Hope's Newsletter

"To Know Christ and to Make Him Known"

Christians are storytellers,
or at least we should be.
We have a wonderful story
to telll

In order to help us learn to
tell our stories, the
councils of the three ELCA
congregations in  Citrus
County met in February to
gain some skills and
experience in story-
sharing. To reinforce what
we learned and fo continue
practicing, Hope's council
agreed to tell our stories
as opening devotions.

Our first opportunity to
share our stories occurred
in March. The topic was our
experience in confirmation
class. We remembered the
pastor who taught us; we
remembered the size of
the class, large or small; we
remembered we had *to
memorize the catechism;
many of us remembered
being questioned to prove
we knew our “stuff” and
were ready for
confirmation.

A Message From Pastor

What do you remember
about your own
confirmation? How has
affirming your faith as a
young person affected
your life since that time?
What about your
confirmation experience
would you be willing to
share with a friend? Your
story does not have to be
very long, just a minute or
two. Perhaps your friend
will share her or his story
and you can have a
wonderful time swapping
stories of faith. Surprise!
Telling your faith story is
not hard, or scary, and it
can be a lot of funl Why
not try it?

Easter blessings
Pastor Lynn
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Thank You from Pastor Lynn to:

= Everyone who helped = Victor, Patrick, Calvin,

make the Lenten Jim, Dick and Renate

season and Easter Day for cleaning the yard

meaningful, especially and memorial garden

Catherine, Jason, for Easter.

Deacons Diane, John,

%I’crjar' gﬁﬁd and  the = The Youth Group for
hosting the Easter

Egg Hunt.

- Those who visit and _—
. TH
care for folks in need i Do, TNV TR

of some extra TLC WA‘LY\\;‘M
E

THANKS! oo 51
THANI

Ilnr.

Dollars and Sense from the Treasurer's Desk

February 2013

Communion Regular
Date Attendance Offering
February 3 90 3,864.00
February 10 61 2,306.00
February 17 68 2,044.00
February 24 74 1577.00

February Totals:
Total Inflows: $ 11,040.00
Total Outflows: $ 10,360.00

The complete financial statement is in Luther Hall.
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Ancient Creeds and Modern Affirmation of Faith

In the Wednesday morning class, we discussed the development of the Nicene
Creed over the centuries. It was used to define the Christian faith, to settle
controversies between what is true and orthodox, and what is false and
heretical.

The Apostles’ Creed has always been used as the baptismal creed. Its first
written appearance is as a question and answer format in about 215. "Do you
believe in ... ?" One question each for Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Updated English translations of the Creed over time have been used to help us
understand the meaning of the Creed. For example, I remember learning
about the quick and the dead, and the remission of sins. We now say, the living
and the dead, and the forgiveness of sins.

In recent decades, there have been many new versions of the familiar
Apostles’ Creed. Often called "Affirmations of Faith,” these new statements
can help deepen our understanding of Jesus and our faith in him.

In the next few months, we'll include some of the new Affirmations of Faith
next to the Apostles’ Creed. You are invited fo spend a few moments
pondering how they help or hinder your appreciation for the ancient creed.

Apostles’ Creed Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
creator of heaven and earth. source of all being and life
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, the one for whom we exis‘rf’

our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,

was crucified, died, and was buried; died for.' us and rose again?
he descended to the dead. We believe and trust in him.
On the third day he rose again; Do you believe and trust in God the Holy
he ascended into heaven, Spirit,
he is seated at the right hand of the  who gives life to the people of God
Father, and makes Christ known in the world?
and he will come to judge the living We believe and trust in him.
and the dead. This is the faith of the Church.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, This is our faith.
the holy catholic church, We believe and trust in one God,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

(Common Worship)
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Deacons’' Corner

What do Deacons do? Deacons work
for Jesus Christ under the direction
of the pastor.

How do they do this? The deacons
are the ears and eyes of the pastor.
Have a problem? Know of a problem?
Our part-time pastor isn't always
available SO...talk with a deacon.
They are ready, willing, and able to

Free Concert at Hope

YOU ARE INVITED TO
A FREE CONCERT
AT HOPE LUTHERAN

FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 2013
AT 7PM
NATALIE AND THE
GREYHOUNDS
(A DOO-WOP GROUP)

YOU ALREADY KNOW
THE WORDS...YOU
HAVE LIVED THE
WORDS.

Help Wanted

Funeral Luncheon Facilitator

This person works with the family to
plan a meal or simple refreshments
to follow a funeral or memorial

Hope's Newsletter

be a guide and inspiration. Don't be
shy-deacons are folks just like you
but highly trained. Use them. Our
deacons are John Chiappetta, Diane
Kahler and Ted Polack. They are
available all the time - 24/7 - to the
Glory of Jesus under the auspices of
the pastor.

Natalie and the Greyhounds is a
group that is part of the
Kingdom of the Sun Concert
Band.

This will be a one hour song fest
that will make your heart soar
to hear the old favorites..and
sing along. You already know all
the words. It will be a FUN
evening open to the community.

REFRESHMENTS AFTER THE
CONCERT.

Are you interested in making a
cake for the evening?
See Deacon Diane

service. There is a quidebook
available. Contact the church office
if you are interested.
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Martyr Moment

Mikael Agricola
Born 1510-April 9, 1557

Mikael Agricola was a clergyman who
become the de facto founder of
written Finnish and a prominent
proponent of the Protestant
Reformation in Sweden including at
the time Swedish territory, Finland.
He is often call the "father of the
Finnish written language”. Agricola
was consecrated as the bishop of
Turku (Abo) in 1554, without papal
approval. As a result, he began a

Esther Circle

We have all traveled somewhere
either locally, in our state, in the
U.S. or to a foreign country. As we
travel we see and do many things we
wish to tell others about. We also
know from experience that each
time we traveled, it was good to
come home to familiar surroundings ,
people and run usual routines and
activities. And often we tell others
about our frip. We become
storytellers.

It was the same for Paul and
Barnabas, who had completed their
first missionary journey to share
good news of Jesus. They returned
to Antioch and told “the church
there"” about the trip and the
results of their preaching and
teaching as they traveled. The book
of Acts in Chapter 14:21-28 says
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reform of the Finnish church (then a
part of the Church of Sweden) along
Lutheran lines. He translated the
New Testament into Finnish and also
produced the prayer book and hymns
used in Finland's new Lutheran
Church. This work set the rules that
of orthography that are the basis
of modern Finnish spelling. His
thorough work is  particularly
remarkable in that he accomplished
it in only three years. He died
suddenly while returning from a trip
during which he negotiated a treaty
with the Russians.

that a great number of Jews and
Gentiles became believers. This is
where we meet Paul and Barnabas
and hear their story.

Esther Circle will meet on Thursday,
April 18, 2013 at 10:30am in the
church parlor for our monthly Bible
Study. Copies of the lesson for
session 8, are available in the church
office, if you don't subscribe to the
WELCA magazine Gather. Join us,
please, for this session of
“Storytelling”.

Janet Esworthy
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Martha Circle

Martha Circle will meet April 3,
Wednesday at 1:00pm in Classroom 3
of Luther Hall.

Plans are being made for a Mother's
Day celebration during coffee hour
on May 12. The ladies will be making
favors for all the women who attend
the coffee hour that day.

During their March meeting, the
ladies made favors for St. Patrick's
Day coffee hour. They also made the
table decorations for the Easter
breakfast.

Thrivent Choice Dollars

Thrivent, our Lutheran insurance
company, has a program in which
eligible members can recommend
where Thrivent Financial distributes
some of its charitable outreach
grant dollars among thousands of
participating nonprofit organizations
and congregations. In the month of
October the following members have
designated Hope Evangelical
Lutheran Church as beneficiaries of
their Thrivent Choice dollars:

Hope's Newsletter

We have some talented and fun-
loving women who enjoy serving our
Lord through their hands and
hearts. They love fo reach out to
others during the year. One of their
favorite ministries is OPERATION
CHRISTMAS  CHILD  shoebox
collections and the 2013 campaign
begins soon. A "Christmas in July"
Auction is in the planning stages now,
and some new ideas will be
implemented this year for this
fundraiser.

Carole Warden

Stanley Miller

Nancy Miller

Constance DeTuerk-Telfer
Helen Van Horn

Thank you for your generosity!
For more information regarding this

program, please see Diane Kahler
465-4182.

Members Who Are Homebound or Residing in Care

Facilities

Johanna Barrett - Home

Ginny Cameron - Home
Sebastian D'Auria - Home
Teofilo Diaz - Hospice, Lecanto
Joan Layton - Home

Dorothy Scianna - Crystal Gem
Manor, Crystal River
Karen Summers - Home
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Family Members in the Military

We remember & pray for those who . Joan Klotz's two grandsons:

protect our liberty by serving in the Brian Lucas and Kevin Lucas

military. « Vivian Matthews' granddaughter:

« Ginny Cameron's grandson: Capt. Kari Matthews
1V'\/eecrl:\n§frgeanf John Edward « Edith Regan’'s daughter:

Storekeeper Chief Phyllis Thomas
« John & Margarita Chiappetta's
son: Please let the church office know of
Luis Jimemez others we can add to this list.

« Janet Esworthy's nephew:
Major Marc Orndorff

Council Highlight from March 11, 2013 Council Meeting

1. Council Liaisons to committees Memorial - Russ Telfer
were appointed as follows: Endowment - Richard Regan
Evangelism/Stewardship - Altar Guild - Casey Gaylardo

Steve Northsea

Family Activities - Renate 2 stopped the search for a pianist
Wilms-Rovin and will split the pianist salary

First Saturday - Victor Kahler  petween the choir director and
Christian Education (Children organist to do that job.

and Adult) - Pastor Lynn

Youth Ministry - Ada Diaz 3. Will explore replacing the tape
Worship and Music - Deacon equipment with digital equipment.
John Chiappetta

Property - Victor Kahler 4. Financial audit is nearly complete
Finance - Harold Skidmore with no discrepancies found in the
Personnel - Deacon Diane pain books.

Kahler

Help Wanted for the Banner Committee

Banner Committee or follow a pattern is helpful.
Contact the church office if you are

This group will create banners for interested.

the sanctuary to emphasize the

liturgical season of the church year.

A love to sew, glue, cut, and create
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Church Council Minutes for February 19, 2013

HOPE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHURCH COUNCIL
February 19, 2013 - 7:00 p.m.
Minutes
1. Call to Order/Remarks - Victor Kahler,
President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

2. Roll Call - Steven Northsea, Secretary
President Victor Kahler (present)
Vice President Russ Telfer (present)
Secretary Steven Northsea (present)
Treasurer Deacon Diane Kahler (present)
Council Member Deacon John Chiappetta
(present)
Council Member Aida Diaz (present)
Council Member Constance DeTuerk-Telfer
(present)
Council Member Casey Gaylardo (present)

Council Member Vivian Matthews (present)

Council Member Dick Regan (present)

Council Member Harold Skidmore (present)

Council Member Renate Wilms-Rovin
(present)

Pastor Lynn Fonfara (present)

3. Devotions - Each member told a faith story of
why they are on council.

4. Guests - None

5. Adoption of the February 19th Agenda

A. Additions/Corrections - Added Prison
Ministry to New business, added use of wine in
Luther Hall for the  Seder  Dinner fo the
consent agenda, corrected Casey Gaylardo name
spelling.

B. Acceptance - Deacon Diane moved to
accept agenda as revised, Renate seconded and
passed unanimously.

6. a. Secretary Reports
Report of the Secretary January 15th
Council meeting

A. Additions/Corrections - None

B. Acceptance -- Dick moved fto

accept minutes as published, Casey

seconded and passed unanimously.
Report of the Secretary January 27th
Congregational Meeting -

A. Additions/Corrections - Casey

Gaylardo  name  spelling  was

corrected.

B. Acceptance - Russ moved fto
accept minutes as revised, Deacon Diane seconded
and passed unanimously.

7. Report of the Treasurer

A. Questions/Concerns

B. Acceptance - Renate moved fo accept
report as published, Deacon John seconded and it
passed unanimously.

8. Report of the Pastor (see attached report)

A. Questions and Concerns - A committee
was appointed by the president to see if the annual

congregation report as published and
submitted needed revision. The committee consists
of Victor, Deacon John, Renate, Aida and
Steve.

B. Any items needing Council approval -
None

9. Reports of Church Committees by Council
Liaisons
A. Christian Service

Evangelism/Stewardship
Monday at 10:30 am) - See report
Also the next meeting will be a review of what we
believe our web site should look like and all council
member s and congregation are invited at 11:30 am,
Monday March 18th, in Luther Hall. Lunch will be
served.

(3rd

First Saturday - no report
Family Activities - Pancake supper
with Bingo was held on Shrove Tuesday and fun was
had by all.
A Seder Dinner will be held. An
Easter breakfast will be held.
B. Christian Education (3rd Sunday)
Education - nothing new to report
Youth Ministry - see report
Adult Ministry - nothing new to
report
C. Christian Worship
Worship and Music (Quarterly) - no
report

D. Administration

Property - see report

Long Range Planning - no report

Finance - no report

Personnel - The committee met
twice. Kerry's evaluation has been completed and
Victor remarked that we are lucky to have her
working here at Hope. Diane reported that Kelly is
looking forward to bringing in Friday a doctor's
release to return to work Monday.

Memorial - nothing to report

Endowment - Dick presented council
the framed Larry Whitler picture of Hope in a rain
storm and it was decided by consensus to hang
the picture where the current needlepoint is and
move the needlepoint to over literature table. A
dedication service will be held on Mother's Day and
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Church Council Minutes (Continued from page 8)

Larry will be invited.

10. Old Business

A. Audit Committee - Steve reports that
Diane has everything ready and he will contact
Renate and Jim Hovis to set up a meeting to do the
audit.

B. Council Retreat Discussion - Pastor noted
that it was outstanding that Hope had more council
members there than the other two churches. All
council members were in attendance except Aida
who was caring for a family member. We agreed to
tell faith stories as devotions for council meetings
so we could practice and eventually teach the skills
we learned at the retreat to others.

C. General representatives to the Synod
Convention in May - The Northseas will be unable to
attend due to their youngest daughters
graduation from college. Steve moved we send the
two deacons as Hopes representatives from
Thursday through Sunday, Russ seconded and it
passed unanimously.

11. New Business

A. Election of Officers - Renate moved to
re-elect the current officers, Vivian seconded and
it passed unanimously.

B. Determination of Meeting Times and
Dates - After discussion, Steve moved that Council
meetings will be held on the second Monday of
the month at 7:00 pm starting March 11, 2013,
Renate seconded and it passed unanimously.

C. Concerns about the announcement of
actual numbers in the congregational elections.
Pastor pointed out that Robert's Rules required
the Tellers report the actual numbers to the
members.

D. Contact information forms were filled
out by all council members and given fo the
secretary.

E. Prison Ministry - Victor read a letter
from Anita O'Donnell that was given to Constance
re; a prison letter ministry where members could
anonymously write letters to prison inmates to
share Christian experiences etc. The letters would
be signed by nick names and would bear the Church
addressasa return address. The proposal to
have Hope participate in this ministry was tabled
and Anita will be invited to the next council meeting
to explain the ministry and how we can participate.

12. Consent Agenda

A. Youth Group will have a community
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday March 30 in the
morning. Set up will be at 8:30 am and the event
will be over by Noon.

B. Youth group requests a key to room 5 fo

store and secure the group's
equipment.

C. Use of wine in Luther Hall for the
purpose of the Seder Dinner.
Steve moved to accept the consent agenda, John
seconded and it passed unanimously.

supplies and

13. Current Meeting Highlights for Newsletter and
Bulletin

A. A brainstorming session about what
Hope's website should look like will be held at
11:30 am, Monday March 18th, in Luther Hall. All
council members and congregation are invited.
Lunch will be served.

B. The Larry Whitler painting of "Hope in
the Rain" will be dedicated on Mother's Day and
will hang in the Narthex. Larry will be invited.

C. This year's officers are the same as
last year: Victor Kahler, President; Russ Telfer,
Vice-President; Steve Northsea, Secretary; Diane
Kahler, Treasurer; and Michel Northsea, Financial
Secretary.

D. The Council will met each second
Monday at 7:00 PM starting March 11, 2013.
Anyone may aftend.

E. Upcoming activities include an Easter
Egg Hunt on Saturday Morning, March 30th; a
Seder Dinner will be held on Maundy Thursday,
March 28th; and an Easter breakfast on Easter
Sunday Morning, March 31st.

14. Devotions for March Meeting - Each member
will tell a faith story about his or her
confirmation.

15. Adjournment and Prayer - Dick moved fto
adjourn at 8:48 PM, Diane seconded and it passed
unanimously.  Pastor Lynn led the group in a
closing prayer and the Lord's prayer.
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Did You Ever Wonder . . . ?

Did you ever wonder what an altar
is? The focal point of the church is
the altar, the table of the Lord.
More than any other furnishings,
the altar symbolizes God's presence
in His church. The altar is thus the
symbolic center of the Church’s life.

Regardless of its architectural
style, the altar functions primarily
as the Holy Communion table-the
place where the Eucharistic feast is
set and around which the family of
God gathers for the feast. Every
other function of the altar is
secondary, and it is never merely a
shelf on which book and other items
are placed.

The term altar is derived from the
Latin word Alta, meaning high, and
the altar is usually on a raised
platform known as the predella. Its
height enhances its dignity and
significance for worship.

The top of the altar is known as the
Mensa, which means table. Nothing
is to be placed on the Mensa except
altar linens, the missal stand,
Eucharistic vessels and candles.
Alms basins may be placed on the
altar following the offertory.

Altars which are not freestanding
often have a retable, which is a
small shelf at the back of the
Mensa. On the retable (which is
sometimes also called a gradine) are
placed the altar cross and worship
ornaments such as flower vases and

Hope's Newsletter

candles.

A reredos is a high extension of the
retable made of carved wood or
stone which adds dignity to the
altar. When there is no reredos, an
ornamental cloth know as a dossal is
sometimes used as background for a
non-freestanding altar. At Hope, we
have a freestanding altar.

Do YOU have a question that you
would like answered? Deacon Diane
will fry to get an answer for you.

T A R T AU A VA LR R U
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Thank You from Victor Kahler

I would like to thank Dick Regan, Jim
Earl, Ron Cowan, Diane Kahler, and
Kelly Murphy for all their help since
our last report. We put in (36 hours)
since our last report.

Hope's Newsletter

Donate Your Used Car to Support LSF Ministries

Do you have a used car you don't
know what to do with? How about a
truck, van, RV, motorcycle, boat or
trailer that you no longer use?
Instead of trying to sell it, why not
donate it? Lutheran Services Florida
will fransform your unused vehicle
into ministry to support Florida's

"Up-North” Addresses

There are times when we'd like to
contact you while you are away from
Hope. Please give the church office

Thank You . . . Thank You . .

How does one say THANK YOU to
so many folks that helped with the
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper?
My thanks to the preparers, cooks,
the server, the clean-up crew and
the bingo!l 35 folks enjoyed
themselves during the evening with
good food, entertainment and

children in need. call

Simply
Lutheran Services Florida at 813-
676-9511 and talk with Kathy or

send an
to kdelgado®@I|sfnet.org.

email

a note or email with your "Up-
North" address and phone. Thanks.

. Thank You

laughter. And for the first time in
69 years I won a bingo game.
Actually T won it 2 fimes but one
time I wasn't even at the tablel Will
miracles never cease? Thank you,
again, for making so many folks
happy. Diane Kahler


tel:813-676-9511
tel:813-676-9511
mailto:kdelgado@lsfnet.org
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From the Council President's Desk

4

4
Notes

From the Council President

As we approach Easter many of us are working to make it a joyful
experience. The Choir's Cantata was beautiful on Palm Sunday along with a
wonderful message from Pastor Lynn.

Anita's class watched a movie on St. Patrick who was originally a slave in
Ireland and eventually became the Bishop of Ireland. God sent him to bring
the pagan clans to know about the Christian faith. He was a real hands on
person who worked very hard for the lord.

We also enjoyed a Seder Supper with Pastor Lynn who actually spoke some
Hebrew words as we reviewed how the Passover is celebrated by the
Jewish Faith. The Maundy service followed with another wonderful
message from Pastor Lynn and a beautiful song from the choir.

Good Friday's service is next and we will have a sunrise service with
breakfast on Easter Sunday along with the regular Easter Service at
9:30pm.

As your council president I want fo thank our congregation for their hard
work, love, and support to our Pastor and Deacons. We are truly "ONE" and
all are blessed.

Vic Kahler
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Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Common Bond Vote

If you are a Thrivent Financial
member there's an important
membership vote going onl From
March 1 to April 30, benefit
members will vote on extending our
common bond from Lutheran to

Christian. Learn more at
Thrivent.com/vote. Remember to
VOTE.

Jacob's Journey

Jacob's Journey will continue with
there wonderful study of Acts,
which is rich in foundational truths
for the early Church. Peter emerges
as a real rock of faith and a strong
defender of Gospel. Stephen dies
for his faith and Paul is part of the
plot to persecute Christians. TIt's
all very interesting for we see that
the hand of God is directing all the
events for a victorious
end. Everyone is still invited to
enjoy the marvels of the Book of

Peg Weston
Financial Associate
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans®

Acts with us for the few weeks we
still have left this spring. Our class
will be winding down in April and will
end early in May.

Thank you,
Anita O'Donnell

Known Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays
1 Irene Drew
17 Edythe Sorensen
23 Lyle Kramp
28 Lou Diaz
29 Catherine Bearbower

Ted Polack
Birthdays

Anniversaries
5 Sebastian & Carol D'Auria (27)
19 Bill & Pat Kessel (55)

Annive sarles
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Those Who Will Assist in Worship for April

Communion Assistants and Acolytes
7 - Anita O’'Donnell/Casey Gaylardo
14 - Lynn Polack/Steven Penn
21 - Dee Forsyth/Deacon John Chiappetta
28 - Renate Wilms-Rovin/Kris Brock

Assisting Ministers
7 — Anthony Diaz
14 — Renate Wilms-Rovin
21 — Deacon Diane Kahler
28 — Steve Northsea

Altar Guild
Margarita Chiappetta
Margaret DeWalt
Casey Gaylardo
Diane Kahler
Marge Maschino

Nursery
8 - Janice Pitre
14 - Judy Thomason
21 - Sue Hovis
28 - Ann Becwar

Greeters
Ann & David Becwar

Guest Greeter
Lempi Tervo

Ushers for the Month
Janet Esworthy
Howard Walsh

Lay Readers
7 - Yvonne Popke
14 - Steve Northsea
21 - Lee Pitre
28 - Judy Thomason
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