Hope’s Newsletter - April 2020
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known ”

Pastor’s Message
We Can’t Miss Easter!
Ever wonder how the date of Easter is determined?
Simple! Easter is always the first Sunday after the full
moon that falls on or after March 21. OK – not so simple.
This year, the first full moon after March 21 is on
Tuesday, April 7, which places Easter on April 12. That
will be too soon to safely gather publicly for worship.
There is no indication that the coronavirus is close to
burning out, so there is still too much risk to our health
to gather publicly in the coming weeks. And adding to the
concern for our own health is the fact that health care
workers are already facing conditions that stretch them
to the limit and threaten their life. So the least Christian
thing we can do at this point is gather for worship until at
least the end of April, as recommended. No – neither
seminary nor 19 years of ordained ministry prepared me
to write those words.
So are we going to miss Easter this year? No – for three
reasons.
The first reason is that, beginning on Easter Sunday
(possibly even on Palm Sunday) and continuing for as long
as necessary, we will be recording abbreviated worship
services and making them available on our Facebook page
to view at your convenience. You do not need to have a
Facebook account to view the worship services on our
page. (You can reach our page through a Google search.)
Of course, you do need to have a computer or other
means to access the page. I know that will prevent some
from viewing the services, but I will continue sending out
a worship resource for each weekend. And there are two
more reasons why we won’t be missing Easter this year.
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The second reason is that the first Sunday we gather again at Hope, whatever
that date is, will be the celebration of Easter. We are simply going to call that
Sunday Easter Sunday. It will include Easter Sunday hymns, Easter Sunday lessons, and Easter Sunday joy. After all, at the heart of Easter is resurrection.
Well, after this long Good Friday we’re moving through, our return to Hope to
lift together once again our praises and prayers through word and song will most
certainly feel like resurrection.
The third and most important reason why we won’t be missing Easter this year
is that Easter is much more than the first Sunday after the full moon that falls
on or after March 21. Easter is the new life that we’ve been baptized into.
Easter is the grace of God that holds us every moment of every day in every
single place those moments take us. So you see – we can’t miss Easter!
The day will come when we physically gather together again. Until that day,
please be safe, pray often (including for those health care workers whose skills
and dedication humble me), and remember that, gathered in Christ, we are
never spiritually apart.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve

Worship Services and activities at Hope will be
cancelled until at least April 30. Please be safe!
Pastor Steve and Deacon Diane will be handing out
palms on Friday, April 3rd and Saturday, April 4th
from 11:00am until 1:00pm at Hope. This will be a
drive up distribution and gloves will be worn.
All our welcome to come and receive palms for
your at home Palm Sunday Celebration.
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DID YOU EVER WONDER…..
Did you ever wonder where the name Maundy Thursday
came from and its meaning?
The word “Maundy” comes to us as an Anglo-French
word derived from the Latin “manedatum”, which means
“commandment” It refers to when Jesus, in the Upper
Room during the Last Super, said to the disciples:”A new
commandment I give you, that you love one another” (John 13:34 RSV).
Since the focus of Maundy Thursday is on the Upper
Room and the Last Supper, the celebration of Holy
Communion or the Eucharist is one of most ancient
Christian practices. In recent years, including footwashing is part of the evening’s observance of Maundy
Thursday. Such services are reminiscent of the washing
of feet by Jesus in the Upper Room during the Last
Supper and accentuate the theme of humility and service
(John 13:1-29 RSV).
At Hope we celebrate this occasion with Holy Communion
and then the stripping of the altar while a psalm is read
or chanted.
In previous years, we have also celebrated the Passover
Meal prior to Holy Communion; however, not this year.

TENEBRAE SERVICE ON GOOD FRIDAY
The ancient service of Tenebrae is the Latin word for
candles. It is a service of candles accompanied by
various readings of scripture and the gradual
extinguishing of candles, which cast shadows of the
Cross in different dimensions on the walls. Eventually
the worshippers are left for a minute or two in total
darkness, signifying the coming death of Jesus. At
Hope worshippers are encouraged to remain in prayer
but when finished, to leave the church in silence.
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This picture is of Pastor Steve giving Tyler
Thompson a check from Endowment to help
defray the costs of his trip to Washington.
Dollars and Sense from the Treasurer’s Desk: February 2020
Communion
Regular Offering
2/2
$3,381.
2/9
$2,190.
2/16
$2,778.
2/23
$2,871
Total inflow:
$13,921.
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Sat. 4:30PM
16
21
20
21

Sun. 8AM
14
7
11
12

Total outflow:
$15,451.

Sun. 10AM Total
51
81
58
86
51
92
63
96

Music Music Music
Music Music Music
We interrupt my story for the following up to date life events! I will continue the
story for you when things have calmed down and most of us have returned to some
normalcy in our lives!
Worshiping and making music during the CORVID19 Pandemic is difficult for all of
us to deal with. When we all first heard about the need to make distancing a priority, none of us really worried too much and did appropriate ‘no touch’ greetings,
etc. Then we began to hear a little more about taking additional measures, so I
came in, to the sanctuary and furiously cleaned the piano and organ, figuring that
my workspace should be as clean and disinfected as possible. It made me safer
and pleased that I could do my part for helping. And, then we heard more. And,
more. Don’t let the panic set in. And, more. And, then we couldn’t gather to
worship in person. A big feeling of gratitude goes to Pastor and the Council and
the rest of the staff for making quick decisions to keep us all safe. Thank you to
Pastor for sending out the weekend scripture lessons and reflections to help us
through. Knowing that the sanctuary would be empty and I wouldn’t need to try
and make much distancing an issue, I came in to practice and begin to plan what I
and the rest of the musicians and choir could do when we are able to come together again. I also have (as of right now, 3/26) offered to help Pastor with the
possibility of video broadcasting any worship services, if we can get all that together. In the meantime, I am keeping myself on top of any new information and
in tune with music to be ready for whatever we need when the time comes. I
have a George Steck baby grand piano at home, which was given to me by my
grandmother (who lived to be 99!), which I use to practice old and new music which
we can use for worship and choir, etc…
Some of you know that the choir and a pianist (Lois Johnston) and I had been
working diligently on preparing a beautiful cantata to be presented as part of the
worship service on Palm Sunday. It saddened me to have to postpone all choir rehearsals and most likely the cantata as well. But, fear not, I will make plans to
offer as much special music as possible when we reconvene. And, if we’re so
lucky, all the newcomers to the choir and musician list will continue to participate,
all to the Glory of God.
Meanwhile, I pray that you all remain safe and healthy. Please practice all the
recommended ways to avoid contracting this horrible virus.
With Christ’s Love,
Jacki Scott
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Hope’s Diaper Drive
Once again we are sponsoring a diaper drive for SOS.
(Serving Our Savior) food pantry.
The final date and the celebration luncheon will be updated
when the dates have been determined.
Please bring packages of diapers and/or diaper wipes to
Luther Hall after the shutdown is over.
Thank you for your generous donations!
Let’s fill that van again as we did last year!

The new “Christ in Our Home” and “Our Daily
Bread” devotional booklets are available for pick
-up at Hope during the office hours of Monday
thru Thursday from 9:00am to 2:00pm.

QUOTABLE QUOTES……
“Mistakes are portals of discovery” James Joyce (1882-1941)
“An explanation of cause is not justification by reason.” C.S. Lewis English author (1898
-1963)
“Education…I can only say that I view it as the most important subject which we as a
people can be engaged in.” Abe Lincoln
“Three things in human life are important: the first is to be kind, the second is to be
kind, and the third is to be kind.” Henry James (1843-1910)
“If you have it and you know you have it, then you have it. If you have it and don’t
know you have it, you don’t have it. If you don’t have it but you think you have it, then
you have it.” Jackie Gleason (1916-1987)
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WELCA
At their next meeting WELCA plans to make communion bread
and discuss the design for their banner. The meeting date is
yet to be determined.

The April meeting is cancelled due to the church
being shut down for the month.

During this virus outbreak time Citrus County Blessings will not
have any regular packing times. But, if you wish to volunteer,
you can call Christina Reed, the organizer, at 352/341-7707 to
set up your own time to pack.

Council Highlights from March 11, 2020 Meeting
1. Hope will be hosting an additional Girl Scouts troup on Monday evenings.
2. Hope’s WELCA group has volunteered to coordinate the activities around
Hope’s 50th anniversary celebrations to take place in 2021, and may ask
congregation members for additional help.
3. Council agreed to pay expenses for one member of Hope’s WELCA group to
attend the WELCA Fall Gathering, November 13th-15th, at Lake Yale Baptist
Retreat Center, Leesburg.
4. The Council approved the request by the Citrus Springs LibraryAssociation
to use Luther Hall for their April 18th “Tricky Tray” fundraiser.
5. This year’s Diaper Drive to benefit SOS has begun and will conclude on April
19th with a chicken lunchean following worship.
6. Approval of our updated constitution is a work in progress, and is moving
toward the approval vote at the Special Congregational Meeting on April 19th.
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Luminous Night
Luminous Nights has been cancelled (postponed) due to the virus.
As soon as we get a reschedule date we will let everyone know
ASAP.
Special Congregational Meeting
The meeting has been postponed with a
date yet to be determined.

Birthdays:

April Celebrations:
Ron Press on April 15
Melanie Mellenthin on April 17
Richard Palmer on April 21
Luis Diaz on April 28

Anniversaries: Hal & Marilyn Butler on April 18
Bill & Pat Kessell on April 19
Louise and Roy Cobb on April 23

Monthly AMVETS Spaghetti Dinner:
**CANCELLED**
The AMVETS spaghetti dinner will be cancelled
for April due to virus concerns. We will let you
know if the closure goes beyond April.
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Prayer Concerns
Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be
listed so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be
aware that situations and conditions change but God knows the need
as you bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton
PRAYER REQUESTS
*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.
*Prayer for serious health concerns
For Richard Warden, For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For Dee
Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane, niece of Bill and Pat
Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of Manley Benmark. For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane Kahler. For Don Vades and Kathi
O’Hara, his caregiver. For Rachelle Hannah, daughter-in-law of Steve & Judy Kasco.
*For healing and recovery
For Roy Cobb. For Dick Regan. For Judy Howe, For Victor
Kahler, For Rick Davey. For Hans Witter. For David Doyle. For Mike
Kimbrough. For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of whom need the
Lord to help them through this. For Nancy and Spencer with family
problems. For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s guidance. For Jim
and Colleen Giovannucci. For Amy Schade, healing following surgery,
(daughter-in-law of Peggy and Bob Schade). For Charlene Hicklin’s
son Michael for healing. For Luciano Carrera Esteves, For the children of the world. Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month
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