Hope’s Newsletter - April 2021
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known”

Pastor’s Message
Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
Not long ago, Sarah and I were talking about crocuses, having heard that Sarah’s Massachusetts sister’s crocuses were appearing. The conversation reminded me that, on the grounds of the seminary in
Philadelphia, there is a large lawn near the back of
the property. Most of the year, this lawn is quite
normal looking – green grass in the summer, ankledeep leaves in the fall, the occasional layer of snow
in the winter, and so forth. But once each year, right
around now, this lawn turns into a sea of purple.
Once upon a time, someone planted a certain variety of crocus in or near the lawn, and over the years
they multiplied so that at this time of year, a vast
sea of purple announces the arrival of spring. I
don’t mean that crocuses sprout here and there in
the lawn. I mean that the lawn is gone – almost as
if a few inches of purple snow had fallen.
Each year when this gift appeared, it reminded me
of the words of the prophet Isaiah:
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.
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It’s a powerful image – a dry, barren wilderness transformed by God
into a sea of purple. Even the howling and mournful winds of this
desert wilderness are transformed into joyous songs. As Isaiah spoke
these words, they held the promise of a transformation yet to come.
For us, this promise is realized – the wilderness has blossomed
abundantly. And this month, we sing the song of that transformed
wilderness:
Alleluia, Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia!
The sea of purple that reminds us of the hope we have in our God is in
Philadelphia, and therefore out of reach for us. But no matter. This
month, we celebrate once again that there is no wilderness, no desert,
no trouble or darkness that is beyond the life-giving power of God’s
love and grace. We are held in the hands of the God who has
overcome all darkness – the God who calls us beloved children, holy
and precious in God’s sight. May you have a blessed Easter season.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve
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Good Friday and Easter Plans at Hope
Hope’s Worship and Music Committee has made the following plans
for Good Friday and Easter:
- Home Worship Resources will be provided for the Good Friday and
Easter services, and both services will be recorded and posted to
Facebook.
- There will be a single in-person worship service on Good Friday,
April 2, at 7 pm. If you’d like to attend, please call to request a seat
if you haven’t already.
To ensure that all who wish to attend Easter Sunday in-person
worship are able to do so, there will be two Easter Sunday worship
services – one at 8 am and another at 10 am. If you’d like to attend
one of these services, please call to request a seat if you haven’t already.
Note: If you haven’t called yet to request a seat at the 10 am
service, it may be the case that, in order to save seats for possible
visitors, only the extra seating in the narthex may be available when
you call. If that is the case, you can instead request seating at the 8
am service if that is your preference.
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Hope Church Easter Lilies 2021
Constance DeTuerk Given in Loving Memory of: Dr. DeTuerk Jr. and Keith
David and Judy Howe Given in Honor of: Valerie Howe (Dave’s mom) in a nursing home.
Victor and Diane Kahler Given in Loving Memory of Loved Ones to the Glory of God
Steve Kasco and Judith Thomason Given in Loving Memory of Jill
Steve Kasco and Judith Thomason Given in Loving Memory of Kim
William and Pat Kessel Given in Loving Memory of: Our son Douglas Kessel
Don and Sue Koppler Given in Loving Memory of: Our beloved parents Carl and Letha Koppler
Don and Sue Koppler Given in Loving Memory of: Our beloved parents Robert and Eileen Underhill
Ron and Meredith Press Given in Honor of: Family and Friends
Ron and Meredith Press Given in Loving Memory of: Family and Friends
Russ Telfer Given in Loving Memory of Janice and John
Julia A. Southard Given in Loving Memory of: Don Zeigler and Luther and Eunice Fogt
Julia A. Southard Given in Honor of - First Responders and Health Care Worders who helped us
thru this pandemic
Richard and Carole Warden Given in Honor of: Our Parents
Richard and Carole Warden Given in Loving Memory of: Rita Chicken, Carole Warden’s dear friend.
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Worship Leader Schedule for
April 2021
April 2: Good Friday, 7 PM
AM is Renate Wilms-Rovin
Ushers: Don Koppler and Sarah Brisson
April 4: 8:00 AM is John Chiapetta
Usher: Sarah Brisson
April 4: 10:00 AM is Diane Kahler
Ushers: Steve Kasco and Don Koppler
April 11: AM is Casey Gaylardo
Ushers: Don Koppler and Ron Press
April 18: AM is Dee Forsyth
Ushers: Steve Kasco and Don Koppler
April 25: AM is Don Koppler
Ushers: Steve Kasco and Ron Press

Council Officers
& Members
President
Julia Southard
Vice President
Jane Skidmore
Secretary
Cindy Todd
Treasurer
Deacon Diane
Kahler
Personnel
Committee
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
Property
Victor Kahler
Council Member
Don Koppler

Flowers of Easter
Matthew Chapter 6: Verse 28-29.
Isn’t it beautiful to see all the Easter Lilies
around our altar at Hope. They remind me always
of that bible verse. I love donating “my lilies” in
memory of our loved ones. Easter Sunday means
as much to us as Christians and of our future in
God’s Kingdom. Thank you for helping remind us
by adding plants for the Easter Service!
Carole Warden
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Council Member
Steve Northsea

Council Member
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Council Member
Hans Witter

Thank you for your generous donations of soup during our “Souper
Bowl” in early February! We collected a grand total of 131 cans for
the Serving Our Savior Food Pantry.
We also collected a total of $89.00 in cash donations which was also given to the Food Pantry.
I am sure people appreciated hot soup during the cold days we
had last month and any donations of food are welcome anytime.
The food pantries are struggling so let’s continue contributions as
we are able. I like to shop the BOGO deals at the grocery store - I
get one and donate the second to the food pantry. Thank you for
helping those in need!
Carole Warden

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry
As you know, the impact of COVID has deepened the presence of food insecurity in our area. And so SOS continues in its mission. If you would like to support
SOS, you can drop off food and other necessities at Hope during the week (the
office is open M-Th, 9am-2pm) or on Sunday morning if you’re attending worship. Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of each month from 9am to
noon at Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W. Norvell Bryant Hwy in
Lecanto. Donations by check that are made out to SOS Inc. can be mailed to
SOS, PO Box 640774, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.
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Council Highlights
March
10th Christmas
Council Meeting
Operation
Child

Happy Easter!
1. AMVETS will be starting their Spaghetti dinners on the
fourth
Tuesdaynot
of knowing
April (This
since
been changed
Can
you imagine
thehas
story
of Easter???
So to
the children
4th Wednesday
of the
month).
many
in the world
have
never heard of Jesus and
Council
approved
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the
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for usonly.
- Jesus dying for our sins.
When
you help
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Hope,
you are
2. Worship
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LOVE at
for7:00pm
them. and two worship
one Good
Service

services on Easter Sunday. One at 8:00am and one at

Before the children receive their shoebox filled with won10:00am.
derful gifts, they learn about the best gift of all - GOD’s
LOVE!

3. Insurance Review - Council has approved a Committee
to review
church’s
insurance
with
the hopes
of own
This
is done the
through
the booklet
they
receive
in their
gettingand
thefrom
premium
down. If anyone
would
to
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who deliver
thelike
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the $450.00
needed
for shipment
and delivery
of
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cost of $490.00 and
we are
in the process of getting
Thank
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Carole Warden
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March is typically the month we begin collecting items for
our “Showbox Ministry” at Hope. Thank you, Julia, for
starting us off with bars of soap and washcloths.
We are already off to a great start toward our 2021 towards our 2021 goal of at least 50 boxes.
If you do not like to shop, then think about donating $$
for the shipping fees.
I will soon have a designated box to collect our items.
Following is a list to help you know what we use:
Items we collect for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
$9.00 per box for shipping and/or:
Bars of soap and washcloths
Small measuring tape
Combs and brushes
Small tools
Toothbrushes
School supplies
Headbands and barrettes
Crayons
Underwear
Color books
Tee shirts
Toys (small)
Hats, scarves and gloves
Stuffed animals (small)
Socks
Whistles
Flip flops
Sewing kits
Clothespins & clothes line
No liquids, no war toys or camouflage, no candy, no
toothpaste, no glass and new items only.
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Music, Music, Music

It’s almost Easter! He is Risen – He is Risen indeed – Alleluia!!
I really love the wonderful Easter hymns. Traditional ones, new ones, old
ones. I can’t remember even one that I haven’t enjoyed for one reason or
another.
Easter hymns tend to have a lot of Hallelujahs (Alleluias) in them. And,
more often than not they also tend to be written in a uplifting Major key.
They sound happy and robust. We want to sing them with full voice –
soon, very soon, we should be able to do that again. They help us feel
the importance and joy of the resurrection in our hearts and our minds.
Music can do that. I believe that is why it is one of the gifts we have
from God!
Interestingly, in recent times, Leonard Cohen wrote a song titled
Hallelujah. The song weaves an interesting simple melody with an
underlying moving baseline and has a feeling so sad that we tend to be
riveted by the contrast to what we enjoy as happy Easter Alleluias! I’ll
share a short story about a young student I had years ago, who wanted to
learn and sing this song. I let her try it, but found that she had never
experienced such sadness in her short lifetime so far that she could not
give the song the feeling it deserved, because she couldn’t feel that sadness. It did not work out for her to continue with that song and I quickly
suggested a new piece for her.
It’s interesting how songs with help us feel so strongly the emotion we
have experienced or believe. In relation to our Easter hymns, we strongly
believe in the resurrection and do so with a certain gusto, that when we
sing those hymns – we feel it fully. I am looking forward to playing and
singing those wonderful Easter hymns in a week. My wish for you is that
those hymns, sung again this year, will bring you joy and happiness in your
belief!!!
Yours in Christ,
Jacki Scott
Director of Music
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From the January 5th Riverland News

Congratulations to the Cub Scouts that advanced to the rank of Boy
Scouts at this March crossover event. The group included our own
Ryan Thompson. Congrats Ryan and family!
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The Quilters are now meeting on a regular basis and the dates
for the April Meetings are April 6th and April 20th at 9:30am.

Monthly AMVETS Curbside Dinner:
(formally spaghetti dinner)
Wednesday, April 28th from 4:00 to 6:00 pm
Menu:
Steak and Cheese Sandwiches
with peppers or onions if desired.
Includes chips, dessert and a soda.
Drive up and order or call your order in ahead
@ 352/464-0931.

Council approved curbside only.

During this virus outbreak time Citrus County Blessings will
not have any regular packing times. But, if you wish to
volunteer, you can call Christina Reed, the organizer, at
352/341-7707 to set up your own time to pack.
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April Celebrations:
Anniversaries: Roy and Louise Cobb on April 23 and Bill
and Pat Kessel on April 19
Birthdays: Ron Press on April 15, Melanie Mellenthin on
April 17, Richard Palmer on April 21, Luis Diaz on April
28

Wanted - Sanitizing Spray
I know - the above title is obvious...

Everyone is looking for sanitizing spray. That is true for Hope
as well. As you may know the sanctuary is sanitized after our
Sunday in-person worship services. While we are careful to
spray only the seats that were occupied, we still use a good
amount of spray. So our request is for members of Hope to be
on the lookout for cans of sanitizing spray, that is safe for fabrics, while shopping and, if spotted and not needed for your
own use, purchase a can and drop it off at Hope.
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Thank you!

Prayer Concerns

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
PRAYER REQUESTS

*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Milly Mizell for Covid, For Dolores Chiders (mother of Cindy Todd)
for stroke. For Richard Warden, For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s
niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of
Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark, For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane Kahler.
For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara:

*For healing and recovery

For Tess Smith’s 81 yo mother, Shirley Tramontin, fell &
broke a hip and her brother-in-law John Kowaiski is under cancer
treatment, For Kristine Brock’s right shoulder replacement,
For Ernie Bloom, For Louise Cobb, For Janice Edwards, For Bob
Schade, For Joyce Davis’s daughter, Jana Davis, covid, For Any
Graft (Carole & Bill Warden’s niece), For Gael McCarthy, For Tom
Lambert, For Theresa Batchelor (Donna Wilkers daughter), For
Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother), For Ryan Yamka (Peggy &
Bob Schade’s son-in-law) needs prayers for healing, For Roy Cobb,
For Judy Howe, For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey, For Hans Witter, For David Doyle, For Mike Kimbrough, For Linda, who is ill and
Doug- both of whom need the Lord to help them through this, For
Nancy and Spencer with family problems, For Daiana Carrera Esteves
for God’s guidance, For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing,
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month
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