Hope’s newsletter - April 2022
“to know CHrist and Make HiM known

pastor’s Message
Alleluia! Christ Is Risen!
Nearly two thousand years ago, somewhere
between a Saturday evening and the following
Sunday morning, the life-giving power of God fell
upon a lifeless body laying in a tomb in a garden
outside of Jerusalem – and the new life of God’s
kingdom was born.
I sometimes wonder what the scene looked
like. Was there a sudden flash of light – brighter
than the sun, and purer than the whitest white? Or
instead of a single flash, was that divine light
present as a steady, radiant glow similar to the light
that had transfigured Jesus on the mountain? Or
was there no light at all? Instead, was the moment
of resurrection announced simply by the sound of a
breath suddenly breaking into the silent night –
suddenly breaking into that silent tomb? We can
only imagine exactly what happened during that
night. But there’s no guessing about the next
morning. Women went to the tomb to mourn
death, but found life – the tomb was empty, except
for the two angels that asked them, “Why do you
look for the living among the dead?”, and then
announced, “He is not here, but has risen.”
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Two thousand years is a long time – but we’re not as far removed
from that first breath of God’s kingdom as we might at first think. At the
font, through water and Word, the life-giving power of God falls upon us
to gather us into the new life of God’s kingdom. No bright flash or
steady glow of light. Just the trickle of water, and some simple, yet
ancient words that carry the sound of that first breath of new and eternal life into our own life.
Isn’t it amazing how subtle the presence and power of God can
oftentimes be. So subtle, yet so transformational. Christ is risen indeed
– and through our baptism into the risen Christ, the new life of God’s
kingdom is given to us. May this gift of God fill all our days with joy and
peace.
Peace,
Pastor Steve

Easter Lilies
This year, we will not be opening Easter Lily purchases to the congregation.
Two lilies will be placed behind the altar. While additional lilies add to the
beauty, the process of taking requests, ordering, picking up, and placing
the lilies is time-consuming, and the quality of the flowers hasn’t been
reliable lately.
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Holy Week and Easter at Hope
Hope’s worship schedule for Holy Week and Easter is as follows.
- Palm Sunday worship will take place beginning at 10 am on April 10. Worship
will include the procession with palms for those that choose to do so, and a
Worship Drama.
- Maundy Thursday worship will take place beginning at 5 pm on April 14. This
worship service is scheduled for 5 pm instead of our usual 7 pm so that those
attending don’t have to drive home in the dark. Worship will include a Drama in
which some of Jesus’ disciples who were present at the Last Supper share
thoughts about their experiences of Jesus, and about the surprising events that
took place during that Passover meal. The service will conclude with the
stripping of the altar and chancel.
- Good Friday worship will take place beginning at 5 pm on April 15. Again, the
earlier-than-usual start time is so that it will be light for the drive home following worship. This will be a Tenebrae service. After a gathering rite, we will hear
seven gospel passages from Jesus’ Passion. Each will be followed by the extinguishing of a candle and a prayer. Some will also include a hymn or anthem. The
windows behind the altar will be draped for a better experience of the growing
darkness as the candles are extinguished. This is a very moving service that
makes the light and life of the Easter celebration all the brighter.
- There will be two Easter Sunday worship services. The first will begin at 8 am,
and the second at 10 am. Jacki will be present at both, so the 8 am service will
include all sung portions of worship and the hymns.
Other things to note:
 There will not be an Easter Breakfast between the two services. While we
may not be far from resuming such activities in Luther Hall, we have chosen
to hold off for a while longer, in part, so that the dishwasher can be installed
and ready for use. (That is moving forward once again with a change in the
electrician we’re contracting with.)
 A Home Resource and video on Facebook will be provided for all of these
worship services,

At the Saturday April 30th meeting we will make
baskets out of wine corks. There is a sign up sheet.
We will not have a WELCA meeting in May and the
date for our June meeting is June 18th.
The food choices for the next couple of months are
as follows:
April: For this month we will provide: Laundry
detergent, bleach, Pledge, Comet and anything that
has to do with cleaning.
May: For this month we will provide: Personal items
for SOS. Things like: toothbrushes, tooth paste,
deodorant, shaving cream and razors etc.
June: For this month we will provide: Diapers
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WELCA MEETING MINUTES
March 26, 2022
Meeting called to order by President, Sarah Brisson @ 10 AM
Prayer and Devotional presented by Vice President, Jeannine Robertson.
Twelve members were present and all were once again in good spirits.
TOPICS COVERED WERE:
SOS –
April – Cleaning Products
May – Personal Items
June - Diapers
For April’s activity we will be making baskets under the guiding of our own very talented Meredith Press. She will bring all supplies and cost will be $25 per person.
A sign up sheet will be available for those interested in attending.
Treasurer reported there was $97 in the kitty plus what will be collected
today –
distribution to be discussed at a later date.
The subject of whether to meet in July and August was brought up. It was decided to
bring up the subject again at the June Meeting.
We discussed that it would be good to have someone willing to send get well cards,
sympathy cards, etc. to members of the congregation. We discussed the need for a
calling tree in emergency situations. We also discussed a better way to handle memorial gifts including the thank you cards that should be sent. Jeannine Robertson
said she would like to be included in that committee as she can do these things
from home.
FUTURE MEETING DATES;
April 30th. - Bring your own drink and snack if needed.
May – Due to Memorial Day and several other conflicts, there will be no WELCA
meeting.
June - Is the 18th. This will be a game day/going to lunch day.
Meeting was adjourned at approximately 11 AM with the Lord’s Prayer.
ACTIVITY OF THE DAY: Gnome making. Cari Lonergan taught all of the
ladies the procedure for making gnomes. They turned out exquisite.
Sometime in the future
there will be a contest to see who can identify who made each one.
Respectfully submitted,
Jeannine Robertson/Secretary

Council Meeting Highlights
March 9, 2022 Meeting
1. The damaged soffits on Luther Hall, the BBQ Hut, and the Bandstand have been repaired and the work has been paid for. Additional
offerings from the congregation were sufficient to cover the entire
cost, with extra to supplement our Improvement Fund. The
congregation is thanked for their generosity.
2. Council is assembling an Audit Team for an audit of the 2021
Financial Records, to be completed in late March or early April.
3. April 24-27 vacation time was approved for Pastor Steve.
4. Once the dishwasher is installed, the congregation’s level of
interest in a Coffee Hour, including how often, will be investigated.

April Celebrations:

Birthdays:
Ron Press on April 15, Melanie Mellenthin on April 17,
Richard Palmer on April 21 and Luis Diaz on April 28.
Anniversaries: Louise and Roy Cobb on April 23.
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Council Officers &
Members
President
Don Koppler

We once again want to remind you to please do not
bring food that is past the last date of sale. SOS cannot
legally give out food to people where the last date of
sale has passed. Please bring food in original containers
only and please do not leave it out on the porch in front
the door if the church is not open.

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry
As you know, the impact of COVID has
deepened the presence of food insecurity in
our area. And so SOS continues in its mission.
If you would like to support SOS, you can drop
off food and other necessities at Hope during
the week (the office is open M-Th, 9am-2pm)
or on Sunday morning if you’re attending
worship. Check out what type of foods or
other necessities WELCA is suggesting we focus
on each month.

Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of
each month from 9am to noon at Shepherd of
the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W. Norvell
Bryant Hwy in Lecanto.
Donations by check that are made out to SOS
Inc. can be mailed to SOS, PO Box 640774,
Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.
page 7

Vice President
Jane Skidmore
Secretary
Diane LeDuc
Treasurer
Deacon Diane Kahler
Personnel Committee
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
Property
Victor Kahler
Council Member
Nancy Miller
Council Member
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Council Member
Cindy Todd
Council Member
Hans Witter

Dear Hope Family,
Thank you all for your support during this difficult time, it meant
alot to our family. It’s hard to believe that mom is gone but I
know that she is still around us and smiling but back home
with God and is finally at peace.
Thank you again,
Bill Kessel,
Debbie Andres and Family and
Dianna Knoblauch and Family.

LOCKED DOORS:
We would like once again to remind you that if you use any
part of the church or Luther Hall for any reason, that you
make it a point to make sure that all doors are closed and
locked when you leave.
The door in the parlor that leads outside was left ajar
not long ago. This creates a very dangerous situation for
both our secretary and our custodian.
When they come in—in the morning someone could be in
the church and they would not have known it.
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Music, Music, Music
After the 40 days of the Lenten season, we finally get to celebrate
Easter and saying Hallelujah again! As I write this, it is still a few
weeks away, but close enough to really look forward to saying and
singing it again.
Hallelujah is a special word! It has depth of meaning, “praise ye Jah”
from Hebrew, joyous praise in song from the first part of the word and
“Jah” (“Yah”) which translates to YHWH (Yahweh). So, in essence
when we sing Hallelujah, we are praising in song to God.
So many of our wonderful hymns, both from Easter specifically and
many others generally, we get to sing Hallelujah or Alleluia. It is also
included in many Psalms. So, we do get to speak it as well as sing it.
I am looking forward to it and really love using it whenever possible!
The reason is the meaning! Be sure to think about that meaning when
you sing or say it ~ I’m sure it will make it special for you as well.

In Christ,
Jacki Scott
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Operation Christmas Child

We received a message from Franklin Graham’s
Samaritan’s Purse that some of our 2021 Shoeboxes
recently were handed out in Ukraine.
God knew there was a need and over 3,000 boxes
were delivered in a war zone.
That inspires me to raise our goal to at least 75 to
100 “boxes of love” for this year’s donation.
Can you help?
We will need $900.00 by November if we reach our
goal of 100 boxes.

Thank you for your generosity as God puts giving into
your hearts.
Yours in Christ,
Carole Warden
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reCent quilt Held by tHe 4 J’s :

(Janis Edwards, Joanna Moore,
Joyce Davis and June Towner).
This quilt was made by Janis Edwards
Plans for the future of our quilting group
will be discussed as well as working on, our
goal of 75 quilts.
Upcoming Meetings:

April 12: @9:30 am
April 26: @ 9:30am
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Hope’s Prayer List:
Mike Coviello
Steve Kasco
Sally Neuberger

Information About Hope’s
Prayer List
In March, Hope began maintaining our Prayer List in a way used by
many other congregations. In order to ensure the Prayer List stays
current, a name or other prayer concern will be kept on the Prayer
List for one month from the time it was added to the List. We will, of
course, keep it on the List for an additional month(s) if we receive a
request to do so. In addition, the List will be reformatted for easier
reading. If there is a name or other concern on the List in this
Newsletter that you would like to remain on the List in the May
Newsletter, please call the office and tell Debbie.
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