Hope’s Newsletter
“ To K n ow C h r i s t A n d To M a k e H i m K n ow n ”

A Messa ge From Pastor
During my vacation in June, I
visited family and friends in
Michigan. It was so good to
play with the grandchildren,
renew
those
friend
connections, and spend time
reading on the Lake Michigan
beach.
In July I led worship at a
church camp – yeah, it was
work, and it was a lot of fun.
And I attended a couple of
classes at camp, one on
painting in acrylics and the
other on church leadership. I
hadn’t had an art class since
elementary school, so that was
an interesting way to step
outside the familiar box for
me. The instructor encouraged
each of us to let the creativity
happen.
But let me get to the main
point: The class on church
leadership was based on the
book, What’s the Least You
Can Believe and Still Be a
Christian, by Martin Thielen.
We had a lot of very
interesting
discussion,
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especially when we talked August 2012
about a set of handouts with
articles by Christian Piatt Address:
9425 N. Citrus Springs Blvd
about why young people are Citrus Springs Florida 34434
not in the church.
Mailing Address:
The article that struck me
the most was the final one:
“Four Reasons I Came Back
to Church.” His four reasons
are: I found a community
that
defied Christian
stereotypes; I found deeper
meaning; I found my voice;
and I found a sense of
belonging.
I noticed that a lot of the
things church development
people have taught in the
past are not important to
the young adults in our
community. We have been
told that in order to reach
more people, a congregation
must have:
 Excellent preaching
 An
elaborate music
program
 A
p a r t i c u l a r
denomination
(Continued on page 2)
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Pastor’s Message (Continued from pa ge 1)




Easy access to a lot of small groups
Doctrines or creeds they all agree
on
Nice facilities – carpet, restrooms,
gardens, etc

Piatt’s answer to this is: Young people
can find good preaching and music on
the internet; young people can find
small groups at country clubs and
other hang-outs. What they want to
find is a sense of belonging to a
community, and to the people in the
community. They want to be able to
be themselves within the community.
And they want to find a sense of
authenticity.
Here at Hope, we do a wonderful job of
making guests feel welcome, and
invite them to belong, just as they are.
We all know that we are who we are,
saints and sinners, loved and forgiven
by God. We all know that there are
lots of people who would be welcome
at Hope and find it easy to belong
here.
And, here at Hope, we are pretty
darned authentic.
 I’ve heard I do a pretty good job of
preaching the gospel as I
understand it – an act of
authenticity.
 We know we don’t have the best
choir in town, but we have







dedicated music leaders and singers
who give their authentic best.
We know we’re not the biggest
church in the community, but we
have a really big heart, and we
h a v e a f e w e x c e l l e nt a n d
authentically caring small groups.
Luther’s small catechism is taught
and preached and lived out at Hope,
and it’s hard to get a more
authentic interpretation of the
scriptures than his. (In my opinion)
Our facilities are not the newest or
the fanciest, and our grounds are
not golf-course- putting-greens, but
we work hard to keep them in great
shape and they represent our
authentic selves. They are all well
used, for ministry for ourselves and
to those in the community.

Isn’t this the kind of place you are
proud to belong to? Isn’t this the kind
of place you could invite others to
belong to? Aren’t you glad you can be
your authentic self at Hope? Isn’t this
the kind of place others would be able
to be their authentic selves at too?
If you wish to read more of the articles
by Christian Piatt, I’ll have a few
copies available in the wall pocket
outside my office door.
Authentically, in HOPE
Pastor Lynn
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Kiwanis Bowling for Kids
Kiwanis Bowling for Kids
takes place on August 26
from 2-5pm at Manatee
Lanes in Crystal River. This
fund-raiser
provides
scholarships for students at
Crystal River High School,
and helps the Kiwanis Club
of Central Ridge-Crystal
River provide a Christmas
dinner for folks who would
otherwise eat home alone
that day. For tickets, which
cost $20 for 3 games and
shoes, contact Pastor Lynn.

Council Officers &
Members
President
Vic Kahler
Evangelism/Stewardship
Finance Committee
Property Committee
Vice President
Russ Telfer
Memorial Committee
Secretary
Steve Northsea
First Saturday
Property Committee
Treasurer
Deacon Diane Kahler
Worship & Music Committee
Chancel Bell/Chimes
Personnel
Deacon John Chiappetta
Worship & Music Committee
Aida Diaz
Youth Group
Connie De Turek

Dollars And Sense From The
Treasurer’s Desk
Date
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 26

June 2012
Regular
Communion
Income
Attendance
3,560.00
57
2,333.00
60
2,821.00
57
2,445.00
48

Vivian Matthews
Deacon Ted Polack
Ushers
Richard Regan
Endowment
Property Committee
Helen Van Horn
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Acolytes
Family Activities
Greeters & Guest Greeter
Readers
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea

Total Inflows: $ 11,923.00
Total Outflows: $ 10,817.13
The full financial statement is available in Luther Hall.
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Citrus County Blessings
In Citrus County, 67% of children are
on government-assisted meal programs
at school on weekdays. On the
weekend, many of these children have
no food at home, for many reasons.
Citrus County Blessings sends
backpacks of non-perishable food items
home for the weekend. Backpacks
packed at Hope will be delivered to
needy children at Citrus Springs
Elementary and at Central Ridge
Elementary. This is one small way we
can help.

The program will really take off after
Labor Day. There will be a volunteer
training scheduled in mid-to-late
August for all those who will stock food,
sanitize backpacks, fill backpacks, etc.
A sign-up sheet will be posted when we
know more.
Elsewhere in the newsletter is a list of
food donations, for those who like to
shop. Cash donations are always
welcome, to help the organization to
purchase food in bulk. You may make
donations to Hope, with Citrus County
Blessings in the memo line.

Hope’s History Trivia




At the May 1997 celebration of
Hope’s 25th anniversary, a time
capsule was buried, containing
videos of church happenings
during the past year, a newsletter,
mementos from various
congregational committees, a
church directory, and other items.
Does anyone know where it is?
LMF
In 1997, the Evangelism
Committee included tips in three
categories, nourishment,
participation, and recruitment, for
helping the church grow. In

September, the tips included a
praying for the congregational
council; an encouragement to get
involved in helping maintain the
building and grounds; and JUMP for
JOY! In other words, be enthusiastic
a b o ut y o u r f a i t h a nd y o ur
congregation.


The “Piggie Bank Project” raised
over $100 in October to help poor
farmers in Haiti become more
sufficient. The $100 was enough to
purchase two pairs of pigs.
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List of Items Needed for Citrus County Blessings
BLESSINGS ITEMS
NEEDED VIA DONATIONS:

SINGLE SERVING SIZE
BEANIE WEANIES (POP
TOP)

PEANUT BUTTER 18 OZ
PARMALOT MILK, 2%-NONREFRIGERATED
32OZ OR
INDIVIDUAL SIZE
JELLY 18 OZ SIZE (no glass/squeeze
bottle preferred)

SINGLE SERVING SIZE MAC AND
CHEESE (POP TOP)
SINGLE SERVING BEEF STEW (POP
TOP)
INDIVIDUAL SIZE DRINK BOXES OR
POUCHES OF ANY KIND

SINGLE SERVING FRUIT CUPS
CHILI/NO BEANS (POP TOP)
SINGLE SERVING PUDDING CUPS
(NON-REFRIGERATED)
SINGLE
CUPS

SERVING

SIZE

JELLO

SINGLE SERVING SIZE CEREAL
BOXES
CEREAL BARS
CHICKEN IN WATER
POP TOP CANS)

ALL FOOD SHOULD BE SINGLE
SERVING, READY TO EAT AND POP
TOP
SINGLE SERVING SIZE CAN EITHER
BE 7 0Z. OR 15 OZ.
BACKPACKS: ANY SIZE AND FOR
ANY GENDER

(POUCH OR

Did You Ever Wonder…..?
Did you ever wonder what the two big
boxes in the sanctuary were? They are
the organ speakers.

Altar Committee
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Trinity Institute Webcast*
Radical Christian Life: equipping ourselves
for social change
November 9-11

It seems like a long way off, yet it will
take some planning. As a Partner Site
for this annual Theological Conference
for clergy and lay people, we will
advertise for it, provide food and
hospitality for it. And hopefully have a
lot of people attend it.
During the conference, we will hear
p r e se nt a t i o ns b y S i st e r J o a n
Chittister, OSB, and participate in
“Creative Work Session” conversations
led by local leaders. We will explore
questions such as: What faith,
tradition, and spiritual practices help
us discern where we are called to
engage the world? Where will we find
the creativity and resilience to get
involved?
Folks who attend the event in New
York City will pay over $200 to attend.
Local folks will pay $45 to attend the
event at Hope, including meals.
Please block out the time in your
calendar and invite your friends to
attend. “Friends” in this case refers to
those from other churches, other
faiths, and even no faith, who would
otherwise never step foot in the door of
a (Lutheran) church.

There will be more information
available as it becomes known to us.
*A Webcast is a live broadcast of an
event over the internet. We will project
it on a large screen with sound system
for all to enjoy.
Trinity Institute Schedule
Friday Evening, Nov 9
6 pm registration and refreshments
7pm Welcome and Joan Chittister
Saturday, Nov 10
8am registration and continental
breakfast
8:30 am Morning Prayer
9am Creative Work Session #1
10:45am Creative Work Session #2
12 lunch
1:30pm Joan Chittister
3:30pm Creative Work Session #3
Sunday, Nov 11
9:30am Some liturgical elements from
the event will be used in worship
Ritual of Commissioning during
worship
11:15am Some may choose to enjoy the
worship broadcast from Trinity
Wallstreet, with Richard Rohr, OFM,
preaching.
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Family Members in the Military
We remember & pray for those who
protect our liberty by serving in the
military.
Ginny Cameron’s grandson:
Tech Sergeant John Edward Werner
John & Margarita Chiappetta’s son:
Luis Jimemez
Janet Esworthy’s nephew:
Major Marc Orndorff

Joan Klotz’s two grandsons:
Brian Lucas and Kevin Lucas
Vivian Matthews’ granddaughter:
Capt. Kari Matthews
Edith Regan’s daughter:
Storekeeper Chief Phyllis Thomas
Please let the church office know of
others we can add to this list.

Members Who Are Homebound or Residing in Car e
Facilities
Johanna Barrett—Home
Ginny Cameron—Home
Nancy D’Auria—Woodland Terrace,
Lecanto
Sebastian D’Auria—Home
Teofilo Diaz—Home
Joan Layton—Home

Dorothy Scianna—Crystal Gem
Manor, Crystal River
Karen Summers—Home
Ruby Wagner—Barrington Place

Thank you to:


Deacons Ted, John, and Diane for
“taking care of things” while I
enjoyed my vacation. It’s nice to
know I can leave and all will be well.
It’s also nice to know it takes three
people to replace me. (not really)



Martha Circle members for their
dedication to service, this time with
the fun of an auction fund raiser for
shipping shoeboxes for Operation
Christmas Child. Thanks, Mike, for
being a great auctioneer.
Pastor Lynn
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Thank You….
Special thanks to Lynn Polack who
makes sure the sign is out every
Sunday at Route 41 for visitors to see.
She removes the sign after service as
well, even when it is pouring down
rain!
Thanks to all who helped make the
“Christmas in July” event a big
success.

Thanks also to Francine Richard who
helps broadcast our news thru local
media. Good job, Francine!
Thanks to our 3 wonderful deacons who
held a service for Fred Seeger at
Bushnell cemetery on June 29.
Thanks to Constance DeTuerk-Telfer
and Lillian Taylor for helping Kelly
with office work on Thursdays.

A Mar tyr Moment
John Bunyon remembered
on August 31
John Bunyan (1628-1688) was born at
Elstow, England, about a mile from
Bedford, and became one of the most
influential authors of the seventeenth
century. Few writers in history have
left such a wealth of Christ-centered
writings.
Bunyan’s moving conversion is
recorded in his Grace Abounding to
the Chief of Sinners. His first lasting
conviction of sin was produced by a
sermon denouncing the violation of
the Lord’s Day by labor, sports or
otherwise-because his greatest
enjoyment came from sports on the
Lord’s Day. In 1655 Bunyon was
baptized by immersion by Pastor John
Gifford of Bedford and was called to

preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Bunyan was arrested November 12,
1660 for preaching without the
approval of the Anglican Church. He
was charged with “teaching men to
worship God contrary to the law” and
was in jail more than twelve years.
His most well-known work, The
Pilgrim’s Progress, was written while
in the Bedford jail. During Bunyan’s
lifetime there were 100,000 copies
circulated in the British Isles, beside
several editions in North America. It
has been continuously in print since its
first printing. Bunyan’s remarkable
imagery was firmly rooted in the
Reformation doctrines of man’s fallen
nature, grace, imputation, justification
and the atonement-all of which
Bunyan seems to have derived directly
from Scripture.
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More Fun From the Files of Joan Layton
Dear Abby Columns
ODE TO MYOPIA
My face in the mirror isn’t wrinkled or
drawn.
My house isn’t dirty – the cobwebs are
gone.
My gardens look lovely, and so does the
lawn.
I think I might NEVER put my glasses
back on.
(Author unknown)
WHAT’S UP
We’ve got a two-letter word we use
constantly that may have more
meanings than any other. The word is
UP.
It is easy to understand UP, meaning
toward the sky or toward the top of a
list. But when we waken, why do we
wake UP? At a meeting, why does a
topic come UP? And why are
participants said to speak UP? Why are
officers UP for election? And why is it
UP to the secretary to write UP a
report?
The little word is not really needed, but
we use it anyway. We brighten UP a
room, light UP a cigar, polish UP the
silver, lock UP the house and fix UP the
old car.

At other times it has special meanings.
People stir UP trouble, line UP for
tickets, work UP an appetite, think UP
excuses and get tied UP in traffic.
To be dressed in one thing but to be
dressed UP is special. It may be
confusing, but a drain must be opened
UP because it is stopped UP.
In order to be UP on the proper use of
UP, look UP the word in the
dictionary. In one desk-sized edition
UP takes UP half a column; and the
listed definitions add UP to about 40.
If you are UP to it, you might try
building UP a list of the many ways in
which UP is used. It may take UP a lot
of your time, but it you don’t give UP,
you may wind UP with a thousand.
Frank S. Endicott
Comment from Pastor Lynn: I hope you
show UP for worship each week.
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Opera tion Christmas Child...2012
Thanks to each and every person who
helped in any way to make the
“Christmas in July Auction” a success!
A very special “shout out “ of thanks to
Pastor Mike, who did a superb job of
auctioneering the event. Extra thanks
to ladies of Martha Circle who worked
extra hard to ensure the success of our
project. When I asked at the auction
for you to BID, BID, BID and BUY,
BUY, BUY...you did, and we exceeded
our goal of $600 with a total of $1,035.
This is the full amount we will need to
ship our “shoeboxes” this fall.

We can not do what we do without the
support of our generous congregation
and friends. A big hug of THANKS to
all!
Carole Warden

Thanks From Vic Kahler
I would like to thank Edith and Dick
Regan, Jim Earl, Steve Northsea, and
Patrick Jewell for all their help since
our last report.

*

No Council Meeting in July *
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Mar tha Circle
Ladies…Please join us in Luther Hall
on August 1 at 1:00 p.m. for a Martha
Circle gathering. We will meet in
Classroom 3 to work on our shoebox
ministry and some craft projects. Light

refreshments will be served. See you
there on the first Wednesday of August!
Carole Warden

Thrivent Night At The Ballpark!
Join us for a wonderful afternoon as we
cheer on the Tampa Bay Rays. This is
a Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
sponsored event to benefit Luther
Springs Camp.
Tampa Bay Rays vs. Oakland A’s
Saturday, August 25, 2012
Game time 1:10 p.m.
Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg, FL

The tickets are $20.00 for “Tickets
Only’ or $35.00 for “Bus and Ticket”
$5.00 of every ticket will be used to
benefit the fundraiser for Luther
Springs Camp. Limited number of
tickets are available. Get your orders
in early.
The forms are posted in Luther Hall.
Yellow forms are for “Tickets Only”
$20.00. Blue forms are for “Bus and
Ticket”. Deadline for ordering tickets
is August 6.

Known Bir thdays and
Anniversaries in August
Birthdays
1 Gladys Schlegel
3 Sue Hovis
5 Janet Esworthy
6 Peyton Vilardi
7 Kim Williams
Carole Warden
10 Linda Becker
12 Joan Weiler
23 Dee Forsyth

25 Steven Penn
Kerry Reed
27 Renate Wilms-Rovin
28 Sheri Vilardi
Anniversaries
1 James & Anita O’Donnell (32)
6 Mike & Beth Penn (24)
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Those Assisting in Worship for August
Communion Assistants and Acolytes

Assisting Ministers

5—Dee Forsyth/Lynn Polack
12—Deacon John Chiappetta/Casey Gaylardo
19—Renate Wilms-Rovin/Brenna Towne
26—Steve Northsea/Anthony Diaz

Deacon John Chiappetta
Anthony Diaz
Deacon Diane Kahler
Steve Northsea
Steven Penn
Deacon Ted Polack
Ryan Towne
Renate Wilms-Rovin

Altar Guild
Margaret DeWalt
Margarita Chiappetta
Casey Gaylardo
Diane Kahler

Nursery

5—Janice Pitre
12—Judy Thomason-Kasco
19—Sue Hovis
26—Ann Becwar

Guest Greeter
Joan Klotz

Greeters
Sue & Jim Hovis
Ushers for the Month
Russ Telfer
Dick Regan

Lay Readers
5—Carole Warden
12—Diane Kahler
19—Ted Polack
26—Jackie Dean

Mon

10:30a Sunday’s
Coming CR1

27

26 Communion

9:30a Worship
10:45a Fellowship
2:00p Deeper Life L.H.

10:30a Sunday’s
Coming CR1
10:30a Evangelism/
Stewardship

20

19 Communion

9:30a Worship
10:45a Fellowship
2:00p Deeper Life L.H.

10:30a Sunday’s
Coming CR1

13

12 Communion

9:30a Worship
10:45a Fellowship
2:00p Deeper Life L.H.

10:30a Sunday’s
Coming CR1

6

9:30a Worship
10:45a Fellowship
2:00p Deeper Life L.H.

5 Communion

August 2012

Sun

28

7:00p Council Mtg

21

6:30p Music & Worship
Mtg

14

7

Tue

1:00p Art Group

29

1:00p Art Group

22

1:00p Art Group

15

1:00p Art Group
2:00p Healing Service

8

30

23

16

9

2

1
1:00p Art Group
1:00p Martha Circle
CR3
6:00p Youth Group

Thu

Wed

31

24

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

11

4

Sat

