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Open Your Hearts

If you’ve been at Hope for
Sunday worship lately, then
perhaps you’ve noticed that
I have a new stole. While
browsing the display tables
at this year’s Synod
Assembly, I came across a
display of wonderful stoles
being shown by the woman
who created them. I was
drawn to a number of them,
but one in particular caught
my eye. The predominant
color is green – which
makes it a stole for the
Season After Pentecost,
which we are now moving
through. (Each season of
the church year has a color
associated with it.) There
are three different fabric
patterns present in the
stole – and while I love all
three, it is one of the
three that led me to
purchase the stole.
Present in the fabric are
various colorful depictions
of the flora and fauna that
you’d find in oceans, rivers,
and lakes. Kelp, fish, sea

urchins, starfish – even
alligators. I’ve received
several comments about
the stole being perfect
for Florida and, while
that’s true, it’s not the
reason I bought it. I look
at the images and I am
reminded that I too
seldom have a deep
enough sense of
gratitude to God for the
creation that God has
fashioned for us. I look
at the images and I am
reminded of how deeply
Jesus valued nature.
Much of his teachings
drew from the natural
world – mustard seeds
and yeast, lilies and
ravens and sheep. And
we hear in the gospels
that Jesus would
withdraw into nature for
prayer and renewal. I
look at the images and I
am reminded that God
has called us to be
faithful stewards of
God’s creation.
(cont. on next page)
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Message (cont.)
(In case the word
“steward” is unfamiliar to
you, a steward is someone
who manages property that
belongs to someone else,
and is expected to do so
according to the will and
wishes of the owner.) And
so the stole is a lifting up
of the gift, beauty, and
value of creation – and of
our responsibility toward
it.
As you may know, there
has been a growing trend in
the church to be much
more mindful of ecological
spirituality and the
theology of nature. I had
the opportunity to hear a
keynote address at a synod
assembly by someone who
has been thinking,
speaking, and writing about
those things for decades –
H. Paul Santmire. During
his keynote, he suggested
that sometimes our
prayers or the words we
use in worship
unintentionally imply a
devaluing of nature. His
example came from the
opening words of the Great
Thanksgiving that leads us
to communion. As we say
“Lift up your hearts. We
lift them to the Lord” we
imply that we need to
somehow raise ourselves
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above God’s creation to
have an encounter with
our Lord – as if our Lord’s
presence is not sweeping
through and permeating
all of God’s creation. And
so he suggested a change
in that wording – “Open
your hearts. We open
them to the Lord.”
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And so, I love my new
stole because, through its
images, I am reminded of
the intimate presence of
creation’s Creator in all
that surrounds us, and I
hear from the images a
gracious invitation to open
ourselves to that
presence as Jesus did
and, in so doing, find joy
and peace of spirit.
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Letter to God about Pet Dog
Our 14 year old dog, Abbey, died last month. The day after she died, my 4 year old
daughter Meredith was crying and talking about how much she missed Abbey. She asked
if we could write a letter to God so that when Abbey got to heaven, God would recognize
her. I told her that I thought we could so she dictated these words:
Dear God,
Will you please take care of my dog? She died yesterday and is with you in heaven. I miss
her very much. I am happy that you let me have her as my dog even though she got sick.
I hope you will play with her. She likes to play with balls and to swim. I am sending a picture of her so when you see her You will know that she is my dog. I really miss her.
Love, Meredith
We put the letter in an envelope with a picture of Abbey and Meredith and addressed it
to God/Heaven. We put our return address on it. Then Meredith pasted several stamps on
the front of the envelope because she said it would take lots of stamps to get the letter
all the way to heaven. That afternoon she dropped it into the letter box at the post office. A few days later, she asked if God had gotten the letter yet. I told her that I
thought He had.
Yesterday, there was a package wrapped in gold paper on our front porch addressed, 'To
Meredith' in an unfamiliar hand. Meredith opened it. Inside was a book by Mr. Rogers
called When a Pet Dies. Taped to the inside front cover was the letter we had written to
God in its opened envelope. On the opposite page was the picture of Abbey and Meredith
and this note:
Dear Meredith,
Abbey arrived safely in heaven. Having the picture was a big help. I recognized Abbey
right away.
Abbey isn't sick anymore. Her spirit is here with me just like it stays in your heart. Abbey loved being your dog. Since we don't need our bodies in heaven, I don't have any
pockets to keep your picture in, so I am sending it back to you in this little book for you
to keep and have something to remember Abbey by.

Thank you for the beautiful letter and thank your mother for helping you write it and

send it to me. What a wonderful mother you have. I picked her especially for you.
I send my blessings every day and remember that I love you very much.
By the way, I'm easy to find. I am wherever there is love.
Love,
God
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August Celebrations
Birthdays
Carole Warden
Julia Southard
Alan Harris
Dee Forsyth
Kerry Reed
Tyler Thompson
Zachary Roling
Renate Wilms-Rovin

August 7
August 15
August 19
August 23
August 25
August 26
August 27
August 27

Anniversaries
James & Anita O’Donnell August 1
(38)
Peggy and Bob Schade August 13
(53)

Council Highlights

Council Highlights
July 10, 2019 Meeting
1. Established a committee to
prioritize the long list of repairs presented by Hans and
Victor.
2. Council clarified that Stewardship in July concerns the
already existing Pastor Capital Fund which will enter its
third year on August 1.
3.Regretfully accepted the resignation of Charlene Hickman
from council. A vacancy on
council exists.
4.Appointed Jane Skidmore to
Long Range Planning as Liaison
to council.
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WELCA at Hope
Hope Lutheran Church
Citrus Springs, Florida
WELCA
July 13, 2019
Meeting was called to order by Jeannine at 10:00 a.m.
Members present – Jeannine, Peggy, Judith, Sue, Julia, Carol, Sarah, Jane H,
Michel, Dee and Jane S
Visitors: Martha and Becky
Devotion – given by Judith from Proverbs 16:24 “Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and heath to the body.” May we be
ever mindful of the way our words might impact those to whom we
speak. Let us aspire to use our speech with godly purpose.
Devotions in August will be given by Sarah.
Old Business – none
New Business – Judith picked up information at the Synod Assembly regarding
the WELCA fall gathering in Leesburg. She also presented a
letter from the garden group thanking all of the quilters for the
quilts that were given to CASA and the veterans.
Basket Making – the class was cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances but
will be rescheduled when Meredith has an open date.
Discussions regarding future projects –
a. Filling Shoeboxes – August 3 starting at 9:30 a.m. Carole Warden will
set up the boxes and the items we will be putting into the boxes and
we will help fill them for Operation Christmas Child;
b. Making of communion bread – September 21 starting at 9:30 a.m. We
will be making three different types of bread for a taste test. While
the bread is baking, we will try our hand at chair yoga if Michel can
talk her instructor into coming and giving us a class;
c. Field trip (tentative) – October date to be determined - we will be
taking a field trip to Brooksville to the Teal Plank to try our hands at
making an item that we would pick out ahead of time. Everyone was
encouraged to do their research on line to see what items are available;
d. Clean up Kitchen (will do in stages) – November date to be determined;
e. Candy making – December 14 at 9:30 a.m.;
f. Clean pews in church – date to be determined.
Meeting adjourned at 11:10.
Closing prayer – closing prayer was given by Jeannine.
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Thank You!

WELCA Notes

A special thank you to Victor for
putting up a new American flag at our
building in time for the Fourth of July!

Our group is growing. We had 12
and one guest - and all wanted to
talk at once. I loved it.

So many chores get done at Hope
without anyone even realizing them.
So thanks to all the Volunteers who
do these chores without getting
recognition! You all are appreciated.

The group is excited and upbeat
about our upcoming projects. It
feels good to be part of a group
that helps others.

Carole Warden

Patron Saint of Cooks
St. Lawrence
Dec.25,225-August 10, 258
He was one of the seven deacons of
the city of Rome, Italy, under Pope
Sixtus II who was martyred in the
persecutions of the Christians that
the Roman Emperor Valerian ordered
in 252.
As a deacon in Rome, Lawrence was
responsible for the material goods of
the Church and the distribution of
alms to the poor. The prefect of
Rome demanded that Lawrence turn
over the treasure which he refused
to do. The prefect was so angry that
he had a gridiron prepared with hot
coals beneath it and had Lawrence
placed on it. After Lawrence had suffered pain for a long time, the legend
concludes he cheerfully declared,
“I’m done on this side. Turn me over.”
From this St. Lawrence has patronage of cooks and chefs.
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The next meeting is August 3rd, at
9:30 AM, where we will put shoeboxes together for the shoebox
ministry. Don't forget to bring your
brown bag lunch if you are able to
stay for lunch.
Love and God bless all,
Jeannine (352) 220-2802

Farewell for Susan

Susan Collins’ Farewell on Sunday June 30.
(Photo courtesy of Judy Thomason)

Dollars and Sense from the Treasurer's Desk
June 2019
Communion
Regular Offering
Sat 4:30PM
Sun 8AM
Sun 10AM Total
6/2 $3193
17
13
43
73
6/9 $2523
15
7
37
59
6/16
$3557
21
7
46
74
6/23 $1643
19
11
33
63
6/30 $2056
19
10
35
64
Total inflow: $15,748.00
Total outflow: $31,207.00 (includes annual insurance
payment)
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Operation Christmas Child
Sales of school supplies are in full
swing! Take advantage of the bargains
now! We can use pens, pencils, erasers,
pencil sharpeners, rulers, colored pencils, markers, glue sticks, crayons ,small
scissors, and notebook paper.
Bring items to Luther Hall or give them
to Carole Warden. We also accept cash
donations or I can shop for you.
Remember the date to add to your calendar is August 3 Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
WELCA will be in Luther Hall to fill
shoeboxes!
Everyone is welcome to help and all you
need is yourself. Items to fill the boxes
will be laid out for you and it is fun and
easy to fill these boxes!
Come join us!
Carole Warden
Operation Christmas Child
Coordinator
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(Photo courtesy of Carole Warden)

Council Minutes
Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church – June 12, 2019 Council Minutes
1. Call to order by President Julia at 6:00 P.M.
2. Roll call by secretary Steve N.
Pastor Steve Brisson _P_; Marilyn Butler _P_; Charlene Hicklin _P_; Judy Howe _P_; Diane Kahler* _P_; Victor Kahler _P_; Steve
Northsea _P_; Meredith Press _P_; Peggy Schade _P_; Jane Skidmore _P_; Julia Southard _P_; Cindy Todd _P_; Renate Wilms-Rovin
_P_; Hans Witter _P_; * not a voting member
3. The devotion based upon Module 2 of Chapter 1 of Spiritual Maturity by Frank A. Thomas was led by Pastor Steve.
4. The opening prayer was led by pastor Steve.
5. There were no visitors.
6. It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to adoption of the June 12, 2019 agenda with the following additions: under old business - b. Council approval of Hope members appointed per guidelines to the Mutual Ministry Committee; under new business - d. Replacement of the Narthex refrigerated drinking fountain, e. Request from members of Hope for assistance, change from d. to f. Resignation
of organist/choir director effective June 30; and add g. ELCA Leadership on-line form.
7. It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the secretary report of the May 8, 2019 regular meeting as published.
8. The report of the Treasurer for May was reviewed and filed for audit.
9. The report of the Pastor was reviewed. (see packet)
10. Reports of Council Liaison
Evangelism Committee (Liaison – Meredith) Meredith reported the items on the consent agenda (Apple Fest and
Church picnic were discussed and finalized.
Finance Committee (Liaison – Julia) did not meet.
Worship Committee (Liaison – Peggy) See packet.
Digital Committee (Liaison – Steve) (no meeting) Daily prayer is back online.
Long Range Planning (Liaison – Hans) did not meet.
Property (Liaison – Vic) See packet.
Virtual Calendar Committee (Liaison – Marilyn) did not meet.
Social Ministry Committee (Liaison – Marilyn) did not meet.
Education Committee (Liaison – Judy) did not meet.
Stephen Ministry (Liaison – Steve) did not meet, but will commission three new Stephen ministers at the 10 A.M.
service on Sunday, June, 30. They are Meredith McCartan, Ronald Press and Patricia Rowe.
Personnel Committee (Liaison – Diane) did not meet.
Citrus Springs Civic Association (Liaison – Meredith) Meredith reported the Sheriff’s office and Code Enforcement
gave presentations. Everyone was once again reminded to lock their cars
WELCA Report by Julia. See packet.
11. Old Business
a. The need for Stewardship Committee members was discussed and it was agreed that the Executive committee will appoint six
members by the July council meeting.
b. It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the following Hope members appointed per guidelines to the Mutual
Ministry Committee: Casey Gaylardo (1 year term), Nancy Miller (1 year term), Jane Hise (2year term), Bob Schade (2 year
term), Jeanine Robertson (3 year term), and Harold Skidmore (3 year term).
12. New Business
a. It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to approve appointment of the following Hope members to the Memorial Committee: Russ Telfer, Renate Wilms-Rovin, Victor Kahler, and Jane Skidmore. Two more members are needed. Edith Regan will be
asked if she will serve.
b. The Audit Committee will consist of Russ Telfer, Harold Skidmore and Annette McFall. Russ will chair the committee and they
will have the audit done by the next council meeting. They will audit both the general accounts and the Endowment account.
c. It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to approve appointment of the following Hope members to an ad hoc committee
to review and update Hope Council Policy and Procedure Manual: Pastor Steve, Jane Skidmore, Steve Northsea, Meredith
McCartan Press, and Julia Southard. The goal is to be able to present the updated manual for approval at the congregational
meeting January 2020.
(cont. on page 10)
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Minutes (cont.)
d. It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to replace the Narthex refrigerated drinking fountain at a cost of $547.
e. It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to ask the Endowment Committee to approve a loan of up to $5000 for help to a
member family in financial need.
f. It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to accept the resignation of organist/choir director effective June 30. It was
discussed that we would move slowly in replacing and a committee will be formed to recommend changes, salary, and do a
search for candidates.
g. The council reached consensus to only report Pastor, Deacons and congregation officers on the ELCA Leadership on-line form.
14. It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following items:
a. Barb is requesting July 5 as a day of vacation.
b. Apple Fest Saturday November 2 from 1:30 to 4:00 P.M.
c. Church picnic Saturday October 5 starting time to be announced
15. Meeting Highlights for Newsletter and Bulletin were:
1. Accepted resignation of choir director/organist to take a position at another church effective June 30, 2019.
2. . Apple Fest Saturday November 2 from 1:30 to 4:00.
3. Church picnic Saturday October 5 starting time to be announced.
4. Approved appointees to Mutual Ministry Committee.
5. Approved appointees to ad hoc committee to develop and update procedures and guidelines manual.
16. Adjournment was at 8:20 P.M. followed by the Lord’s Prayer led by Pastor Steve.

Monthly Spaghetti Dinners
AMVETS POST 89
Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner
Includes: Salad, Bread, Dessert, Coffee , Tea, and Water
Date: Tuesday, August 27 and every Fourth Tuesday of the
Month
Time; 4:00PM to 6:30PM
@ Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church
9425 N. Citrus Springs Blvd.
Citrus Springs, FL 34434
Price: $7.00
Money goes toward helping Veterans
and the Citrus County Community.
All community members and the congregation are invited to
attend!
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Diaper Drive
It’s time for our annual Diaper
Drive for our S.O.S. Food Pantry
Ministry.
We will be having a Diaper Drive
in August with the final date being August 25. A luncheon will follow on that Sunday after the
10:00AM service.
Pat and Bill Kessel, through their
Thrivent Funds, will supply the
luncheon. Pat is requesting that
the diapers and baby wipes also be brought in the month of August, to fill
the tables in Luther Hall.
Let’s have a good one! All sizes are welcome.
Thank you,
Pat
Kessel/Carole
Warden/Casey Gaylardo
(Photo courtesy
Carole Warden)
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Hope’s Prayer List
PRAYER CONCERNS
Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed so
that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton
Please pray for:
For the families of all who have passed recently.
¨Prayer for serious health concerns
For Elaina Johns, Edith Regan’s niece, who was seriously injured in a boating
accident. For Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda. For Tom Kroger, son of Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane, niece of Bill
and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of Manley Benmark. For Pat and
Bill Kessel’s sister-in-law, Shirley. For Joann Mura, neighbor of the
Kahlers.

¨ For healing and recovery
For Rick Davey. For Hans Witter. For Karen Reynolds for healing of recurring cancer. For June Towner. For Peggy Schade and for Bill Kessel. For
David Doyle. For Mike Kimbrough. For Margaret DeWalt. For Linda, who is
ill and Doug- both of whom need the Lord to help them through this. For
Nancy and Spencer with family problems. For Jim and Colleen Giovannucci.
For the children of the world.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00AM Worship Service in
August.
Acolytes
4 Ron Press/Dee Forsyth
11 Sarah Brisson/Tyler Thompson
18 Renate Wilms-Rovin/Edith Regan
25 Deacon John/Margarita Chiappetta

Altar Guild
Margarita Chiappetta
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore

Assisting Minister
4 Dee Forsyth
11 Renate Wilms-Rovin
18 Judy Thomason
25 Deacon John Chiappetta

Guest Greeter
Aida Diaz

Greeters

Lay Readers
4 Bob Schade
11 Peggy Schade
18 Judy Thomason
25 Tyler Thompson

Ushers for the Month
Luis Diaz/Tyler Penn

Charlene Hicklin/TBA

8:00a Sp Worship
9:00a Sunday
School
10:00a Worship
11:15a Diaper
Drive Luncheon

25Communion

Communion
8:00a Spoken
Worship/Healing
9:00a Sunday
School
10:00a Worship/
Healing
11:15a Fellowship

18

8:00a Spoken
Worship
9:00a Sunday
School
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

11Communion

8:00a Spoken
Worship
9:00 Sunday
School
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

4Communion

Sun

cleaning

4:00p AMVETS Dinner
Luther Hall

6a-9a- Luther Hall
cleaning

27

9:30a Quilters Luth Hall

6a-9a- Luther Hall
cleaning

20

6a-9a- Luther Hall
cleaning

13

9:30a Quilters Luther
Hall

66a-9a- Luther Hall

Tue

AUGUST 2019

6:30p Boy Scouts Luther Hall

6:00a-12p
Luther Hall cleaning

26

6:30p Boy Scouts Luther Hall

6:00a-12p Luther Hall
cleaning-

19

6:30p Boy Scouts Luther Hall

6:00a- 12p Luther Hall
cleaning

12

6:30p Boy Scouts Luther Hall

6:00a-12p Luther Hall
cleaning

5

Mon

28

9:30a Coffee Hour
11:00a Small Group

21

6:00p Council Meeting

9;30a Coffee Hour
11:00a Small Group

14

7:00p Digital Committee

9;30A Coffee Hour
11:00a Small Group
4:30p Long Range
Planning
5:00p Feed the Kids

7

Wed

6a- 11:30a Luther
Hall cleaning
8:00a-12p Property
Workday
9:30a- 11:30 Altar
Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

SUBJECT

EVENTS

30

6a- 11:30a Luther
Hall cleaning
8:00a-12p Property
Workday
9:30a- 11:30 Altar
Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

23

6a- 11:30a Luther
Hall cleaning
8:00a-12p Property
Workday
9:30a- 11:30 Altar
Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

16

6a-11:30a Luther
Hall cleaning
8:00a-12p Property
Workday
9:30a- 11:30 Altar
Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

9

Hall cleaning
9:00a-4:00p Shoebox set up Luther
Hall
8:00a-12p Property
9:30a- 11:30 Altar
Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

Sat

TO CHANGE

4:30p Informal Worship

31

4:30p Informal Worship

24

4:30p Informal Worship/Healing

17

4:30p Informal Worship

10

4:30p Informal Worship

9:30a WELCA Luther
Hall

26a-11:30a Luther 3

Fri

7:30a Serving Our
Savior

29

7:30a Serving Our
Savior

22

7:30a Serving Our
Savior

15

7:30a Serving Our
Savior

8

7:30a Serving Our
Savior

1

Thu

