Hope’s Newsletter - August 2020
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known ”

Pastor’s Message
The Wonder of It All
As you may know, Sarah and I enjoy walking when
time and temperature permit. One of our favorite
places to walk, when allowed, is along the Blue Run
stretch of the Withlacoochee Trail that begins at
the Rainbow River launch opposite Swampy’s on Rt.
484. This trail eventually brings us to a bridge that
crosses over the Withlacoochee River. For much of
the time that we have been walking, we have owned
and wore Fitbits – the little device that tracks our
miles walked. The Fitbit website receives and
compiles the distance information from our devices
and, from time to time, awards us a “badge” when a
certain number of miles have been accumulated. For
example, the Sahara Badge was awarded when we
had walked the equivalent of the distance of the
Sahara Desert. Our most recent badge indicates that
we’ve walked the distance of the diameter of the
earth. (It’s a good thing we remember to turn around
during each walk.)
During our times walking, we have made many
“friends” – meaning the various flora and fauna that
we pass by in our travels. Of course, the friends we
were making in Connecticut are, to a large extent,
different from the friends we make here in Florida.
When we walked along the East Coast Greenway,
which ran past our CT condo, we’d come across black
squirrels, a pair of belted kingfishers, blue herons
and egrets, turtles crossing to lay eggs or return to
the water, beavers, deer, the occasional black bear,
and of course all the wild flowers and trees. And
while we are still seeing some of those friends on the
Withlacoochee Trail, palm trees, a cypress swamp,
and alligators were not on our CT list.
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(cont. from page 1)
I’m talking about this because of our recent gospel lessons, which gave us
some of Jesus’ parables. The parables reminded me once again of something I’ve talked about before – Jesus’ deep appreciation for nature.
Much of Jesus’ teachings drew from the natural world – seed germinating
in soil, mustard seeds and yeast, lilies and ravens and sheep. And we also
hear in the gospels that Jesus would withdraw into nature for prayer and
renewal. It is certainly the case that Sarah and I find a sense of peace
and renewal while visiting our friends. And I would say that finding the
new friends I’ve named above has given us a renewed appreciation for the
wonder of it all – the wonders of God’s creation, and the importance of
caring for it and sharing it.
God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it was very good.
(Gen 1:31)
Yes indeed.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve

Here’s Pat Kessel delivering Receiving Blankets made by Hope’s quilters to
Patty Kinderman of the Citrus Pregnancy Center, in Inverness, where they
were badly needed. The quilters were able to provide 28 blankets in all.
Thank you to our quilters for your ministry!
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Hope Will Remain Closed Until At Least September
If you look back at the July newsletter, you’ll see in the announcement
stating that Hope will remain closed until at least August that the
decision was based on the increasing number of positive cases.
Specifically, I reported that there were at that point 277 cases in
Citrus County, with an increase of 39% over the past week.
Unfortunately, one month later the numbers are significantly higher as
new cases continue to rise at a rapid pace. And so I’ve spoken with
Meredith, our Council President, and she agrees that we should remain
closed until at least September.
We don’t make this decision lightly, as we are aware of the deep desire
among Hope’s members to resume in-person worship. Plans and practices
are in place that will allow us to do so as the numbers moderate. I am
encouraged by the fact that we are now seeing many more masks being
worn in public, as well as the many more businesses that are mandating
masks.
I will continue to send out the Home Worship Resource each week, and
we will continue to post recorded worship services on Hope’s Facebook
page. In the meantime, we will keep preparations in place for the day
when we can once again gather at Hope. Be safe. Pray hard.
Peace,
Pastor Steve
Communion Is Being Offered at Hope
As you may know, beginning early in July, I have been offering
communion at Hope to those who desire it. I am setting aside five 45
minute blocks on Friday afternoon and Saturday afternoon beginning at
12:30, 1:15, 2:00, 2:45, and 3:30. The 45 minutes allows time for
prayer and communion, some conversation, and sanitizing for the next
person / people. (No – you don’t have to stay for the entire 45 minutes
if you don’t want to.) Appropriate safety practices are observed before,
during, and after our time together. You are not required to wear a
mask – but, doing so would be appreciated. Obviously, multiple people
from the same household can come together. Please call the Office
during open hours to reserve a time:
(Monday through Thursday, 9am to 2pm).
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Another yummy recipe from Diane Kahler:
West African-style Peanut Stew with Chicken
Hands on: 20 minutes, Serves: 6, Total time: 45 minutes
Ingredients: 1 ¼ lb. boneless,skinless chicken breasts
cut into 1 inch pieces.
1 tsp salt, ¼ tsp black pepper, 3 tbs oil, 2 cups diced onion,
2 cloves garlic minced, 2 tbs finely minced fresh ginger
(or use dried), 1 tsp coriander, ½ tsp cumin, ¼ tsp turmeric,
¼ tsp cinnamon, 4 cups chicken broth, 1 (14.5 oz) can of
diced tomatoes with juices.
1 (12oz) sweet potato, peeled and cut into 1 inch cubes
½ bunch collard greens, tough ribs removed and leaves
chopped or some other hardy greens like swiss chard about
3 cups.
2 red bell peppers, seeded and chopped,
1/3 cup peanut butter, smooth or chunky.

Directions:
#1 Season chicken with ½ tsp salt and pepper. Heat 1 tbls
oil in a large pot over medium high heat. Add half of
chicken and cook until no longer pink (2-3 minutes then
transfer to a plate). Repeat with 1 tbls oil and remaining
chicken.
#2 Add remaining 1 Tbsp oil to pot and reduce heat to
medium. Add onion; cook until softened, about 3 minutes.
Add spices.
#3 Stir in broth, tomatoes, sweet potato, greens and
peppers and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to medium-low
simmer, partially covered until vegetable are tender, about
20 minutes. Return chicken and accumulated juices to pot.
Return to a boil, then stir in peanut butter, simmer until
incorporated and chicken is cooked through, 3-5 minutes.
May garnish with chopped peanuts (which I don’t).
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A New Ministry Team at Hope –
A Disinfecting Team
One of the procedures that will be necessary for
in-person worship to resume is disinfection of
surfaces. Since we will be putting practices in
place that will reduce as much as possible the
number of surfaces that receive multiple touches,
disinfection will mostly target the pews. Safety
measures will be in place for the Disinfecting team
members, and training will be provided. If you are
interested in serving on that Team, please speak
with Pastor Steve.

Thank you.
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DID YOU EVER WONDER….?
How “The Old Rugged Cross” happened to be written in 1913?
George Bernard was born in Youngstown, Ohio shortly after the
end of the Civil War, His father, a coal miner, moved the family
to Iowa, and there George came to Christ through the ministry of
the Salvation Army. He felt impressed to train for the ministry,
but his plans were disrupted when his father’s death left him
responsible for his mother and sisters. He was 16 years old.
Instead of theological school he worked by day and devoted his
spare time to books.
Eventually Georges’ obligations lessened, and he was able to move
to Chicago, married and begin a ministry with the Salvation
Army. Later he was ordained by the Methodist Episcopal church
and became a traveling evangelist.
He visualized John 3:16 leave the printed page, take form and act
out the meaning of redemption.” While watching this scene with
my mind’s eye, the theme of the song came to me.”
It took several months for the words to formulate in his mind. As
he preached through the Midwest, George would carry the words
with him, working on them, polishing them and sometimes singing
them in his meetings. It always struck a chord with his audiences.
At last, his hymn finished, George went to the home of his
friends, Rev and Mrs. L.O.Boswick and sang it for them. After
the last note, he looked at them and sked, “Will it do?”
The Boswicks were so moved that they helped pay the fee to have
it printed and it soon began appearing in hymnbooks across America.
This hymn was requested of the bell choir. We were practicing
this hymn until the lock down occurred. This will be the first hymn
we will play when we are once again able to play the English hand
bells.
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BIG FLAVOR BROCCOLI: (from Diane Kahler)
Ingredients:
1 pound broccoli (about 1 large or 2 medium heads).
5 tablespoons olive oil, divided.
Kosher salt, 1 small red onion, cut lengthwise into ½ inch slices,
4 garlic cloves, sliced.
1 ounce Parmesan cheese, finely grated (about ½ cup).
Lemon wedges (for serving).

Directions:
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Trim only the very bottom, woody part of
broccoli stem. Peel though outer layer from stem, from the florets
down to the end of the stalk. Starting from system end, cut broccoli
at a 45 degree angle into ¾ inch thick slices until you reach the
florets. Break florets apart with your hands into bite-size pieces
(this avoids getting bitsy trimmings all over the place).
Heat 3 tablespoons oil in a large heatproof skillet over medium-high until
shimmering. Add broccoli, season with salt. Cook tossing occasionally,
until broccoli is bright green and lightly charred, about 3 minutes.
Transfer to a plate, Wipe out skillet.
Heat remaining 2 tablespoons oil in same skillet over medium heat. Cook
onion and garlic, stirring often until onion is beginning to soften, about
3 minutes. Cook until the garlic is beginning to turn golden around the
edges, about 2 minutes. Do not burn the garlic!
Return broccoli to skillet and toss to coat with oil. Transfer to oven and
roast, tossing once, until broccoli is browned and tender, 20-25
minutes. When taking skillet out of the oven, wrap handle of skillet
with a towel before you forget it’s REALLY HOT
Scatter Parmesan over hot broccoli. Serve with lemon wedges alongside.

The original recipe called for the addition of 6 oil-packed anchovy
fillets. I’ve omitted them because it gets the broccoli
far too salty.
(Page 7)

St. Augustine of Hippo
Nov.13,564 - Aug 28,430
St. Augustine was a theologian and philosopher His writings influenced the
development of Western philosophy and Western Christianity and he is
viewed as one of the most important church fathers of the Latin Church.
Augustine “established anew the ancient faith”. In his youth he was drawn
to a major Persian religion. After his baptism and conversion to Christianity
in 386, Augustine developed his own approach to philosophy and theology,
accommodating a variety of methods and perspectives. Believing the Grace
of Christ was indispensable to human freedom, he helped formulate the
doctrine of original sin and made seminal contribution to the development of
just war theory.
He lived 15 years with his lover and had a child by her. He left her for a
10 years old heiress and had to wait 2 years to marry her. In the meantime, he decided to become a priest and the marriage never happened.
In his final illness he is credited with healing an ill man during the siege of
Roman Africa

Monthly AMVETS Spaghetti Dinner:
As you know the AMVETS spaghetti dinner was
cancelled for March, April, May,June
and July.
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Since the church will not be reopening in
August the Spaghetti Dinner is cancelled
for August also.
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Music Music Music
Hello August! And, hopefully, we are closer to an ending of the pandemic!
During these last few months, I have tried to remain as optimistic as
possible, without losing touch with reality! It’s not easy to do sometimes,
but it is important!
During our live recordings of worship services, the handful of musicians and
I have strived to be creative and as helpful as possible to make the worship
feel as ‘real’ as possible. I admire the generous gift of the singers who
have been very faithful in coming to help. They are indeed an inspiration
and help me realize that what we’re doing is important to you, the
congregation, to be able to worship at home with a sense of stability when
we cannot attend services in person.
I want to share a sweet story about something that happened this past
week. One of the singers, Laura, who some of you in the choir will
remember, brought her great-niece, Abby, 11 almost 12 years old, with her
to help sing. She took an instant liking to me (yea!) and hung on every word
I said and followed my instructions very well. She loved watching me play
the organ and piano and having a chance to practice singing. I understand
she sings in her school chorus at home. At a point in the service recording,
after one of the hymns, she quietly said to me, “I feel so good about that
nice music!” That gave me the opportunity to tell her how music helps people
get in touch with certain feelings and is used to help provide a certain mood.
That’s why movies, television, advertisements, etc. all use music to help
produce certain moods. It was an interesting learning experience for her
and helped her enjoy the worship that much more.
A big thank you goes out to the people of Hope for listening, participating,
enjoying and sharing the online worship. You are the reason we are doing
this, but your input is a big part of that.
As we continue to be safe through this time period, know that I am thinking
about you and how I can help make this experience better in some way for
you. I am proud of the teamwork of Pastor, Sarah, the Deacons, and the
musicians. We have almost got it perfect ~
In Christ,
Jacki Scott
Director of Music
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Hope’s 50 Anniversary
th

In 2021, Hope will be celebrating their 50
anniversary. The WELCA group has graciously
volunteered to plan the activities. They would love to
have volunteers from the congregation help them put
this all together. There will be many various
committees which WELCA will need help with. If you
would be willing to help with this wonderful event,
please let Debbie, the church secretary know. We will
start planning this event as soon as we are all able
to get together again which hopefully will be soon.
th

We have the history of the church from the beginning
of 1991 through May 18, 1997. If you have been a
member of Hope for several years or, just a short
time, WELCA would appreciate it if while you are in
isolation at home you could give thought to the
history of Hope, things you remember, things you did
during your time here, no matter what it might be.
Please write everything down so we could use it to
Help us compile Hope’s History to date.

WELCA is hoping everyone is taking precautions
and staying safe in these uncertain times. We
look forward to seeing all of you soon.
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Hope’s Diaper Drive
Once again we are sponsoring a diaper drive for SOS.
(Serving Our Savior) food pantry.
The final date and the celebration luncheon will be updated
when the dates have been determined.
Please bring packages of diapers and/or diaper wipes to
Luther Hall after the shutdown is over.
Thank you for your generous donations!
Let’s fill that van again as we did last year!
Pat and Bill Kessell and Carole Warden
This will be a Thrivent sponsored event.

Please bring the diapers: after
the virus shutdown is over

During this virus outbreak time Citrus County
Blessings will not have any regular packing times.
But, if you wish to volunteer, you can call
Christina Reed, the organizer, at 352/341-7707 to
set up your own time to pack.
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“

I believe cats to be spirits come to earth. A cat, I am
sure, could walk on a cloud without coming through.”
Jules Vern (1828-1905).
“Sometimes you have to be silent in order to be
heard.” (Swiss proverb).
“”Forgetfulness is a form of freedom” Khalil Gibran,
American poet and artist (1883-1931).
“The most important decisions you make are not the things
you do, but the things you decide not to do.” Steve Jobs
(2/24/55-10/5/2011) American business magnate.

Golden State Sherbert:
This recipe is from Carol Warden who says this is a yummy orange
sherbert for a hot summer day,

2 cups of Orange juice
2 Tbls. of lemon juice
1 1/2 cups of sugar
3 cups of milk
3 or 4 drops of “orange” food coloring
Combine the OJ, lemon juice and sugar. Stir until the
sugar dissolves. Stir in milk and food coloring until it is
evenly distributed. Pour into an Ice Cream Freezer and
freeze according to the manufacturer’s directions.
Makes two quarts.
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August Celebrations:

Anniversaries: James & Anita O’Donnell on 8/1.
Peggy & Robert Schade on 8/13
Birthdays: Carole Warden on 8/7

Julia Southard on 8/15
Alan Harris on 8/19
Dee Forsyth on 8/23
Kerry Reed on 8/25
Tyler Thompson on 8/26
Zachary Roling on 8/27
Renate Wilms-Rovin on 8/27

Here are the answers to last month’s
Books of the Bible Puzzle:
Hope you enjoyed the challenge!
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu;
kept people looking so hard for facts … and for others it was a revelation.
Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the books were not capitalized. But the truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers. To
others it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others
may require judges to help them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a
minister to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations when it is
found. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate
better. See how well you can compete. Relax now, for there really are
sixteen names of books of the Bible in this paragraph.
Books from the Old Testament:
Numbers, Judges, Ruth, Kings (without specifying 1st or 2nd)
Esther, Job, Lamentations, Amos
Books from the New Testament:
Mark, Luke, Acts, Titus
Hebrews, James, Peter (w/o specifying 1st or 2nd), Revelation
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Prayer Concerns
Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be
listed so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf.
Please be aware that situations and conditions change but God
knows the need as you bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton
PRAYER REQUESTS
*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Dawn Stapleton for surgery (Janice Edwards daughter).
For Richard Warden, For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For
Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of
Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark. For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane
Kahler. For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara, his caregiver. For
Rachelle Hannah, daughter-in-law of Steve & Judy Kasco.

*For healing and recovery
For Theresa Batchelor (Donna Wilkins daughter), For
Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother) For Ryan Yamka (Peggy
& Bob Schade’s son-in-law) needs prayers for healing, For Roy
Cobb, For Dick Regan. For Judy Howe, For Victor Kahler, For
Rick Davey. For Hans Witter. For David Doyle. For Mike
Kimbrough. For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of whom need
the Lord to help them through this. For Nancy and Spencer with
family problems. For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s guidance.
For Jim and Colleen Giovannucci. For Charlene Hicklin’s son
Michael for healing. For Luciano Carrera Esteves, For the
children of the world. Please pray for those caught up
in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month
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Dollars and Sense from the
Treasure’s Desk
We are adding this page as an addendum to the
August Newsletter, as this page was not included,
when we sent out the Newsletter.

June Regular Offering:
6/9

$2,955

6/20

$2,760

6/29

$4,836

Total Inflow:

$11,859.00

Total Outflow: $11,982.00

July Regular Offering:
7/9

$2,387

7/19

$6,994

7/30

$2,854

Total Inflow:

$14,043.00

Total Outflow: $13,817.00

