
 

 A Busy Season 

Itõs not uncommon at this 
time of the year to hear 
mixed emotions being 
expressed around us. On one 
hand for us as people of faith 
we anticipate the coming of 
our Lord, and celebrate Godõs 
greatest gift to us. So there 
is joyful anticipation and 
grateful, praise filled worship 
and sharing. 

On the other hand, there are 
so many expectations- of 
gifts to buy and distribute, 
of traditional activities and 
foods to prepare for, or 
visits to do or to expect. 
There are extra worship 
services on the Wednesdays 
in Advent and other activities 
of reaching out and sharing 
with others through the 
church and its programs. 

So Advent can become a time 
of anxiousness (or even 
grumpiness) in our 
anticipation instead of the 
grateful and joyful 
anticipation. Advent is meant 
to be a season to prepare- 
but not gifts or decorations, 
or traditional foods, and 
necessary mailings. 

Our preparation is to open 
our hearts again to receive 
Godõs greatest gift and to be 
ready for his coming as we 

strive to walk in his light as 
children of God. This is a 
time to again review why we 
need this Messiah, our own 
need for his forgiving 
grace, and to clear the way 
to receive him. It is a 
season to repent of all that 
would interfere with our 
reception to redirect our 
energies as that our lives 
may reflect his love and 
grace and prepare the way 
of the Lord. What I am 
saying may sound old 
fashioned, or òout of stepó 
with our òmodern worldó 
but it is none-the less a 
description of the meaning 
of the season and can be a 
remedy for misplace 
anxieties and òbah-humbugó 
feelings. May the Spirit 
help us refocus and 
reframe our season that 
our energies and thoughts 
may draw us closer to our 
greatest gift-Jesus Christ 
Our Lord. 

 

       Prayfully, 

       Pastor Dave 
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CHRISTMAS SEASON 2017 SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Saturday, December 16:  

4:30PM Informal Worship 

Sunday, December 17: 

 8:00AM Spoken Worship 

10:00AM Cantata   

                                                                                 

Saturday. December 23: 

4:30PM Informal Worship 

Sunday, December 24: 

NO 8:00AM service 

10:00AM worship service 

4:30PM Christmas Eve Service 

8:00PM Christmas Eve Service 

 

Saturday, December 30: 

4:30PM Informal Worship 

Sunday, December 31: 

8:00AM Spoken Worship 

10:00AM Lessons and Carols 
 

Red Poinsettias will be available for $8 each. The 
plants are in a foil-covered pot. Payment is requested 
in advance. Please fill out a Poinsettia Order Form 
sheet for each flower indicating if itõs in honor or 
memory of a loved one.  Your plants may be taken after 
the late Christmas Eve worship. LAST DATE TO OR-
DER FLOWERS IS  DECEMBER 10.  

                  Christmas Poinsettias 
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News from the Quilters                      Thank You  

 Thank you note from Karen O'Neil 
given to Hope on October 29, 2017: 

Thank you for all the weekly pray-
ers that were sent to Richard Kief-
er during his illness. 

Thank you for your prayers after 
his passing to his final reward with 
our Lord. 

 

                God Bless, 

                Karen OõNeil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itõs time to remember our wonder-
ful staff at Hope. A decorated box 
will be provided in the Narthex for 
you to place cards/checks for our 
hard-working staff members- Pas-
tor Dave, Barbara, Susan, 
and Kerry. 

               

In November, Hopeõs Quilters 
made  25 quilts in conjunction with 
approximately 75 quilts made by 
Rainbow Quilters, who meet at the 
Citrus Springs Community Center.  
The 100 Quilts will be given as 
Christmas presents to the veterans 
at the VA Hospital in Gainesville. 

 

Quilts were also given to Jane 
Skidmore, Constance DeTuerk, and 
Vivian Matthews.   

 

Thank you Quilters for all of your 
hard work!!! 

 

Were you or someone you know in 
the Boy Scouts or Cub Scouts? We 
are asking for some cash donation 
towards helping a few Scouts that 
cannot afford their uniforms or 
fees for camping. Can you help? 

We have set up a special account 
and hope to have a nice donation 
for the Scouts who meet here at 
Hope each week. A check can be 
written to Hope or cash in an enve-
lope noting òSCOUTSó on it. 

   Thank you! 

     Carole Warden 

Donations for Scouts 

Christmas Gifts 
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  Council Minutes  

Hope Evangelical Church Council Minutes 
                                                    October 11, 2017 

 
1.  Call to order 7:00 p.m. 
2.  Roll call 
 Pastor Bradford _P_; Steve Northsea _P_; Hans Witter _P_; Victor Kahler_A_; Harold 

Skidmore _P_; Renate Wilms-Rovin _P_; Julia Southard _P_; Larry Casper _A_; Judy 
Howe _P_; Linda Becker_P_; Meredith Press _P_; Emilio De Valle _A_; Diane 
Kahler _A_; Casey Gaylardo_P_ 
3.  Devotion ð Stewardship -  Our giving is a sacrifice of righteousness ð Lutherõs writings under thankfulness 

from Psalm 51. 
4.  Opening Prayer - Pastor Bradford from Lutherõs writings. 
5.  Visitors ð none. 
6.  Adoption of the October 11, 2017 Agenda  
 a.  Additions/corrections ð Correction to spelling of Call in Call Committee and date on Agenda changed 

from October 111 to October 11 
 b.  Approved ð After corrections, a motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as corrected.  

Motion passed unanimously. 
 7.  Secretary Report of September 13, 2017 

 a.  Additions/corrections 
  b.  Approved ð A motion was made and seconded to accept the Secretaryõs report as written.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 
  Report of the Treasurer 
 a.  Questions/concerns 
 b.  Accepted ð Steve went over the Treasurerõs report.  After doing so, a motion was made and second-

ed to accept the Treasurerõs report as submitted.  Motion passed unanimously. 
9.  Report of Pastor ð Pastorõs report was submitted showing all his visits to nursing homes and hospitals.  Pas-

tor had one funeral and one memorial service along with regular worship services on Sunday.  He had office hours on 
Thursday along with staff meetings. 

10.  Reports of Council Liaison 
 1.  Outreach Committee (Liaison ð Renate) - Outreach met on Tuesday October 3. Finalized some the 

things for the Apple Fest which will be held on November 4.  Annie and Timõs Bluegrass Bank will perform at the Apple 
Fest.  Discussed plans for the 500th anniversary celebration of the Reformation which will be held on October 29.  
There will be a movie. starting at 4:00 p.m. regarding the reformation followed by a Brat and Sauerkraut supper in Lu-
ther Hall.   

 2.  Finance Committee (Liaison ð Hans) - The Finance Committee met on October 5th.  A discussion was 
held regarding Stewardship and the Time and Talent Sheets.  A copy of the Ministry Spending Plan was handed out and 
after some discussion, Vic will make some changes and resend it to everyone so we can prepare a plan for 2018.   

 3.  Worship Committee (Liaison ð Harold) (No meeting ð next meeting October 15) 
 4.  Digital Committee (Liaison ð Steve) - Digital Committee met on October 4.  The digital sign is work-

ing again thanks to Vic.  The top part of the sign is still not lite at night.  The original sign has been updated and shows 
the times for all the services.  The Facebook updates include the daily prayers, Pastorõs thoughts on the Sunday ser-
mons, daily quotes about Lutheranism, etc.  Ron still needs more people to send him pictures of church activities.  The 
sermon recording needs to be set to scene two which is the fifth line down, not scene one.  The Committee is working on 
a website for digital giving. 

 5.  Long Range Planning (Liaison ð Casey) - The Committee discussed the Pastor Capital Campaign fund 
and ways to develop-community events to raise money.  They will work with the Outreach Committee on these fund-
raising events. 

 6.  Property (Liaison ð Vic) ðThanks to Vic, our stained-glass windows were covered by the time Hurri-
cane Irma visited us.   The gas line for the kitchen stove will be replaced on October 6.  Mowing, weeding and storm 
debris was taken care of.   We have a pine tree with some broken branches hanging down.  Bowman Tree Service has 
been called and will get to it as quickly as possible.  In the meantime, the tree has been roped off so that no one gets 
hurt.  Pictures were taken of the church and all of the equipment before Irma.  This is a requirement by the insurance 
company.  It was necessary to have the refrigerator in the kitchen serviced by Artic Air.  The compressor is going bad 
and they suggested we replace the refrigerator.  An additional fan was put on the compressor instead and as of now it 
is working.  The two pews in the front of the church were removed as requested by council. 

 7.  Call Committee (Liaison ð Harold) ð Harold reported that the Call Committee is almost ready to send 
the information to the Synod and council for consideration.  After this is done, they should be receiving names for con-
sideration. 

11.  Old Business 
 a.  Audit of Endowment Funds ð The books were looked over by Steve and are in good order.  This audit 

will be added to the general audit in January. 
 b.  Insurance for pony rides at Apple Fest ð This has become moot as we were not able to secure any 

pony rides. 
 c.  Digital Giving ð Long Range Planning is working on a website for this. 
 d.  Pictures of old pulpit furniture and who might be able to use this furniture ð Due to Vicõs absence, 
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   Minutes (cont.)                                         

this was tabled to next month. 
 e.  Missing pieces from sign in front of church ð This sign has been fixed and now has the times of 

Hopeõs services displayed on it. 
 f.  Check with Synod to make sure what the assistant told us about waiting for new pastor to implement 

Dreamers is actually correct ð Because we were not willing to do this before we call a new Pastor, and if we want to do it 
in the future, we will need to contact the Synod. 

 g.  Pastor to check with Hospice about setting up support group ð Hospice was pleased with the number 
of people who showed up for the grief workshop.  Pastor has not heard back from them regarding setting up a support 
group. 

 h.  Shredder Truck ð Renata talked to the Thrivent representative regarding same.  It was decided that 
we would not do it this year but might look into it for next year. 

12.  New Business 
 a.   Call Committee Budget ð A $12,000 budget would be appropriate for the Call Committee.  Periodically 

when the Chairman of the Call Committee requires funding, a check will be given and receipts totaling that amount will be 
turned in with no names of Pastorõs being interviewed to ensure the anonymity of those Pastors.  Diane will be in charge 
of all of the draws.  A motion was made and passed regarding same.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 b.  Advent ð Discussed Wednesday night services with perhaps soup suppers before the services.  The 
topics could be either what the prophets foretold or traditions of Christmas and special days leading up to Christmas.  
October 29, we will be celebrating Reformation.  Thanksgiving services will be readings and themes of Christ the King.  
There will be a Christmas Eve service.  

 c.  Jessieõs Place ð The women who attended the luncheon at Good Shepherd inquired as to whether 
since we donõt have a family for the Angel Tree this year we might help Jessieõs Place buy Christmas presents for the 
children they are helping or give money to help them buy those presents.  Carol DõAuria has generously volunteered to 
take this task on.  There was a motion made and seconded that they be allowed to do this.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 d.  Citrus Springs Village Paper ð We will check into running an ad in this publication and how much this 
ad will cost. 

 e.  We will participate in the Citrus Springs Christmas parade.  The parade is on Sunday December 17, 
2:00 p.m. 

 f.  Good Shepherd has asked us to participate in their Trunk and Treat event.  It was decided that we 
would decline this invitation and that next year we will do one at our church with the participation of our Boy Scouts. 

13.  Consent Agenda ð Barb has requested the Fridays of October 20 and October 27 as vacation days.  Diane 
has agreed to work.  Motion was made and second to allow these vacation days.  Motion passed unanimously. 

14.  Meeting Highlights for Newsletter and Bulletin  
 1.  Approved $12,000 budget for Call Committee and process to assure anonymity of pastor candidates. 
 2.  Christmas angel tree this year will be envelopes for Jessieõs Place childrenõs Christmas presents. 
 3.  The Citrus Springs Christmas parade will be at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday December 17th.  Our theme will be 

Rock Around The Christmas Cradle. 
 4.  The stewardship commitment cards and Time and Talent sheets will be passed out on Sunday Octo-

ber 15th and all should be returned by Reformation Sunday, October 29th and will be blessed during the service. 
15.  Adjournment ð Motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting 

was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  Pastor led us in prayer. 
 

 

Tis the Seasoné.for a Miracle! 

And here it iséMIRACLE PIE! 

1 cup Jeremiah 6:20 (sugar)       İ cup Genesis 18:8 (butter) 4 Deuteronomy 22:6 (eggs) 

į cup 2 Kings 7:18 (flour)      2 cups Hebrews 5:13 (milk)   1 cup Genesis 13:11 (coconut) 

İ teaspoon Matthew 5:13 (salt)      į teaspoon 2 Kings 23:15 (baking powder)  1 teaspoon 
vanilla 

Put all ingredients into a blender. Blend thoroughly. Pour into a 9-inch pie plate that has 
been greased and floured. Bake at 350 degrees for 60 minutes. A crust will form on the 
bottom, pie filling is the center, with a coconut topping.   

 
 

                              Miracle Pie 
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                  2017 Synod Assembly Report 

It is my pleasure to report on this yearõs Synod Assembly in Orlando as 
Hopeõs Voting Delegate to the Assembly. This year we met at the Embassy 
Suites and had nearly 600 attendees. Every six years the Florida Bahamas 
Synod elects a new Bishop and this was our year. Our past Bishop was Bishop 
Schaefer. He resigned about 10 months before the new election and Bishop 
Lohrmann became the Interim Bishop. Bishop Lohrmann led the Assembly 
from October 12th thru October 14th and did a magnificent job. During the 
3 days itõs important to mention that The Synod recognized many church an-
niversaries. Among those recognized was Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Citrus Springs for 45 years of being an ELCA Lutheran Church of America. 

Also recognized by the Synod was our Pastor, David Bradford for his 45 
years of service as a Pastor. 

 

The highlight of the Assembly came when we voted for our new Bishop. The 
Assembly went six rounds of ballots before electing Pastor Pedro Suarez. 
Our new Bishop is a personable and friendly Pastor who everyone felt will 
represent all our churches well. 

 

It was a proud moment as Hopeõs representative to see and hear those indi-
viduals involved with programs and activities that help in situations of need 
and disasters. It should make us all proud to be part of our ELCA that helps 
so many people in our country and around the world. We are connected eve-
rywhere and to different churches. A particular highlight was when a local 
Catholic Bishop gave a sermon and showed how we can all be together in our 
faith. You could have heard a pin drop with all of those hundreds of people in 
the room. 

 

It was an honor to serve Hopeõs congregation at the Assembly. I would rec-
ommend to anyone who needs a little inspiration, to volunteer to be a dele-
gate at the Annual Synod Assembly. June 2018 is the next one. You heart will 
definitely be blessed. 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Judy Howe 
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  Letter from Anthony                 Criticõs Corner                    

    Hello everyone at Hope! 
After all these months, I never sent 
a thanks for all of the cards and let-
ters I have received during training 
and when I was dropped to STC/MRP. 
For someone who doesnõt know Iõve 
been on Parris Island since January 
9. I honestly never knew I would have 
shattered my left femur and be 
stuck here for so long. 
 
I am currently also doing vocational 
rehab for schooling. The college I am 
looking at is Full Sail University to 
get a bachelorõs degree in film pro-
duction and science. Then use my full 
GI Bill to go to another college for an 
associate degree in business. 
 
Be sure to send letters to the return 
address at the end of this note. Iõve 
actually made it this  far and after 
losing everything and enduring a lot 
of stressful and emotion tearing situ-
ations, Iõm still pushing. I used to 
say, òGod, I did it!ó but then I real-
ized, itõs not I but we. òWe did it.ó 
and we are still enduring the stress 
and drama on Parris Island, South 
Carolina. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 Anthony Diaz 

 
RCT Diaz, Anthony E. 
PEB RSP P.O. Box 15420 
Parris Island, SC 29909 
   

   Martin Lutherõs Christmas Book 
Edited by Roland H. Bainton 

This inspiring collection contains 
thirty excerpts from Martin Lutherõs 
Christmas sermons. In his unique and 
powerful voice, Luther portrays the 
human reality of Godõs birth on earth
-Maryõs distress at giving birth with 
no midwife or water, Josephõs misgiv-
ings, the Wise Menõs perplexity,  and 
Herodõs cunning. And throughout 
these sermon meditations, Martin Lu-
ther reminds us that keeping Christ-
mas is a year-round mission of caring 
for those in need. 

Nine elegant illustrations by Lutherõs 
contemporaries-including 4 by noted 
engraver Albrecht Durer-capture 
timeless scenes from the Christmas 
story. And 2 of Lutherõs beautiful 
Christmas carols are included on the 
final pages of the book. 

 This Book is available from Fortress 
Press. 

Critic: Deacon Diane 

Reading this book I could hear Lu-
ther talking to me. I now understand 
the Wise Men timeline. I would rec-
ommend it to anyone. 
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Operation Christmas Child      Shoebox Delivery 
   On November 2, at the weekly 
meeting of Cub Scout Troop 462, 
Carole Warden facilitated the group 
in filling 51 shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. The children were 
awesome in quickly filling all the box-
es provided. Snacks were provided by 
funds from Thrivent. 
The total number of shoeboxes for 
2017 is 106. Thanks to each and eve-
ry person who had a hand in helping 
make this happen. Thank you for do-
nations, money, and prayers. 
The boxes were dropped off on No-
vember 13 in Crystal River, beginning 
the first leg of their journey to 
needy children all over the world. The 
final destination of our boxes will be 
published in our January newsletter. 
 
   Photo below of all the Scouts who 
helped with shoeboxes, courtesy of 
Carole Warden. 

 

Hereõs Carole Warden getting 
ready to deliver the Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Birthdays 
1 Judy Howe 
6 Donna Wilker 
8 Vivian Matthews 
11 Logan Forsyth 
 
Anniversaries 
Pastor David and Phylis Brad-
ford on Dec 16 (50) 
 
Vic and Diane 
Kahler 
 on Dec 15 
(57) 
   

 

 

December Celebrations 
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 Martyr Moments   

 

 Homebound  Members of 
Hope are: 

Helen Van Horn 

Joan Layton 

Joyce Inlow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Reminder that itõs that time again! 
Please send your annual report 
from your committee or group for 
the annual meeting to the church 
office at: 

helc@brighthouse.com. 

 

All submitted reports will be pub-
lished in the annual congregational 
report booklet which is distributed 
one week before the annual meet-
ing to be held in January. 

 

 

 

Homebound 

Congregational Reports 

 

St. Thomas. Apostle 

Feast Day December 21 

St. Thomas is best known as 
òDoubting Thomasó who was skeptical 
at first when he had heard that Je-
sus had risen from the dead and ap-
peared to the other apostles. His 
name was derived from the Aramaic 
or Syriac: Toma, meaning twin. The 
equivalent term for twin in Greek is 
Didymus. Early Syrian traditions re-
late that his full name was Judas 
Thomas. 

 

It has been said that St. Thomas was 
the only witness to the Assumption 
of Mary into heaven when she 
dropped her girdle. The other apos-
tles were skeptical of this until 
Thomas showed them Maryõs empty 
tomb with the girdle inside. 

 

Thomas is traditionally believed to 
have sailed to India in AD 52 to 
spread the Christian faith and landed 
at the Port of Tamilikon where there 
was a Jewish community. 

 

According to tradition St. Thomas 
was killed at Mylapore and interred 
there in AD 72. His remains were re-
moved and re-interred in Ortona, It-
aly except for his skull that is on the 
Island of Patmos. 
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 Apple Fest Photos       

Annie and Timõs Bluegrass Band perform at Applefest on November 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of  

Judy Thomason. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our heartfelt gratitude 
to all volunteers, fantastic 
bakers, and the Bluegrass 
Band that made our sec-
ond Applefest such a suc-
cess. More of the commu-
nity participated and that 
was what we hoped for. 

With warmest apprecia-
tion, the Outreach Com-
mittee 


