Hope’s newsletter - December 2021
“to know cHrist and make Him known”

pastor’s message
On the First Day of Christmas
If the title of this cover piece brought to your mind the
Christmas song The Twelve Days of Christmas, that’s good
because that was the intention. Obviously, I’m planning on
sharing some information about that song. Some believe that
the song, published in England in 1780, was written to teach
Roman Catholic children and youth about the Christian faith,
since Roman Catholicism was outlawed in England at that
time. The belief is that each gift represented some aspect of
the faith, so as the song was sung, truths about the faith
would be brought to mind. Whether there’s truth to that or
not, it is interesting to hear what aspect of the faith each gift
might represent. So here goes …

Volume 47, Issue 12
Address:
9425 N. Citrus Springs
Blvd
Citrus Springs Florida
34434
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 2070
Dunnellon Florida 34430
Phone: 352-489-5511
Church Email:
helc@brighthouse.com
Web Page Address:
www.hopeelca.com
Staff:
Pastor Stephen Brisson
Church Secretary
Debbie Fulps

Music Director/Organist
Jacki Scott
Custodian: Bill Wagner

Inside December Issue:

The “True Love” who gives all the gifts is God, and the gift
given on the first day of Christmas is obviously Jesus. He is
named as a Partridge because that bird is known to sacrifice
its life for its young. Two Turtle Doves: The Old and New
Testament. Three French Hens. That one varies. Some believe
they represent faith, hope, and love – while others believe
they instead represent gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Four
Colly Birds: the four evangelists and their gospels, Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John. (Yes, it is Colly Birds, not Calling Birds,
in the original publications. A colly bird is a black bird. Colly is
an Old English word meaning coal.) Five Golden Rings: the
first five books of the Old Testament, called the Pentateuch.
(The song hasn’t yet abandoned the use of birds as gifts.
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The Golden Rings refer to Ring-necked Pheasants.) Six Geese a-laying: the six days of creation.
Seven Swans a-swimming: the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit (Romans 12:6-8), although if this is
truly a song for teaching Roman Catholicism, then the seven Swans might also represent the
seven sacraments of the Roman Catholic tradition. Eight Maids a-milking: the eight groups that
Jesus names as blessed as he begins his Sermon on the Mount. Nine Ladies dancing: the Fruit of
the Spirit – love, joy, peace, … (Galatians 5:22-23). Ten Lords a-leaping: the Ten Commandments.
Eleven Pipers piping: the eleven faithful disciples. And twelve Drummers drumming. Again two
possibilities. Some say it’s the twelve tribes of Israel, while others say it lifts up the twelve points
of doctrine that can be found in the Apostle’s Creed.
Well there you have it. Do I believe that what is written above is true about this hymn? I don’t
know, but it’s certainly plausible. What I do know to be true is how abundantly our “True Love”,
God, blesses us. What I do know to be true is that greatest among those blessings is our Lord
Jesus. What I do know to be true is that there truly are twelve days of Christmas – December 25
through January 5. And why not? How could one single day hold all the joy and praise fitting for
the celebration of the birth of our Savior?
I wish you a blessed Christmas season filled with the joy and peace of the Gift given on the first
day of Christmas.
Pastor Steve
********************************************************************************************************************

A Mid-Advent Soup Luncheon and Worship Service
On Wednesday, December 15, a soup luncheon will be served in Luther Hall beginning at
12:30 pm. The luncheon will be followed by a worship service in the sanctuary. It was
decided to begin this event at lunch-time, rather than evening, because many of Hope’s
members don’t like to drive at night. There will be four soups, which will be served by
people stationed at the kitchen counter since we still need to be mindful of safety
measures. It’s always delicious fun to have many varied soups to try, but this year please
don’t bring a soup along if you haven’t been asked to provide one.
The Worship Service will lift up prayers that address the joys and sorrows we experience
at this time of year, accompanied by scripture, song, and candle-lighting.

There will once again be two
worship services on Christmas
Eve:

5:00 and 7:00pm.

Citrus Springs Christmas Parade

Hope has once again volunteered to be in the Citrus Springs
Christmas Parade. All members of the church are invited to
participate in one way or another. The parade is on Sunday,

December 19 @ 2:00 pm and the theme this year is “A Country
Christmas”. If anyone has any clever ideas regarding a theme for our
float based on Citrus Springs theme, please let Debbie know. If you
are willing to help us decorate the float, we would be more than happy
to have you. We usually decorate on the Saturday before and finish up
on Sunday morning. If you are interested in helping to decorate, also
please let Debbie know. We will once again be handing out candy to
children as we walk the parade route. We are asking for donations
from the congregation of bagged wrapped Christmas candy.
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At the November WELCA meeting, we received names of
15 children from CASA, and our congregation is asked to buy
them Christmas gifts.
There are sheets of paper on the small table in the NARTHEX
with details of each child. We ask that you take a name, buy a
gift or two, and return them to Hope UNWRAPPED with the
child’s information sheet attached.
Gifts must be returned by December 14th. Thanks again for
your generosity. These children are living at
the shelter sponsored by CASA.

Our diaper drive ends on December 12th and a thank you
luncheon will be held in Luther Hall at 11:00am after regular
church service.
*************
Once again, Hope’s Diaper Drive will conclude with a luncheon
celebrating the generous giving of diapers and other items
needed by little ones. The luncheon will feature catered fried
chicken, sides, and beverages purchased with funds provided by
Thrivent. This year, we are asking those planning to attend to
sign up so that we have an estimate of how many will be
attending. You can sign up by calling Debbie at Hope. If the 12th
arrives and you’ve forgotten to sign up, please come anyway.
The sign up is only to have an approximate estimate.

Thank you

No WELCA meeting in December!
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Pat Kessel & Carole Warden

Hope’s Women of the ELCA met on November 13 in the church
parlor with 6 ladies attending, including Sunshine from CASA
(Citrus County Abuse Shelter Association). Our WELCA
President, Jeannine Robertson, opened the meeting with
prayer and then shared a very interesting article titled
“...EVERYTHING I NEED TO KNOW, I LEARNED FROM
NOAH’s ARK.”
Carole Warden thanked Hope’s women for all the work to
finalize filling 115 shoeboxes for our outreach ministry of
Operation Christmas Child. The annual diaper drive was
discussed and a date of December 12th set for a meal (free) to
be served after the 10 o’clock service on that Sunday.
No WELCA meeting will be held in December!

Sunshine from CASA talked about the services that the
organization is involved in for the abused in Citrus County.
CASA began in 1983 with just a hot-line and soon developed
into a shelter that now accommodates 40 people. She stated
that current statistics are a frightening 1 in 4 women are
verbally or physically abused! CASA sponsors classes for the
clients and have advocates trained to help them.At present,
there are several mothers with newborns at the shelter. Hope
(WELCA) agreed to buy christmas gifts for 15 children currently
at the shelter. Information is available about gifts for the
children on the table in the Narthex. Purchased gifts should be
brought UNWRAPPED to Hope by December 14…
Our meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Minutes submitted by:

Carole J. Warden

Attendees: Carol D’Auria, Sue Riley, Jeannine Robertson, Pat
Kessel, & Carole Warden
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It’s been a tradition at Hope to wish our employees a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year with a greeting box in the
Narthex inside the front door.
Please put a greeting card in the box to show how much you
appreciate what they do for us.

Our employees are:
Pastor Steve Brisson
Debbie Fulps (secretary)
Jacqui Scott (Director of Music)
Bill Wagner (our new custodian)

This picture is of Richard
Warden loading 2021
shoeboxes (115 total).
11/15/2021

This picture is of Richard
Warden, Vanessa from
First Baptist Church,
Carole Warden and two
other workers from First
Baptist Church in Crystal
River.
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Council Officers
& Members

(Operation Christmas Child) Hope’s Shoebox Ministry lasts

from November to November.

Items are bought and donated throughout the year and in
October, the boxes are filled in time for the distribution pick up
the 3rd week of November.
Pat Kessel and Carole Warden sorted and removed excess packing
materials from many items and moved the totes into Luther Hall
on Thursday, October 14th. Then on Friday, 5 women filled 12
tables, with the items for children ages 2 to 14.
It may take a village to raise a child,
but it takes “Women of Hope” to fill 115 boxes.
On Saturday, October 16th we had a total of 10 women who
lovingly filled those boxes.
These women were: Jeannine Robertson, Charlene Hicklin,
June Towner, Pat Kessel, Debbie Fulps, Julia Southard,
Sue Riley, Carol D’Auria, Jane Skidmore and Carole Warden.
Thank you to all who came one or more days to work on the
boxes and to those who donated items, money or prayers for this
outreach ministry. I am sorry that I can’t list everyone’s name
who donated money but a special thanks to Edith Regan and Russ
Telfer. Also to Betty Moore who donated and filled 10 boxes
donated to her mom -Helen Van Horn. Helen was a long time
member who still helped fill boxes when she was in her 90’s.
Boxes filled:
Girls aged 2 to 4= 26
Boys aged 2 to 4= 15
Girls aged 5 to 9= 21
Boys aged 5 to 9= 20
Girls aged 10 to 14= 14
10 to 14= 19

Total 115 boxes

Boys aged

President
Julia Southard
Vice President
Jane Skidmore
Secretary
Cindy Todd
Treasurer
Deacon Diane
Kahler
Personnel
Committee
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
Property
Victor Kahler
Council Member
Don Koppler
Council Member
Steve Northsea
Council Member
Renate Wilms-Rovin

Charlene Hicklin, Edith Regan, Julia Southard and Pat Kessel setting up
tables of “WOW” items.
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Council Member
Hans Witter

WELCOME to Bill Wagner, Hope's new custodian.
Bill has started a second career with us. He worked for 24
years delivering propane until retirement. In addition to a
regular drivers license he also has CDL and Hazmat
licenses. He lives right here in Citrus Springs along with
his wife Rita. Together they have one adult son.
If you are at Hope, when he is here, stop and say hello and
welcome him to the Hope family.

Dollars and Sense from the Treasure’s Desk:
Regular Offering - October
10/3

2,460.

10/10

1,576.

10/17

2,837.

10/24

2,321.

10/31
2,589.
__________________
Total Inflow: $14,189.
Total Outflow:$13,682.
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Hope Quilters met their goal of 100 quilts. These quilts
are going to Shands to be given to Veterans.
Pastor Steve will be blessing these quilts.
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We once again want to remind you to please do not bring food that is past the last
date of sale. SOS cannot legally give out food to people where the last date of sale
has passed. Please bring food in original containers only and please do not leave it
out on the porch in front the door if the church is not open.

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry
As you know, the impact of COVID has deepened the presence of food insecurity in
our area. And so SOS continues in its mission. If you would like to support SOS, you
can drop off food and other necessities at Hope during the week (the office is open
M-Th, 9am-2pm) or on Sunday morning if you’re attending worship. Check out
what type of food items WELCA is suggesting we focus on each month. Or you can
drop off items the third Tuesday of each month from 9am to noon at Shepherd of
the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W. Norvell Bryant Hwy in Lecanto. Donations by
check that are made out to SOS Inc. can be mailed to SOS, PO Box 640774,
Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.

December Celebrations:

Birthdays:

Judy Howe on 12/1, Donna Wilker on 12/6,
John Kimbrough on 12/8, J.W. Inlow on 12/11,
Connor Mellenthin on 12/23, Pastor Steve Brisson on 12/24,
Jane Skidmore on 12/28 and Charlene Hicklin on 12/30.

Anniversaries:
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Victor and Diane Kahler on 12/15.

Council Meeting Highlights:
Council Meeting held November 10th, 2021
1.

Council approved the hiring of Bill Wagner as our new custodian. He will
start before the end of the month;

2. There will be one Mid-week Advent service this year preceded by a soup
supper;
3. The Nomination Committee is being formed to contact people to run for
council. Two council members (Steve Northsea and Julia Southard) will be
going off as they are at the end of their terms;
4. Citrus Consort has been approved to have a concert at Hope on Sunday, December 19 at 4:00 pm;
5. Council approved a luncheon to be held with the Diaper Drive in December.

LOCKED DOORS:
We would like once again to remind you that if you use any
part of the church or Luther Hall for any reason, that you
make it a point to make sure that all doors are closed and
locked when you leave.
The door in the parlor that leads outside was left ajar
not long ago. This creates a very dangerous situation for
both our secretary and our custodian.
When they come in—in the morning someone could be in
the church and they would not have known it.
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Christmas Pointsettias
Again we will offer pointsettias to
beautify our Sancturay for
Christmas Eve.
Flowers are $7.00 each and may be
removed after the 7:00pm Christas Eve
Service. If you want, you can indicate that
the flowers are in memory or in honor
of someone.
Forms are available on the secretaries
desk, and including a check at the time of
order, is appreciated and please write on
the check memo that it is for
Christmas flowers.

Last date to order flowers
is December 12th.

Christmas Pointsettias
Purchase a Pointsettia in memory of or honor of someone important
to you. The Pointsettia will be placed in the Sanctuary and can be
taken home after the 7:00pm Christmas Eve Service.
Please complete the form below with your contribution and
deadline for orders is December 12th.

The deadline for orders is December 12th.

In Loving Memory of _____________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
In Honor of _____________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
From ___________________________________________
Total Number of Flowers Ordered @ $7.00 per flower: ______

Coffee hour resumed on Sunday, Nov. 7th. We had a small gathering but it
was nice to be together again. We celebrated with a lovely “Welcome Back
to Coffee Hour Cake” The Coffee Hour Team will host coffee hours
through November. There are some fairly strict guidelines for hosting that
we will ease up on when it is safe to do so. We hope that in spite of these
guidelines many of our members will sign up to host. There will be a sign up
sheet posted in Luther Hall starting Sunday, Nov. 14th. Please note that if
there are no hosts for a particular Sunday either there will be no coffee
hour that day or it will consist of only beverages. The guidelines are
printed below. Thank you!
Sarah Brisson

Coffee Hour Host Guidelines

For now the Coffee Hour Team will be responsible for making coffee.
No papergoods, plastic wear or styrofoam will be used. Hope’s plates,
cups and silverware (if required) will be used. Plates, cups and
silverware that have been cleaned for use are clearly marked in
the kitchen.
(We are currently in the process of acquiring a new dishwasher.)
Please provide simple coffee hour items of your choice and plate them
in individual servings.
Please serve coffee, ice water, ice tea and juice. You can find the
ice tea and juice in the refrigerator. Drinks will be prepoured and
coffee will be served from the kitchen window.
Coffee, beverages, sugar, creamers and napkins will be provided from
monies taken from the coffee fund. Inventory will be kept so these
items are always on hand.
To help defray costs there will be a required donation of a dollar per
person per Sunday. A basket will be placed in a prominent area
for collection.
Hosts will take home anything that is left over, clean the kitchen and
take out all trash
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Music, Music, Music
Welcome to December! It’s hard to believe it is already
December!
Advent is here and it is my favorite time of the church year! For
Advent, it’s all about the anticipation of what’s to come and
although that was a rather difficult thing for me as a child, it
has become very special to me as an adult.
There are psychology studies which show that very small children
benefit for life, if they develop a capacity for DELAYED
GRATIFICATION. Some have it naturally, and some have to be
taught – I’m pretty sure I was one that had to be taught(!).
Advent teaches us, as a people, to live in expectant hope. For
four whole weeks we hear “not yet, not yet, but soon.” And, our
favorite Advent hymns say it so well—People, Look East. The time
is near… and Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus and this fairly
newer one, Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah where the
last verse says “He is coming, tell the glad tidings. Let your
lights be shining!”

I’ve learned and love Advent!

In Christ,
Jacki Scott
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Hope Lutheran Church proudly Hosts:
Citrus Consort presenting their
concert “Journey to cHristmas”

December 19th at 4:00pm
Songs to be performed are:
Christmas Processional
O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Rise up shepherd and follow
walkin’ down tHe road to BetHleHem
What child is this
O night divine
Prayer for Christmas
All is peace
The singers are: Sue Koppler,
Gene Maynard, Betsy Collins, Bill Collins,
Lowell smith, Jacki Scott and
Karen Medrano
Pianist: Susan Hendrick
A free will offering will be accepted to
Benefit Hope’s ministries in tHe community
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Prayer Concerns

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
PRAYER REQUESTS

*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Angie Catalana, For Milly Mizell for Covid, For Dolores Chiders
(mother of Cindy Todd) for stroke. For Richard Warden for a-fib,
For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece,
Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of Jeannine Robertson and for her
brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane, niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For
Dave Bessing, friend of Manley Benmark, For Joann Mura, neighbor
of Vic and Diane Kahler. For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara:

*For healing and recovery
For Peggy Schade for healing for knee replacement, For Tess
Smith’s 81 yo mother, Shirley Tramontin, fell & broke a hip and her
brother-in-law John Kowaiski is under cancer treatment, For Kristine
Brock’s right shoulder replacement, For Ernie Bloom, For Louise Cobb,
For Janice Edwards, For Bob Schade, For Any Graft (Carole & Bill
Warden’s niece), For Gael McCarthy, For Tom Lambert, For Theresa
Batchelor (Donna Wilkers daughter), For Donald Tramontin (Tess
Smith’s brother),For Roy Cobb, For Judy Howe, For Victor Kahler,
For Rick Davey, For Hans Witter, For David Doyle, For Mike Kimbrough, For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of whom need the Lord
to help them through this, For Nancy and Spencer with family problems, For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s guidance, For Charlene
Hicklin’s son Michael for healing,
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the
10:00am Worship Service in December, 2021

Acolytes

Assisting Minister
December 5:

Ron Press

December 12: Renate Wilms-Rovin
December 19: Sarah Brisson

December 26: Diane Kahler

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Sarah Brisson
Diane Kahler
Jane Skidmore

-

Lay Readers

Greeter

-

Ushers for the Month

Steve Kasco, Don Koppler
and Ron Press
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Julia Southard
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