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In just a few days, we will enter into the season of
Lent – and
with Lent comes some work for us to do. The 19th century
Scottish author, poet, and Christian Minister George MacDonald
points to the nature of that work with the following words:
Sometimes I wake, and, lo, I have forgot,
And drifted out upon an ebbing sea!
My soul that was at rest now resteth not,
For I am with myself and not with thee.
Our work in Lent is to deeply reflect on our relationship with
God, see the ways that we have drifted away from God, and
turn our hearts back to God, making sure that God is in the center of our lives where God belongs.
In other words, the goal of our Lenten work is spiritual growth –
and so it’s not surprising that these weeks of the church year
are called Lent. The word Lent is from an Old English word that
means ‘springtime’. Lent can be understood as a spiritual
springtime – a time for preparation, planting, and growth.
The traditional tools for this work of preparation, planting, and
growth are fasting (think of this as doing some simplification in
our lives), prayer, and works of love. And as is the case for any
growth, there must be water. Of course, water abounds for us –
the water of our baptism. By water and God’s word, each one
of us was forever claimed by God as God’s child, and grafted into the risen life of Christ Jesus the Vine. As we seek renewal and
growth in our relationship with God in Christ, we immediately
encounter the promises of forgiveness and renewal that were
poured over us in our baptism. Or, as Jesus teaches us through
his parable of the Prodigal Son, once we realize we’ve strayed
and turn around to return, we find ourselves nose to nose with
Jesus, who has been following us with goodness and mercy the
whole time.
And so, according to my Old Farmer’s Almanac Gardening
Calendar, the season of spring begins on March 20th, but our spiritual springtime of preparation, planting,
and growth begins for
th
us on Ash Wednesday, February 17 . May God bless our journey through Lent.
In Christ,
Pastor Steve
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Ash Wednesday at Hope
Unfortunately, it has been decided that there will not be in-person Ash Wednesday worship at Hope this year. The most obvious reason is that ashes cannot be
distributed safely. In addition, with our attendance reaching full capacity, the
efforts necessary to ensure safety in worship have grown, making an additional
mid-week worship service difficult at this time. And so Ash Wednesday worship
will take place this year through a Home Worship Resource mailed and emailed
out, and a recorded service posted to Hope’s Facebook Videos page. Hope’s
Worship and Music Committee will be meeting in the near future to make sure
that Hope can have an in-person worship service for Good Friday, and that all
who wish to worship on Easter morning can do so. Thank you for your
understanding.

Important Information Regarding In-Person Worship
Since resuming in-person worship in September, attendance has steadily increased. The Sundays of January were very nearly full capacity for the distanced
seating available in our sanctuary. Our worship service for the 7th reached full
capacity, and I had to tell someone who wished to attend worship that a seat
was not available. Yes, our plan in that case has been to offer the person / people a seat for the following Sunday so no one is continually locked out. So yes, I
offered and the offer was accepted. And obviously, strong attendance is a good
thing. Nevertheless, informing someone that they can’t come to worship is
something I never imagined I’d be doing. So now that we are seeing full capacity, please remember to call. When seating remained available up to Sunday, I
had some flexibility with seating assignments. Since that can no longer be done,
seats will be assigned in the order the calls come in. For those who have been
assigned seats in a specific location for some specific reason (for ex. medical),
those seats will be held as long as possible. Thank you for your understanding.
Pastor Steve
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Boy Scout Troop 462 has helped out SOS, the Serving Our Savior
Food Pantry, and in that way has served the community by conducting a food drive. The 2 day drive resulted in the collection of
667 pounds of food! The food pictured on the table was collected
on day 1. The scouts are pictured around the food they collected
on day 2. As you may know, Troop 462 has been chartered by
Hope and meeting in Luther Hall since 1996. Congratulations to
the Boy Scouts for their generous work of serving the community,
as well as to the Cub Scouts who did some collecting of their own.
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From the Riverland News, January 5th.

Worship Leader Schedule for
February 2021
1. February 7: am is Diane Kahler
Ushers: Don Koppler and Ron Press
2. February 14: am is Dee Forsyth
Ushers: Steve Kasco and Ron Press
3. February 21: am is Don Koppler
Ushers: Steve Kasco and Ron Press

4. February 28: am is Sue Koppler
Ushers: Don Koppler and Ron Press

Council Officers
& Members
President
TBD at 2/10 meeting
Vice President
TBD
Secretary
TBD
Treasurer
Deacon Diane Kahler
Personnel Committee
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
Virtual Calendar
Committee
Social Ministry
Committee
Jane Skidmore

Wanted - Sanitizing Spray
I know - the above title is obvious...
Everyone is looking for sanitizing spray. That
is true for Hope as well. As you may know
the sanctuary is sanitized after our Sunday in
-person worship services. While we are careful to spray only the seats that were occupied, we still use a good amount of spray. So
our request is for members of Hope to be on
the lookout for cans of sanitizing spray while
shopping and, if spotted and not needed for
your own use, purchase a can and drop it off
at Hope. Thank you!
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Property
Victor Kahler
Council Member
Don Koppler
Council Member
Steve Northsea
Council Member
Julia Southard
Council Member
Cindy Todd
Council Member
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Council Member
Hans Witter

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry

As you know, the impact of COVID has deepened the presence
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of food insecurity in our area. And so SOS continues in its mission. If you would like to support SOS, you can drop off food
and other necessities at Hope during the week (the office is
open M-Th, 9am-2pm) or on Sunday morning if you’re attending worship. Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of
each month from 9am to noon at Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W. Norvell Bryant Hwy in Lecanto. Donations
by check that are made out to SOS Inc. can be mailed to SOS,
PO Box 640774, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.

OCC

Thank you for your continued interest in our Operation
Christmas Child Shoeboxes. Hopefully we can raise enough
money to send at least 50 boxes in 2021. Each box needs
$9.00 to go along with the items packed inside. Even if
you can only support one shoebox, it is greatly
appreciated. I have already begun collecting items
for this year.
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“Go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel”
(Mark 16:15)

We had 41 shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child for 2020. I am
already starting the collection of items for 2021. We will have over 11
months to fill our boxes.
Look for after Christmas sales on children’s toys and clothing. I find
so many bargains after a holiday at Walmart, Walgreens, CVS, Hobby
Lobby and other stores.

Items that we collect for our Shoebox Ministry are:
Washcloth and soap (bars)
Comb or brush
Toothbrush
Jewelry
Small toys
Small stuffed animals
Underwear and socks
Headbands and barretts
Baseball caps and hats
Whistles
Harmonicas
Balls
School supplies
Crayons
Color books

***************************************************
No liquids allowed...also no war related items, camouflage or
glass items. They no longer accept toothpaste or candy.
If in doubt please contact Carole Warden.

Thank you for donating throughout the year for this
outreach ministry!
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Carole Warden

Music, Music, Music

Something happened to me this past week that although it is very sweet
and loving, also makes me ponder issues that I’d rather not think about
for a bit longer. Once I share the story, I think you all will be able to
figure that out, without me having to explain much.
I try to connect with my mom (and Aunt and Uncle) who lives in
St. Petersburg, rather frequently. She turns 85 on Easter Sunday this
year, so I want to make sure that I make use of as many moments with
her as I can. I called her this past week and we had a lively, fun
conversation, as we usually do. Then she brought up a question, knowing
that our whole family is especially partial to Teddy Bears (one of my
sister’s name is Teddi) – which of her Steiff Teddy Bears did I want?
My sisters will also each get a choice. She said, each one has a story
attached to it, would you like to hear them? I answered, of course, so
she told me. Through some tears, I answered which one I would like to
keep and then asked her if she would put the story on paper, so that
when I passed the bear on, the story would also go with it.
Here is the story of my bear, in my mother’s own words:
The Berlin Wall, separating East and West Germany, fell in November of
1989. It immediately occurred to travel agents and Lutherans
(sometimes one and the same) that Lutherans would be interested in
visiting the places significant in the life of Martin Luther. These places
had been mostly located in the East Zone, and travel to them had been
both restricted, and unsafe, for residents of western democracies.
By 1992 we were living in Amsterdam NY, where your dad was pastor of
St Luke’s. Another pastor in the southern tier talked with a travel
agent and they came up with a plan to offer a very low cost trip to visit
“Luther Land” to local pastors, who would then try to organize trips
with members of their own congregations. I agreed immediately with
your dad that he should not miss this opportunity, and we paid our $500
to sign him up. October 14 was to be the big day of departure.
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There were about 2 months time to prepare before the trip, so your dad
decided to learn German to make the trip more interesting. The course
came in the form of tapes, which he listened to in the car whenever he
drove around town, practicing pronunciation as directed. Because of his
musical ear, he developed a very nice and accurate accent. (More about
that later).
Part of our conversation about the trip involved the following:
Me “If you want to bring me a souvenir of the trip – and it would be very
nice if you did – I want a Steiff teddy bear. Nothing else, and no other
kind of teddy bear – just Steiff. Let me spell that for you – Steiff. I
mean it – nothing else. I lived there and I have all the German
remembrances I want, except that.”
Dad “but what if I don’t see that kind of teddy bear? What if it’s too
expensive?”
Me “You will see them in every shop they take you too, trust me on
this. And if you don’t want to spend the money, that’s ok. But that’s ALL
I want.”
So, the big day came and he left for NYC, where Aunt Shirley picked him
up for a quick overnight visit. The flight to Europe was uneventful and
pleasant. They settled into the first hotel, and by some chance your Dad
was standing at the door of an elevator, when it opened and a group of
Germans got out. Ready to try his new German skills, he said
“Guten morgan. Wie getz?” sounding very authentic. They responded
with a torrent of speech, inquiring about his health, the weather, the
state of the economy, etc == not one word of which he understood!! He
told me that he was absolutely crushed – the course had emphasized
speaking, not listening…..
The educational part of the trip was wonderful – Eisenach, Wittenberg,
Berlin, a trip by boat on the Rhine river – and the spirit of fellowship
among the pastors was wonderful too. Dad told some of them about his
quest for a Steiff bear – and the ENTIRE group began to aid in the
search! In every store, at every stop, they compared – price, size, color,
my potential preference – it became a group mission. Dad almost fainted
at the first price tag, so that soon became the primary focus!
Finally, a suitable bear was found – and purchased (in spite of the
pain!). From that point on, he accompanied the group everywhere. I
cannot guarantee that he was there in the room where Luther translated
the New Testament into German, but I like to think so! All the members
had a vested interest in his safety, and for years some inquired about
whether I liked him. Of course I did – and thus began my study,
collecting, and enjoyment of Steiff bears. (Lucille T Doxey)
Yours in Christ,
Jacki Scott
Director of Music
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The Quilters are now meeting on a regular basis
and the dates for the February Meetings are
February 2nd and February 16th at 9:30am.

Monthly AMVETS Spaghetti Dinner:
There WILL NOT be a Spaghetti Dinner in
February and the start up date is tbd for the
dinners to resume.

During this virus outbreak time Citrus County Blessings will
not have any regular packing times. But, if you wish to
volunteer, you can call Christina Reed, the organizer, at
352/341-7707 to set up your own time to pack.
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February Celebrations:
Anniversaries: Glen and Jeannine Robertson on 2/14 and
Don and Sue Koppler on 2/19.
Birthdays: Rebecca Thompson on 2/1, Harold Skidmore on
2/5, Manley Benmark on 2/8, John Chisari on 2/11, Edith
Regan on 2/14, Constance DeTuerk on 2/16,

As you may know, Harold and Kay Schaller relocated
at the end of last year to Naples with Kay’s
daughter, Kathy and Kathy’s husband. Kathy tells
me that they are in a very nice assisted living
apartment. Their presence at Hope will be missed.
Their new contact information is:
Kay and Harold Schaller
Brookdale North Naples, apt. 108
Naples, FL 34109
239-293-6020
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Prayer Concerns

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
PRAYER REQUESTS

*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Milly Mizell for Covid, For Dolores Chiders (mother of Cindy Todd)
for stroke. For Richard Warden, For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s
niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of
Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of Manley Benmark, For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane Kahler. For Don
Vades and Kathi O’Hara:

*For healing and recovery

For Kristine Brock’s right shoulder replacement,
For Bill Kessell’s surgery the end of January, For Ernie Bloom, For
Louise Cobb, For Janice Edwards, For the family and friends of Bryan Jones (Edith Regan’s nephew), For Bob Schade, For Joyce Davis’s
daughter, Jana Davis, covid, For Any Graft (Carole & Bill Warden’s
niece), For Marie
Kolbe, friend of Linda Becker, for Covid Pneumonia, For Gael McCarthy, For Tom Lambert, For Theresa Batchelor
(Donna Wilkers daughter), For Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s
brother), For Ryan Yamka (Peggy & Bob Schade’s son-in-law) needs
prayers for healing, For Roy Cobb, For Judy Howe, For Victor
Kahler, For Rick Davey, For Hans Witter, For David Doyle, For Mike
Kimbrough, For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of whom need the
Lord to help them through this, For Nancy and Spencer with family
problems, For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s guidance, For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing, For Rachelle Hannah, daughterin-law of Steve & Judy Kasco whose tests reveal she is now cancer
free.
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month

Page 19

