Hope’s newsletter - February 2022
“to know cHrist and make Him known”

pastor’s message
The Blessing of Lent
The first thing I’d like you to do as you read through
my cover article is to pretend you’re not reading through
my cover article. In fact, until further notice pretend
that the following words have no connection whatsoever
with your pastor. Instead, pretend that you’re hearing
these words from someone doing a survey. Since this
seems to be a very nice ‘someone’ – you decide that
you’re willing to take a moment or two to think about the
answer to the survey question and respond. Ready? Here
goes …
Good afternoon Mr./Mrs./Ms. [Your Name Here] – What
are your top three goals at the moment? – the three
things you would most like to accomplish?
OK – I’m back. So, I’m wondering who had, as one of
their goals – perhaps even their top priority – deepening
their relationship with God so that all your other goals,
and how you pursue those goals, flow out of the depths
of that relationship. If you didn’t, don’t worry about it.
I likely wouldn’t have either. That’s not really where our
mind goes when someone asks us about our goals. But
now that our mind is in that place, we’re likely all
thinking that the goal I listed above is a good one. Well
then – have I got a season for you!!! Lent.
For some, Lent has a bad reputation. It’s too often
misunderstood as forty days of beating your spiritual
self up. Not true. Lent is, first, a time of truth. It’s a
time of recognizing that ‘All we, like sheep, have gone
astray’ [Isaiah 53:6] – that the depth of our
relationship with the God, made known to us and for us
in Jesus, has likely, to some extent, shallowed – that it
is not the currents of that relationship that move us
through our days as fully as it should.
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Lent is, second, a time of remembering. During Lent, we remind ourself more
consciously than usual that the path of relationship with God is the path of
peace and goodness – for us in our life, and for others through our life. We
remember not only the truth of that statement in the present – but also how
that statement has been true in our life in the past. Lent is a time of remembering not only that the Lord is our shepherd – but also all the ways that the
Lord has so faithfully and fully been our shepherd.

And finally, Lent is a time of return. We use the Lenten discipline of
prayer (speaking and listening), fasting (simplifying and slowing our lifestyle), and works of love as tools that remove some of the silt that has
shallowed the depth of our relationship with God. And like most things to
do with our faith – Lent is a journey we most successfully travel not only
individually, but together with the community God has gathered us into. I
look forward to sharing that journey with you in this blessed season.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve

Ash Wednesday Worship
Ash Wednesday, this year, falls on March 2. There will be an Ash Wednesday
worship service at Hope on that day – but there will not be ashes. During this time of
pandemic, moving from forehead to forehead with the ashes does not seem to be
practicing enough caution. Instead of ashes, I plan to distribute a small rock with a
cross etched into it as the words declaring our mortality are spoken. Because many of
the members and friends of Hope would rather not drive at night, the service will
begin at 5:00 pm.

Information About Hope’s Prayer List
Beginning in March, Hope will maintain our Prayer List in a way used by many other
congregations. In order to ensure the Prayer List stays current, a name or other
prayer concern will be kept on the Prayer List for one month from the time it was
added to the List. We will, of course, keep it on the List for an additional month(s) if
we receive a request to do so. In addition, the List will be reformatted for easier
reading. If there is a name or other concern on the List in this Newsletter that you
would like to remain on the List in the March Newsletter, please call the office and
tell Debbie.
Thank you.
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Council Officers
& Members
President
Don Koppler
Vice President
Jane Skidmore

We once again want to remind you to please do not bring
food that is past the last date of sale. SOS cannot legally
give out food to people where the last date of sale has
passed. Please bring food in original containers only and
please do not leave it out on the porch in front the door if
the church is not open.

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry

Secretary
Diane LeDuc
Treasurer
Deacon Diane
Kahler
Personnel
Committee

As you know, the impact of COVID has deepened
the presence of food insecurity in our area. And
so SOS continues in its mission. If you would like
to support SOS, you can drop off food and other
necessities at Hope during the week (the office
is open M-Th, 9am-2pm) or on Sunday morning
if you’re attending worship. Check out what
type of food items WELCA is suggesting we focus
on each month.

Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea

Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of
each month from 9am to noon at Shepherd of
the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W. Norvell
Bryant Hwy in Lecanto.

Council Member
Renate Wilms-Rovin

Donations by check that are made out to SOS
Inc. can be mailed to SOS, PO Box 640774,
Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.
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Property
Victor Kahler
Council Member
Nancy Miller

Council Member
Cindy Todd
Council Member
Hans Witter

The next three WELCA meeting dates are Saturday,
February 26, Saturday March 26 @ 10:00 am and
Saturday April 23 @ 10:00am in Luther Hall.
At the Saturday April 23 meeting they will make
baskets out of wine corks. There will be a sign up
sheet.
The food choices for the next few months are
as follows:

February: Spices (small bottles) and small bags of
flour and sugar.
March: Paper goods: toilet paper, paper towels &
tissues.
April: Cleaning and laundry supplies.
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Hope Lutheran WELCA Meeting Minutes from January 21, 2022
In attendance: Sarah Brisson, Joyce Davis, Casey Gaylardo, Charlene Hicklin, Judy Howe, Meredith McCarten,
Sue Riley, Jeannine Robertson, Peggy Schade, Tess Smith, Julia Southard
The meeting began at 10:05 a.m. with prayer and devotions led by Jeannine Roberts. The focus of the devotion
was Anger, Wisdom & Understanding. Jeannine read us bible verses on those subjects. It was short but very
thought provoking.
Old Business:
We discussed what we would like to sponsor for S.O.S. during the upcoming months. Meredith researched
what people who depend on food pantries have a hard time finding and suggested spices. In February
we will ask for small spice bottles and small packages of flour, sugar, etc. Julia suggested small jars of
spice would be best so they would not lose their shelf life as easily. She said she would donate a few as
examples. It was also decided that we will collect paper goods in March and cleaning and laundry
supplies in April.
We again discussed who would be willing to fill the roles of President, Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer. The following was decided:
President: Sarah Brisson
Vice President & Secretary: Jeannine Robertson (Jeannine will also handle prayers and devotions)
Treasurer: Casey Gaylardo
New Business:

We had a short discussion on “who we are.” It was decided that we are happy with the way things are going
and will stay that way for now.
Jeannine suggested that we might want to have an activity director. Tess suggested that those who would
be willing take turns planning an activity. T
here were some in attendance that seem to be willing to do that in the future. We did plan events and dates
for the next 3 months.
February 26th: Each of us will bring a picture of us when we were young. We will see who can match the
most pictures to how we look today.
March 26th: Sarah is contacting a woman she knows of who will come and teach a craft class. The craft chosen is a stuffed Gnome out of repurposed materials. She doesn’t charge to teach the craft but there will
be a charge for materials. Once the date and class are confirmed there will be more info provided.
April: Meredith has agreed to teach another basket making class. As before there will be a charge for materials. Again, once the date and cost are confirmed there will be more info provided.
The meeting closed at 11:15 with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Sarah Brisson, Acting Secretary.

page 6

Dollars and Sense from the Treasure’s Desk:
Regular Offering - January 2022
January 2:
$ 3,140.00
January 9:
$ 1,760.00
January 16: $ 2,762.25
January 23: $ 3,095.25
January 30: $ 2,420.50
Total Inflow:
$15,800.00
Total Outflow:

$19,876.20

February Celebrations:

Birthdays: Rebecca Thompson on 02/01, Harold
Skidmore on 02/05, Manley Benmark on 02/08,
Edith Regan on 02/14 and Connie DeTurek on
02/16,
Anniversaries: Glen & Jeannine Robertson on
02/14 and Don & Sue Koppler on 02/19.
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Thank you Notes:
Thanks to Ron Press for delivering our large
donation, from the diaper drive in December,
to the SOS Food Pantry.

Thank you to WELCA and to Julia Southard for
getting animal food and donations for SOS and
delivering them. She had extra work recently
as we received 12 boxes of shampoo, conditioner, body lotion and soap from Hard Rock that
were given to us by CASA. Most of these
boxes of personal items were packed in boxes
of 200 mini size products, but were very
heavy.
Geneva Mobley from Cayce, SC recently sent a
third check to buy items to help fill shoeboxes.
She and Carole Warden became acquainted
about 25 years ago when Carol lived in South
Carolina. Carole posts messages about Hope
Lutheran and our ministries on Facebook and
Geneva wanted to help with our shoeboxes from
a distance. GOD is in the hearts of so many
wonderful people.
Carole Warden
page 8

Council Meeting Highlights:
Council Meeting Held January 12, 2022
1. The annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday January 30, 2022
immediately following worship. Due to the pandemic, there will be no
luncheon following the meeting again this year;
2. The new dishwasher has been ordered and will be delivered on Tuesday,
January 25. 2022. It will be installed as quickly as the plumber can do it
after that date;
3. The lights at the end of the driveway will be replaced with solar lights. If
the lights are vandalized again, they will be not be replaced and the outlets
will be capped;
4. Two people have agreed to run for council this coming year.
They are Diane LeDuc and Nancy Miller. Thank you for stepping up.

LOCKED DOORS:
We would like once again to remind you that if you use any
part of the church or Luther Hall for any reason, that you
make it a point to make sure that all doors are closed and
locked when you leave.
The door in the parlor that leads outside was left ajar
not long ago. This creates a very dangerous situation for
both our secretary and our custodian.
When they come in—in the morning someone could be in
the church and they would not have known it.
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Music Music Music
It’s February which has the holiday of Valentine’s Day. Most people will
associate February with Valentine's Day. Valentine’s Day often makes us
think about love and romance and proposals and engagements and weddings.
It feels good to think about all those things. It reminds us of our own
loving experiences, rekindles those special feelings and as our families and
friends go through those experiences, we feel good for them as well. Our
children and grandchildren will all experience some form of those wonderful
times.
But why do we (in English) have only one word for love? The ancient
Greeks had many words for love! Now, that’s a real advantage over our
one. Let me describe three of them here:
Eros – The word erotic is derived from that word and of course this
is what most people think of when thinking about Valentine’s Day.
Philia – I’m sure this word will make you think of the city of Brotherly
Love and stands for the love of people we know and care about.
Agape – this is the word that describes the love of God, both to and
from. I feel that this is the most important of all the ‘love’ words!
Some hymns we sing express that love, such as Love Divine, All Loves
Excelling!
Yes, romance is important. Yes, brotherly love is important. And, yes,
God’s love and the love we have for God is important. Let’s show that love
now. This month. All year. Everywhere!
In Christ,
Jacki Scott
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Super Bowl vs. Souper Bowl Sunday
Bengals vs Rams
Hope vs Hunger
It’s that time of year to route for yourfavorite team
and show support for our SOS Food Pantry.
We will be collecting cans of soup and monetary donations
on February 13th.
Thank you!
Carole Warden

Hope’s Quilters
Some of the quilters met on Tuesday, Feb. 1 to celebrate June
Towner’s birthday.

We have a new member of the quilters from Citrus Springs and
her name is Joanna Moore.
The next date for quilters is Tuesday, February 15th at
9:30am.
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Our Shoebox Ministry for 2022 has begun….
Please remember Matthew 19:14 - Jesus says “Let the little children come to
Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these”.
Our Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry reaches millions of children
every year all over the world
Before they can open their shoebox gifts, they are told about Jesus and His
love. Afterwords they are invited to a 12 week “journey” to hear the whole
story about Jesus. Many become Christians along with the rest of
their families.
Think about donating during the month of LOVE (February).
Monetary or items for personal use such as: washcloths, combs and
toothbrushes.
Each box needs $9.00 to cover the cost of shipping and the booklet about Jesus in their own language.
Thank you,
Carole Warden
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Prayer Concerns

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
PRAYER REQUESTS

*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Angie Catalana, For Milly Mizell for Covid, For Dolores Chiders
(mother of Cindy Todd) for stroke. For Richard Warden for a-fib,
For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece,
Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of Jeannine Robertson and for her
brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane, niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For
Dave Bessing, friend of Manley Benmark, For Don Vades
and Kathi O’Hara:

*For healing and recovery
For Dean Varty, For Peggy Schade for healing for knee replacement, For Tess Smith’s 81 yo mother, Shirley Tramontin, fell &
broke a hip and her brother-in-law John Kowaiski is under cancer
treatment, For Kristine Brock’s right shoulder replacement, For Ernie
Bloom, For Louise Cobb, For Janis Edwards, For Bob Schade, For Any
Graft (Carole & Bill Warden’s niece), For Gael McCarthy, For Tom
Lambert, For Theresa Batchelor (Donna Wilkers daughter), For Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother),For Roy Cobb, For Judy Howe,
For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey, For Hans Witter, For David
Doyle, For Mike Kimbrough, For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of
whom need the Lord to help them through this, For Nancy and Spencer with family problems, For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s
guidance, For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing,
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the
10:00am Worship Service in February of 2022

Acolytes

Assisting Minister: February, 2022
February 6:

Gerry Benjamin

February 13:

Renate Wilms-Rovin

February 20:

Sarah Brisson

February 27:

John Chiappetta

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Sarah Brisson
Diane Kahler
Jane Skidmore

-

Lay Readers

Greeter

-

Ushers for the Month

Steve Kasco, Don Koppler
and Ron Press
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Julia Southard
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