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Message From Pastor
In Advent, we sing one verse a
week of the song “Light One
Candle to Watch for Messiah.”
We mark the passing of the
weeks of Advent with the
lighting of candles, one for each
week that passes. By the end of
Advent we have four candles
lit.
On Sunday morning, these
candles are not very bright,
even though the sanctuary is
somewhat dark. At the
midweek services, in the dark
of wintertime, the candles
appear a little brighter. But
they still do not make much of
an impression or shed much
light in comparison to the
electric lights overhead and on
the tree.
On Christmas Eve we each
light a small candle and share
our awe at the wondrous thing
God has done in our midst. We
sing the beloved hymn Silent
Night in the dark, with only
the light of the candles and the
Christmas tree brightening our
worship space.

It’s only when it is really dark
that the lights of the Advent
wreath candles and the little
Christmas candles seem bright
in comparison to the dark space.
And so it is with Jesus. We may
not notice him much in our daily
lives, with all the lights on. But
when the darkness of illness or
death or financial challenges or
worry and fear make themselves
felt, then the light of Jesus may
be much more visible, if we look
for it.
The season of Epiphany begins
with the magi appearing to
Jesus and worshiping him. They
find him by following the star.
The season of Epiphany ends
with the Transfiguration of
Jesus on the mountain, with a
mystified trio – Peter, James,
and John – struggling to
understand why Jesus shines
with heavenly glory and light.
Between these two lighted
events, the light shines on Jesus
as he begins to reveal himself as
the Son of God.
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President
Vic Kahler
First Saturday
Property Committee

The candles of Advent and
Christmas have been
replaced by the nearblinding light of God’s
glory. Yet, the light may be
hard to see, because we are
not looking for it, in the
daylight of our regular
lives. But it is still there, if

Vice President
Russ Telfer
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Secretary
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we look we can find it and
find the God who shines
beyond all our fears and
worries.
Shine on!
Pastor Lynn

Thank You
Thank you for filling our
angel tree with wonderful
gifts for our 2 families!
Twelve people had a
merrier Christmas because
of you and your generosity.

Vivian Matthews
Deacon Ted Polack
Citrus County Blessings
Ushers
Richard Regan
Endowment
Property Committee
Helen Van Horn
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Acolytes
Family Activities
Greeters & Guest Greeter
Readers
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
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Removing the Christmas Decorations
On Saturday, January 12th at 9:30 a.m., we will be
removing and putting away the Christmas decorations
from the sanctuary and narthex. Please join us.

Annual Reports
The time has arrived when the Annual Congregational
Meeting is to be held. The meeting is scheduled to follow
the 9:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 27, 2012
in the sanctuary. Committee reports for the annual
meeting are due by January 7.
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Esther Circle
Happy New Year! Esther Circle will
be studying the remaining lessons
“Gathered by God” from January—
May of 2013. All are invited to join us
as we meet on the third Thursday of
each month.
We will be “Getting Away” with
apostles as the return from a mission
trip. They had been sent by Jesus on
this missionary journey. Their
assignment was to proclaim the
message about Jesus and to bring
healing and comfort to the sick and
those who were tormented in mind and
spirit. The apostles were gone awhile
and are gathering around Jesus to tell
of their experiences. As he listens,

Jesus invites them to get away from it
all, to pause from their work, to spend
time apart from the many people who
clamor for their attention. We will join
them as they go away with Jesus and
rest. Our scripture story will be from
the gospel of Mark, chapter 6. Copies of
the lesson are available in the office.
Please plan to join us on January 17.

Dollars and Sense From the Treasurer’s Desk
November 2012
Date
November 4
November 11
November 18
November 25

Communion
Attendance

Regular
Income

72
62
78
58

4,817.00
1,493.00
2,122.00
1,673.00

Total Inflows: $11,607.26
Total Outflows: $13,697.92
The complete financial statement is in Luther Hall.
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Healthy Communication Within The Congregation
Communication within congregations is
always a challenge. Hope has had better
communication as a council goal for
several years, and we have improved a
lot, but we can always get better. Here
are two reminders about good
communication patterns.
1) As committees meet and make
decisions, before the meeting ends, take
a moment to consider who else needs to

know what was just decided, and then
pass on the information.
2) Direct communication between
oneself and another person is the best
way to get a message across. Try to
avoid communication triangles,
expecting a third person to take your
message to the person you are
concerned about.
.

Thrivent News….
The Citrus County Chapter of Thrivent
held their annual Christmas party at
Citrus Hills Country Club on December
9. Pastor Lynn, Ted Polack and Carole
Warden attended the volunteer
appreciation dinner from Hope.
The luncheon opened by Lynn Dively,
president of the chapter, introducing
pastors and their spouses from the
Citrus County Lutheran Churches. Terry
Lucente reported on the 2012 locally

supported activities and Digna
Beckman reported on Care Abounds
activities totaled 10,532 hours. This
is an impressive amount of donated
time and talents.
Peg Weston, Thrivent Rep. for our
area, is planning a dinner at Hope for
Thrivent members to learn about
Choice Dollars to Hope and other
charities. More information on this
event will be coming your way soon.

Members Who Are Homebound or Residing in Care Facilities
Johanna Barrett—Home
Ginny Cameron—Home
Sebastian D’Auria—Home
Teofilo Diaz—Home
Joan Layton—Home
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Dorothy Scianna—Crystal Gem
Manor, Crystal River
Karen Summers—Home
Ruby Wagner—Barrington Place
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Family Members in the Military
We remember & pray for those who
protect our liberty by serving in the
military.
Ginny Cameron’s grandson:
Tech Sergeant John Edward Werner
John & Margarita Chiappetta’s son:
Luis Jimemez
Janet Esworthy’s nephew:
Major Marc Orndorff

Joan Klotz’s two grandsons:
Brian Lucas and Kevin Lucas
Vivian Matthews’ granddaughter:
Capt. Kari Matthews
Edith Regan’s daughter:
Storekeeper Chief Phyllis Thomas
Please let the church office know of
others we can add to this list.

Thanks! From Pastor Lynn
Thank you to everyone for your
generosity at Christmas; the gifts you
give make my heart sing.
Thank you to Vic Kahler for hearing my
“noticings” – lights that don’t work, etc.
You brighten my days!

Thank you to Martha Circle for the
wonderful Christmas party and the gifts
to our homebound members. You are
always so thoughtful.
Thank you to the Deacons, for
refreshments after worship, even though
two of the three of you had to be gone.

Round Robin Sign Up Time
For fun and fellowship look for the signup sheet in the narthex during January. The next round will begin in February and end in May.
We meet in each others homes and
share the cooking. Each couple provides a salad, veggie, or dessert. The
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host couple for the dinner provides the
main course. We will alternate homes
and side dishes and have a good
time. Any questions see Sue Hovis after church or call me at 746-9799.
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Citrus County Blessings
What a wonderful new ministry we are
involved in to help feed needy children
at two local elementary schools. This
program began (for us here at Hope) at
the start of the school year and every
week over 200 children took a backpack
home from school on the weekends so
they would not go hungry! This is an ongoing project, so remember to buy an

extra jar of peanut butter or parmalot
milk or any of the other items approved
on our list for the backpacks. A basket
is located in the narthex for your
donations.
Remember to include your receipts too!

Christmas Gift
Hanging in my office is a new ornament
– an 8-inch nail, a spike, really, with a
ribbon loop. It was a Christmas gift and
worth sharing with all. It came with
this brief description. A longer story is
on the bulletin board on my door.

Now you all know it is there, on the
wall in my office. Perhaps you can
glance in and spot it, and remember.
Christmas blessings
Pastor Lynn

This is the Christmas Nail. It is to be
hung on a sturdy branch, a branch near
the trunk, a branch that will hold such a
spike without noticed by well-wishers
dropping by to admire one’s tree. The
nail is known only to the home that
hangs it. Understood only by the heart
that knows its significance. It is hung
with the thought: the Christmas tree
foreshadows the Christ tree which only
he could decorate for us, ornamented
with nails such as this.
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Bible Study in the New Year
If you have made a New Year’s
Resolution to spend more time reading
the Bible, please consider joining a
Bible study class. The group interaction
makes reading the scriptures so much
more fun than reading them alone.
There are plenty of options at Hope:
Monday morning, Monday afternoon,
Wednesday morning, and Thursday
mornings (once a month).
Monday morning, 10:30 am – Sunday’s
Coming: a look at the scripture
readings for the following Sunday.

Monday afternoon, 1pm – Jacob’s
Journey: this year studying the book of
Acts
Wednesday m orni ng, 10:3 0a m:
currently exploring early church
history, and discovering why we
believe what we believe about Jesus
Thursday morning, 10:30am monthly:
Esther Circle, studies the Women of
the ELCA Gather topic for the year:
“Gathered by God”

Martha Circle
The annual Christmas party was
hosted by Martha Circle on December 9
and everyone enjoyed the snacks,
fellowship and door prizes. The theme
of the party was candy canes and the
party favors were given in memory of
Cathy Taylor. The favors explained the

legend of the candy cane and now
every time you look at a candy cane,
you will see Jesus! (Just one more
reminder that Jesus is everywhere!)
NO MEETING OF MARTHA CIRCLE
IN JANUARY

“Souper Bowl Sunday”, February 3th = P.B. & J.
A
February tradition at Hope is
collecting food on Super Bowl
Sunday.
The Youth Group is
spearheading this endeavor. Our goal is
to collect 100 or more plastic jars of jelly
and peanut butter for a special treat to
send in the Citrus County Blessings
backpacks.
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Hope is partnering with other local
residents to silence weekend hunger
in children. We appreciate your
support. Thanks.
Brenna, Steven, Tanner, Marissa,
Anthony, Jacob, Joey and Brandon
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Did You Ever Wonder….?
Did you ever wonder what a Narthex
was? The narthex is often considered
only an entrance hallway, but it has
important liturgical functions. In the
most limited sense it separates the place
of worship from the places of work and
play. It is a place for church members to
greet one another and prepare for
worship. The narthex is also used for the
formation of liturgical processions prior
to the entrance hymn of the service. In
addition, the congregation as a whole
may gather in or process through the

narthex prior to services on Palm
Sunday, Easter Eve, and Pentecost.
Receiving lines after weddings and
other services also often form in the
narthex.
Various types of art may be placed in
the narthex to introduce the
worshipers to the festival or season
being celebrated. In so doing, the
narthex will help worshipers with the
transition from the outside world to
the place of corporate worship.

Annual Meeting Luncheon—January 27, 2013
After the annual meeting of the each other.
congregation there will be a roasted
turkey luncheon….but all of the
“trimmings” are needed. There is a sign Everyone is invited and there is NO
up sheet in the narthex for salad, cost.
veggies, and desert. Please indicate what
you are willing to bring and share with

Operation Christmas Child….2012
Our 2012 shoebox ministry was
completed in November
and 114
shoeboxes were donated by HOPE.
Thanks again to all who helped make it a
success! We will kick off the 2013
campaign for the Operation Christmas
Child in the next few months.
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It takes months of collecting, sorting
and organizing items for this
wonderful ministry and we will have
an auction in the summer to earn
money to ship our shoeboxes. Watch
for more information in next month’s
newsletter.
Carole Warden
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Martyr Moment
Kaj Munk
January 13,1898-January 4, 1944
Born Kaj Harold Leininger Peterson on
the island of Lollard, Denmark was
raised by the Munk family after the
death of his parents. He was a Danish
playwright and Lutheran pastor known
for his cultural engagement and his
martyrdom during the occupation of
Denmark in World War II.
Much of his work was a contribution to
the “philosophy-on-life debate: (religionMarxism-Darwinism) which marked
much of the Danish culture life during
this period.
On one occasion, in the early 1930s, in a
comment that came back to haunt him
in later years, Munk
expressed
admiration for Hitler(for uniting the
Germans) but later his attitude of Hitler
and Mussolini turned to outspoken
disgust, as he witnessed the persecution
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of the German Jewish community and
the war in Ethiopia. In 1938 Munk
had published on the front page of a
Danish newspaper an open letter to
Mussolini criticizing the persecution
of the Jews. Munk,s written plays
were direct attacks on Nazism .He
was arrested and subsequently
assassinated by the Gestapo on Jan 4,
1944. His death motivated the Danes,
who until then had resigned
themselves to German occupation, to
rise against their foreign oppressors.
Kaj Munk is commorated as a martyr
in the Calendar of Saints of the
Lutheran Church on August 14
alongside of Maximilian Kolbe.
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Council Minutes for November 20, 2012
1. Call to Order/Remarks - Victor Kahler, President - Victor
made brief remarks thanking Diane and Steve for the efforts in
their reports and welcoming all the members to the meeting
2. Roll Call - Steven Northsea, Secretary
President Victor Kahler (present)
Vice President Russ Telfer (absent - vacation)
Secretary Steven Northsea (present)
Treasurer Deacon Diane Kahler (present)
Council Member Deacon John Chiappetta (present)
Council Member Aida Diaz (absent)
Council Member Constance DeTuerk-Telfer (absent vacation)
Council Member Vivian Matthews (present)
Council Member Deacon Ted Polack (present)
Council Member Dick Regan (present)
Council Member Helen Van Horn (present)
Council Member Renate Wilms-Rovin (present)
Pastor Lynn Fonfara (present)

8. Report of the Pastor (see attached report)
A. Questions and Concerns
1. Added as a Hope Christmas project two
families - the Benjamin family with ten children and
one adult and the Ezekiel family
with two teenage boys who need clothing.
2. Added the Council Retreat with St.
Timothy and Good Shepherd Council on Saturday February
16, 2013 from 9am until noon.
B. Any items needing Council approval - None
9. Reports of Church Committees by Council Liaisons
A. Christian Service
Evangelism/Stewardship (3rd Monday at
10:30 am) ( see attached report)
First Saturday - No first Saturday
activities
Family Activities - Turkey dinner
following the Congregational Annual Meeting to be
held January
27, 2013. A sign-up sheet for
salad, vegetables and deserts will be posted soon.
B. Christian Education (3rd Sunday)

3. Devotions - Deacon John Chiappetta - A reminder that at
Thanksgiving we need to be grateful for God's grace, favor and
blessing individually and as a nation.

Education - Confirmation class continues
until May when the two students will be confirmed.

4. Guests - None

Youth Ministry - Working on participation
in Citrus Springs Christmas Parade

5. Adoption of the November 20th Agenda
A. Additions/Corrections
1. Add to worship - Discussion of informal
service

Adult Ministry - Anita's class will start
Monday November 26th. Pastor's Wednesday class is
ongoing.
C. Christian Worship

2. Delete December 7 plans from Old business
B. Acceptance - Renate moved, Ted seconded and it
passed unanimously to accept the agenda as
amended.
6. Report of the Secretary
A. Additions/Corrections - None
B. Acceptance - Diane moved, Renate seconded and it
passed unanimously to accept the October Minutes as printed.
7. Report of the Treasurer

Worship and Music (Quarterly)
The council held a lively discussion of the
informal service. Many felt the lack of
vestments made the service less
spiritually appealing. It was decided to
hold an informal service on January 27th
before the annual meeting and let the
congregation make decisions about
whether to continue or discontinue the
services in the future.

A. Questions/Concerns - The dedicated funds balances
page was inadvertently missing from the report
and Diane
printed out enough for all members present.
B. Acceptance - Dick moved, Helen seconded and it
passed unanimously to accept the October treasurer's report
with the additional page.
Page 10

(Continued on page 11)
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Council Minutes (Continued from page 10)
D. Administration
Property - See attached report
1. Renate moved, Steve seconded and
it passed unanimously that the property
committee investigate the cost of a tree
specialist to inspect all trees on the main
property of the church for rot, disease and damage due
to potential danger of falling.
Long Range Planning - No report
Finance - No meeting
Personnel - Still searching for choir
accompanist
Memorial - No report
Endowment - No report
10. Old Business
A. Updated MSP Plan - The ten month MSP plan
indicated a possible $42,000 savings under the budgeted
2012 amount.
B. Nomination Committee Report - Still seeking
volunteers to run for council. . Four council seats will
be open in January and to date only three people have
volunteered to run. Volunteers who would like to have
an opportunity to serve Hope should contact Renate
Wilms-Rovin or Diane Kahler of the nominating
committee. The term of office is three years.
C. Removal of Unused Sunday School Materials
Status report - Action has been postponed until February
D. Update on YMCA Programs - New programs have
been added and are advertised on fliers at entrances
to
the church. Others will be added.
E. Cancellation of Trinity Institute Seminar Hurricane Sandy forced a change of dates causing conflict
with other Hope events in December
F. December 7 Christians United in Christ Meeting
Plans (removed from agenda as we were told we would
not be doing it this year as the new director was not
aware we were hosting the event.)
11. New Business
A. Pledge/Time Talent Report - See attached
B. Presentation of 2013 Budget/MSP - See attached
12. Consent Agenda
A. Vacation request - Kerry for Friday, November 30th
and in December Friday, the 7th, Friday, 14th ,
Monday,
24th , Friday, 28th and Monday, the 31st
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B. Vacation request - Kelly for November,
Wednesday, the 21st . In December the 24, 26, 27, 28. Diane
will
work for her.
C. Boy Scout’s annual Spaghetti Dinner & Auction
on Saturday, February 2, 2013 in Luther Hall
Diane moved, Ted seconded and the consent
agenda passed unanimously.
13. Current Meeting Highlights for Newsletter and Bulletin
1. We have adopted two families for Christmas
Gifts - the Benjamin family with ten children and
one adult and the Ezekiel family with two teenage
boys who need clothing.
2. The Congregational Annual Meeting will be held
January 27,2013 with a turkey dinner following. A
sign-up sheet for salad, vegetables and deserts will
be posted soon.
3. An "Informal Service" will be held January 27th
preceding the annual congregational meeting
where a decision will be made to continue or
discontinue the informal services.
4. The council took a first look at a proposed
Ministry Spending Plan (budget) for next year
which may be up to $22,000 less than the last
year's budget.
5. Four council seats will be open in January and to
date only three people have volunteered to run. If
you would like to have an opportunity to serve
Hope then contact Renate Wilms-Rovin or Diane
Kahler of the nominating committee. The term of
office is three years.
5. Volunteers are needed to decorate the Church
for Christmas on Saturday December 1 starting at
9 am. See Diane Kahler for more information.
14. Devotions for December 18, 2012 Meeting - Deacon
Diane Kahler
15. Adjournment and Prayer - Steve moved, Ted seconded
and it passed unanimously to adjourn at 8:51 PM.
Pastor led the closing prayers.
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Christmas Parade
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Highlights from December’s Council Meeting
The highlights of this month's meeting
approved by Council for the current
newsletter and bulletin are:
A. The Youth Group will be collecting
Peanut Butter and Jelly in plastic
containers for the Blessings Backpack
program as their "Souper" Bowl
Campaign culminating on February 3rd
this year. If you are unable to find or
purchase peanut butter or jelly in plastic
containers the Youth will accept checks
or cash and will then purchase the items.

announcement of when the hanging
dedication will occur.
D. The Annual Meeting will be held
January 27th following the service. A
turkey luncheon will be held following
the meeting. Turkey will be provided
and congregation members are asked
to bring the side dishes. A sign up
sheet is located in the Narthex.

B. God’s Global Barnyard campaign for
World Hunger Appeal will also occur in
January this year, culminating with the
Souper-Bowl campaign on Feb 3.
C. Larry Whitler's painting "Hope in a
Storm" will be framed (funded by the
endowment committee) and will be hung
in the Narthex. Look for an

Known Birthdays and Anniversaries in January
Birthday

25 Maxwell Forsyth

3 Edith Diez

28 Jim Gordon

8 Nancy Miller

30 Robert Krokker

12 Dorothy Scianna

31 David Doyle

14 Dick Regan

Anniversaries

15 Cindy Towne

19 John & Margaret Laning, Sr. (11)

20 Yvonne Popke
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Those Who Will Assist in Worship for January
Communion Assistants and Acolytes
6 - Dee Forsyth/Anita O’Donnell
13 - Renate Wilms-Rovin/Kris Brock
20 - Casey Gaylardo/Deacon John
Chiappetta
27 - Steven Penn/LynnPolack

Altar Guild
Margaret DeWalt
Diane Kahler
Marge Maschino
Margarita Chiappetta
Casey Gaylardo

Assisting Ministers
6 - Steven Penn
13 - Anthony Diaz
20 - Renate Wilms-Rovin
27 - Deacon Diane Kahler

Guest Greeter
Alice Doyle

Greeters
Dick & Edith Regan

Nursery
6– Janice Pitre
13 - Judy Thomason-Kasco
20 - Sue Hovis
27- Ann Becwar

Lay Readers
6 - Steve Northsea
13 - Judy Thomason-Kasco
20 - Lee Pitre
27 - Renate Willms-Rovin
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Ushers for the Month
Russ Telfer

7

10:30a Sunday’s Coming CR1
1:00p Jacob’s
6:30p Boy Scouts

14

10:30a Sunday’s Coming CR1
1:00p Jacob’s
6:30p Boy Scouts

21

10:30a Evangelism/
Stewardship
10:30a Sunday’s Coming CR1
1:00p Jacob’s
6:30p Boy Scouts

28

10:30a Sunday’s Coming CR1
1:00p Jacob’s
6:30p Boy Scouts

8:00a Confirmation
9:30a Worship
10:45a Fellowship
2:00p Deeper Life L.H.

13 Communion

8:00a Confirmation
9:30a Worship
10:45a Fellowship
2:00p Deeper Life L.H.

20 Communion

8:00a Confirmation
9:30a Worship
10:45a Fellowship
2:00p Deeper Life L.H.

27 Communion

8:00a Confirmation
9:30a Worship
10:45a Annual Meeting
Luncheon to Follow
Meeting
2:00p Deeper Life L.H.

January
2013

Mon

6 Communion

Sun

4:30p YMCA (Pilates)
5:00p YMCA
(Cardio Circuit)

29

4:30p YMCA (Pilates)
5:00p YMCA
(Cardio Circuit)

22

4:30p YMCA (Pilates)
5:00p YMCA
(Cardio Circuit)
7:00p Council Meeting

15

4:30p YMCA (Pilates)
5:00p YMCA
(Cardio Circuit)
6:30p Music & Worship
Mtg

8

10:30a Bible Study CR1
1:00p Art Group

30

10:30a Bible Study CR1
1:00p Art Group

23

16
10:30a Bible Study CR1
1:00p Art Group

10:30a Bible Study CR1
1:00p Art Group
2:00p Deacons Mtg

9

1:00p Art Group
6:00p Youth Group

2

1
New Year’s Day
Office Closed

Wed

Tue

4:30p YMCA (Pilates)
5:00p YMCA
(Cardio Circuit)
6:30p Cub Scouts
7:00p Choir Reh

31

4:30p YMCA (Pilates)
5:00p YMCA
(Cardio Circuit)
6:30p Cub Scouts
7:00p Choir Reh

24

17
10:30a Esther Circle
4:30p YMCA (Pilates)
5:00p YMCA
(Cardio Circuit)
6:30p Cub Scouts
7:00p Choir Reh

4:30p YMCA (Pilates)
5:00p YMCA
(Cardio Circuit)
6:30p Cub Scouts
7:00p Choir Reh

10

4:30p YMCA (Pilates)
5:00p YMCA
(Cardio Circuit)
7:00p Choir Reh

3

Thu

25

18

11

4

Fri

26

19

12

5

Sat

