Hope’s newsletter - January 2022
“to know cHrist and make Him known”

pastor’s message

Christ In Our Home
As you may know, the liturgical supply and publishing company associated with our denomination, the ELCA, is called
Augsburg Fortress. As you may also know, Augsburg Fortress
publishes a daily devotional called Christ in Our Home, which
Hope makes available in the narthex. Published quarterly, it
provides, for each day of the week, a reflection on a passage of
scripture. Each day also includes a brief prayer, a suggested
prayer concern, and additional related scripture passages to
turn to in your bible. I find it to be an excellent little devotional, but its content is not why I’m referring to it here. Instead, I
want to reflect on its title – Christ in Our Home.
As I thought about that title, a short passage from John’s gospel that you’ve almost certainly heard many times came to
mind: And the Word became flesh and lived among us.
Through God’s gracious, saving gift of Jesus’ birth, it was once
literally true that Christ was present in people’s homes – the
home of Simon and Andrew, the home of Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus, the home of Simon the leper, the home of an unnamed leader of the Pharisees, the home of Zacchaeus, and so
on. What that must have been like! I’d be envious if it weren’t
for the fact that, for Sarah and me, Christ has been in our
home many times – and yours too. Physically? No. But no less
present. A second passage of scripture holds the promise of
that presence for all of us. Listen! I am standing at the door,
knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come
in to you and eat with you, and you with me.
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It also occurs to me that Phillips Brooks proclaims that same promise in his hymn, O
Little Town of Bethlehem with these words: “ … where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.” And so, Jesus’ answer to the table grace – Come, Lord Jesus, be
our guest, and let these gifts to us be blessed – is Yes. Christ in Our Home.
I’ll share one more thought that comes to mind. As you may know, there is an age old
Christian tradition of blessing your home on the Day of Epiphany (January 6), or shortly
thereafter, often during a gathering of family and friends. This blessing may include a
visual element by placing the following inscription in some visible location: 20 + C M B +
22. The 20 and 22 are for the current year, and so change each year. The letters C M B
represent either the legendary names of the magi – Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar – or
the Latin blessing Christe mansionem benedicat, which means Christ, bless this house. As
the two crosses are inscribed, the prayer + Christ, bless this house, + and remain with us
throughout the new year is sometimes said.
An Augsburg Fortress resource offers a longer prayer that I’ll include (with a couple of
modifications) to close this piece:
Lord Jesus, your birth among us was revealed by the shining of a star. We pray that you
bless this home and all who enter it with your gracious presence. May your love be our
inspiration, your wisdom our guide, your truth our light, and your peace our benediction;
for your mercy’s sake. Amen.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve

Thank you!
Sarah and I would like to thank everyone who graced our Christmas
with cards, gifts and well wishes. Your kindness and warmth are very
much appreciated.
Thank you also to those who wished me a Happy Birthday.
You made turning 39 a bit easier.
Pastor Steve and Sarah
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Our annual diaper drive for SOS (Serving Our Savior) food pantry finished December
12th with a wonderful chicken luncheon from Lee’s Chicken in Ocala.
This dinner was free for the attending as most of the meal was paid for thru
Thrivent Action Team.
Tess Smith, Doug Smith, Pat Kessel and Carole Warden took care of the kitchen
duties. Our members and friends are so very generous as we collected 38 boxes of
diapers which amounts to 3,000! We also got donations of 18 bags of baby wipes,
3 burp cloths, 3 receiving blankets, 1 diaper bag, 1 baby shampoo, oil and lotion, 1
multigrain box of baby cereal and 4 blue rubber duckies.
Thank you everyone who participated in this very successful diaper drive
and luncheon.
Bill & Pat Kessell
Carole Warden
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Council Officers
& Members
President
Julia Southard
Vice President
Jane Skidmore
Secretary
Cindy Todd

Thanks to Jacki and Hope’s Choir
for the beautiful Cantata.

Treasurer
Deacon Diane
Kahler
Personnel
Committee
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
Property
Victor Kahler

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
As we have now entered into the New Year, it is
time to mark your calendar, for Hope’s annual
Congregational Meeting:

Meeting Date : Sunday, January 30, 2022.
Time:

11:15 am immediately following
the 10:00 am worship service.

We look forward to seeing
all of you there.
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Council Member
Don Koppler
Council Member
Steve Northsea

Council Member
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Council Member
Hans Witter

No meeting was held in December. But 4 families,
from the Resource Center, will have a merrier
Christmas thanks to the ladies who donated gifts of
clothing and toys. Items were delivered early in
December in time for their annual Christmas party.
Thanks again for helping others!!
Submitted by
Carole Warden

2021 Christmas Parade

Dollars and Sense from the Treasure’s Desk:
Regular Offering - December 2021
12/5:

$2,560.73

12/12:

$6,088.00

12/19:

$2,429.00

12/26:

$4,315.00

_________________ _______
Total Inflow:
Total Outflow:

$17,049.60
$17,650.89

January Celebrations:
Birthdays: Cindy Todd on 1/1, Carol Kramp on 1/6,
Nancy Miller on 1/8, Pat Saur on 1/22, David Howe
on 1/24, Dean Varty on 1/27, Don Koppler on 1/28
and David Doyle on 1/31.
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Council Meeting Highlights:
Meeting Highlights
Council Meeting Held December 8, 2021
1. Council approved vacation for Pastor from Sunday, December 26, 2021
through Saturday, January 1, 2022;
2. Council approved the use of a golf cart as the church’s float in the Citrus
Springs Christmas parade;
3. A new garbage disposal has been installed in Luther Hall;
4. Many needed projects around the church are nearing completion.

LOCKED DOORS:
We would like once again to remind you that if you use any
part of the church or Luther Hall for any reason, that you
make it a point to make sure that all doors are closed and
locked when you leave.
The door in the parlor that leads outside was left ajar
not long ago. This creates a very dangerous situation for
both our secretary and our custodian.
When they come in—in the morning someone could be in
the church and they would not have known it.
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Music Music Music
Happy New Year!

Here’s wishing for more health, more compassion, more forgiveness and
more love throughout our community here at Hope and in our neighborhoods, families, cities, countries and the world. I also hope for more
optimism about the upcoming year! As most of you already know, I am an
extremely optimistic person and I try to share positive thoughts and
feelings wherever I go and with whatever I do. Epiphany is coming up this
month, which for me kind of makes me look on the ‘bright’ side. I look
toward the light, where we know that God’s promises lie.
I applaud Hope’s choir for doing such a terrific job with the Christmas
cantata in December. I know that their efforts were successful, and they
should all be proud of the sharing of their musical gift these past few
months, when we felt it was safer to proceed with singing again in the
sanctuary. I also want to thank the members of Hope for all the lovely
Christmas cards in December – I used them to make some decoration in my
office, which helped remind me why I do this work!
After a brief rest after Christmas our choir practices will resume at 4:00
pm on Wednesdays. We will be practicing some new music for Epiphany
and beyond! We are looking forward to sharing those with the
congregation.
I thank the congregation for being so wonderfully supportive of the choir’s
efforts. We’ve already had some good results following such a long time of
not being able to meet and sing. We are so grateful to be doing what we
love to do, in the sharing of music to God’s glory!!
In Christ,
Jacki Scott
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No Crust Coconut Pie

Janis Edwards

1/2 cup Bisquick
3/4 cup of white sugar
4 eggs
2 cups of milk
1 cup of sweetened coconut
1 teaspoon of vanilla
1 tablespoon of butter
Beat eggs, add milk, sugar, vanilla and butter.
Stir and add coconut and Bisquick and
mix by hand.
Pour into AT LEAST A 9” glass pie plate.
Bake at 400 degrees for 30-35 minutes.
(top will be brown).

Hope’s Quilters
There will not be any quilting in January and
the next date for quilters is Tuesday, February
1st at 9:30am. On February 1st the next few
quilting dates will be decided by the group.
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The first WELCA meeting of the year will be
held on Saturday, January 22 at 10:00am. All
women of HOPE are considered members of
WELCA and all are invited to attend. It will be
more of a planning meeting for the year. We
will be looking for input from everyone as to
where we should go from here ad what is
important to do. The food of the month for
January is pet food.

CASA

What a fantastic response from our members
and friends of Hope. We collected 5 bikes, a
scooter and wonderful gifts of clothing and
toys for 15 children living at the Abuse
Center. The bags and bikes filled the back of
CASA’s mini van and Carole Warden’s pick-up
truck. These children ranging in age from 3
months to 14 years old will have a much better
Christmas because of so many generous people.
Thank you and God Bless!
Carole Warden
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Prayer Concerns

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
PRAYER REQUESTS

*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Angie Catalana, For Milly Mizell for Covid, For Dolores Chiders
(mother of Cindy Todd) for stroke. For Richard Warden for a-fib,
For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece,
Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of Jeannine Robertson and for her
brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane, niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For
Dave Bessing, friend of Manley Benmark, For Joann Mura, neighbor
of Vic and Diane Kahler. For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara:

*For healing and recovery
For Dean Varty, For Peggy Schade for healing for knee replacement, For Tess Smith’s 81 yo mother, Shirley Tramontin, fell &
broke a hip and her brother-in-law John Kowaiski is under cancer
treatment, For Kristine Brock’s right shoulder replacement, For Ernie
Bloom, For Louise Cobb, For Janis Edwards, For Bob Schade, For Any
Graft (Carole & Bill Warden’s niece), For Gael McCarthy, For Tom
Lambert, For Theresa Batchelor (Donna Wilkers daughter), For Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother),For Roy Cobb, For Judy Howe,
For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey, For Hans Witter, For David
Doyle, For Mike Kimbrough, For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of
whom need the Lord to help them through this, For Nancy and Spencer with family problems, For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s
guidance, For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing,
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the
10:00am Worship Service in January, 2022

Acolytes

Assisting Minister: January 2022
January
January
January
January
January

2:
9:
16:
23:
30:

Dee Forsyth
John Chiappeta
Don Koppler
Sue Koppler
Ron Press

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Sarah Brisson
Diane Kahler
Jane Skidmore

-

Lay Readers

Greeter

-

Ushers for the Month

Steve Kasco, Don Koppler
and Ron Press
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Julia Southard
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First, I want to send out a thank you to the members and friends of
Hope who, throughout 2021 and in spite of the ongoing pandemic,
were so faithful in your financial giving to support Hope’s ministry.
Our regular offerings were very close to what was anticipated at
the beginning of the year. God is glorified by your faithfulness and
generosity!
We are now in the process of putting together our Ministry Financial
Plan for consideration and vote at the 2022 Annual Meeting. If you
normally choose to provide Hope with an Estimate of Giving for the
year, but have not yet done so, an Estimate of Giving form is included below for your use.
Once again, thank you for your faithfulness to our ministry at Hope.
Pastor Steve

Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church Estimate of Giving – 2022
With a grateful heart for God’s boundless generosity, and as an expression of
financial stewardship, I/we make this estimate of giving to the ministry of Hope
in 2022.
My/our commitment is: $

per
(Circle one)

week - month - year

Name:

.

Address:

.
.

Phone or Email:
2 MB

.

