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During the recent Synod
Assembly,
my
notes
consisted mostly of sound
bites, remarks by speakers
that struck me as powerful.
These few words took my
mind quickly to a further
explanation,
reaction,
prayer. Here are a few of
my sound bites notes.

Christ of the Breadline, by Fritz
Eichenberg, 1950

“We all stand in God’s
breadline.” Martin Luther
used to say, “We are all
beggars.” Some of us have
stood in bread lines for a
handout, some food to
sustain us because we had
so little income we could
not
afford
to
feed
ourselves. Most of us have
stood in line waiting for our
turn at the pot luck table.
Even if we have millions of
dollars, when we stand in
line, waiting for our turn at

the communion rail, we
are still begging for a
bite of bread, praying for
love and forgiveness.
Many people have an
image of the “Day of the
Lord” as the time when
Jesus will return causing
chaos and hell-fire and
brimstone to rain down
on the unsaved.
In the earlier books of
the Old Testament, the
people wish for the Day
of the Lord to come and
wipe out the enemies of
the Israelites.
By the time of the
Prophets, the Day of the
Lord is described as a
violent event on all the
unfaithful,
Israelites
included.
In contrast to the
popular
notion
of
apocalypse, a speaker
said, “The Day of the
Lord will bring rivers of
justice flowing down on
all people.”
(cont. on next page)
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Pastor’s Message (cont.) Mats for the Homeless
The Day of the Lord will
bring shalom, peace and
justice, to all. This includes
us, for we all struggle at
times to be faithful and
just.
One speaker showed us
an image. In the image
there were two people
holding poster-board signs.

At the Synod Assembly we
learned about making mats
out of grocery bags for the
homeless, so they could
stay dry when they slept on
the ground. When you
looked at them you could
not believe they were
actually made out of plastic
grocery bags, they were so
beautiful.
We were given a starter kit
to bring home with us, as
well as instructions and
several garbage bags full of
plastic grocery bags.

If anyone is interested in
All lives are priceless in learning to make these mats
Jesus’ eyes. I shouldn’t please let us know.
need to elaborate on this.
There were 2236 pairs of
I have a couple more sound socks
given
by
the
bites to share, but they congregations
of
the
will wait until next month.
Florida-Bahamas Synod. The
mats and socks all went to
Halifax Urban Ministries in
In HOPE
the Daytona Beach area to
Pastor Lynn +
benefit low income persons
and the homeless.
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United
The events that had occurred on
June 12, 2016 in Orlando really hit
me hard, not just as a resident living in FL and something so terrible
happening just 80 miles from us,
but someone who belongs to the
LGBT community as well.
I want to welcome everyone into our
church home, not just to different
races and age groups, but also the
LGBT community. They have every
right to worship God like we do.
They are believers like all of us
here. In Colossians 1:16-17 it’s said
“For by him all things were created,
in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all
things were created through him
and for him. And he is before all
things, and in him all things hold together.”
We are all United as One and should
be United as One. In Acts 10:34 Peter said “I now realize how true it
is God does not show favoritism.”
So if God does not show favoritism
or bias towards anyone why should
we? God created us all in the way he
wanted us to be. He designed our
plan for life before we knew it. God
does not judge anyone so what
makes any of us feel the need to
judge anyone? It’s all about LOVING each other and uniting together because strength is in numbers.

him and we can’t do it unless everyone is united together. How are we
going to deliver God’s word to everyone if we are singling out a particular
group?
Pastor Lynn teaches us in most of
her sermons about equality, love and
casting out the hatred that consumes our world. Matthew 22:36
states the two important commandments, the 2nd of which is love thy
neighbor as you love thy self.
Some Christians say being gay, lesbian, and transgender is a sin. How is
that a sin? How is being able to love
someone the way God made us be a
sin? We say a lie to someone or use
the Lord’s name in vain or just a simple thing that you know is against
what God wants of us. Is that any
more of a sin then what we’re accusing the LGBT community of doing?
So in summary I propose Hope Lutheran Church will welcome EVERYONE in our community and open the
doors to the LGBT community.
Todd Wood

God wants to align us to stand up
and preach his word and fight for
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Council Minutes from May, 2016
Hope Evangelical Church
Church Council
May 11, 2016 (7pm to 8.45 p.m.)
Minutes
1. Call to order/remarks- Steve Northsea, President
2. Roll Call – Steve__P__ , Hans__P__ , Victor__P__ , John
__P__ , Diane __P__ ,Renate__P__ ,Larry __A__,Harold
__P__, Aida__P___ , Anthony __P__ , Julia __P__ , Casey
__P__ ,Sandra __P__ , Pastor __P__ ,
3. Devotion: Steve said Growing this Church – We must ask
ourselves some questions
1. Do we really want to grow?
You must decide as a council that we really want to grow.
– Believe it or not, the primary barrier to church growth is
desire. Do you really want to grow? If the answer is yes, then
you must commit to this goal and be willing to accept
changes.
2. Are the people in our congregation willing to accept
changes?
The Bible says, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much
grain” (John 12:24 NKJV). In order for a church to grow,
things have to die. For example, those who have intimacy
with the pastor have to learn to share her with new people.
Others have to be willing to let go of the control they have in
certain decisions and in certain areas. Doing things like these
will take incredible unselfishness. …
3. Are the lay members of our congregation willing to be
ministers? They must. The pastor cannot do it all. She
must grow from the shepherd of all the members, to the
leader of lay shepherds of each ministry Hope.
If we cannot answer these questions with a resounding yes,
then vote not to re-organize. Let Hope remain the same as
now until the money runs out and the doors close. That
probably will not happen in the next three to five years, but it
will eventually happen as we spend more than we are given.
That we must be willing to accept change for our church to
grow, we need to mix at fellowship and to provide a friendly
atmosphere for new guest. We also must be lay ministers.
4. Opening prayers - Pastor Lynn Fonfara
5. Visitors: None
6. a. Adoption of the May 11, 2016 agenda.
b. Additions & corrections: Four additions were added to
new business. M- Sandra to accept, S- Hans, – Passed
unanimously
7. Secretary Report
Report of the April 13, 2016 Council Meeting
minutes
A. Additions/Corrections - None
B. Approved; M- Casey, S- Renate, -Passed
unanimously
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8. Report of the Treasurer
a. Questions and concerns – none, Diane
reported a positive income
b. Report of the treasurer was accepted; MJohn, S- Julia, passed unanimously
9. Report of the Pastor.
POAMN in Virginia, October 11-14 [Presbyterian Older
Adult Ministry Network
Vacation: October 1-16, including CE listed above (2
Sundays vacation, 1 Sunday CE
The Deacons will cover the services. M-Hans, S-Renate
10. Reports of Committees by Council Liaisons
A. Christian Service
Evangelism/Stewardship;
Family Activities - Mother’s
Day, Luncheon
B. Christian Education
Education – No report
Youth Ministry – no report
Adult Ministry – Bible studies
continue
Finance – no report
Personnel – no report
Memorial – no report
Endowment – Emilio will be
getting a scholarship
C. Christian Worship
Worship and Music –
We will record the whole
service in the future.
The deacons will turn in their
written sermons for the
web page,
Steve will do technology
workshop
D. Administration
Property – a report was given- We still
need people to help weed
Long Range planning: Suggested changes for church
operations
Task Forces: Four Task Forces will be created to include all
current council committees, except the Long Range
Planning Committee. The four Task Forces will meet a
minimum of 4 times per year.
Out Reach Task Force – to include Evangelism , Public
Relations and Social Ministry (includes family
activities, youth activities and Older Ministry)
Committees – Chairperson
Finance Task Force – to include Stewardship, Finance,
and Property committees – Chairperson.
(Future consideration for Endowment
Committee)
Worship Task Force – to include Worship and Music
Committee and Parish Education (including
adult Sunday School and Bible studies)–
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Chairperson
Hymns
Music
Order of Service
Altar Guild
Educational Programs
TV Programing
Digital/Software Task Force – Chairperson
Web Site
Power Point Programing (Television)
Church Sound System
Outdoor Sign
Outdoor Cameras
Church Office Functions
News Letters
Bulletins
Mailings
Telephone
Supplies
B. Long Range Planning Committee
General Information concerning staff
Paid Staff – Pastor, Organist/Choir Director, Secretary, and
Janitor
Volunteer Ministries – Deacons (2) and Stephen
Ministers (8)
Council Appointments – Financial Secretary and
Treasurer
Once passed what needs to be done
What needs to be done?
1. Council Appoint four task force chairs
2. Rest of council split between four task forces
3. Chair and other council members on each committee recruit
members from congregation.
4. Council President meet with four task force chairpersons,
Long Range Planning chairperson and pastor to plan how all
task forces work will together in accomplishing Long Range
Planning Goals keeping in mind that the primary goal is to
establish over time a minimum of 100 member church to
establish solid financial prospects.) This would be the council
retreat planned for May 21, 2016). A motion was made to do a
retreat in Luther Hall on May 21 from 9am to noon to work on
our LRPC which was passed unanimously.

Be a lay Minister
The Synod Assembly will be attended
by Julia Southard and Charlene
Hicklin
Reorganization of committee structure
at Luther Hall. May 21 9am to
12noon. The congregation is
invited.
15. Adjournment at 8:45 PM and Prayer. M- Hans,
S- Harold, passed unanimously
May 21, Retreat at Luther Hall from 9am to 12pm
A retreat was held to explore what we need to
grow our church. It was led by Steve
Northsea assisted by Pastor Lynn with songs
and prayers.
Attended by Hans Witter, Victor Kahler, Diane
Kahler , Michel Northsea, Renate Wilms –
Rovin, Sandra Meslow, Larry Casper, Todd
Wood, Julia Southard, John Chiappetta, Aida
Diaz, Judy Howe, and Harold Skidmore,
Other business attended to was:
Susan Collin’s three Sunday Vacation request
was accepted unanimously. Her mother will
play three songs on each Sunday and will be
paid $50 for each performance.
The June Council Meeting will be cancelled due to
members being on vacation. The next council
meeting will be held on July 13, 2016
Victor Kahler

11. Old Business –
A. Synod assembly participants: Julia Southard and
Charlene Hicklin, M-Diane, SCasey passed
unanimously.
12. New Business
a. Change our next meeting date (will be considered at
our May 21 retreat)
b. library tables loan request from the Citrus Springs
Library (Vic to follow)
c. Sept. 11, God’s Work Our Hands (a shredder will be
hired – Hot Dogs and snacks will be available)
d. Susan’s Vacation request declined because she did
not follow proper procedures
M- Diane, S-Renate – passed unanimously
13. Consent Agenda
14. Current Meeting Highlights for Newsletter and Bulletin.
Are we willing to accept changes to make the
church grow?
Mix Fellowship at the coffee hour
Volume 42 Issue 7
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Martha Circle
Joan Klotz, Terry Lucente, and Carole
Warden met on June 1 in CR 3 and
made cards to be handed out on
Father’s Day.
Plans were made to start filling some
of the Operation Christmas Child
Shoeboxes on Wednesday, July 6, at
1:00PM. Anyone who would like to
help on that date, please join us. It is
very rewarding knowing that these
shoeboxes will be given to needy or
hurting children worldwide through
this ministry. It is a good outreach
ministry through which children will
learn the story of Jesus and receive
love also through these shoeboxes.
We had another donation this month
with a check towards the shipping
costs. Thank you!
We are depending on the generosity
of our congregation and friends to
raise money for this ministry.
Donation are accepted at any time. If
you write a check, please make a
notation
for
“Shoeboxes”
or
“Operation Christmas Child” on the
check.
In Christ’s Love,

Operation Christmas Child
Wednesday
July 6
1:00PM
Luther Hall
Come join usFill a Shoebox!!
We will have everything out to
complete boxes. Have fun deciding
what to place in a box for each child
as you collect items from the tables.
We have toys, school supplies, and
some clothing to use for these boxes. Ages will be separated 2-4, 5-9,
and 10-14.
We are still accepting donations as
our boxes will not leave Hope until
mid-November, This will be our
first” fill” with another date for filling in October. Hope you can join us.
Many hands make light work!

Carole Warden

Carole Warden
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Book Club News
This summer the book club will be
reading the book Everything Happens for a Reason, by psychotherapist Mira Kirshenbaum.
“In each of our lives we are faced
with events that seem inexplicable,
unjust, even cruel—events that can
shatter our perception of the
world, our understanding of ourselves, and our faith in a higher
power. Friends and family members
often
offer
comfort
with
“Everything happens for a reason”—
a simple, common phrase with an unbearably elusive meaning.
According to Kirshenbaum, there is
significance to each of the events
in our lives. We all can discover
meaning in what has happened to
us—seeing such occurrences as
gifts, lessons, or opportunities that
we might not have been able to get
any other way. Building on more
than twenty-five years of clinical
research, Kirshenbaum has developed tests to help readers decode
the confusing or unfortunate
events in their lives and find solace
and strength in the positive outcomes
that
exist.

“While coming to terms with unexpected loss and disappointment is
never easy, Everything Happens
for a Reason empowers readers to
embrace the positive and comprehend the specific message that is
larger and more powerful than
their grief.”
Paperback copies of this book are
available from online booksellers
for as low as $4, including shipping.
One copy is available at Central
Ridge Public Library.
Join us on Wednesday mornings at
10am in the parlor for some interesting sharing as we discuss the
latest chapter in our book.

“Kirshenbaum offers ten universal
reasons for the tragedies in our
lives, among them letting go of
fear, radically accepting ourselves,
becoming a truly good person, finding forgiveness, and discovering our
mission.
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Homebound Members

Property Manager’s Report

Joan Layton - Home
Dorothy Scianna - Crystal Gem
Manor, Crystal River, FL

I would like to thank, Dick Regan (for

pond maintenance), Barbara Decker,
Kerry Reed, Jim Earl, Carole Warden,
Luis Dias, Bill Kessel, and Steve
Northsea for (programming our sign).
We recorded (65 hours) since our
last report which does not include
the sign programming or pond
maintenance time.
The John Deere Mower engine rebuild is nearing completion.


The memorial pond is looking ok
and we actually had the first water
lily blossom


The water filters have been
cleaned on a regular basis by Dick
Regan and Vic Kahler


Renate keeps after the weeds and
flowers even though she is still taking chemotherapy


Karen Summers - Home

We had to have a Luther Hall A/C
repaired for $170

Ruby Wagner – Brentwood



Helen Van Horn– Brentwood



Lempi Tervo- Tuskawilla Nursing
and Rehab Center, Winter
Springs, FL

The mowers have
ready for the season

been

made

Debris from the wind has been
picked up and placed in a pile
 The church has been treated by
the pest control company


Victor Kahler
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Hope’s Prayer List

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed so
that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton, Dorothy Scianna, Amanda Stoever, Karen Summers, Ruby Wagner, and Helen Van Horn.
Please pray for:
The family of Edith Dietz as they mourn her loss.
 For Constance DeTuerk and Russ Telfer as they mourn the loss of Constance’s son, Thomas Ford.
 For the Kahler family, as they mourn the loss of Dorothy Kahler– wife of
Frank Kahler.
For the family of Hazel Rienstra as they mourn her loss.
 Linda Becker's brother John, taken ill with transverse myelitis.
 For Phillip Geritano, nephew of Judy Thomason diagnosed with an aggressive lymphoma at age 38.
 For Sandra Meslow
 For Mike Fonfara for healing.
 Matthew Kessel, Bill and Pat’s grandson for severe health problems, Matthew’s sister Rebecca, and Matthew's mother.
 For Pat Kessel’s sister, Nancy.
 For Casey Gaylardo’s Brother-in-law, Frank. Also for Casey’s sister,
Dorothy.
 Steve Northsea for healing.
 Yvonne Popke for healing.
 Becky Rowe for healing.
 For Linda Woods
 Ann Stevenson, daughter-in-law of Manley Benmark, who has cancer.
 Richard Kiefer, friend of Vic Kahler, who is undergoing bladder cancer
treatment.
 Linda Becker for healing.
 Pray for Matthew, friend of Casey Gaylardo, who has complications from
M.S.
 Barbara Beardsley, friend of Edith Regan, who is fighting lung cancer.
 Linda Becker’s friend Felica who has MS.
 Chas Collins for healing.
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Hope’s Prayer List
Ned Davis for healing
Dee Forsyth’s friend Lauren and her daughter Jamie having tough times.
 Pastor Lynn’s daughter-in-law Sarah for healing and wholeness.
 Edith Regan’s great nephew, Austin Walters for healing.
 George Meslow for healing.
 Casey Gaylardo’s brother–in-law Frank
 Dianne Carlson
For Hans Witter’s neighbor, Sharon, who was diagnosed with cancer. Lay
your healing hands on her.
 For Hans Witter
 For Marlene Collins
Shirley Peasley- Pat Kessel’s sister-in-law- for a serious health condition.
Prayers for Raitza Reyes, cousin of Hector Del Valle for a serious health
condition
 For teachers who are seriously ill.
 Kerry Reed’s son Chris, for healing.
For Uri Rues, Eberhardt Rue’s twin brother, who is suffering with Alzheimer's.
 For Kay Schaller
For Carolyn Dalton, the mother of Judy and David Howe’s daughter-in-law.













Known Birthdays and Anniversaries in July
Birthdays
2 Casey Gaylardo
7 Judy Thomason-Kasco
15 Anthony Diaz
16 Ned Davis
18 Deacon Diane Kahler
23 Nettie Haines
24 Barbara Stetson
25 Anita O’Donnell
31 Joan Layton
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Anniversaries
17 Dave & Judy Howe (36)
25 Ned & Joyce Davis (47)
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Blueberry Social
Thank you to all who made the event
a success. 52 people attended the
Blueberry Social on June 4. They had
choices of blueberry muffins, blueberry crisp, coffee cake, and other
blueberry delights.
The blueberries came from several
local farms. Thanks to Jane Hise, Renate Wilms-Rovin, and Carole Warden
for picking them.

Also a special thanks to those who
stayed and cleaned up while 32 of us
went to the 4:30PM Saturday
Evening Service.
Pictured below from left are Charlene Hicklin and Carol D’Auria kicking
up their heels to a Polka.

We were delighted to have Larry
Whitler and Robin MacBlane for our
music and entertainment.

Photos taken by Sally Neuberger

The Blueberry Goodies
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Synod Assembly
Notes from the 2016 Florida/Bahamas Synod Assembly
Daytona, Florida
From Charlene Hicklin:
The theme of this Assembly was “Let Justice Roll Down Like Water” (Amos 5: 24).
I was grateful for having the opportunity to attend the Synod Assembly. It was
quite a learning experience for me in that I now know what it is to be Lutheran and
what the work of the ELCA accomplished worldwide.
I attended a workshop on Our Church in time of cultural shift, in which the leader
stressed listening to God in scripture and prayer, in our congregation and in our
neighborhoods in order to open new possibilities for joining God’s mission.
My other workshop focused on Eco-Justice in our congregation. Earth-keeping and
environmental stewardship practices were discussed and good ideas for recycling
and energy conservation were presented.
Other highlights of the assembly were the worship services led by Bishop
Schaefer, the 6:30AM Sunrise Service, and a wonderful upbeat concert by a young
Christian family. The entire atmosphere was inspiring and energetic and I was happy
to represent Hope.

From Julia Southard:
What an awesome weekend. From time we walked through the doors, registered,
and had a chance to speak with all of the wonderful people who had booths with various information available, attended workshops, and last but not least attend the
fabulous church services, it was truly a memorable occasion.
We learned that there are 378 new congregations in the ELCA and that the church
is changing. Our church must change with it. We must strive for justice and peace
on all the earth. God has called us and that all are equal in God’s sight. “ALL means
ALL.” The Bishop has preached in all of the churches in our Synod except 40. Hopefully one day we will have the honor of having him in our pulpit.
I want to take this opportunity to tell our congregation how honored I was that you
allowed me to represent you at the Synod Assembly. The Assembly next year will be
June 1-3 at the Embassy Suites in Kissimmee, FL. Mark your calendars and plan on
attending.
Reports in their entirety from both Julia Southard and Charlene Hicklin are available electronically from the church office. Please let me know if you would like to receive these and I will send them along to you.
Barb Decker
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Those who will assist at the 10:00AM Worship Services
for July
Communion Assistants and Acolytes
July 3 Renate Wilms-Rovin/Jackie Dean
July 10 Deacon John Chiappetta/
Todd Wood
July 17 Emilio DelValle/
Rhonda Del Valle
July 24 Judy Howe/Dee Forsyth
July 31 Deacon John Chiappetta/
Jackie Dean

July
July
July
July
July

3
10
17
24
31

Assisting Ministers
Kelly Haines
Todd Wood
Anthony Diaz
Dee Forsyth
Steve Northsea

Guest Greeter
Judy Howe
Altar Guild
Margarita Chiappetta
Margaret DeWalt
Casey Gaylardo
Diane Kahler
Vivian Matthews
Julia Southard

Nursery
Please see an usher for assistance

July
July
July
July
July

Lay Readers
3 Jackie Dean
10 Todd Wood
17 Rhonda Del Valle
24 Judy Thomason
31 Bob Schade

Greeters
Kelly Haines
Pat Kessel

Ushers for the Month
Russ Telfer
Luis Diaz

Communion
8:00a Spoken
Worship
9:00a Sunday
School CR2
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

31

Communion
8:00a Spoken
Worship
9:00a Sunday
School CR2
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

24

8:00a Spoken
Worship/Healing
9:00 Sunday Sch.
10:00a Worship/
Healing
11:15a Fellowship

17 Communion

Communion
8:00a Spoken
Worship
9:00a Sunday
School CR2
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

10

8:00aSp. Worship
9:00a Sunday
School CR2
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

3 Communion

Sun

25

28

11

OFFICE CLOSED

4FOURTH OF JULY

Mon

Wed

10:00a Book Club parlor

27

10:00a Book Club
parlor

20

7:00p Council Meeting

10:00a Book Club
parlor

13

1:00p Martha Circle–
Filling Shoeboxes
Luther Hall

10:00a Book Club
parlor

6

JULY 2016

26

9:30a Quilters Luther
Hall

19

12

9:30a Quilters Luther
Hall
7:00p Stewardship
Evangelism Committee
Meeting

5

Tue

EVENTS

28

21

14

7

Thu

SUBJECT

29

22

15

8

1

Fri

TO CHANGE

4:30p Informal Worship

30

4:30p Informal Worship

23

4:30p Informal Worship

16

4:30p Informal Worship

9

4:30p Informal Worship

2

Sat

