Hope’s Newsletter - July 2020
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known ”

Pastor’s Message
A Different Kind of Bible Study
As you know, there are various ways that groups
can study the bible. A common approach is to focus on a single book – for example ‘A bible study
on the gospel of Mark’. Another is to focus on a
theme – for example ‘A study of Jesus’ parables’.
Bible study resources exist that briefly survey
each book of the bible, or present the thoughts
of theologians and teachers throughout the ages.
When I was on Internship at St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Arlington Massachusetts, a member of
the congregation introduced me to a unique bible
study resource. It was created by Donald Knuth,
who was then, and is now, a professor of Computer Science at Stanford University, and a respected author of books on computer science and
mathematics.
In the Forward of the resource, he explains that
it is sometimes the case that a researcher seeks
to gain an understanding of something by looking
at a number of pieces of that something. For example, to understand life in Citrus County, the
researcher would interview a number of people
from around the County. Done well, an understanding of life in the County could be developed
through conversations with a small percentage of
the population.
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Well Knuth decided to apply that technique to a study of the bible. And what pieces of the whole did he choose to look at? 3:16
– the 16th verse of the 3rd chapter of every book. (Exceptions
were, for example, if chapter 3 ended at verse 10, he would then
look at verse 4:6, and seven books were too short and omitted.)
The wording of the verses are his own translation, and for each
he includes an overview of the biblical book the verse comes from,
and a commentary on the verse.
I will say that this wasn’t my favorite approach to a bible study,
though it adds an interesting dimension. I do appreciate his commentary for some of the rather jarring 3:16 verses. (Not all of
them begin with “For God so loved the world.”) My favorite part
of the book is the fact that every verse is presented visually by a
calligrapher, reflecting his or her reaction to the verse. And so
the book is filled with wonderful art. And I suppose that’s where
I wanted to end up in this article. I love bible study. I love how it
adds a depth of understanding to our life of faith, and to our relationship with God and God’s creation. And I have certainly had
powerful experiences of the presence of the Spirit during bible
study with others. But I also give thanks to God for the people
among us that, in song or art or poem or stained glass, and so on,
lift up the beauty and glory of our God.
As you may have guessed, my plan is to close with a 3:16 verse,
this one from 2nd Thessalonians:
May the Lord of peace himself give you peace, at all times and in
all ways. The Lord be with you all.
Pastor Steve
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Hope Will Remain Closed Until At Least August
For some time now, when asked about my thoughts on resuming
in-person worship, I’ve said that we should wait until Phase Two
of reopening, then wait an additional three weeks or so to see
how Phase Two goes. I probably don’t need to tell you that
Phase Two has not gone well. As I write this, there are 277
cases in Citrus County, with an increase of 39% over the past
week. I’ve spoken with Meredith, our Council President, and she
agrees that we should remain closed until at least August. I will
continue to send out the Home Worship Resource each week,
and we will continue to post recorded worship services on Hope’s
Facebook page. In the meantime, we will keep preparations in
place for the day when we can once again gather at Hope. Be
safe. Pray hard.
Peace,
Pastor Steve
Communion Will Now Be Offered at Hope

Due to the fact that Hope will remain closed for at least
another month, I have decided to offer communion at Hope for
those who desire it beginning July 10. Initially, I will set aside
five 45 minute blocks on Friday afternoon and Saturday
afternoon beginning at 12:30, 1:15, 2:00, 2:45, and 3:30. The
45 minutes will allow time for prayer and communion, some
conversation, and sanitizing for the next person / people. (No –
you don’t have to stay for the entire 45 minutes if you don’t
want to.) I will use hand sanitizer and wear a mask. We will
remain six feet apart with a table between us. I will place the
wafer and pre-poured cup on the table, then move back while
you come forward to pick them up and commune. You do not
need to wear a mask – but, doing so would be appreciated.
Obviously, multiple people from the same household can come
together. Please call the Office during open hours to reserve a
time (Monday through Thursday, 9am to 2pm).
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Books of the Bible Puzzle
Here is a great puzzle. There are 16 books of the Bible hidden in the following
paragraph. Some are easy to find, other are more difficult – especially since the
name can span across two or three words, and might even have punctuation
clouding the picture. The hidden books are listed below, and one answer (Luke) is
given to get you going. See how you can do. The answers will be posted in next
month’s Newsletter. If you can’t wait that long, stop by the church or call for an
answer sheet.
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu; kept
people looking so hard for facts … and for others it was a revelation. Some were
in a jam, especially since the names of the books were not capitalized. But the
truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers. To others it was a real job.
We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be
some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to help them. I will
quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be
loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so
she can concentrate better. See how well you can compete. Relax now, for there
really are sixteen names of books of the Bible in this paragraph.

Books from the Old Testament:
Numbers
Judges
Ruth
Kings (without specifying 1st or 2nd)
Esther
Job
Lamentations
Amos

Books from the New Testament:
Mark
Luke
Acts
Titus
Hebrews
James
Peter (w/o specifying 1st or 2nd)
Revelation
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A New Ministry Team at Hope –
A Disinfecting Team
One of the procedures that will be necessary for
in-person worship to resume is disinfection of
surfaces. Since we will be putting practices in
place that will reduce as much as possible the
number of surfaces that receive multiple touches,
disinfection will mostly target the pews. Safety
measures will be in place for the Disinfecting team
members, and training will be provided. If you are
interested in serving on that Team, please speak
with Pastor Steve.

Thank you.
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How to plant your Garden
First, you Come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses...

FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR DAILY LIVING.

Plant Three Rows of Peas:
1. Peace of mind
2. Peace of heart
3. Peace of soul

Plant Four Rows of Squash:
1. Squash
2. Squash
3. Squash
4. Squash

1.
2.
3.
4.

gossip
indifference
grumbling
selfishness

Lettuce
Lettuce
Lettuce
Lettuce
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Plant Four Rows of Lettuce:
be thankful
be kind
be patient
really love one another

No garden is without turnips:

1. Turnip for meetings
2. Turnip for service
3. Turnip to help one another
TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE MUST HAVE THYME:

1. Thyme for each other
2. Thyme for family
3. Thyme for friends

Water freely with patience and cultivate with
love. There is much fruit in your garden
because you reap what you sow.
God bless you!
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QUOTABLE QUOTES….
“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done
without hope and confidence.”
Helen Keller (6/27/1880-6/1/1968
“When everything seems to be going against you, remember that the airplane takes off against the wind, not with it.” Henry Ford (7/30/18634/7/47)
“Time is the coin of your life. It’s the only coin you have and only you can
decide how to spend it. Be careful lest other people spend it for you” Carl
Sandburg 1878-1967
“Peace begins with a smile.” Mother Theresa 1910-1997
“Wealth is like sea water; the more we drink, the thirstier we become and
the same is true of fame.”
Arthur Schopenhauer, German philosopher (1788-1860)

Monthly AMVETS Spaghetti Dinner:
As you know the AMVETS spaghetti dinner was
cancelled for March, April, May,June
and July.
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We will let you know about August during
the first part of that month.
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Music Music Music
Even though we need to keep the building closed a little longer due to the spike in
local and statewide cases of COVID-19, church still continues! YOU are the
church, WE are the church, as the song goes! I believe that to be very true.
I’m going to go back to sharing parts of my ‘story’ with you.
During the two years that I lived in Germany, I was able to make quite a few
local friends, mostly because I had two small children needing babysitters, so I
met many teenagers and their friends and families. I am still friends with several
of them, one of whom now lives in Savannah! Those friendships meant a lot during
a time when many military families were isolated and lonely. I consider myself
lucky to have had those friendships then and now.
I was fortunate to be able to travel in Europe - I visited Frankfurt, Stuttgart,
Munich, Garmish, Berchtesgaden and Salzburg, Austria at various times through
the years. Each trip brought many special memories and periodically I go through
old pictures to relive the experience. Some of the pictures, I have been able to
scan onto disc or cloud, but I still have more to do. Perhaps during this time of
staying home more, I’ll have some time to do that.
When I moved back from Germany to the US, I went to Binghamton in upstate
New York where I had grown up. I was happy to be able to have my sons grow up
in the same town! In fact, they are still there now with families of their own. I
spent the next twenty years living in Binghamton and the surrounding area, before
moving to Florida. I did only a minor amount of travel during that time, since my
children were young and I needed to be close to home. However, I did manage to
make some trips to various places, either for work or pleasure. I visited Chicago,
Milwaukee, Brownsville (KY) (via private jet!) and NYC all during the 9 years that I
worked for STOW Manufacturing. Personal trips were closer to home and mostly
included taking my sons with me! We went to the Albany area, Amsterdam, Long
Island and Buffalo rather frequently since family was the reason for the visits.
Since moving to Florida and having my sons ‘grown and flown’ now, I have been able
to do some more traveling. So, in my next episode, I will share some of those
experiences!
Please continue to stay safe!! Enjoy the recorded services that we’ve made and
keep us in your prayers during the next few weeks while we continue to work on
doing those recordings and make plans for our eventual re-opening of the building.
Meanwhile, I keep you in my prayers as well.
Yours in Christ,
Jacki Scott
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Hope’s 50 Anniversary
th

In 2021, Hope will be celebrating their 50
anniversary. The WELCA group has graciously
volunteered to plan the activities. They would love to
have volunteers from the congregation help them put
this all together. There will be many various
committees which WELCA will need help with. If you
would be willing to help with this wonderful event,
please let Debbie, the church secretary know. We will
start planning this event as soon as we are all able
to get together again which hopefully will be soon.
th

We have the history of the church from the beginning
of 1991 through May 18, 1997. If you have been a
member of Hope for several years or, just a short
time, WELCA would appreciate it if while you are in
isolation at home you could give thought to the
history of Hope, things you remember, things you did
during your time here, no matter what it might be.
Please write everything down so we could use it to
Help us compile Hope’s History to date.

WELCA is hoping everyone is taking precautions
and staying safe in these uncertain times. We
look forward to seeing all of you soon.
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Hope’s Diaper Drive
Once again we are sponsoring a diaper drive for SOS.
(Serving Our Savior) food pantry.
The final date and the celebration luncheon will be updated
when the dates have been determined.
Please bring packages of diapers and/or diaper wipes to
Luther Hall after the shutdown is over.
Thank you for your generous donations!
Let’s fill that van again as we did last year!
Pat and Bill Kessell and Carole Warden
This will be a Thrivent sponsored event.

Please bring the diapers: after
the virus shutdown is over

During this virus outbreak time Citrus County
Blessings will not have any regular packing times.
But, if you wish to volunteer, you can call
Christina Reed, the organizer, at 352/341-7707
to set up your own time to pack.
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Did you ever wonder about…” America the Beautiful”
In keeping with our national holiday, lets look at this song.
ELW #888.
In 1892 the United States observed the 400th anniversary
of the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus. As
part of the celebration the city of Chicago sponsored a
World’s Fair which carried over to the next year. It was
the early summer of the 1823 that a group of professors
from Wellesley College visited the Exposition on their way
to teach summer school in Colorado. The women later compared the wonders of the made-made fair with the glory of
God’s handwork in the Rockies.
The new version first appeared in the Boston Evening
Transcript November 19, 1904.
There are 2 stories about the melody, Materna, which was
written by Samuel A. Ward, originally for a hymn entitled
“O Mother Dear Jerusalem” Wards son-in-law said that the
tune was composed in memory of Ward’s oldest daughter.
One of the employees at Ward’s music store in Newakd insisted the he composed the tune in 1882 while crossing New
York harbor after spending the day at Coney Island. The
notes came to him so quickly he jotted them on the cuff of
his shirt. Perhaps both stories are true.
Personally I would have liked this song to be our Nation
Anthem until I learned of the back ground of the Star
Spangeled Banner at Fort Henry.
(Page 12)
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Dollars and Sense for June:
The Dollars and Sense report will be
sent separately when the numbers are
compiled.

July Celebrations:

Anniversaries: David and Judy Howe on July 17
Joyce and Norman Davis on July 25
Birthdays:
Casey Gaylardo on July 2
Judith Thomason on July 7
Anthony Diaz on July 15
Ned Davis on July 16
Diane Kahler on July 18
Anita O’Donnel on July 25
Joan Layton on July 31
Perfect Salmon Burgers: Recipe from Diane Kahler
Level: Easy Total:1 hour Prep: 50 minutes Cook: 10 minutes Yield: 4 burgers
Ingredients: 1 ¼ lbs center-cut salmon fillet, skin and pin bones removed
2 Tablespoons Djjon mustard, 1 Tablespoon Mayonnaise, 1 Tablespoon lemon juice
½ teaspoon grated lemon peel, Pinch of cayenne pepper, 2 scallions, chopped
1 cup plus 2 tablespoons panko (Japanese breadcrumbs) Kosher salt & ground black pepper
2 Tablespoons olive oil, plus more for brushing, 4 brioche buns, split
Tartar sauce for topping along with a tomato slice or lettuce.
DIRECTIONS:

Cut ¾ of the salmon into ¼ inch pieces. Put in a large bowl. Cut the rest of
the salmon into chunks; transfer the chunks to a food processor along
with the mustard, mayonnaise, lemon juice, lemon zest and cayenne.
Pulse to make a paste. Add the pureed salmon mixture to the bowl with
the diced salmon. Add the scallions, 2 tablespoons panko, ½ teaspoon
salt and black pepper to taste. Gently mix until just combined.
Line a baking sheet with parchment paper and brush with olive oil. Divide
the salmon mixture into 4 mounds on the parchment paper. With damp
hands, pat into 4 inch wide, ¾ inch thick patties. Cover loosely with plastic wrap and refrigerate at least 30 minutes.
Preheat the broiler. Spread the remaining 1 cup panko on a plate. Press
both sides of the salmon patties in the panko. Heat the olive oil in a large
nonstick or cast-iron skillet over medium high heat. Add the patties (in
batches if necessary) and cook until browned on the bottom, 3-4 minutes,
adjusting the heat if necessary. Turn and cook until the other side is
browned and the patties feel springy in the center, 3-4 more minutes.
Transfer to a paper towel lined plate to drain, season with salt.
Meanwhile, arrange the buns, cut-side up, on a broiler pan and broils until
toasted, 1-2 minutes. Serve the patties on the buns, top with tartar sauce
and a slice of tomato and lettuce.
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Prayer Concerns
Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be
listed so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf.
Please be aware that situations and conditions change but God
knows the need as you bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton
PRAYER REQUESTS
*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Dawn Stapleton for surgery (Janice Edwards daughter).
For Richard Warden, For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For
Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of
Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark. For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane
Kahler. For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara, his caregiver. For
Rachelle Hannah, daughter-in-law of Steve & Judy Kasco.

*For healing and recovery
For Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother) For Ryan
Yamka (Peggy & Bob Schade’s son-in-law) needs prayers for
healing, For Roy Cobb, For Dick Regan. For Judy Howe, For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey. For Hans Witter. For David Doyle.
For Mike Kimbrough. For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of
whom need the Lord to help them through this. For Nancy and
Spencer with family problems. For Daiana Carrera Esteves for
God’s guidance. For Jim and Colleen Giovannucci. For Charlene
Hicklin’s son Michael for healing. For Luciano Carrera Esteves,
For the children of the world. Please pray for those caught up
in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month

Page 21

1.

9.

2.

19.

10.

3.

27.

20.

11.

Saturday

8.

16.

26.

Friday

7.

15.

25.

Thursday

6.

14.

24.

Wednesday

5.

13.

23.

31.

Tuesday

12.

22.

30.

Monday

21.

29.

Sunday

28.

