Hope’s Newsletter - July & August 2021
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known”

Pastor’s Message
Gathered In Christ
As you know, bit by bit, various activities are resuming at Hope. In-person worship resumed last
September, with the celebration of communion
starting a couple of weeks later. More recently,
masks are now optional for fully-vaccinated
worshipers. Calling ahead for an assigned seat is
no longer required. More song is present in worship, with Holy, Holy, Holy and Lamb of God
being added back to the liturgy in July. We are
communing once again at the communion rail –
which means I am no longer moving throughout
the sanctuary using a spoon to distribute the wafer – something I became far more skilled at than
I cared to. Beyond worship, some Committees
have been meeting, along with groups such as
our Quilters and, more recently, Women of the
ELCA. A Time and Talent Sheet is included in this
Newsletter so that you can make it known if you
intend to participate in the activities at Hope that
have, or may soon, resume.
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(Pastor’s Message con.)

Meanwhile, the pandemic is far from gone. I’m sure we all feel the
sadness and frustration of not being able to fully gather, as some
members understandably choose to keep distanced from the
gatherings listed above. Of course, the creation and delivery of
Home Worship Resources will continue, as will the posting on
Facebook of recorded worship. While the delta variant is obviously
cause for concern, we are not intending to reverse the resumptions
listed above, and will continue to very cautiously resume additional
activities. It has recently been decided that our Coffee Fellowship
following the Sunday, 10 am service will resume on September 5
offering a basic menu. If you’re wondering about our additional
worship times, the Worship and Music Committee will be meeting
this month, and that will be on the agenda.

I have been so very thankful for the time, effort, and wisdom of all
who are helping Hope navigate through these months of pandemic,
and for the prayers and patience of all the members of Hope. And, of
course, I lift my thanks and praise to our Lord Jesus. As I said before,
our physical separation does not prevent us from spiritually
gathering in Christ. There is a hymn in the Community In Christ category of our worship book that begins with the words “In Christ there
is no east or west, in him no north or south, but one community of
love throughout the whole wide earth.” And so, while I pray for the
day when we can fully and freely gather to worship, talk, plan, and
laugh, I give thanks that, in Christ, we are never truly apart.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve
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Wishing Kerry a Quick Recovery
As you probably know by now, Kerry has had knee
replacement surgery. She is at home recuperating and
doing well. I am sure she would appreciate cards from
our members letting her know that we are thinking about
her as she recovers.
If you wish to send her a get-well card, her address is:
20150 SW 81st St, Dunnellon, FL 34431.

New Address for David & Alice Doyle:
5110 Sweetbriar Circle
Portsmouth, VA 23703
The dates for quilters for August are:
August 3, 17 and 31.
*********************************************
Hope’s quilters are busy making 100 quilts for
local Veterans. The designs and finished
quilts are unique and works of
art done with love.
Thank you ladies for all your
time consuming work.
Their other project, is that they have started
again to make dresses for the shoebox
ministry. Also a special thank you to June
Towner for her excellent work on the baby
receiving blankets for the Pregnancy Center.
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Carole Warden

Pat Kessel teaching Carole Warden the sizes to make for the Veterans Quilts.
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Carole Warden laying out a patriotic design.

Raggedy Ann & Andy dress made by Janis Edwards to go into one of the
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.

June Towner presenting the receiving blankets she made for the
Dunnellon Pregnancy Center with (Director, Donna Hagen).

Pat Kessel with Sam Solomon, of the Citrus Springs VFW Post 4864,
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giving a check to Pat to make more quilts.

Pictured in front of the car is Laura Manner,
a donor from Orange Park, Florida

WOW!!

Some of the finished quilts made by Tess Smith’s
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sister-in-law Laura Manner.

These photo’s are of a donation of twenty (20) quilts for the
Gainesville VA veterans from Laura Manner (sister of Doug Smith).
The ladies of Hope Church will sew on the below labels, on each
quilt, and ask Pastor to bless them. Julia Southard and Pat Kessel
are pictured below looking at the quilts.

Pastor Brisson,
We at Family Hope Resource and Pregnancy Center want to extend our appreciation for
the 17 hand made receiving blankets that June Towner, from your congregation, made
for our client’s infants. Thank you for thinking of the clients we serve in the
community and expressing your love and care for them in a tangible way. It is truly a
joy to see God’s people reaching out to others and shining the light of Jesus.
Blessings to you,
Donna Hagan, Director
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Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Shoebox Ministry
It’s more than a shoebox!!

August is a good month to pick up great buys on school
supplies. I purchased over 600 pencils but we still need
pens, pencil sharpeners, erasers, colored pencils,
markers, color crayons, small scissors, protractors, index
cards, “post-its” and notebook papers
(spiral bound or loose).
Thank you for any and all donations! I will be collecting
items to fill the boxes until late October. Other needs are
children’s underwear, tee shirts, stuffed animals and
small toys.
Happy Shopping!
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Carole Warden

Operation Christmas Child:
We thank God for continuing to work in
children’s hearts through Operation
Christmas Child Shoeboxes.
The greatest journey - the 12 lesson
discipleship program for shoebox
recipients is engendering a new
generation of believers. As children share
the Word of God with family and friends,
they are telling others about the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
Thank you for your donations and prayers
for this wonderful outreach ministry as we
“go into all the world and proclaim the
Gospel” (Mark 16:15)
God Bless You
Carole Warden
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We are only 5 1/2 months until we pack and send our
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes! Remember our
special Outreach Ministry with a cash or check donation.
It costs $9.00 per box...and we have not collected much
money yet this year.
Thank you for your donations and your prayers.
I will soon have a designated box to collect our items.
Following is a list to help you know what we use:

Items we collect for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
$9.00 per box for shipping and/or:
Bars of soap and washcloths
Small measuring tape
Combs and brushes
Small tools
Toothbrushes
School supplies
Headbands and barrettes
Crayons
Underwear
Color books
Tee shirts
Toys (small)
Hats, scarves and gloves
Stuffed animals (small)
Socks
Whistles
Flip flops
Sewing kits
Clothespins & clothes line
No liquids, no war toys or camouflage, no candy, no
toothpaste, no glass and new items only.
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Dollars and Sense from the Treasurer’s Desk:
April:
4/4 $3,643.00
4/11 $2,563.00
4/18 $1,078.00
Total Inflow:
$13,932
Total Outflow:
$13,169
*************************************************
May:
5/2 $2,025.00
5/8 $1,482.00
5/16 $3,951.00
5/23 $3,941.00
5/30 $1,456.00
Total Inflow:
$19,101.00
Total Outflow:
$14,380.00
*************************************************
June:
6/6
$4,151.00
6/13
$1,928.00
6/27
$2,491.00
6/30
$3,351.00
Total Inflow:
$13,397.00
Total Outflow:
$21,251.00
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Please check the expiration dates on items you
donate to the food pantry. They are unable to
use items that are outdated.
THANK YOU for continuing to bring food and
necessities to our collection site at Hope. You
can contact Casey Gaylardo, here at Hope, if
you have any questions.

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry
As you know, the impact of COVID has deepened the presence of food
insecurity in our area. And so SOS continues in its mission. If you would like to
support SOS, you can drop off food and other necessities at Hope during the
week (the office is open M-Th, 9am-2pm) or on Sunday morning if you’re
attending worship. Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of each month
from 9am to noon at Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W. Norvell
Bryant Hwy in Lecanto. Donations by check that are made out to SOS Inc. can
be mailed to SOS, PO Box 640774, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.
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Council Highlights

Council Meeting on July 14, 2021

1. The church’s computer has been replaced and things are
returning back to normal;
2. The Time and Talent sheet will be attached to the Newsletter so
we can start getting our committees formed and back working;
3. The AMVETS will once again be having their spaghetti dinners in
Luther Hall the fourth Wednesday of each month starting in July;
4. Pastor Steve’s name has been recommended by the Bishop to
the Synod’s Nominating Committee for nomination to either the
Synod Consultation Committee or the Synod Discipline Committee. Pastor Steve plans on accepting but at this time is not sure
which committee he will choose;
5. The church’s contracts with various vendors are still under review. Some contracts have been changed and some savings have
been realized.
6. WELCA will resume their meetings starting Saturday July 17.
(Stay tuned for more resumptions)

LOCKED DOORS:
We would like once again to remind you that if you use any
part of the church or Luther Hall for any reason, that you
make it a point to make sure that all doors are closed and
locked when you leave.
The door in the parlor that leads outside was left ajar
not long ago. This creates a very dangerous situation for
both our secretary and our custodian.
When they come in—in the morning someone could be in
the church and they would not have known it.
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Worship Leader Schedule for :
July & August 2021
July 4th:
AM:
Ushers:

Don Koppler
Steve Kasco and Ron Press

July 11th:
AM:
Ushers:

Sue Koppler
Don Koppler and Ron Press

July 18th:
AM:
Ushers:

Sarah Brisson
Steve Kasco and Don Koppler

July 25th:
AM:
Ushers:

Ron Press
Steve Kasco and Don Koppler

August 1st:
AM:
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Ushers:
Steve Kasco and Ron Press
August 8th:
AM
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Ushers:
Ron Press and Don Koppler
August 15th:
AM
Sarah Brisson
Ushers:
Steve Kasco and Don Koppler
August 22nd:
AM
John Chiappetta
Ushers:
Steve Kasco and Ron Press
August 29th:
AM
Diane Kahler
Ushers:
Don Koppler and Ron Press
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This is a picture of Tyler Thompson after he checked into
the National Youth Leadership Forum on Diplomacy,
Intelligence, and Defense last month in Washington DC.
Congratulation once again Tyler on your acceptance into
the program. Tyler has sent Hope the following note:
Thank you for the very generous donation toward my trip
to Washington DC. I and my family appreciate it very
much. Thank you again.
Tyler Thompson
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Music, Music, Music
Summertime! Hmmm, I think that’s the name of a song….
I like the summer. My birthday falls during the summer and thank you for the
nice birthday wishes. I’m wiser now! (Older=wiser, right?)
Singing seems to fit well with summertime and during August, if you’ve previously
been in the choir, please expect an email or call from me concerning starting to
sing again! I would like to make a little time change to the choir rehearsal day
(Wednesdays) to help with trying to not drive at night! I know that is a concern,
so I want to alleviate that problem. We can discuss this as a group. I’d like to
see a time of 5:30 pm, which would for some of you would be BEFORE your suppertime, instead of after. I have truly missed the choir and am looking forward
to being back in the singing!!!
If you have not been, or even never been, in the choir at Hope and you are wondering whether you’d like to try it – I’d like to talk with you! As it was mentioned both in the Facebook weekly video and at the Sunday service, there will be
a Time and Talent sheet at the end of this newsletter! Please take the time to
fill it out prayerfully. Think about the music, your talents, your gifts. Consider
a willingness to try something different. If you want to talk about it and see if
it would be a good fit and you’re not quite sure – I will be honest with you. We’d
love to grow and you could become a special part of that!
Meanwhile, I will be working on getting my birthday present (from Bill) up to par
to help with my service music and more! Some of you have already seen it and
some of you will see it soon. I have used it once in a service so far and am hoping to be able to use it more and more. It takes a bit of getting used to the
difference, but in the long run I do think it will be extremely helpful. If this
makes you a bit curious about what I am talking about….come and see me!
I hope everyone continues to enjoy the summer and please continue to stay safe.
It’s getting better, but it’s still important to be cautious. We’ll see you on Sunday(s) and on Facebook!
Your in Christ,
Jacki Scott, Music Director
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A surprise for our August 14th WELCA meeting. Thanks to Peggy
Schade, Gina is coming to try and teach us QiGong. I just pray it
will help all who have any balance problems - me for sure.
May God bless all of us in this new adventure."
Jeannine
Hope Lutheran Church
Citrus Springs, Florida
WELCA: :
July 17, 2021
Meeting was called to order by Jeannine at 10:00 a.m.
Prayer was given by Jeannine.
Members present: Jeannine, Julia, Jane, Sarah, Peggy, Charlene & Casey
Visitors: None
Old Business: None
Jeannine passed around an article that appeared in the Chronical written by
Nancy Kennedy entitled Where Pray Goes to Die”.
New Business – The Fall Gathering of WELCA is November 12 thru 14. Anyone
wishing to attend needs to register by August 31.
A discussion was held regarding electing a new President and Secretary. It
was tabled to next month in hopes more women will be able to attend the meeting and someone will step up and take over.
We talked about where this group is going and if we are going to be able to continue. An alternative to us not being able to keep our group going is for us to
either join St. Timothy or Good Shepherds group. Several people said they did
not see that happening and thought we should continue to meet for a while to
see what happens. This group is open to all of the women of Hope.
During the Pandemic, our group had decided that each month we would pick
some food item for everyone in the congregation to bring for our food pantry
SOS. The first month, we all brought peanut butter and jelly and then it got
dropped for various reasons. It was decided that we would start up again in August.
August
Italian food – non- perishable
September Breakfast items such as cereal, pop tarts, etc.
October
Canned vegetables
November Thanksgiving items – non-perishable
December Baby Items: non-perishable food, sock, bibs,
bath items, etc.
The next meeting will be Saturday August 14 at 10:00 am. Date for further
months meetings will be decided at that meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 11:10 am followed by lunch at the Boulevard Bistro.
Respectfully submitted,
Julia A. Southard
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August Monthly AMVETS Dinner:
(Spaghetti dinner)

Menu:

Chicken Parmesan with Spaghetti
or
Spaghetti with Meatballs
Bread
Tossed salad, Dessert and Drink
Wednesday, August 25th, 2021
Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church

4:00 to 6:30pm
$9.00 per person
To carry out call ahead:
352/464-0931 or 585/330-9551
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July and August Celebrations:

July Anniversaries:
Judy & David Howe on 7/17 and Joyce & Norman Davis on 7/25.
August Anniversaries:
Peggy & Robert Schade on 8/13.
July Birthdays:
Casey Gaylardo on 7/2, Judith Kasco Thomason on 7/7,
Anthony Diaz on 7/15, Ned Davis on 7/16, Diane Kahler on 7/18
and Anita O’Donnell on 7/25
August Birthdays:
Carole Warden on 8/7, Julia Southard on 8/15,
Alan Harris on 8/19, Dee Forsyth on 8/23, Kerry Reed on 8/25,
Tyler Thompson on 8/26, Zachery Roling on 8/27 and
Renate Wilms-Rovin on 8/27.
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Prayer Concerns

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
PRAYER REQUESTS

*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Milly Mizell for Covid, For Dolores Chiders (mother of Cindy Todd)
for stroke. For Richard Warden for a-fib, For Elaina Jones, Edith
Regan’s niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son
of Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark, For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane Kahler.
For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara:

*For healing and recovery

For Kerry Reed for healing after knee surgery, For Judith
Thomason for healing, Lucy, For Peggy Schade for healing for knee
replacement, For Tess Smith’s 81 yo mother, Shirley Tramontin, fell
& broke a hip and her brother-in-law John Kowaiski is under cancer
treatment, For Kristine Brock’s right shoulder replacement, For Ernie
Bloom, For Louise Cobb, For Janice Edwards, For Bob Schade, For
Any Graft (Carole & Bill Warden’s niece), For Gael McCarthy, For
Tom Lambert, For Theresa Batchelor (Donna Wilkers daughter), For
Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother),For Roy Cobb, For Judy
Howe, For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey, For Hans Witter, For David Doyle, For Mike Kimbrough, For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both
of whom need the Lord to help them through this, For Nancy and
Spencer with family problems, For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s
guidance, For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing,
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month
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As you may know, our Custodian, Kerri, recently had a knee replacement.
She is obviously not cleaning at Hope while she recovers. Listed below are
the weekly duties we would like to have continue at Hope through volunteers
until Kerri returns. If you are able to offer some of your time to help with
cleaning, it would be greatly appreciated. There is a sign-up sheet posted
at Hope – or you can call during office hours and ask Debbi to add your
name to the list. Simply indicate your name, chosen task, and the date and
time you plan to do the work. Please see the note below regarding available
times. Cleaning supplies are provided by Hope. Thank you!
Weekly Cleaning Duties:
Trash
-

Get large black trash can from the Custodian’s Room
Empty all wastebaskets from both buildings into black trash can
Place new trash bags in all wastebaskets
Throw bag of trash into outside dumpster
Put black trash can back into the Custodian’s Room

Clean Bathrooms
- Clean sinks, counters, and toilets in all bathrooms
(2 in narthex, 2 at Luther Hall entrance, 2 in LH Ed Wing)
- Spot clean the floors (mop or sweep) if necessary
Clean Luther Hall
- Sweep the floor of the main room
- Spot clean floors in Ed Wing
- Wipe tables and countertops where necessary
Vacuum the Church
- Sanctuary, narthex, offices, parlor
*** Note: Kerri normally works on Monday and Wednesday mornings. If you
plan to work at a different time of the week, please first confirm that it
will not interfere with a scheduled activity at Hope.

Page 27

Time and Talent Sheet
As you may know, some of our various ministries and activities have been resuming at
Hope, and others will resume in the near future. This is not our usual time to send out a
Time and Talent Sheet but, after such a lengthy shut-down, we want to be clear on who
wishes to participate in Hope’s various ministries and activities. Please use this Time and
Talent Sheet to indicate your desired involvement(s), and return it to Hope. Note that this
is not a complete listing since some things will be resuming at a later time. If more than
one person is using a single Sheet, each should write their name next to their choice(s). If
you’re not sure what’s involved in a given item, you can ask Pastor Steve. Thank you for
your prayerful consideration of your offering of time and talent to our shared ministry for
the glory of God.

Name(s):
Acolyte

Office Help

Alarm Response Team

Outreach and Special Events Team

Altar Guild

Personnel Committee

Assisting Minister

Property Committee

Bell Choir

Property – Maintenance and Repair

Choir

Property – Grounds

Counter of Offering

Quilting

Digital Committee

Service Assistant / Screens

Evangelism Committee

Shoebox Ministry

Finance Committee

SOS

Greeter

Stewardship Committee

Guest Greeter

Ushers

Lector

Women of the ELCA

Long Range Planning Committee

Worship and Music Committee

Medical Team
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