Hope’s Newsletter - June 2020
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known ”

Pastor’s Message
The Holy Trinity
As I write this, we are approaching the festival
of the church year called The Holy Trinity, which
is always the Sunday that follows The Day of
Pentecost. On Holy Trinity Sunday, we reflect on
the mystery that, when it comes to the God we
worship, 1+1+1=1. In my first year of seminary,
in the class Church History, we studied what the
church has believed and taught about the doctrine of the Trinity over the centuries. Volumes
have been written about the 3-in-1 and 1-in-3
nature of our God, including the essays on the
Trinity that we were assigned to write in that
class. And yet, Trinity remains a mystery because human reason cannot explain what the
human mind cannot comprehend. And so for me,
this is one of those things about God that I
believe and trust, not because of the volumes
that have been written, but instead because God
has gone to the trouble to reveal that aspect of
God’s nature to us. Enough about that.

Enough about that because, as David Lord,
ELCA pastor and one-time seminary president
suggests, when it comes to God the Trinity,
instead of trying to grasp and explain what
God the Trinity is, it’s better to reflect on,
and give thanks for, what God the Trinity
does. And for that, Martin Luther can be of
some help.
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As you may know, to clearly and simply teach people about the
chief parts of the Christian faith, Luther wrote a small book of
instruction – the Small Catechism. The second section of the Small
Catechism is Luther’s instruction on The Apostles’ Creed. Luther
teaches about each of the three I believe statements of the
Creed – God, the Father; Jesus Christ, God’s only Son; the Holy
Spirit – by naming what each person of the Trinity does.
God, the Father almighty, long ago spoke into existence the entire
cosmos and, within it, a place of amazing abundance and diversity
– a place that would nurture life. God continually nurtures that
place of nurture.
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, became human to reveal to
us the depth of God’s love for us and embrace us in that love, to
heal our broken relationship with God, and to graft us into his
risen life.
And Luther’s words about what the Holy Spirit does are some of
my favorite in the Small Catechism – always have been. I believe
that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in
Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit
has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts,
made me holy and kept me in the true faith, just as he calls,
gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the whole Christian church on
earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one common, true
faith.
Back to David Lose, who sums up what the Trinity does in this
way: “One God in three persons whose shared, mutual, and sacrificial love spills out into the world and all its inhabitants.”
Praise God – Father, Son, Holy Spirit – that we are held in that
love.
In Christ,
Pastor Steve
Page 2

Hope Will Remain Closed As We Enter Into June
As you may recall, the May newsletter stated that the number
of Citrus County coronavirus cases reported in the April 28
Chronicle was 97. About one month later we are at 121. And so
out of the abundance of caution appropriate for the make-up of
Hope’s membership we are currently planning to continue our
closure of Hope’s in-person worship and activities until at least
June 30. We will closely watch the progress of the outbreak as
businesses, parks, etc. continue to reopen.
In the meantime, during our time of closure there has been
much planning regarding what our in-person worship will look like
as it resumes, and what precautions and procedures will be
required for safety. We have made good progress in that
planning. We have been referring to resources and guidelines
from the ELCA and our Synod, which in turn are obviously based
on guidelines from the government and the medical community.
Our goal is to have the required procedures, materials, and
logistics planned and in place before conditions permit
resumption of in-person worship so we proceed smoothly and
safely. In case you’re wondering, the ELCA’s guidelines
recommend consideration of resuming in-person worship once
Phase 2 of reopening begins. We are giving due consideration to
that recommendation.
The kind and encouraging words about the Home Worship
Resources and the recorded worship services are very much
appreciated. Both will continue after in-person worship resumes
since, for health reasons, some of our members will not be able
to attend worship or will choose not to for a time.
Our regular office hours will continue during the month of June.
They are Monday through Thursday from 9am to 2pm. Please
continue to be safe and in prayer.
Pastor Steve
Meredith Press, President
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A New Ministry Team at Hope –
A Disinfecting Team
One of the procedures that will be necessary for
in-person worship to resume is disinfection of
surfaces. Since we will be putting practices in place
that will reduce as much as possible the number of
surfaces that receive multiple touches, disinfection
will mostly target the pews. Safety measures will be
in place for the Disinfecting team members, and
training will be provided. If you are interested in
serving on that Team, please speak with Pastor
Steve.
Thank you.
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Did you ever wonder…..
Did you ever wonder about Flag Day, June 14?
When the American Revolution broke out in 1775, the
colonists were not fighting under a single flag. Instead
most regiments participating in the war for independence
against the British fought under their own flags. In June
of 1775, the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia to create the Continental Army-a unified colonial
fighting force-this led to the creation of what was, essentially, the first “American” flag, of the Continental Colors.
This flag was comprised of 13 red and white alternating
stripes and a Union Jack in the corner but was too similar
to that of the British. George Washing soon realized that
fly a flag that was even remotely close to the British flag
was not a great confidence-builder for the revolutionary
effort, so he turned his efforts towards creating a new
symbol of freedom for the soon-to-be fledgling nation.
On June 14, 1777 the Second Continental Congress took a
break and passed a resolution stating the “the flag of the
United States be 13 stripes, alternate red and white,” and
that “the union be 13 stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation.”
In 1916 President Wood Wilson marked the anniversary of
that decree by officially establishing June 14 as Flag Day.
In the 1050s when it seemed certain that Alaska and Hawaii would be admitted to the Union, 17 year old Ohioan
named Bob Heft disassembled his family’s 48 star flag and
stitched on 50 stars in a proportional pattern The new
flag was presented to his congressman, Walter Moeller,
who presented it to President Eisenhower after both new
states joined the Union. And on July 4, 1960 and the high
school student and President Eisenhower stood together as
the 50-star flag was raised for the first time.
This June 14 raise your flag and be a proud American.
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Thank you Dawn Haskins (Meredith’s daughter) for
sharing your gifts for crafting and design with Hope. The
Christmas decorations that you refurbished are beautiful
and give us yet another reason to look forward to the
celebration of the birth of Immanuel. The generous
offering of your time and gifts is very much appreciated!
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MATYRS THAT HAVE GONE BEFORE US…..
ST.BONIFACE (675-754)
Boniface, Archbishop of Mainz was a missionary to Germany. ST.
Boniface was born circa 675 in what is today known as Devon,
England. He studied in English monasteries before traveling to
Europe, where he converted pagan peoples in present day Germany and the Netherlands. In his role as a bishop and archbishop he
also worked on church reforms. After returning to missionary
work, he was in Dokkum in Frisia when a group of pagans killed
him and his companions on June 5, 754, Boniface was approximately 80 years old at the time. His body was taken to the monastery at Fuldon, which he founded in 744. Boniface was deemed
the “apostle to the Germans” is regarded as the patron saint of
breweries and tailors, as well as of Germany.
“Can there be a more fitting pursuit in youth or a more valuable
possession in old age than a knowledge of Holy Writ? In the
midst of storms, it will preserve you from the dangers of shipwreck and guide you to the shores of an enchanting paradise and
the ever-lasting bliss of the angels.” St. Boniface

Monthly AMVETS Spaghetti Dinner:
**CANCELLED**
As you know the AMVETS spaghetti dinner was
cancelled for March, April and May and will be
cancelled for June as well.
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MusicMusic Music
June is busting out all over…
I hope that we will be doing more singing in the month of June. We still
need to be extremely cautious when it come to singing, however. I have
read numerous articles about problems with singing and social distancing
issues and the picture is still cloudy. I am continuing to keep this on the
top of my prayer list!
The feedback from you all about our recorded services is very meaningful
and helpful, too! It makes me feel like working on these services is a very
worthwhile endeavor. I am enjoying arranging for special music, calling on a
few of my friends to help. It turns out that not only does this help us with
worship, but it also helps the people that have stepped up to help. They
miss the music and singing as well and are happy and blessed to be able to
participate with me during the recordings! I know that some of them will
continue to help with our music programs when we eventually are able to
worship together in person again.
For the time being, on Saturdays and Sundays, I have been visualizing you
all watching and listening to the videos and experiencing worship in this new
format. I certainly hope that you all are singing along with the hymns and
enjoying the wonderful reflections that Pastor Steve is sharing with you. I
would like to say, “I can hear you singing!”, even though you know I cannot.
But, my mom told me that I take after my dad in that if there is music in
the universe, I can hear it! So, I can hear you singing!
I look forward to seeing you all again and until then, I pray the videos are a
blessing for you.
In Christ,
Jacki Scott
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Hope’s 50 Anniversary
th

In 2021, Hope will be celebrating their 50
anniversary. The WELCA group has graciously
volunteered to plan the activities. They would love to
have volunteers from the congregation help them put
this all together. There will be many various
committees which WELCA will need help with. If you
would be willing to help with this wonderful event,
please let Debbie, the church secretary know. We will
start planning this event as soon as we are all able
to get together again which hopefully will be soon.
th

We have the history of the church from the beginning
of 1991 through May 18, 1997. If you have been a
member of Hope for several years or, just a short
time, WELCA would appreciate it if while you are in
isolation at home you could give thought to the
history of Hope, things you remember, things you did
during your time here, no matter what it might be.
Please write everything down so we could use it to
Help us compile Hope’s History to date.

WELCA is hoping everyone is taking precautions
and staying safe in these uncertain times. We
look forward to seeing all of you soon.
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Hope’s Diaper Drive
Once again we are sponsoring a diaper drive for SOS.
(Serving Our Savior) food pantry.
The final date and the celebration luncheon will be updated
when the dates have been determined.
Please bring packages of diapers and/or diaper wipes to
Luther Hall after the shutdown is over.
Thank you for your generous donations!
Let’s fill that van again as we did last year!
Pat and Bill Kessell and Carole Warden
This will be a Thrivent sponsored event.

Please bring the diapers: after
the virus shutdown is over

During this virus outbreak time Citrus County
Blessings will not have any regular packing times.
But, if you wish to volunteer, you can call Christina Reed, the organizer, at 352/341-7707 to set
up your own time to pack.
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Consider Yourself Home Schooled after reading this Trivia
1. WHY do men's clothes have buttons on the right while women's clothes have buttons on the left?
BECAUSE... When buttons were invented, they were very expensive and worn primarily by the rich. Since most
people are right-handed, it is easier to push buttons on the right through holes on the left. Because wealthy women
were dressed by maids, dressmakers put the buttons on the maid's right! And that's where women's buttons have
remained since.
2. WHY do ships and aircraft use 'mayday' as their call for help?
BECAUSE... This comes from the French word m'aidez - meaning 'help me' - and is pronounced, approximately,
'mayday.'
3. WHY are zero scores in tennis called 'love'?
BECAUSE... In France , where tennis became popular, the round zero on the scoreboard looked like an egg and was
called 'l'oeuf,' which is French for 'the egg.' When tennis was introduced in the US, Americans (naturally), mispronounced it 'love.'
4. WHY do X's at the end of a letter signify kisses?
BECAUSE... In the Middle Ages, when many people were unable to read or write, documents were often signed
using an X. Kissing the X represented an oath to fulfill obligations specified in the document. The X and the kiss
eventually became synonymous.
5. WHY is shifting responsibility to someone else called passing the buck'?
BECAUSE... In card games, it was once customary to pass an item, usually a buck knife, from player to player to
indicate whose turn it was to deal. If a player did not wish to assume the responsibility of dealing, he would 'pass the
buck' to the next player.
6. WHY do people clink their glasses before drinking a toast?
BECAUSE... In earlier times it used to be common for someone to try to kill an enemy by offering him a poisoned
drink. To prove to a guest that a drink was safe, it became customary for a guest to pour a small amount of his drink
into the glass of the host Both men would drink it simultaneously. When a guest trusted his host, he would only touch
or clink the host's glass with his own.
7. WHY are people in the public eye said to be 'in the limelight'?
BECAUSE... Invented in 1825, limelight was used in lighthouses and theatres by burning a cylinder of lime which
produced a brilliant light. In the theatre, a performer 'in the limelight' was the Centre of attention.
8. WHY is someone who is feeling great 'on cloud nine'?
BECAUSE... Types of clouds are numbered according to the altitudes they attain, with nine being the highest cloud.
If someone is said to be on cloud nine, that person is floating well above worldly cares.
9. WHY in golf, where did the term 'Caddie' come from?
BECAUSE... When Mary Queen of Scots went to France as a young girl, Louis, King of France, learned that she
loved the Scots game 'golf.' He had the first course outside of Scotland built for her enjoyment. To make sure she
was properly chaperoned (and guarded) while she played, Louis hired cadets from a military school to accompany
her. Mary liked this a lot and when she returned to Scotland (not a very good idea in the long run), she took the practice with her. In French, the word cadet is pronounced 'ca-day' and the Scots changed it into caddie.
10. WHY are many coin collection jar banks shaped like pigs?
BECAUSE... Long ago, dishes and cookware in Europe were made of dense orange clay called 'pygg'. When people
saved coins in jars made of this clay, the jars became known as 'pygg banks.' When an English potter misunderstood
the word, he made a container that resembled a pig. And it caught on.
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(cont. from page 11)

11. BIG CHEEKS. Bet you don't know "Big cheeks"
Big cheeks. A grandson of slaves, a boy was born in a poor neighborhood of New Orleans known as the "Back of Town." His father abandoned the family when the child was an infant His mother became a prostitute and the boy and his sister had to live with
their grandmother. Early in life he proved to be gifted for music
and with three other kids he sang in the streets of New Orleans.
His first gains were coins that were thrown to them.
A Jewish family, Karnofsky, who had emigrated from Lithuania to
the USA, had pity for the 7-year-old boy and brought him into
their home. Initially giving 'work' in the house, to feed this hungry child. There he remained and slept in this Jewish family's
home where, for the first time in his life, he was treated with
kindness and tenderness. When he went to bed, Mrs. Karnovsky
sang him a Russian lullaby that he would sing with her. Later, he
learned to sing and play several Russian and Jewish songs. Over
time, this boy became the adopted son of this family. The
Karnofskys gave him money to buy his first musical instrument; as
was the custom in the Jewish families. They sincerely admired
his musical talent. Later, when he became a professional musician
and composer, he used these Jewish melodies in compositions,
such as St. James Infirmary and Go Down Moses.
The little black boy grew up and wrote a book about this Jewish
family who had adopted him in 1907. In memory of this family
and until the end of his life, he wore a Star of David and said
that in this family, he had learned "how to live real life and determination."
You might recognize his name. This little boy was called: Louis
"Satchmo" Armstrong. He spoke fluent Yiddish! And "Satchmo" is
Yiddish for "Big Cheeks"!!!
And I'll bet you did not know any of this.
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How are you spending time during COVID19 ?
Many are doing extra Spring cleaning in their homes, watching more TV, working in their yards or
garden and enjoying more time with their hobbies.
Me, I am spending more time with my husband and I have gone back to writing letters and staying in
touch with family and friends either by “snail mail” or phone calls.
We also are eating all our meals at home, so I’ve had to dig out the old cookbooks and come up with
new recipes.
How about sharing a recipe with all of us here in Hope’s newsletter.
I’ll start by sharing an easy dessert... One Egg Cake recipe….
2 cups flour
1/3 cup short shortening
1 1/4 cups sugar
1 cup milk
2 1/2 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. salt
1 egg
Heat oven to 350 degrees. Grease and flour two 8 x 1 1/2 pans or a square 9x9x 1 3/4 pan.
Blend flour, sugar, baking powder and salt.
Add shortening, 3/4 of milk and vanilla.
Beat two minutes on med speed with mixer or 300 vigorous strokes by hand. Scrape sides and bottom
of bowl constantly.
Add rest of milk and egg. Beat two more minutes. Pour into pan(s).
Bake about 30 minutes…cool and frost with your favorite icing.
Want a challenge?? Try the Scripture cake….
1/2 cup butter ( Judges 5:25 )
2 cups flour
( 1 Kings 4:22 )
1/4 tsp salt
( Leviticus 2:13 )
1 cup figs
( 1 Samuel 30:12 )
1 1/2 cups sugar (Jeremiah 6:20 )
2 tsp baking powder ( Luke 13:21 )
1/2 cup water ( Genesis 24:11 )
1 cup raisins ( 1 Samuel 30:12 )
3 eggs, separated ( Isaiah 10:14 )
1/4 tsp each - cinnamon , nutmeg, cloves
( 1 Kings 10:10 )
1 tsp. honey ( Proverbs 24:13 )
3/4 cup almonds ( Genesis 43:11 )
Blend butter, sugar, spices, and salt.
Add beaten egg yolks. Add sifted flour and baking powder then add water and honey.
Chop fruit and nuts and flour well.
Fold in stiffly beaten egg whites.
Bake 50 minutes at 375 degrees.
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With love in Christ, Carole Warden

The Warden’s sheltering at home on their
50th Wedding Anniversary

Richard Warden spending his birthday
sheltering at home
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June Celebrations:

Anniversaries: Jackie & William Dean on June 7
Stan & Nancy Miller on June 12
Birthdays:

Brian Forsyth on June 3
Russell Telfer on June 4
Bruce Todd on June 8
Hans Witter on June 9
Rosemary Kinsey on June 19
Kylie Forsyth on June 19
Sarah Brisson on June 20
Sue Riley on June 22
Ryan Thompson on June 25
Quotable Quotes….

“Success: dedication, hard work and an unremitting devotion to
the things you want to see happen” Frank Lloyd Wright (18671957)
“Great minds discuss ideas, average minds discuss events, small
minds discuss people.” Admiral Hyman G. Rickover, “father” of
Americas nuclear navy (1900-1986)
“It is better to offer no excuse than a bad one.” President
George Washington (1732-1799)
“To want to be the cleverest of all is the biggest folly” Sholem
Aleichem, Jewish author (1859-1916)
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Prayer Concerns
Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be
listed so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf.
Please be aware that situations and conditions change but God
knows the need as you bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton
PRAYER REQUESTS
*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Dawn Stapleton for surgery (Janice Edwards daughter).
For Richard Warden, For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For
Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of
Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark. For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane
Kahler. For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara, his caregiver. For
Rachelle Hannah, daughter-in-law of Steve & Judy Kasco.

*For healing and recovery
For Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother) For Ryan
Yamka (Peggy & Bob Schade’s son-in-law) needs prayers for
healing, For Roy Cobb, For Dick Regan. For Judy Howe, For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey. For Hans Witter. For David Doyle.
For Mike Kimbrough. For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of
whom need the Lord to help them through this. For Nancy and
Spencer with family problems. For Daiana Carrera Esteves for
God’s guidance. For Jim and Colleen Giovannucci. For Charlene
Hicklin’s son Michael for healing. For Luciano Carrera Esteves,
For the children of the world. Please pray for those caught up
in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month
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No activities
scheduled
for June at
this time.
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29.

7.
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Dollars and Sense from the
Treasure’s Desk
We are adding this page as an addendum to the June
Newsletter, as this page was not included, when we
sent out the Newsletter on Tuesday.

April
Regular Offering:

$12,379

Total Inflow:

15,390

Total Outflow:

14,301

May
Regular Offering:

Total Inflow:

$11,045

13,655

Total Outflow:

*27,822

*This amount includes our annual
insurance payment of $17,447.

