
 

A Message From Pastor 

Grace.  

If we are looking for it, it 
is present in almost every 
scripture passage. Grace is 
one of those churchy buzz 
words meaning undeserved 
forgiveness.  

In particular, grace is ours 
for the receiving in the 
Gospel texts for Lent. 
Story after story gives us 
examples of God’s grace. 
Forgiveness and resistance 
to temptation; God’s love is 
like that of a mother hen, 
tender and fierce at the 
same time; judgment is 
tempered with patience; 
one son receives a warm 
welcome while the other 
refuses to participate; a 
lavish gift, the anointing of 
Jesus’ feet, is accepted 
and praised by Jesus.   

God’s grace is love and 
forgiveness freely given 
even when the culture 
would claim punishment is 
due.  

The title of the Cantata 
this year is Amazing Grace. 
How well that familiar song 
fits the theme of grace 
found in these Lenten 

texts. And how much 
grace we need, daily, 
hourly, minute by minute.  

As we receive so much 
grace from God, let’s 
pass it on, and offer 
grace to one another.  

In grace and HOPE 

Pastor Lynn + 

 

Wisdom Seekers 

The Wednesday morning 
class called Wisdom 
Seekers will soon be 
finished with the study 
of the Protestant 
Reformation. After 
Easter, we will begin a 
study of Islam. A video 
series produced by 
Select Learning, 
Introduction to Islam is 
an eight-week overview 
of the religion.  

This is an opportunity to 
begin to understand the 
basics of Islam. Like 
Judaism and Christianity, 
Muslims believe in one 
God, who created us and 
wants a relationship with 
us.     

         (cont. in next page) 
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Pastor’s Message (cont.)     

Islamic practices center on 
the Five Pillars of Islam—
faith; prayer; fasting; 
pilgrimage to Mecca; and 
alms—and include several 
holidays and rituals as well. 

The class time includes a 
video presentation on a 
topic, followed by class 
discussion on the video. We 
hope you will join us in the 
parlor on Wednesdays at 
10am beginning April 6 and 
running until the end of 
May.  
 

Details of the Wisdom 
Seekers Class on Islam 

Wednesdays at 10am, April 
6-May25 

Harold Vogelaar, Visiting 
Professor of World 
Religion at Lutheran School 
of Theology, Chicago, IL, 
and other top scholars of 
the Islamic faith share 
basic beliefs, and practices 
of Islam, and the historic 
and current relationship 
between Christians and 
Muslims. Students will gain 
two important perspectives 
from this program.  First, 
they will get a solid 
overview and deeper 
understanding of the 
religion of 
Islam.  Secondly, they will 
gain a new appreciation of 

the relationship between 
Christianity and Islam, 
including possibilities for 
hope and dialog in the post-
September 11 era. Each of 
the 8 sections is 18-20 
minutes in length. 

 
1. Introduction: A 
Framework for Christian/
Muslim Dialogue 
 Presenter: Harold 
Vogelaar) 
2. The History of Islam 
(Presenter: Fred Donner) 
3. The Faith & Practice of 
Islam (Presenter: Ghulam 
Haider Aasi) 
4. The Authority of the 
Qu'ran (Presenter: Ghulam 
Haider Aasi) 
5. History of Islam in 
America (Presenter: Ayesha 
Mustafaa) 

6. Sufism: Muslim 
Spirituality (Presenter: 
Laleh Bakhtiar) 
7. Equipping The Church for 
Dialogue with Islam 
    (Presenter: Mark 
Thomsen) 
8. Roundtable Discussion: 
Points of Stress, Signs of 
Hope 
    (All Presenters) 
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Wisdom Seekers 

Wisdom Seekers Special Event 

On Wednesdays March 9 and 16 the 
Wisdom Seekers class will watch the 
2005 CBS Primetime Video: In God’s 
Name. We invite you to join us. You 
may have seen it when it was first 
shown. It is worth watching again.  

Following is the official description of 
the presentation.  

CBS Press Release: On the day of the 
terrorist attacks in September 2001, 
Jules and Gédéon Naudet were caught 
in the collapse of the World Trade 
Center.  Jules was shooting inside 
when the South Tower fell.  "On Sept. 
11, we faced death and thought we 
had lost each other," said Jules 
Naudet.  
 "This harrowing experience was the 
first step in a journey that would take 
us around the world searching for 
answers to the meaning of life." 
The brothers' quest took them to 
Egypt, England, India, Israel, Japan, 
Lebanon, Russia and the Vatican, as 
well as Illinois and South Carolina. 

"We chose these 12 leaders because 
of the vast number of believers - 
more than four billion - that their 
faiths represent," said Gédéon  
 Naudet.  "We also wanted to explore 
the diversity of spirituality in our 
world today." 
The program marks the first time 
that this distinct group of leaders 
has appeared in one broadcast.  These 
spiritual beacons speak out about 
violence and hatred and reveal their 
own thoughts about faith, peace, 
unity, tolerance and hope.  Viewers 
will see them in intimate settings, 

including their homes and personal 
places of worship.  Ultimately, 
through the eyes of these 12 very 
different religious figures, the 
filmmakers discover the common 
ground among believers around the 
world.  
The 12 leaders featured in this special, 
in alphabetical order, are 

 Alexei II, Patriarch of Moscow and 
head of the Russian Orthodox Church 

 Amma (Mata Amritanandamayi), a 
Hindu spiritual leader 

 Pope Benedict XVI, head of the 
Roman Catholic Church 

  The Dalai Lama (Tenzin Gyatso), 
spiritual leader of Tibetan Buddhists 

  Ayatollah Muhammad Hussein 
Fadlallah, a prominent Shi'ite Muslim 
leader 

 Bishop Mark Hanson, Presiding 
Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and President of 
the  Lutheran World Federation 

 Michihisa Kitashirakawa, Jingu 
Daiguji (High Priest) of the Shinto 
Grand Shrine of Ise 

  Yona Metzger, Ashkenazi Chief 
Rabbi of Israel 

 Dr. Frank Page, President of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 

  Muhammad Sayyed Tantawi, Sheikh 
of Al-Azhar and a prominent Sunni 
Muslim leader 

 Joginder Singh Vedanti, Jathedar 
of the Akal Takht, the Sikhs' 
highest authority 
 Dr. Rowan Williams, Archbishop of 
Canterbury and head of the Church of 
England 
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Church Council 
January 20, 2016 ï 7:00p.m.  

Minutes 
 

Call to order/remarks- President Harold Skidmore 
  
  

Roll Call 
Members present: President Harold Skidmore, Secretary Renate 

Wilms-Rovin, Treasurer Deacon Diane Kahler, Deacon John 
Chiappetta, Aida Diaz, Anthony Diaz, 

Casey Gaylardo, Victor Kahler, Sandra Meslow, Dick Regan, 
Hans Witter, Pastor Lynn Fonfara 

 
Members excused absent: Larry Casper,  
 
3. Pastor Lynn offered opening prayers 

 
4. Devotion - Sunday's gospel  
 
5. Visitors: George Meslow (see Long Range Planning) 
 
6. Adoption of the January 20 Agenda  

Additions/Corrections under new business and consent 
agenda    

Accepted.  M- Dick, S- Hans, passed unanimously 
 

7. Secretary Report 
Report of December 16, 2015 Council Meeting 

A. Additions/Corrections  
B. Approved; M- Renate, S- Sandra, passed unanimously 

 
8. Report of the Treasurer 

A. Questions/Concerns  
B. Accepted; M- Hans, S- Casy, passed unanimously 
 

9. Report of the Pastor (see attached report.) 
 
10. Reports of Church Committees by Council Liaisons 

  
A. Christian Service 

Evangelism/Stewardship  
 Family Activities  
Light lunch will follow the Congregational 

Mtg. on January 31. 
                        B. Christian Education  

Education  
Youth Ministry  

                             Adult Ministry. 
 

C. Christian Worship 
 Worship and Music  
Met January 10, 2016. 9 members present. Everyone 

okay with proposed liturgy for Lent, Easter, and 
summer. 

Advent and Christmas Services were discussed and 
what improvements need to be made for next 
year. 

Discussion of Lent and Easter Services.  7pm service 
only on Ash Wednesday. Soup suppers midweek 
will take place but start at 6pm. Worship to 
follow at 7pm. 

Palm Sunday will be Cantata Sunday. 8am service will 
be conducted as usual. 

Resumption of Easter sunrise service with other 
churches was discussed. Casey, Diane and 
Harold will explore further.  

To improve legibility of projected text on TV screens, 
the congregational portion will be typed in a 
different font. 

4:30 Saturday Service will continue for a few more 
months in the hope that attendance will improve.     

                  
D. Administration  

Property (see attached report) 
Long Range Planning  
Committee met with Assistant  to Bishop 

Schafer, Pastor Jim Graeser to discuss 

the future of Hope and solicit  his 
expertise in matters of congregational 
life. The council agreed to invite 
Pastor Graeser to a Sunday service at 
his earliest convenience. He agreed to 
deliver the sermon and lead a 
subsequent discussion with the 
congregation. 

Finance 
Personnel 
Memorial.  Arlene Haberdank, long 

time member of Hope in the past, has 
died. Russ Telfer is in charge of 
adding her name to the existing 
plaque in the memorial garden. 
Endowment   
 

11. Old Business 
A. nominations are still sought for the 4 vacant 

positions on council. We may have to go back meeting the 
2nd Wednesday of the month to accommodate a potential 
member. 

B. Hope is set up for the beginning of 
tomorrowôs webinar from Trinity Church in Manhattan. Pre
-registration has been very poor. 

C. Congregational report will be available to all 
members this coming Sunday, 1/24 

 D. Update on pledges was not available 
 

      12. New Business 

A. The 2016 MSP was presented and discussed. 
One error was corrected. Anticipated expenditures are 
higher than last year and steps need to be taken to 
reduce them. 
 

13. Consent Agenda  

A. Barbara is requesting days off on February 4, 
5, and 8. She will make up 5 hrs for one of the days.  

B. Sue Coppler, former Choir director at Hope, is 
asking for use of the sanctuary on April 9, 2016 for a 
performance of the Dunnellon Community Chorus. Since 
there were a number of unanswered questions, Harold will 
follow up and report back to council. 

C. Renate requested use of Luther Hall on 
Sunday March 13 at 2 pm for a Toastmasters contest. She 
will pay the required fee to be reimbursed if the hall is left 
in pre-contest conditions. 

          Items A and C were approved; M- Diane, S- 
Renate, passed unanimously 

 

       14. Current Meeting Highlights for 
Newsletter and Bulletin        

Council Highlights January 2016 

The MSP (Ministry Spending Plan) for 2016 was approved 
for presentation at the Congregational meeting. 

The Long Range Planning Committee gave a presentation 
to council and will invite Pastor Jim Graeser, Assistant to Bishop 
Schafer, to come to Hope on a Sunday at his earliest convenience. 
Pastor Graeser agreed to preach the Sunday sermon and lead a 
discussion on the future of HOPE. A light lunch for all will follow. 
The congregation is strongly encouraged to participate. 

 

15. Adjournment  at 9:00 PM and Prayer. M- Hans, S
- Casey, passed unanimously 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Renate Wilms-Rovin 
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 Council Highlights           Stephen Ministers 

 
 

Council Highlights 

Meeting Wednesday, February 10, 
2016 

Church Council Officers 2016 

President: Steven Northsea 

Vice-President: Hans Witter 

Secretary: Victor Kahler 

Treasurer: Diane Kahler 

Financial Secretary: Michel Northsea 

 

Committee Liaisons to Council were 
appointed 

Council will meet the second 
Wednesday of the month at 7 pm 

Three new Stephen Ministers 
graduated- Aida and Luis Diaz and 
Sandy Trinrud 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 5 

 

Following is a list of Hope’s Ste-
phen Ministers: 

Deacon John Chiappetta– 352-
219-6753 

Aida Diaz– 352-208-8909 

Luis Diaz– 352-208-8909 

Casey Gaylardo– 352-489-7697 

Steve Northsea-352-489-0404 

Yvonne Popke– 352-465-4401 

Sandy Trinrud-715-412-1249 

Kim Williams– 352-465-5782 

 

For the services of a Stephen 
Minister please contact Steve 
Northsea at 352-489-0404. 

Rainbow Springs Village Church in 
Dunnellon welcomes Christians 
United in Christ on Tuesday, 
March 1st, at 7:00PM. 

Resurrection Day will feature 
messages from various Pastors 
with  the greeting and opening 
prayer by  Senior Pastor Dennis 
Bauer of Rainbow Springs Village 
Church. 

Description sheets outlining the 
program are available in the nar-
thex. 

 

 

Christians United in Christ 
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Martha Circle met on February 3 with 
a short but sweet meeting. Valentines 
and candy suckers were assembled by 
the ladies and will be taken to the 
SOS Food Pantry by Casey Gaylardo. 
 
Plans were finalized for Martha 
Circle to host the bingo games on 
Shrove Tuesday after the Pancake 
Supper. Small gifts are to be given 
out as prizes and Mardi Gras beads 
provided for everyone who attend the 
Pancake Supper. 
 
Come join us on March 2 at 1:00PM in 
Classroom 3 of Luther Hall for 
crafts, social time, and light 
refreshments. Decorations will be 
made for our Easter Cards for the 
homebound and other individuals who 
might not be able to attend on Easter 
Sunday. 
  
In Christ’s Love, 

Carole Warden 

 

 

 After a few months off, we now 
begin our 2016 Shoebox Ministry in 
earnest! There will be a collection 
box in Luther Hall for your dona-
tions. Again this year, we request 
washcloths, combs, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, and bars of mild soap. 
Also we need small toys and under-
wear for all ages. The boxes are for 
boys or girls divided into these age 
groups: 

2-4 

5-9 

10-14 

This year we will not be able to do a 
special fund-raiser in July so we will 
depend on the generosity of the peo-
ple of Hope and our friends to col-
lect money needed for our boxes. 
(please remember each shoebox 
costs approximately $7.00 to mail). 

Operation Christmas  Child brings 
joy and hope to children in desperate 
situations world-wide through gift-
filled shoeboxes and the Good News 
of God’s Love. 

Thank you, 

Carole Warden 
 

 

 

 

 

 Martha Circle                  Operation Christmas Child 

       MARTHA CIRCLE 
           MARCH 2 
             1:00PM 
              CR 3 
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Martyr Moments           A Note of Thanks 

 

Patrick, Bishop to Ireland 461 

When he was about 16 years old he 
was captured from his home in 
Great Britain, and taken as a slave 
to Ireland where he lived for 6 
years before escaping and return-
ing to his family. After becoming a 
cleric he returned to northern and 
western Ireland. In later life, he 
served as an ordained bishop, but 
little is known about the places 
where he worked. By the 7th Centu-
ry he had already come to be 
revered as a patron saint of Ire-
land. His feast day is celebrated on 
March 17, the day of his death.  

 

Please note: 
 
Pastor Lynn will close the lmfon-
fara@bellsouth.net email account 
after Easter.  
 
Please use 
 lynnfonfara@hotmail.com for all 
emails and delete the bellsouth ad-
dress from your contact lists.  
 
Thank you for all the ways you keep 
in touch.  
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Thank you to the special helpers 
during snacks and lunch at the 
Trinity Conference here at Hope. 
Thank you Casey for making extra 
sandwiches and to Peg Weston for 
the donuts. 

Thanks to everyone who donated 
cans of soup or money for the 
“Souper Bowl Sunday”. SOS Food 
Pantry does appreciate our dona-
tions. 

Special thanks to Russ Telfer and 
Victor Kahler for cooking our 
Shrove Tuesday Pancakes and Sau-
sages. 

Thanks to Judy Thomason for 
bringing the King Cake (and oh yes 
don’t forget Connie, you are the 
lucky one who gets to bring the ba-
by cake next year)…. 

I want to thank everyone who 
helped clean up after our Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper/Bingo. 

 And finally, thank you Barbara for 
your help and support. And if I 
missed anybody or any event/
activity, please forgive m,e and at-
tribute the oversight to my Big 0 
Birthday last year! 

 

Carole 
 

 

 

Pastor's Note 
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 Members who are homebound 
or residing in Care Facilities 
are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Joan Layton -  Home 
 
Dorothy Scianna - Crystal Gem        
Manor, Crystal River 
 

Karen Summers - Home 
 
Ruby Wagner– Brentwood 
 
Helen Van Horn– Brentwood 
 

 

 Palm Sunday, March 20  8:00AM                                   

     Spoken Worship 

 

                         10:00AM Cantata  
   ñAMAZING GRACEò 

 

Maundy Thursday, March 24  7:00PM 
                    Worship  

 

Good Friday, March 25    7:00PM  

                                         Worship 

 

 

Saturday, March 26          4:30PM    
         Informal Worship 

 

 

Easter Sunday, March 27  

        7:00AM Sunrise Service-                                                 
        Memorial Garden 

 

         8:00AMï 9:00AM Breakfast                  

                                                                                     
         10:00AM Worship 
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Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important.  Names will be listed so 
that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf.  Please be aware that sit-
uations and conditions change but God knows the need as you bring the indi-
viduals to God in prayer. 

MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY 
 Joan Layton, Dorothy Scianna, Amanda Stoever, Karen Summers, Ruby Wag-

ner, and Helen Van Horn. 
 Please pray for: 

 For Karen Perry and family, whose son, Gene, recently passed away 
 For Kay Schaller for healing 

 For Sandra Meslow for healing. 
Matthew Kessel, Bill and Pat’s grandson for severe health problems, Mat-

thew’s sister Rebecca for extremely serious anxiety attacks and their moth-
er Sue for stress dealing with these conditions. 

 Casey Gaylardo for recovery. 
 Steve Northsea for healing. 
 Yvonne Popke for healing.  

 Ann Stevenson, daughter-in-law of Manley Benmark, who has cancer. 
 Richard Kiefer, friend of Vic Kahler, who is undergoing bladder cancer 

treatment. 
 Linda Becker for healing. 

 Pray for Matthew, friend of Casey Gaylardo, who has complications from 
M.S. 

 Barbara Beardsley, friend of Edith Regan, who is fighting lung cancer. 
 Linda Becker’s friend Felica who has MS & broke her leg, for healing of 

body and spirit. 
 Kris Brock for healing 
 Chas Collins for healing. 
 Pastor Lynn for healing. 

 Renate Wilms-Rovin for healing 
 For Chris Bass for healing 

 Joyce Davis for continued healing. 
 Dee Forsyth’s friend Lauren and her daughter Jamie having tough times. 

 Pastor Lynn’s daughter-in-law Sarah for healing and wholeness.  
 Edith Regan’s great nephew, Austin Walters for healing.  

 Pray for Joan and Lloyd DeBuske who are in need of your healing hand, O 
Lord. 

Hope’s Prayer List 
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 Joyce Davis for continued healing. 

 Dee Forsyth’s friend Lauren and her daughter Jamie having tough times. 
 Pastor Lynn’s daughter-in-law Sarah for healing and wholeness.  

 Edith Regan’s great nephew, Austin Walters for healing.  
 Pat McDowell, Peggy and Bob Schade’s friend, who has bone cancer.                                                                                               

 George Meslow for healing. 
 Casey Gaylardo’s brother–in-law Frank 
 Dianne Carlson, for a kidney transplant. 

 For Hans Witter’s neighbor, Sharon, who was diagnosed with cancer. Lay 
your healing hands on her. 
 For Hans Witter 

 For Marlene Collins for recovery from  back surgery. 
 For Dee Forsyth’s co-worker Zulma  

 Shirley Peasley- Pat Kessel’s sister-in-law- for a serious health condition. 
 Prayers for Raitza Reyes, cousin of Hector Del Valle for a serious health 

condition 
 For teachers who are seriously ill. 

 Prayers for Jane Skidmore for healing from a health problem. 
 For Bill Kessel recovering from surgery. 
 Ann Schuhart’s niece, Vanessa, and babies. 

 Prayers for Stan Miller’s sister Muriel who has a heart embolism and has 
been diagnosed with a fast growing cancer.  

 the family of Otto and Arleen Habedank.  
 Kerry Reed’s son Chris, for his surgery. 

Hope’s Prayer List 

Known Birthdays in March 

 March 1 Steve Kasko 

 

March3 Ruby Wagner 

 

March 8 Lempi Tervo                            

 

March 17 Paul Popke 
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Leadership at Hope: An Ever Vital Need    
      No church can function well with-
out able leadership in all its ministries, 
and Hope can be no exception. But 
while we understand we need leader-
ship, churched folk everywhere, and 
Hope is no exception, are at times 
quite apt to demand that their leaders 
must necessarily be people of the most 
outstanding judgment, morals, talent, 
and inspiration - big doers, success 
makers, prime examples to all, and 
practically infallible. 

      Real leadership, of course, has to 
function far short of this hoped-for 
excellence. In reality, no leader is per-
fect. We are all human and as such 
have built in limitations, but fortunate-
ly our church members are blessed by 
God with real talents. Even though 
they may not realize their talents, we 
have men and women whose dedication, 
stability, vision, and special skills make 
them capable of dealing with many pos-
sible mission assignments. We have on-
ly to seek these folks out and be will-
ing to trust them to serve us. 

      We must realize that our leaders 
should not drive by mandate, but they 
must lead by example.  In effect a 
good church leader is one who will act 
for us, but won't boss us. A leader in 
Hope's missions is therefore a man or 
a woman who can personally put princi-
ples, plans, and policies into dedicated 
and effective action that the rest of 
us want to join in and help with the 
job. Too often I have heard at Hope 
that it is easier to do it yourself than 
seek out the help of others. This atti-
tude will lead to burn out and loss of 
leaders and missions. Each of us must 

rise to our talents and do together 
what one alone cannot do.  

      As the new church council begins 
and new committees are formed, let 
us consider some principles of leader-
ship and enact them in our church. 
Good leadership originates plans, poli-
cies, and ideas for the improvement 
of our church and its missions. But in 
all matters, it will nevertheless con-
sult widely with the members of the 
congregation before making decisions 
and taking actions.  

 Good leadership will also remem-
ber that a fine plan or idea can come 
from anybody, anywhere. Consequent-
ly, good leadership must often discard 
its own cherished plans for others 
that are better, and it will always give 
credit to the source. 

 Good leadership never passes 
the buck. Once a plan is accepted, the 
good leaders freely take charge, mak-
ing decisions and putting them into ac-
tion. And if things go awry, good lead-
ership accepts responsibility. 

 Another qualification for leader-
ship is "give and take" - the ability to 
compromise cheerfully. Compromise 
comes hard to many of us, but we 
must never lose sight of the fact that 
progress is nearly always character-
ized by a series of compromises which 
continually improve ideas. 

     Leadership is often called upon to 
face heavy and sometimes ongoing 
criticism. There are always the con-
structive critics.  

                            (cont. on next page) 



 

 Leadership (Cont.) 

a tentative idea or policy. Looking 
first at the nearby future, we ask 
how our idea or policy might work. 
Following this we ask how our policies 
and ideas might work under the dif-
fering conditions that could arise in 
the longer future. If an idea looks 
like a good thing, we try it on - al-
ways experimentally. Somewhat lat-
er, we re-evaluate the situation and 
ask whether our experiment is, or 
may soon be, working out. 

      At about this stage, we may have 
to take a critical decision. Do we 
continue a mission or do we stop? 
Often we ourselves are so enamored 
of the plan that we cannot stop even 
though in the long run the experi-
ment is doomed to fail. A failed plan 
is just that - an attempt to provide 
mission that did not work out. After 
all it was just an experiment. When 
that is realized, the time is here to 
move on to another plan, another ex-
periment, and another mission. 

        By discussing leadership it may 
look, at first glance, like an attempt 
to stake out a special privileged and 
superior set of members of Hope. 
But this is not really so. We are 
simply recognizing that all of our 
members' talents vary greatly. The 
director of a play is not necessarily 
good at finance or foresight. And it 
is even less likely that a fine banker 
could be much of an acting success.  

When, therefore, we talk about 
Hope's leadership, we only declare  

                      (cont. on next page) 
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We should never fail to give them a 
careful hearing. We should be will-
ing to let them modify our opinions 
or change them completely. Often, 
too, we shall have to disagree and 
then stand fast without losing their 
friendship. There are also the 
"naysayers," always negative and al-
ways in opposition. But good leaders 
recognize that even they may be 
right. Good leaders must recognize 
that the majority is not always right 
and the minority must be given a 
say. 

      Now we must consider that all-
important leadership attribute - vi-
sion,  or the ability to make good 
plans, both for the immediate and 
for the more distant future. As in-
dividuals and as a church, we shall 
surely suffer if we leave the job of 
planning for tomorrow in God's 
hands. God has endowed us with 
considerable abilities of foresight 
and He evidently expects us to use 
them.  Therefore we must replace 
wishful dreaming for a happy future 
with the use of our powers of 
thoughtful planning to create with 
God's help a mission-full future. Vi-
sion is therefore the very essence 
of what should drive Hope's mission. 
Of course we shall often miscalcu-
late the future in whole or in part. 
But even so, this will be far better 
than to refuse to plan at all. 

      Planning has several aspects. We 
look at our past and present experi-
ence to try to understand what we 
think it means. From this, we derive 
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Thrivent, our Lutheran insurance company, has a program in which eligible 
members can recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes some of its 
charitable outreach grant dollars among thousands of participating nonprofit 
organizations and congregations.  In the month of March the following mem-
bers have designated Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church as beneficiaries of 
their Thrivent Choice dollars: 

 

Victor Kahler    

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

For more information regarding this program, please see Diane Kahler 465-
4182. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Leadership (cont.)                           Did You Ever Wonder? 

that we should all step up with what 
talents we can find in ourselves and 
volunteer them in the spots where 
they will do God's work at Hope. 

            With the Grace and Guidance 
of God through the Holy Spirit and in 
the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ every member of Hope can rise 
to some leadership role. It is "God's 
Work and Our Hands",  but the old 
adage that "many hands make light 
work" certainly has to apply here at 
Hope. Please talk with your Council 
members or Pastor Lynn about what 
you can do, where can you serve, and 
most importantly what you believe the 
future mission of Hope should look 
like. 

Steve Northsea,  

Council President 

Did you ever wonder what Maundy 
meant? Maundy is derived from the 
Latin work MANDATUN, meaning 
“commandment”. Maundy refers to 
the commandment Jesus gave his dis-
ciples at the Last Supper: “to love 
with humility by serving one another 
and to remember his sacrifice”. 

 

 

 

 



 

  Quotable Quotes    

    Family Activities 

Lenten Soup Suppers: March 2,9, and 16. 

 

March 6: LAST DATE TO ORDER EASTER LILIES $7.75 Memorial/honor 
sheets available on secretary’s desk. 

 

March 19 10am: Bishop’s Visitation at Joy Lutheran, Ocala. 

March 19 Saturday worship: 4:30pm 

 

March 20 Palm Sunday: Volunteers needed for the palm arch. 

 

March 27 EASTER SUNDAY: Early outdoor worship at 7:00am with breakfast 
following. 

 

“If I know what love is, it is because of you.” Hermann Karl Hesse, German 
novelist known for writing Stepphenwolf. July 2, 1827-Aug 9, 1962 

 

“Never underestimate your power to change yourself; never overestimate you 
power to change others.” H. Jackson Brown, Jr., American writer. 

 

“Men make history and not the other way around. In periods where there is no 
leadership, society stands still” President Harry S. Truman (18814-1972) 

 

“People, even more than things, have to be restored, renewed, revived, re-
claimed, and redeemed; never throw out anyone.” Audrey Hepburn, Belgian-
born British actress (1929-1993) 
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Those Who Will Assist in Worship for March Service at 
10:00AM, Maundy Thursday, March 24 at 7:00PM, and 
March 25, Good Friday, at 7:00PM 

Communion Assistants and Acolytes 
 

March 6   Emilio Del Valle/Todd Wood 
March 13  Deacon John Chiappetta/ Nettie 
Haines 
March 20 Dee Forsyth/Judy Howe 
March 24  Casey Gaylardo/Anita O’Donnell 
March 27  Renate Wilms-Rovin/Rhonda Del 
Valle 

Altar Guild 
Margarita Chiappetta 

Margaret DeWalt 
Casey Gaylardo 
Diane Kahler 

Vivian Matthews 
Julia Southard 

Nursery 
  Please see an usher for assistance 

Lay Readers 
 

March 6  Dominic Del Valle 
March 13  Peggy Schade 
March 24  Deacon John Chiappetta 
March 25  Renate Wilms Rovin/Dee For-
syth 
March 27  Dee Forsyth 

Ushers for the Month  
 

Manley Benmark 
Luis Diaz 

 
 

Greeters 
Todd Wood 
Judy Howe 

Assisting Ministers 
 

March 6  Rhonda Del Valle  
March 13  Kelly Haines 
March 20  Miranda Strong 
March 24  Deacon Diane Kahler 
March 27  Emilio Del Valle 

Guest Greeter 
Julia Southard 
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