Hope’s Newsletter
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known ”

Pastor’s Message
The Gift of Lent
An online search tells me that a compass is “an instrument
used for navigation and orientation.” I remember relying
on that particular instrument quite heavily during the one
time in my life when Sarah and I went sailing with
friends. Right in front of the wheel was a large compass,
and during the time that I was steering I was very
thankful for its presence. First of all, there were no
highway signs or well-worn trails on those waters to help
me know if I was on the right ‘path’. Meanwhile, the wind
and the water seemed to have their own ideas about what
our course should be. And so quite often I would look
down at the compass, see that I was drifting off course,
and turn the wheel until we were once again heading in our
intended direction.
As we enter into the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday,
February 26, it might be helpful for us to think of Lent
as the time to glimpse at the compass and turn the wheel.
We know that the ‘course’ we’re meant to follow is living
in relationship with God and walking in the way of Jesus.
We know that’s where true life and life-eternal are
found. And so we take the time during Lent to glimpse at
the compass, determine the extent that we’ve strayed,
and turn our heart and life back onto our intended course.
After all, we all experience the many ways that life
pushes and pulls us off our intended course, just like the
water and wind had their own ideas for the direction of
our boat. And the dangerous thing about straying off
course is that it happens an inch at a time – very subtly.
But those almost imperceptible changes can add up if
they’re not corrected every once in a while.
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(The Gift of Lent cont.)

There are various ways that we can ‘glimpse the compass’. Certainly they include
listening to the words of scripture during worship and devotional time, and to
the words of the Spirit during quiet times of prayer, and to the words we share
with each other through conversations in Sunday School or Small Group gatherings. And the Lenten discipline of prayer, fasting (simplification), and works of
love help us to turn – not the wheel, but our heart and life.
And so the season of Lent is an ancient and precious gift of the church to us –
a gift that renews and deepens our relationship with God in Christ. I wish you
a blessed Lent.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve

Lent Mid-week Soup Suppers and Worship
Once again this year, we will gather on the Wednesdays of Lent for Soup Suppers in Luther Hall beginning at 6:00 pm, followed by worship from 7:00 pm to
about 7:30 pm in the sanctuary. The first of these gatherings will be on March
4, and the final gathering will be April 1. There will not be a gathering the
Wednesday of Holy Week. If you are willing to provide soup for one or more of
the suppers, sign up sheets are posted in the narthex. We ask that the soups
be brought to Luther Hall by 5:45 pm so that the supper can begin by 6.
Please consider making these gatherings of warm fellowship, delicious soup, and
reverent praise part of your journey through Lent this year.

Thrivent Dinner and Presentation at Hope
Not sure what Thrivent is? Not sure about the various ways that Thrivent gives
back to churches and communities? Not sure what opportunities for ministry we
have through Thrivent?
Our local Thrivent representative, Kevin Braunschweiger, has offered to come to
Hope, provide a dinner, and follow dinner with a presentation about Thrivent financial. This is not a sales call. He is coming to deepen our understanding of
Thrivent’s benefits and services, and our opportunities through Thrivent.
The event is scheduled for Tuesday, March 10. Dinner begins at 6:00pm
And the presentation follows, beginning about 7:00pm. Please add your name(s)
to the sign-up in the narthex if you plan to attend so we can provide a count
for dinner.
Thank you
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Monthly AMVETS Spaghetti Dinner:
Tuesday, March 24th @ 4:00 pm
Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner
Includes: Salad, Bread, Dessert, Coffee, Tea
and Water.
Date: March
Time: 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm
Price: $7.00
Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church
9425 N. Citrus Springs Blvd.
Citrus Springs, FL 34434
Money goes towards helping Veterans in the Citrus County
Community.

All community members and our congregation
are invited to attend!

Birthdays:

March Celebrations:

Steve Kasco on March 1
Annette McFall on March 8

Anniversaries: None this month

Luminous Night
Our Music Director, Jacki Scott, founded the Citrus
Community Concert Choir in 2003 which is now directed by
Karen Medrano.
They have 3 concerts a year and this is their Spring
Concert. There are 2 locations and the 1st is First
Presbyterian Church of Inverness on Saturday, April 4th @
3:00 pm (206 Washington Avenue). The second is Faith
Lutheran Church on Sunday, April 5th @ 3:00 pm
(935 S. Crystal Glen Drive, Lecanto)
Admission at the door is $10.00 for adults and students
will be admitted free.
Their web site is www.citruschoir.com
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Council
Officers &
Members
President
Meredith McCartan
Press
Vice President
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Secretary
Cindy Todd
Treasurer
Deacon Diane Kahler
Personnel Committee
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
Virtual Calendar
Committee
Social Ministry
Committee
Jane Skidmore
Property
Victor Kahler
Evangelism Committee
Citrus Springs Civic
Association
Meredith Press
Worship and Music
Peggy Schade
Council Member
Steve Northsea
Council Member
Julia Southard
Council Member
Hans Witter

February Council Meeting Highlights
1.Council Elected Officers:
1. President - Meredith McCartan Press
2. Vice President - Renate Wilms-Roving
3. Secretary - Cindy Todd
4. Treasurer - Diane Kahler
5. Financial Secretary - Michel Northsea
2. Council approved Peggy and Bob Schade as voting members
at the Synod Assembly.
3.Council voted to recommend to the congregation approval of
the amended constitution and set a Special Congregational
Meeting to be held on April 19, 2020 at 11:15am to
address that issue only.
4.Council approved a Scout Family Fund Raiser to help one of
their own. A yard sale will be held from 8:00am until
2:00pm on Saturday, February 29th, 2020.
5.Council approved a fund-raising chicken dinner for Outreach
on Saturday, May 9th, 2020 from 5:00pm until 7:00pm.

Dollars and Sense from the Treasurer’s Desk: January 2020
Communion
Regular Offering
1/5
$4,371.
1/12
$2,876.
1/19
$3,036.
1/26
$2,412
Total inflow:
$15,490.
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Sat. 4:30PM
21
22
27
28

Sun. 8AM
9
12
6
9

Total outflow:
$13,920.

Sun. 10AM Total
54
84
49
83
62
95
56
93

Music Music Music
I lived in Amberg, a small town in West Germany. This was when the wall was
still up and there were 2 parts of Germany. Amberg is located east of
Nurnberg, near what was the Czechoslovakian border at the time. The first
year I was there, we lived in temporary quarters on the post and the second
year, we were able to get permanent quarters, which was quite a bit nicer, and
on the first floor. The temporary quarters were on the third floor and there
was no elevator! Needless to say, I was in good shape at the time!
Shortly after I arrived and got settled in, I went to explore the military post.
My first stop was the chapel. My former husband had told the Chaplain that I
would be stopping in after I arrived in the country – so he was expecting me. I
started doing many things there including; playing the organ for the Catholic
service, conducting the Amberg sub-community Chapel Choir, office duty when
the Chaplain and his assistant were out in the field and Vice President of the
Protestant Women of the Chapel group there. Because I was one of the officers
of the PWOC, I had a few extra perks. One of those perks was the chance to
go on a retreat with other officers from all around the country, in
Berchtesgaden, which turns out to be my favorite city there! The retreat was
memorable and I am thrilled that I had that opportunity. I attended several
classes, lectures and book sales while I was there. It was well worth going.
Back in Amberg, for the second Christmas I was there, I had the chance to
direct my first cantata with the Chapel Choir. There was a lack of qualified
musicians there, so we performed it with a reel to reel tape. I was very happy
with the outcome, but it certainly had its challenges! I was 24 at the time.
A couple more rather memorable things happened while I was living in Germany
are worth sharing and both have to do with family coming over to Germany to
visit me! The first was during the first year I was there. My middle sister,
Teddi (who most of you recently met in person) and her friend Jeannie, came to
visit, in order to go skiing! Teddi is quite a good skier and they were excited to
come to ski in Germany. So, we traveled by train to Munich and GarmischPartenkirchen to do just that. We were able to stay in a military hotel in
Munich and ski on the military side of the mountain, through which the costs
were nominal (fortunately). The famous Zugspitze was closed when we went, due
to too much snow! However, that didn’t stop us from skiing on other slopes. I
was a total beginner, so had to take some lessons and stay on the bunny slope,
but I did it! I learned to ski in the Alps!! The evening after we skied, we went
out for dinner in Munich and then traveled on the U-bon out to the Olympia
Platz to go swimming in the pool that Mark Spitz won his 7 gold medals! I love
reminiscing about that!
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(Cont. from page 5)
The second, was a visit from my parents and Jeannie’s parents! They arrived in time to
come to Easter Sunday with me, which was very special, and I had arranged for some
very special music in honor of them being there. While they were all there, I used my
newly developed skill of calling Square Dancing! Yes, I have been a caller! I was asked
some time prior to them coming to visit, to become part of the German-American
friendship club, and teach square dancing. I had square danced when I lived in Texas
and felt just confident enough with the dancing and music and said, “Sure, I think I can
do that!” So, I did! I studied, practiced, and taught Germans and Americans how to
square dance. I even had a picture with an article printed in the German local newspaper! So, in my living room in our military permanent quarters, I gathered a few friends
that had been taking the course, my parents and their friends and pushed all the furniture up against the walls and we did square dancing in my living room! I taught them all
a fun dance and we had an amazingly fun time. My mom still talks about it!
I hope you are all enjoying my story and yes, there’s more to come. I am truly enjoying
getting to know all of you here at Hope! You are my new family of faith.
I am working with our lovely choir to prepare a special cantata to be presented on Palm
Sunday. It’s coming along well and I hope you all mark April 5th on your calendar to attend. You don’t want to miss this. If you would like to join us for the cantata, please
see me right away, so we can practice together!
Yours in Christ,
Jacki Scott

JOSEPH, GUARDIAN OF OUR LORD
MARCH 19
Joseph, a figure in the canonical gospels who was married to Mary, Jesus’ mother and
was Jesus’ legal father. Joseph was also the father of James, Joses, Jude, Simon and
at least 2 daughters from a marriage which predated the one with Mary. Joseph is venerated as Saint Joseph. Joseph is regarded as a model for fathers and has become patron of various dioceses and places.
In Matthew, Joseph obeys direction of an angel to marry Mary. Following the birth of
Jesus in Bethlehem Joseph is told by an angel in a dream to take the family to Egypt to
escape the massacre of the children of Bethlehem planned by Herod, the Roman ruler of
Judea. Once Herod died, an angel told Joseph to return, but to avoid Herods son, he
takes his wife and child to Nazareth and settles there.
The last time Joseph appears in any of the Gospel books is in the story of the Passover
visit to the Temple in Jerusalem when Jesus is 12 years old, which is found only in Luke.
Christian tradition represents Mary as a widow during the adult ministry of Jesus. Jesus
would not have entrusted his mother to the care of John, the Apostle, if Joseph, her
husband had been alive.
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Reaching out through food:

Almost 30 pounds of hamburger, along with 12 pounds of
hamburger patties left over from our church picnic, fed a
bunch of hungry boy scouts and their parents the last week
of January.
With some leftover taco meat from the scouts’ taco night, us
thrifty souls on the Outreach committee, froze what was
left and planned a Taco Sunday. A little more spice for the
hamburger and various taco-type accruements were collected
and we were ready to serve our fine fare once more.
Realizing the expenses were running higher than expected, we
asked for moola from the congregation and received enough
to cover our expenses. Thank You, Thank You.
Soon you will be hearing about our chicken fundraising dinner
we have planned for May. June and October/November will
bring once again the opportunity to host our signature events,
the Blueberry Social and the Apple Fest.
We believe that adding music to our events has the potential
to draw more people and is a nice addition to our events. The
music comes with a cost, hence the fundraising dinner.
The month of May will also find us serving breakfast at Citrus Springs Elementary School during Teachers’ Appreciation
Week.
The Outreach committee meets the first Thursday of the
month at 5:15 eveyone is welcome to join us. Can’t make the
meetings lets us know you want to help and we will include
you in our email exchanges.
Outreach members include Meredith Press, Sarah Brissom,
Jane Hise, Renate Wilms-Rovin, Diane Kahler and Michel
Northsea.
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Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church
Minutes of the January 8, 2020
Council Meeting
1. Call to order at 6:05 PM by President Julia Southard
2. Roll call
Pastor Steve Brisson _P_; Judy Howe _P_; Diane Kahler* _P_; Victor Kahler _P_; Steve
Northsea _E_; Meredith Press _P_; Peggy Schade _P__; Jane Skidmore _P_; Julia Southard
_P_; Cindy Todd __A_; Renate Wilms-Rovin _P_; Hans Witter _P_;
* not a voting member
3. Devotion - Message from ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton regarding congregational
vitality, generosity and being bold in planning
4. Opening Prayer – Given by Pastor Steve
5. Visitors - None
6. Adoption of the January 8, 2020 Agenda
a. Additions/corrections – the following items were added to the Agenda: under Old
Business item B. Church Council -under New Business items C. Shrove Tuesday and D. Church
Security.
b. Approved – a motion was made and seconded to accept the Agenda as amended. Motion passed unanimously.
7. Secretary Report
a. December11 Regular Meeting
1. Additions/corrections - none
2. Approved – a motion was made and seconded to accept the Secretary’s report as
written. Motion passed unanimously.
8. Report of the Treasurer –
a. November
1. Questions/concerns – there being no questions, the report will be filed for audit.
b. December
1. Questions/concerns – there being no questions, the report will be filed for audit.
9. Report of Pastor – Report was attached
10. Reports of Council Liaison
1. Evangelism Committee (Liaison – Meredith) – (No Meeting)
2. Finance Committee (Liaison – Julia) – (No Meeting)
3. Worship Committee (Liaison – Peggy) – (No Meeting)
4. Digital Committee (Liaison – Jane) - (No Meeting)
5. Long Range Planning (Liaison – Jane) – (No Meeting)
6. Property (Liaison – Vic) – Report was attached
7. Stewardship Committee (Liaison - None) – Working on Time and Talent Sheet and hope to
have ready to distribute by the annual meeting. The Stewardship Committee will finalize the
Time and Talent sheets once they have been turned in
8. Virtual Calendar Committee (Liaison – Jane) – (No Meeting)
9. Social Ministry Committee (Liaison –) – (No Meeting)
10. Education Committee (Liaison – Judy) – (No Meeting)
11. Stephen Ministry (Liaison – Steve) – (No Meeting)
12. Personnel Committee (Liaison – Diane) – The 90-day evaluation of the church secretary has
been completed and the Custodian’s evaluation will be done shortly.
13. Citrus Springs Civic Association (Liaison – Meredith) – Pastor Steve and Sarah attended
the Christmas dinner. Pastor Steve is now doing the prayer before every meeting which gets
Hope’s name out into the community.
14. WELCA (Liaison – Julia) - Meeting Saturday January 11. We will be making communion
bread.
(cont on next page)
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(January 8, 2020 Council Meeting Minutes continued)
15. Endowment – Steve Northsea and Dick Regan will be going off of the committee. Jane
Skidmore and Annette McFall have agreed to serve on the committee with Annette taking
over the job of treasurer. There was a motion made and seconded to present these names at
the annual meeting for congregational approval. Motion passed unanimously.
11. Old Business
A. Gutters on the front of the church – The gutters on the front of the church have been
cleaned out and a piece was added onto the end of the gutter so that the water flows away
from the church’s foundation. Hopefully, this will stop the water from seeping into one of
the offices. We will keep an eye on this fix to see if it has solved the problem.
B. Council Members – No congregation members have come forward to run for council so
three of the four members going off of council will be standing for a second three-year
term. Those members are Hans Witter, Victor Kahler and Cindy Todd. We will be asking
for nominations from the floor at the annual meeting. Any person nominated must have
given prior approval.
12. New Business
A. Ministry Financial Plan for 2020 – The Ministry Spending Plan was approved by council
and will go before the congregation at the annual meeting for acceptance.
B. Synod Assembly Voting Members– Synod Assembly June 5, 6 and 7. Bob and Peggy
Shade have agreed to be Hope’s voting members at the Synod Assembly.
C. Shrove Tuesday – A request came in to have a pancake dinner followed by bingo on
Shrove Tuesday, February 25, 2020. Since Shrove Tuesday falls the fourth Tuesday in
February and we have committed Luther Hall to the AMVETS for their spaghetti dinner on
the fourth Tuesday of each month we felt the church needed to live up to their commitment. Therefore, our pancake dinner followed by bingo will be held on Saturday, February
22, 2020 at 5:15 following the Saturday night service.
D. Church Security – A discussion was held regarding the safety of our members during
worship service given everything that is going on in the world. Vic will contact the Police
Department to see if they have someone who can come and speak to us about what we can
do to make our church safe during our services. Renate will also be scheduling a meeting
with our ushers to go over what is expected of them during the services.
13. Consent Agenda
A. Take Jacki Scott in as member.
B. Give the Custodian a 2% increase in pay effective January 1.
C. 50th Anniversary Celebration on March 13and 14, 2021. Bishop Suarez will be present at
all three services
D. Move $2,068 in Transition Fund to Anniversary Fund
There was a motion made and seconded to accept the Consent Agenda. Motion passed
unanimously.
14. Meeting Highlights for Newsletter and Bulletin.
1. Take Jacki Scott in as member.
2. Safety of the members of our congregation during worship services.
3. Approved the Ministry Spending Plan to be sent to the congregation for approval at the
annual meeting.
4. 50th anniversary of the founding of Hope to be celebrated during 2021 with Bishop
Suarez present with us on March 13 and 14 at all three services.
5. Voting Delegates for the Synod Assembly on June 5, 6, and 7.
15. Adjournment - Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM followed by the Lord’s Prayer.
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March 15 celebrating St. Patrick’s Day
Another great day for celebration with corned
beef, cabbage and potatoes, and wonderful
desserts from our congregation.
Wear your green. Today everyone is Irish.
Asking the congregation to provide desserts.
Hope has the very best cooks in Marion and
Citrus counties.
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ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT
Ash Wednesday is a Christian holy day of prayer and fasting. As it is the first day of
Lent, many Christians begin Ash Wednesday by marking a Lenten calendar, praying a
Lenten daily devotional and making a Lenten sacrifice that they will not partake of until
the arrival of Easter. Ash Wednesday derives its name from the placing of repentance
ashes on the foreheads of participants to the words of either “Repent and believe in
the Gospel” or “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The ashes
are prepared by burning palm leaves from the previous year’s Palm Sunday celebrations.
A number of Lutheran parishes teach communicants to fast on Ash Wednesday, with
some people choosing to continue doing so throughout the entire season of Lent, especially on Good Friday. Some disciplines recommend that the faithful fast on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday with only one simple meal during the day, usually without
meat. There is a strong biblical base for fasting, particularly during the 40 days of
Lent leading to the celebration of Easter. Jesus, as part of his spiritual preparation,
went into the wilderness and fasted 40 days and 40 nights, according to the Gospels.
Where ashes are placed on the head by smudging the forehead with a sign of the cross,
many Christians choose to keep the mark visible throughout the day. The churches have
not imposed this as an obligatory rule, and the ashes may even be wiped off immediately
after receiving them but some pastors recommend keeping the ashes on the forehead
for the rest of the day as a public profession of the Christian faith and as an exercise
of religious freedom.
There is biblical significance of ashes. Ashes were used in ancient times to express
grief. The gesture was also used to express sorrow for sins and faults. In Job 42:3-6,
Job says to God:” I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but mine eye seethe
thee. Wherefore I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes.” The prophet Jeremiah
calls for repentance by saying:” O daughter of my people, gird on sackcloth, roll in the
ashes.” The prophet Daniel recounted pleading to God: “I turned to the Lord God,
pleading in earnest prayer, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes.” Just prior to the New
Testament period, the rebels fighting for Jewish independence, the Maccabees, prepared for battle using ashes;” That day they fasted and wore sackcloth; they sprinkled
ashes on their heads and tore their clothes”. Jesus is quoted in Matthew and Luke: “If
the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, then they would have
repented long ago sitting in sackcloth and ashes.” Christians continue the practice of
using ashes as an external sign of repentance. While not specifically instituted in the
Bible text, the 40-day period of fasting and prayer is also analogous to the 40 days
during which Moses repented and fasted in response to the making of the Golden calf.
Jews today follow a 40-day period of repenting in preparation for and during the High
Holy Days from Rosh Chodesh Elul to Yom Kippur.
Ash Wednesday is exactly 46 days before Easter Sunday, a movable feast based on the
cycles of the moon. The earliest it can occur is February 4 with Easter on March 22.
The latest date is March 10 when Easter Day falls on April 25.
At Hope we celebrate Ash Wednesday with worship and the placing of ashes on the
forehead using the words of “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” We continue thru Lent by having a simple supper of soup and bread on Wednesdays before worship. We repent of our sins during these 40 days, awaiting the glorious
Easter Morning.
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Hope Lutheran Church

Citrus Springs, Florida
WELCA
February 22, 2020
Meeting was called to order by Jeannine at 10:05 a.m.
Members present – Jeannine, Judith T, Julia, Joyce, June, Sarah, Peggy, Karen, Tess, Carol
D, and Casey
Visitors: Sallie Hallie from St. Timothy’s
Old Business – none
New Business – Jeannine and Julia attended the planning meeting on February 15 for the
Spring Gathering which will take place on March 7 at Rock of Ages in Wildwood. Registration
deadline is March 2. Seven of our members are planning on going and Jeannine will call in
the reservations. The registration fee is $10 and is to be paid in cash when you sign in on the
7th. The $10 is divided in the following way: $5 of it will go to the Synodical Women’s Organization and the other $5 will go to Rock of Ages to help cover the cost of the event. Registration opens at 7 AM with breakfast starting at 8 AM. Everyone is asked to bring a decorated
rock to be used as a table favors. The theme is “Faith, Hope and Love” from Isiah 54.10.
There will be two offerings taken up during the day. The first one will be the Love offering
and it will go to CALM which is an organization up in the Panhandle which provides care for
little ones and Mom. They asked that you do this offering by check made payable to Florida
Bahama SWO with CALM written in the memo line. There will be a basket by the door where
you come in to put your checks in. The second offering will be taken up during the church
service. The Bible Study will be conducted by Shelby from Good Shepherd.
The Fall Gathering will again be held at the Lake Yale Baptist Retreat Center in Leesburg.
The dates for the Fall Gathering are November 13-15 and you may attend all or some of the
gathering. Registration will be available in early summer and the registration fee is $215
which includes all of your meals, workshops, etc. There are three offerings taken up at the
Fall Gathering. The first is the Love offering which will go to CALM, the second is for the
scholarship fund for women going into seminary and the third is divided into three parts with
½ going to us and 1//4 going to National and ¼ going to the Synodical Women’s Organization.
Banner - We will be checking with Thrivent to see if we can use action team money to make
our banner and the buy the banner holder. Jeannine will take pictures of all of the banners at
the Spring Gathering and then a group of us will get together to design the banner. We will
then bring this design to a WELCA meeting to get suggestions from everyone before we start
to sew the banner.
Sallie told us that at St. Tim’s they read the WELCA Purpose Statement at the beginning of
every meeting and that some of their meetings are theme meetings. We all thought those
sounded like good ideas.
50th Anniversary - Since the church’s 50th anniversary will be next year, our WELCA group
has agreed to take on the planning of this event. We will be asking for volunteers from the
congregation to help with the various things that need to be done. We will divide into various
groups so that no one will be doing all of the work. Some of the groups we came up with will
be invitations, decorations, history, and getting a caterer for the dinner. If anyone can think
of something we missed, they can let us know. We will start putting things in the Bulletin
regarding the history.
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(cont. on page 17)

(cont. from page 16)

The next meetings will be:
Saturday March 21 at 10:00 am. We will be cleaning the church pews at this meeting so that
they will be all cleaned in time for Easter and this will get an item off of the list of repairs that
was handed out last year. Everyone is to bring a bucket.
Saturday April __ at 9:30 am we will again be making communion bread. We decided that
this time we needed to be more structured in baking our bread so that we could be assured
all of the bread would be done. We will also be discussing the design of our banner.
Saturday May 23 at 10:00 am. We will be making door wreaths. Judy will get a list to everyone of what they will need to bring to make their wreath and she will instruct the class on
what needs to be done.
Saturday June 20 at 10:00 am. We will be doing a Chi-gongg class lead by Peggy’s neighbor. It will
be followed by a salad luncheon where everyone will bring something for the salad.

Directory - Everyone who has a directory needs to make the following changes to their directory. 1. Sarah Brisson’s cell phone number should be changed to 860.882.4253; 2. Carol
D’Auria’s e-mail address should be citrusgal99@gmail.com and 3. In the Purpose Statement
on the first page “crated” should be “created”. You will be getting three names to also add
to your directory so be sure to check your mailbox in Luther Hall. Directories will be made
for the people who have not received one yet.
Meeting adjourned at 10:25 am.
Respectfully submitted,
Julia A. Southard
Secretary
DID YOU EVER WONDER WHERE THE HYMN “ABIDE WITH ME” came from….?
Henry Francis Lyte, vicar in the fishing village of Lower Brixham, Devonshire, England,
ministered faithfully for 23 years to his seafaring people. Though a humble couple, he
and his wife, Anne, lived in an elegant estate, Berry Head. It had reportedly been
provided by King Willian IV, who had been impressed with Henry’s ministry. Henry lad
out walking trails throughout the beautiful estates forty-one acres and enjoyed the
tranquility of the house and grounds. There he wrote most of his sermons, poems and
hymns
But Henry’s lung condition was hanging over the home like a blackening cloud. Lower
Brixham suffered damp winters, and while in his early fifties Henry realized his lung
disorder had deteriorated into tuberculosis. At age 54 he entered the pulpit with
difficulty and preached what was to be his last sermon. He had planned a therapeutic
holiday in Italy.
That afternoon he walked along the coast in pensive prayer then retired to his room
emerging an hour later with a written copy of “Abide With Me.” Shortly afterward,
Henry embraced his family a final time and departed to Italy. In November his phthisic
lungs finally gave out. Reportable his last words were “Peace! Joy!”
When news of his death reached Brixham, the fishermen of the village asked Henry’s
son in law, also a minister, to hold a memorial service. It was on that occasion that
“Abide With Me” was first sung. You can find “Abide With Me” in our ELW at 629. A
beautiful hymn.
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Prayer Concerns
Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be
listed so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf.
Please be aware that situations and conditions change but God
knows the need as you bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton
PRAYER REQUESTS
*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.
*Prayer for serious health concerns
For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece,
Amanda. For Tom Kroger, son of Jeannine Robertson and for
her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane, niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of Manley Benmark. For Joann
Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane Kahler. For Don Vades and
Kathi O’Hara, his caregiver. For Rachelle Hannah,
daughter-in-law of Steve & Judy Kasco.
*For healing and recovery
For Stan Miller, For Roy Cobb. For Dick Regan. For Judy Howe,
For Victor Kahler,. For Grace Donaho who had heart surgery.
For Rick Davey. For Hans Witter. For David Doyle. For Mike
Kimbrough. For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of whom need
the Lord to help them through this. For Nancy and Spencer with
family problems. For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s guidance.
For Jim and Colleen Giovannucci. For Amy Schade, healing
following surgery, (daughter-in-law of Peggy and Bob Schade).
For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing. For Luciano
Carrera Esteves, For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service in
March of 2020
Assisting Minister

Acolytes

March 1 Renae Wilms-Rovin
March 8 John & Margarita Chiappetta
March 15 Dee Forsyth & Tyler Thompson
March 22 Sarah Brisson & Judy Howe
March 29 Renate Wilms-Rovin &
Edith Regan

Altar Guild

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Lay Readers
March 1

Judy Thomason

March 8

Tyler Thompson

March 15

Steve Northsea

March 22

Ron Press

March 29

Dick Regan

Ushers for the Month
Dick Regan
Ron Press

Page 19

March 1

Judy Thomason

March 8

Dee Forsyth

March 15

Steve Northsea

March 22

Ron Press

March 29

Renate Wilms-Rovin

Guest Greeter
TBA

Greeters
June Towner
Pat Kessell

6:30p Boy Scouts
Luther Hall
6:30p Girl Scouts

30.

29.Communion

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00a Sunday School
9:00a Confirmation
9:00a Choir Practice
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

6:30p Boy Scouts
Luther Hall
6:30p Girl Scouts

23.

22.Communion

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00a Sunday School
9:00a Confirmation
9:00a Choir Practice
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

6:30p Boy Scouts
Luther Hall
6:30p Girl Scouts

16.

15.Communion

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00a Sunday School
9:00a Confirmation
9:00a Choir Practice
10:00a Worship/healing
11:15a St. Patrick’s
Day Lunch.

6:30p Boy Scouts
Luther Hall
6:30p Girl Scouts

9.

8. Communion

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00a Sunday School
9:00a Confirmation
9:00a Choir Practice
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

6:30p Boy Scouts
Luther Hall
6:30p Girl Scouts

2.

Monday

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00a Sunday School
9:00a Confirmation
9:00a Choir Practice
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

1.Communion

Sunday

31.

Amvets
Spaghetti
Dinner @
4:00p

5:00p Choir practice
6:00p Lent Soup
Supper
7:00p Lent mid-week
worship

(April 1)

5:00p Choir practice
6:00p Lent Soup
Supper
7:00p Lent mid-week
worship

25.

5:00p Choir practice
6:00p Lent Soup
Supper
7:00p Lent mid-week
worship

9:30a Quilters

24.

18.

9:00a Hope- Citrus
County Blessings
5:00p Choir practice
6:00p Lent Soup
Supper
7:00p Lent mid-week
Worship
7:30p Council Meeting

11.

4:30p Long Range
Planning
5:00p Choir practice
5:30p Digital
6:00p Lent Soup
Supper
7:00p Lent mid-week
worship

4.

Wednesday

17

Thrivent Dinner and
Presentation @
6:00pm

10.

9:30a Quilters

3.

Tuesday

5:15p Evangelism
Committee

6:30p Cub Scouts
Luther Hall

26.

6:30p Cub Scouts
Luther Hall

19.

6:30p Cub Scouts
Luther Hall

12.

6:30p Cub Scouts
Luther Hall

5.

Thursday

8:00a-12p Property
9:30a- 11:30 Altar Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

27.

8:00a-12p Property
9:30a- 11:30 Altar Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

20.

8:00a-12p Property
9:30a-11:30 Altar Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

13.

8:00a-12p Property
9:30a-11:30 Altar Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

6.

Friday

4:30p Informal
Worship

28.

WELCA Meeting
@ 10:00a
4:30p Informal
Worship/healing

21.

4:30p Informal
Worship

14.

4:30p Informal
Worship

Citrus County
Writer’s Guild
Luther Hall

7. 11:00a - 12:30p

Saturday

