Hope’s Newsletter - March 2021
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known”

Pastor’s Message
From Where Is My Help To Come?
“From where is my help to come?” Chances are
you’ve asked yourself that question many times (too
many times) in your life. That same question was
asked over two thousand years ago by the person
who wrote Psalm 121 – a psalm sung by the people
of Israel as they made the difficult and dangerous
pilgrimage journey up to Jerusalem. Seeing the difficult journey ahead, the psalmist wrote, “I lift up my
eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?” As
we face and move through the difficult and dangerous times in our own lives, we echo those words.
This wonderful psalm wastes no time answering the
question. In the very next verse we read, “My help
comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and
earth.” What a blessing it is to know that the maker
of heaven and earth is not distant and disinterested,
but instead is near to us and calls us into relationship, in part to provide help, guidance, peace in
times of challenge. Of course, when we think about
the nearness of the maker of heaven and earth, we
think about Jesus – God with us. Every once in a
while, I like to lift up the story Footprints. Given
what I’m writing about, now seems like a good time.
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(cont. from 1st page)

A man is walking along the beach. Jesus is walking beside him.
Their steps leave footprints in the sand. The man turns, looks
back, and sees that the path they’ve been traveling has passed
through all the moments of his life. He notices that during his
most challenging or troubling times, there is only one set of footprints. He says to Jesus, “Lord, you promised to remain with me at
all times and through all things. Yet during the darkest times in
my life, I see only one set of footprints. Why did you leave me?”
Jesus replies, “Precious child of God, I would never leave you. It
was at those times that I carried you.”
This also seems like a good time to, once again, share with you one of
my favorite passages in scripture:
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:4-7)
We lift up our eyes to the hills; from where is our help to come? Our
help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth! Praise God.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve

Holy Week and Easter Plans at Hope
Hope’s Worship and Music Committee has made the following
plans for Holy Week and Easter:
- As usual, Home Worship Resources will be provided for the
Holy Week and Easter services. All services will be recorded
and posted to Facebook, with the exception of Maundy
Thursday.
- There will be a single in-person worship service on Palm
Sunday, March 28, at the usual 10 am time. Palms will be
placed in seats. For those not attending but wanting a palm,
there will be a drive up distribution on Saturday, March 27,
from 10 am to 1 pm. In both cases, appropriate safety practices will be used.
- There will not be in-person worship on Maundy Thursday.
- There will be a single in-person worship service on Good
Friday at 7 pm.
- To ensure that all who wish to attend Easter Sunday inperson worship are able to do so, there will be two Easter
Sunday worship services – one at 8 am and another at 10 am.
As was the case on Christmas Eve when there were also two
services, we will make sure that all positions necessary for
safety are filled.
- Seat requests for Palm Sunday will be the usual Monday
through Thursday of the preceding week.
- Requests for seating at the Good Friday and two Easter
services will begin on Monday, March 15.
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Reminder: Sunday, March 14th is when
we turn our clocks ahead one hour.

Easter Lilies
We once again plan to decorate our worship space with Easter Lilies
(in foil-covered pots) on Easter Sunday. If you would like to give a lily
in memory of a loved one, or in honor of someone or something,
please call Debbie during office hours (M-Th, 9-2, 489-5511) by
March 18 and provide the necessary information. She will need your
name, phone number, the number of lilies you are requesting, and
the dedication(s). The cost is $8.00 each and it would be appreciated
if payment is dropped off at the church or mailed as soon as
possible. Make checks out to Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church, and
write Easter Lily on the memo line. Your lily / lilies may be taken
home after the 10 am Easter service or can be picked up thru
Sunday, April 11th. Lilies will not be held past the 11th.
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Worship Leader Schedule for
March 2021
March 7: am is Judy Thomas
Ushers: Steve Kasco and Don Koppler
March 14: am is Ron Press
Ushers: Steve Kasco and Don Koppler
March 21: am is Renate Wilms-Rovin
Ushers: Steve Kasco and Ron Press
March 28: am is Sarah Brisson
Ushers: Ron Press and Don Koppler

Council Officers
& Members
President
Julia Southard
Vice President
Jane Skidmore
Secretary
Cindy Todd
Treasurer
Deacon Diane
Kahler
Personnel
Committee
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea

Wanted - Sanitizing Spray

I know - the above title is obvious...
Everyone is looking for sanitizing spray. That
is true for Hope as well. As you may know
the sanctuary is sanitized after our Sunday in
-person worship services. While we are careful to spray only the seats that were occupied, we still use a good amount of spray. So
our request is for members of Hope to be on
the lookout for cans of sanitizing spray, that
is safe for fabrics, while shopping and, if
spotted and not needed for your own use,
purchase a can and drop it off at Hope.
Thank you!
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Property
Victor Kahler
Council Member
Don Koppler
Council Member
Steve Northsea

Council Member
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Council Member
Hans Witter

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry

As you know, the impact of COVID has deepened the presence
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of food insecurity in our area. And so SOS continues in its mission. If you would like to support SOS, you can drop off food
and other necessities at Hope during the week (the office is
open M-Th, 9am-2pm) or on Sunday morning if you’re attending worship. Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of
each month from 9am to noon at Shepherd of the Hills
Episcopal Church, 2540 W. Norvell Bryant Hwy in Lecanto.
Donations by check that are made out to SOS Inc. can be
mailed to SOS, PO Box 640774, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.

OCC

Thank you for your continued interest in our Operation
Christmas Child Shoeboxes. Hopefully we can raise enough
money to send at least 50 boxes in 2021. Each box needs
$9.00 to go along with the items packed inside. Even if
you can only support one shoebox, it is greatly
appreciated. I have already begun collecting items
for this year.
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“Go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel”
(Mark 16:15)

March is typically the month we begin collecting items for
our “Showbox Ministry” at Hope. Thank you, Julia, for
starting us off with bars of soap and washcloths.
We are already off to a great start toward our 2021 towards our 2021 goal of at least 50 boxes.
If you do not like to shop, then think about donating $$
for the shipping fees.
I will soon have a designated box to collect our items.
Following is a list to help you know what we use:
Items we collect for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
$9.00 per box for shipping and/or:
Bars of soap and washcloths
Small measuring tape
Combs and brushes
Small tools
Toothbrushes
School supplies
Headbands and barrettes
Crayons
Underwear
Color books
Tee shirts
Toys (small)
Hats, scarves and gloves
Stuffed animals (small)
Socks
Whistles
Flip flops
Sewing kits
Clothespins & clothes line
No liquids, no war toys or camouflage, no candy, no
toothpaste, no glass and new items only.
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Strawberry Pie:
Are you enjoying the Florida Strawberries? Do you have a favorite
recipe using strawberries? We love getting new recipes so please
send in one to be included in the April Newsletter (does not have to
be strawberries).

Shoney’s Famous Strawberry Pie:
1. 1 (9 inch) Baked pie shell.
2. Strawberries (whole)
3. 2 tbsp. cornstarch
4. 1 cup of sugar
5. 1 cup of water
6. 3 oz. box of wild strawberry jello
Cook the cornstarch, sugar and water until it is thick. While
still hot add 1/4 box of wild strawberry jello. Cool. Then pour
over the whole berries in baked pie shell.
Garnish with whipped cream.

Thank you for your generous donations of soup during our
“Souper Bowl” in early February! We collected a grand total of
131 cans for the Serving Our Savior Food Pantry.
We also collected a total of $89.00 in cash donations which
was also given to the Food Pantry.
I am sure people appreciated hot soup during the cold days
we had last month and any donations of food are welcome
anytime. The food pantries are struggling so let’s continue
contributions as we are able. I like to shop the BOGO deals at
the grocery store - I get one and donate the second to the food
pantry.
Thank you for helping those in need!
Page 8
Carole Warden

Music, Music, Music

We have begun our Lenten journey already and although some of us are
working through symptoms of allergies (welcome Spring!) and our thoughts
turn inward for reflection and personal contemplation, I have been having
wonderful feelings of hope. Word of more vaccine approvals and an uptick
of manufacturing those vaccines is also in the air, along with the pollen!
More vaccines mean more people will be able to be vaccinated even sooner
than originally expected. That means we can be hopeful that our lives will
be getting better and easier and fewer people will die because of this
pandemic. The hope I am feeling is almost as strong as the joy and hope
of the resurrection. Yes, Easter will be here soon and the hope and joy
of remembering the promises of the resurrection along with it. I think
this year I am going to be feeling it much more than in previous years!
When the improvements I am hopeful for happen and we are finally able to
gather and worship as we would like to, I am wanting to do a little something special for all of us. Pastor Steve loaned me a lovely book about
Hymnology recently and it has sparked an interest in putting together a
big Hymn sing festival of sorts when we can do so safely. I would like to
include lots of favorites, various hymnodies, old standards, new, interesting hymns and canticles and a nice big request list!! Perhaps we can even
plan a picnic or a dinner to go along with the fun. See what hope does?!
Coming up soon will be not only a recorded Good Friday service, but also an
in-person service. My good friend Karen Medrano, who has been helping
with the recorded services and has been attending some Sunday services
as well, and I are planning a little special music for Good Friday. If we
can, we will offer it for both the recorded and the in-person services. I
am sure you will find it meaningful. I am also working on putting together
something special for our Easter as well. I will keep you informed!
Yours in Christ,
Jacki Scott
Director of Music
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From the January 5th Riverland News

Dollars and Sense from the Treasurer’s Desk:
December 6 - $2,818.
December 13 - $3,286.
December 20 - $2,243.
December 24 - $2,363.
Total Inflow: $13,533.00 (incl. other giving)
Total Outflow: $14,208.00
***************************************************************
January 3 - $2,616.
January 10 - $3,186.
January 17 - $3,938.
January 24 - $4,958.
Total Inflow: $21,251.00 (incl. other giving)
Total Outflow: $15,817.00
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The Quilters are now meeting on a regular basis
and the dates for the March Meetings are
March 2nd and March 16th at 9:30am.

Monthly AMVETS Spaghetti Dinner:
There WILL NOT be a Spaghetti Dinner in
March and the start up date is tbd for the
dinners to resume in 2021.

During this virus outbreak time Citrus County Blessings will
not have any regular packing times. But, if you wish to
volunteer, you can call Christina Reed, the organizer, at
352/341-7707 to set up your own time to pack.
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March Celebrations:
Anniversaries: None this month.
Birthdays: Steve Kasco on March 1 and Annette McFall on
March 8.

As you may know, Harold and Kay Schaller relocated
at the end of last year to Naples with Kay’s
daughter, Kathy and Kathy’s husband. Kathy tells
me that they are in a very nice assisted living
apartment. Their presence at Hope will be missed.
Their new contact information is:
Kay and Harold Schaller
Brookdale North Naples, apt. 108
Naples, FL 34109
239-293-6020
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Prayer Concerns

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
PRAYER REQUESTS

*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Milly Mizell for Covid, For Dolores Chiders (mother of Cindy Todd)
for stroke. For Richard Warden, For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s
niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of
Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark, For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane Kahler.
For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara:

*For healing and recovery

For Tess Smith’s 81 yo mother, Shirley Tramontin, fell &
broke a hip and her brother-in-law John Kowaiski is under cancer
treatment, For Kristine Brock’s right shoulder replacement,
For Ernie Bloom, For Louise Cobb, For Janice Edwards, For Bob
Schade, For Joyce Davis’s daughter, Jana Davis, covid, For Any
Graft (Carole & Bill Warden’s niece), For Gael McCarthy, For Tom
Lambert, For Theresa Batchelor (Donna Wilkers daughter), For
Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother), For Ryan Yamka (Peggy &
Bob Schade’s son-in-law) needs prayers for healing, For Roy Cobb,
For Judy Howe, For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey, For Hans Witter, For David Doyle, For Mike Kimbrough, For Linda, who is ill and
Doug- both of whom need the Lord to help them through this, For
Nancy and Spencer with family problems, For Daiana Carrera Esteves
for God’s guidance, For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing,
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month
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