Hope’s newsletter - mARCH 2022
“to know CHrist and Make HiM known

pastor’s Message
More Days for Praise
The title of this article comes from the title of a book of mine:
More Days for Praise – Festivals and Commemorations in Evangelical Lutheran Worship. The book contains brief informational passages about the saints who have gone before us who
have been given commemoration days within the church year.
It notes that those whom the church has lifted up are both
faithful and fascinating, always pointing to Christ. I agree,
which is why I own the book, and spend a bit of time reading
from it on the day of a festival or commemoration.
I’m writing about this because the commemorations that are
clustered around the middle of March are quite interesting and
inspirational. March 10 gives us the commemorations of Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth. As you may know, Harriet
Tubman led enslaved people to freedom via the Underground
Railroad. She spoke of the Lord telling her to free His people.
Her answer was No. The Lord came a second time, and she
suggested He choose someone better educated or more cultured. (Sounds a bit like Moses.) He asked a third time, and she
said she knew then she must do what was asked of her.
Of her escape from slavery, Sojourner Truth says this: “When I
left the house of bondage I left everything behind. I wasn’t going to keep nothing of Egypt on me.” That included her original
name. She says the name Sojourner Truth was given to her by
the Lord because that’s what she was called to do – travel and
speak truth about abolition and women’s rights.
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The commemoration of Gregory the Great falls on March 12, the date of his death.
(Commemoration dates are often placed on the person’s date of death, if known.)
Gregory was born in Rome into a wealthy and politically prominent family. At the age of
35, he became a monk, gave his wealth to poor relief, and turned his home into a monastery. He served as the bishop of Rome (the pope) for 14 years until his death and is
one of the most revered popes of all time.
And, of course, March 17 gives us the commemoration day of Patrick, the patron saint
of Ireland. Patrick was a missionary to Ireland, baptized hundreds, established monasteries, and served as bishop of Ireland. Often he is drawn holding a shamrock, which it
is said he used to teach about the Trinity. A hymn of Patrick’s includes these words:

Against all Satan’s spells and wiles, Against false words of heresy,
Against the knowledge that defiles, Against the heart’s idolatry,
Against the wizard’s evil craft, Against the death wound and the burning,
The choking wave and the poisoned shaft, Protect me, Christ, till thy returning.
As I said above, the book describes those whom the church has lifted up as being both
faithful and fascinating, always pointing to Christ. I agree. But that doesn’t keep me
from celebrating with no less joy and thanksgiving the countless lesser known, and unknown, disciples of our Lord Jesus who, over the centuries, also pointed to Christ. Likewise, I joyfully celebrate, with thanksgiving, the faithful disciples of Christ in our own
time, not the least of whom are my brothers and sisters in Christ at Hope.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve

Soffit Repair Update
I am very pleased to report that a total of $5,213 was received in the special offering
conducted to pay for the cost of the repair of the soffits. The soffit’s have been repaired with quality work. As you may recall, the cost for repair was $3,860. The
funds received over that figure were placed in the Improvement Fund to be used for
upcoming property needs, including some necessary tree work. I am so very appreciative of the generosity that has been shown. It is a clear sign of the love we have
for our Hope community and ministry.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve
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Council Officers &
Members
President
Don Koppler

We once again want to remind you to please do not bring
food that is past the last date of sale. SOS cannot legally
give out food to people where the last date of sale has
passed. Please bring food in original containers only and
please do not leave it out on the porch in front the door if
the church is not open.

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry
As you know, the impact of COVID has deepened
the presence of food insecurity in our area. And
so SOS continues in its mission. If you would like
to support SOS, you can drop off food and other
necessities at Hope during the week (the office
is open M-Th, 9am-2pm) or on Sunday morning
if you’re attending worship. Check out what
type of foods or other necessities WELCA is
suggesting we focus on each month.
Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of
each month from 9am to noon at Shepherd of
the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W. Norvell
Bryant Hwy in Lecanto.
Donations by check that are made out to SOS
Inc. can be mailed to SOS, PO Box 640774,
Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.
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The next two WELCA meeting dates are Saturday
March 26 @ 10:00 am and Saturday April 30 @ 10:00
am in Luther Hall.
At the Saturday April 30th meeting they will make
baskets out of wine corks. There will be a sign up
sheet.
The food choices for the next couple of months are
as follows:
March: For this month we will provide: Paper goods:
toilet paper, paper towels and tissues.
April: For this month we will provide: Laundry
detergent, bleach, Pledge, Comet and anything that
has to do with cleaning.
May: For this month we will provide: Personal items
for SOS. Things like: toothbrushes, tooth paste,
deodorant, shaving cream and razors etc.
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WELCA MEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 26, 2022
Meeting called to order by President, Sarah Brisson.
Prayer and Devotional presented by Vice President, Jeannine Robertson.
Sixteen members were present and all were in good spirits.
TOPICS COVERED WERE;
Spring Gathering Planning Meeting which Jeannine attended.
Members were informed of what occurred at this meeting. Date of
gathering is March 19th . Registrations were on hand for anyone
who wanted to attend. Deadline to register and pay $10 fee is
March 9th.
SOS – March – Paper Products
April – Cleaning Products
May
– Personal Items
For March’s activity we will be creating gnomes thanks to the
presenter and talents of Cari Lonergan. Cost will be $25 which can
be paid by check made out to presenter of this activity. All
supplies will be furnished by her.
April’s activity will be basket making presented by one of our own
talented members – Meredith Press. Cost to be determined.
Sign up sheets were passed around for those interested in attending
the above mentioned activities.
Future activities were discussed which included a Day Trip/ Hammer
and Stain/ Game Day/Pour Over Paint/High Tea at Sweeties in
Dunnellon. Dates and activities will be determined at future meetings.
Treasurer reported there was $77 in the kitty – distribution to be
discussed at a later date.
FUTURE MEETING DATES;
March – 26th
April – 30th
Get well card was brought by Carole Warden to be signed by all
members and sent to a fellow member – Pat Kessel, who is presently in
an Ocala Hospital.
Meeting was adjourned at approximately 11 AM with the Lord’s Prayer.
ACTIVITY OF THE DAY: Members brought pictures of themselves as
babies or young, young, children to see who could identify who. A good
time was had by all in trying to identify the baby person with the adult
person. The 2 winners, Judy Howe and Charlene Hickman each identified 5 of the 15 pictures. Extravagant prizes were awarded to each of
them.
Respectfully submitted,
Jeannine Robertson/Secretary
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Council Meeting Highlights:
Council Meeting Held March 9th, 2022
1. The damaged soffits on Luther Hall, the BBQ Hut, and the Bandstand have
been repaired and the work has been paid for. Additional offerings from the
congregation were sufficient to cover the entire cost, with extra to supplement our Improvement Fund. The congregation is thanked for their generosity.
2. Council is assembling an Audit Team for an audit of the 2021 Financial
Records, to be completed in late March or early April.
3. April 24-27 vacation time was approved for Pastor Steve.
4. Once the dishwasher is installed, the congregation’s level of interest in a
Coffee Hour, including how often, will be investigated.

March Celebrations:

Birthdays:

March 1 is Steve Kasco and
March 8 is Annette McFall,

Anniversaries: None this month
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Our Shoebox Ministry for 2022 has begun….
Please remember Matthew 19:14 - Jesus says “Let the little children come to Me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these”.
Our Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry reaches millions of children every year all
over the world
Before they can open their shoebox gifts, they are told about Jesus and His love. Afterwords
they are invited to a 12 week “journey” to hear the whole story about Jesus. Many become
Christians along with the rest of their families.
Think about donating during the month of LOVE (February).
Monetary or items for personal use such as: washcloths, combs and toothbrushes.
Each box needs $9.00 to cover the cost of shipping and the booklet about Jesus in their own
language.,
Thank you,
Carole Warden

Hope welcomes the Scent Work Club of Ocala (SWCO)
On March 9, the SWCO used Hope’s grounds and areas of Luther Hall for a training day. The groups Facebook page says
that “AKC Scent Work is a fun sport that mimics real life detection dogs at work. Titles can be earned but it’s really a fun
easy sport for all dogs and people to enjoy.” Hope thanks SWCO
for their donation of paper goods for our
March SOS collection.
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Operation Christmas Child

This month we will collect small stuffed animals, marbles,
yo-yo’s, girls hair accessories and “hot wheel” cars or any
appropriate toys.
These are just suggestions - watch for sales on kid’s
clothing as well.
Thank you for your year round support with items, money,
help and prayers.
Your in Christ,
Carole Warden
***********************************************************

Souper Bowl Sunday

Thank you for the 30 cans of soup and the
$75.00 collected during our Souper Bowl
collection. SOS is always appreciative of our
help with the Food Pantry.
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In loving memory of Pat Kessel
“we will all Miss you”
Hope’s Quilters

Notice: We need someone to be in charge of the
quilters at Hope Church! Please pray about it and you
will have full support of our group
Carole Warden

Upcoming Meetings:
March 29 @ 9:30am
April 12 @ 9:30am
April 26 @9:30am

Hope’s Prayer List:
Mike Coviello
Steve Kasco
Family and Friends of Pat Kessel
Family and Friends of Salme Kinnunen
Sally Neuberger
Family and Friends of Stella Smith (mother of Doug Smith)

Information About Hope’s
Prayer List
Beginning in March, Hope will maintain our Prayer List in a way used
by many other congregations. In order to ensure the Prayer List stays
current, a name or other prayer concern will be kept on the Prayer
List for one month from the time it was added to the List. We will, of
course, keep it on the List for an additional month(s) if we receive a
request to do so. In addition, the List will be reformatted for easier
reading. If there is a name or other concern on the List in this
Newsletter that you would like to remain on the List in the April
Newsletter, please call the office and tell Debbie.
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Sunday

6. 10am
Worship

13.10am
Worship
Daylight
Savings
Time
Begins
20.10am
Worship
1st Day of
Spring
Today
27. 10am
Worship

Monday

7.
Boy
Scouts
6:30pm

14.
Boy
Scouts
6:30pm

21.
Boy
Scouts
6:30pm
28.
Boy
Scouts
6:30pm

Thursday

4.
5.
8:00am
Property

8.

9. Girl
Scouts

Saturday

3. Cub
Scouts
6:30pm

11.
12.
8:00am
Writers
Property Guild

6:15pm
Council

Friday

Wednesday

10. Cub
Scouts
6:30pm

18.
19.
8:00am
Property

Tuesday

2.Girl
Scouts
6:15pm

17. Cub
Scouts
6:30pm

Ash Wednesday

16. Girl
Scouts
6:15pm

1.
Quilters
@
9:30am

15.
Quilters
9:30am

23.

25.
26.
8:00am
WELCA
Property 10:00AM

22.

Girl Scouts
6:15pm
Worship and
Music 2:30

31. Cub
Scouts
6:30pm

24. Cub
Scouts
6:30pm
29.

30. Girl
Scouts
6:15pm

