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Hope’s Newsletter
“To Know Christ and Make Him Known”

A Message from Pastor
On a Facebook page
recently, there was this
question: if you could change
the
name
of
our
denomination
from
Evangelical
Lutheran
Church in America to
something else, what would
you name it?

Does our congregation
really offer hope to our
members and regular
visitors? Do we reach out
with HOPE to those who
feel hopeless? Is there
another word that better
describes who we are, and
what we intend to offer?

There were many comments,
many of them suggesting we
drop “Evangelical” from the
name, since it’s confusing to
many
people.
Others
suggested
we
drop
“Lutheran” from the name,
because a lot of people don’t
know what Lutheran means.
One person in jest suggested
FRED – no, it doesn’t stand
for anything, just FRED.

Evangelical means sharing
the good news of Jesus.
Think about “angel” which
is in the middle of the word
evangelical. Are we God’s
messengers, ready and sent
by God to bring a message
of Hope to God’s children?
Would it matter if we took
the Evangelical out of our
name? (Even as I say that, I
remember that I usually
call this Hope Lutheran
Church.) Do we really
intend to share the good
news of Jesus with our
neighbors?

Which leads me to ask a
question: if we could change
the
name
of
Hope
Evangelical
Lutheran
Church, to what might we
change it?
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Pastor’s Message (Continued)
Lutheran refers to a
particular
“brand”
of
Christianity, known for our
focus on a balance between
law and gospel. We are
“justified by faith apart
from works for the sake of
Christ.” We cannot earn our
way into into heaven. God’s
grace is sufficient to place
us there through God’s
loving heart. You may
remember that Luther
himself preferred that his
name was not used. In
Germany, the Lutheran
church
is
called
E v a n g e l i sc h e
K i r c he .
Would it matter if, for
example,
we
called
ourselves “Hope Church”?
Would we remove the word
church? Is our church

(congregation) a good
member of the Christian
Church, otherwise known
as the Body of Christ? Many
people these days say they
are spiritual and not
religious. Would we attract
more people to our doors if
we
called
ourselves
something different, like
association, or club? So,
maybe we could try out the
name Hope Club of Citrus
Springs?
Let me know what you
think? Does our name suit
us? Does ALL of our name
suit us? Another question:
Do we live up to our name?
In HOPE
Pastor Lynn +

Thank You
Thank you, Deacon John
for spear-heading the
Easter Egg Hunt for Hope
this year. It has been an
annual tradition for quite a
few years. . .and we thank
you for continuing it.
Also thanks to Kelly for her
help in gathering extra
supplies and helping make

Council Officers &
Members
President
Steve Northsea
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Harold Skidmore
Endowment
Secretary
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Acolytes
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Readers
Treasurer
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up the baskets to be given
out at the egg hunt.
Thanks to all who made
the grounds and memorial
garden areas nice for our
Easter celebration and to
those who donated lilies for
the altar.

Vivian Matthews
Richard Regan
Endowment
Property Committee
Kim Williams
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
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Yard Sale

Yard Sale
Martha Circle is sponsoring a Yard Sale
to raise funds for Operation Christmas
Child.

June 7
8am to 1pm
Luther Hall

Martha Circle is also requesting
donation for their yard sale on JUNE
7.
No clothing will be accepted.
See Carole Warden or Kelly for any
questions.

Thank You from Anita O’Donnell
Thank you to the class of Jacob’s
Journey for their faithfulness and their
love of God’s Word which they receive
with joy and enthusiasm each week. It is
a privilege to be your teacher. Thank
you also for the beautiful card & gift,
your thoughtfulness is appreciated.

interested students. Revelation is a
book for us to day and has many
blessings for the children of God.

I hope to see all of you back next fall as
we begin the very interesting book of
Revelation. It would be nice to see other

Blessings,
Anita O’Donnell

Wishing you all a wonderful summer
and the Lord be with you to bring all
of you back in good health in the fall.

Martha Circle
Four ladies met in April to make Easter
cards to be sent to our homebound and
nursing home residents. They also
completed favors to be given at the
Easter breakfast. Some work was done
on the Operation Shoebox ministry
which is nor in full swing. We got
permission to hold a yard sale on June 7
in Luther Hall to raise funds for
shipping the boxes in November. We are

asking for donations for the sale but
NO clothes, please. Thrivent will also
help with our fundraiser. If we can
raise $600, they will donate $200.
Next Martha Circle gathering will be
Wednesday, May 7 at 1pm in Luther
Hall classroom 3. Come join us for
crafts, social time and light
refreshments.
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Hospitality Reminder
I remember one Sunday when I was
visiting a church while I was at
seminary. We students went to check
out several congregations to see where
we’d fit in as student pastors for the
next two years.
After worship, I got my coffee and
cookies, and went to find a place to sit. I
noticed a table with several women
already seated and two empty places, so
I stopped there and set down my coffee
cup. Before I could put my cookies
down, I was told that that place was
taken. Ok, I said, how about that place
on the other side of the table? That seat
is taken, too, they said. I moved on, and
made a mental note about the
hospitality of that congregation.
At Hope, we usually excel at
hospitality, even taking folks by the
arm and guiding them down the ramp
to the coffee and cookies. But, every

once in a while we forget that it’s
everyone’s job to welcome the visitor,
even if it means that one of our friends
must find a new place for coffee that
morning.
Visitors should always be greeted by as
many folks as possible before and after
worship. We should always check to
make sure visitors are able to follow
the order of worship. And visitors
should never be left to sit at a table by
themselves in Luther Hall.
Please be on the lookout for new
people, keep an eye on them during
worship, and invite them to join your
table or move to join them during
coffee hour. This will help keep our
reputation for hospitality at the
highest level possible, and you have
the great opportunity to make a new
friend.

SOS (Serving Our Savior)
SOS in need of diapers for the clients!
They can use all sizes, but have
requested baby sizes 2, 3, 4 and 5.
Help if you can. There have been lots of
sales on diapers recently, and coupons
in the Sunday newspapers.

Thank you!
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Jacob’s Journey
JACOB'S JOURNEY will resume in the
fall, We have spent several years going
through the Bible; from Genesis, the
Exodus, the Tabernacle,the Kings, the
Gospels, the Acts, the letters, and now
we are just about finished with the New
Testament.
The Bible is rich in
wonderful stories which teach us more
about God and His great truths. We
would like to invite new members to join
us for these interesting studies. This
fall, we will be opening the pages of the
"mysterious" book of Revelation to see
why it is the only book which issues a
blessing on the person who reads this
prophecy. It is a revelation made by

Jesus Christ which God gave to him to
d i s c l o se t o Hi s c h i l d r e n o n
earth.
These are the opening
statements of Revelation which lets us
know that this book is of prime
importance. It reveals from whom it
was issued, and why, and that we can
expect blessings in our study.
If we are to receive an understanding
in the study of this book sent to us by
God, himself, through the Son,
then we should all be keenly
interested in knowing what
God
has
considered
so
important
that
He
clearly
issues a blessing for those
who read and find out.
Come

Thanks from Pastor Lynn to:




So many people who assisted with
worship during Lent and Easter
weekend: actors, readers, singers,
pray-ers, altar guild, choir, ushers,
acolytes, greeters, gardeners, and
anyone I may have inadvertently left
out



In short, thanks to all of you for
making Lent and Easter Sunday
mean something special to all of us
at Hope



Thanks to all who have given to
purchase a Family Farm through
ELCA Good Gifts program. We
made it beyond the goal of $715!
Good job, all!



Thanks to Edith Regan’s daughter,
Ramona Tucker for approximately
22 large boxes of “goodies” to help
with Operation Christmas Child
Shoeboxes.

So many people who brought soup and
sometimes dessert, bought bread, set
up, cleaned up for our soup suppers



So many people who worked to make
the Memorial Garden beautiful for
Easter sunrise worship



So many people who showed up to
participate in Lenten worship,
Sundays and mid-week
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Members Who Are Homebound or Residing in Care Facilities
Johanna Barrett – Home
Ginny Cameron – Home
Sebastian D’Auria – Home
Joan Layton – Home

Dorothy Scianna – Crystal Gem
Manor, Crystal River
Karen Summers – Home
Ruby Wagner – Barrington Place

Personal Money Autobiography
At the March Congregational Council
meeting, we discussed the concern that
income is not matching expenses. We
have worked consistently to pare
expenses and continue to look for ways
to spend the funds we have in a wise
manner.
A Stewardship resource from the ELCA
is titled Rediscover Macedonia: A spirit
of gratitude and generosity. Based on
Paul’s letter praising the commitment
and sacrifice of the people of
Macedonia, he invited the people of
Corinth to follow their example.
“Brothers and sisters, we want to let
you know about the grace of God that
was given to the churches of
Macedonia.
While they were being
tested by many problems, their extra

amount of happiness and their extreme
poverty resulted in a surplus of rich
generosity.”
The council decided to invite members
to use this resource, especially the
Personal Money Autobiography
questions. There are 16 questions, and
each week, one of the questions will be
in the bulletin. The four questions for
the month will be in the newsletter.
We hope that at the end of four
months, all members will have used
the questions to consider how and why
they give what they give to the
ministry of Hope.
At the end of the four months, we will
gather as a congregation to share our
personal discoveries, probably with a
pot luck meal.

Mother’s Day Luncheon
There will be a Mother’s Day luncheon to celebrate mothers and all women who
have had an impact on our lives. The menu isn’t ready yet so be sure to read you
weekly bulletin.
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Writing a Personal Money Autobiography
(ELCA Rediscover Macedonia)
Writing a personal money autobiography
is an important step in expressing one’s
stewardship journey. The process reveals
one’s attitudes, behaviors and feelings
about money. How does one go about
writing a money autobiography? In this
activity it is important to focus on
different points in your life (childhood,
adolescence, young adult, mature adult,
etc.) Take a sheet or two of blank paper
and write out your responses to the
questions below. Reflect on these
experiences
and
how
spe cific
understandings
developed.
After
reflection you may want to write this into
a chronological or topical sequence.
Always be aware that money is only one
aspect of being a steward.

May’s four questions to add to your
personal autobiography:
5. What role did money play in your
life as a young adult? How was this
influenced by a spouse or co-workers?
6. If applicable, how did your
relationship with money change when
you became a parent?
7. What is your happiest memory in
connection with money?
8. What is your unhappiest memory in
connection with money?

Family Members in the Military
We remember & pray for those who
protect our liberty by serving in the
military.



Edith Regan’s daughter:
Senior Chief Phyllis Thomas



John & Margarita Chiappetta’s son:
Luis Jimemez





Janet Esworthy’s nephew:
Major Marc Orndorff

Edith Regan’s grandson:
AMAA Taylor Tucker going to
Aviation school in Norfolk, VA



Joan Klotz’s two grandsons:
Brian Lucas and Kevin Lucas



Vivian Matthews’ granddaughter:
Capt. Kari Matthews

Please let the church office know of
others we can add to this list.
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Council Minutes for March 19, 2014 Meeting
1. Call to Order at 7:10 PM- Victor Kahler,
President
2. Roll Call - Steven Northsea, Secretary
President Victor Kahler (present)
Vice President Russ Telfer (present)
Secretary Steven Northsea (present)
Treasurer Deacon Diane Kahler
(present)
Council
Member Deacon John
Chiappetta (present)
Council Member Aida Diaz (present)
Council Member Constance DeTuerkTelfer (present)
Council Member Casey Gaylardo (not
present)
Council Member Vivian Matthews
(present)
Council Member Dick Regan (present)
Council Member Harold Skidmore
(present)
Council Member Renate Wilms-Rovin
(present)
Pastor Lynn Fonfara (present)
3. Devotions - Confirmation Faith Stories
4. Guests - None
5. Adoption of the March 11th Agenda
A. Additions/Corrections - Added
Committee Liaisons to new business.
B. Acceptance of agenda as amended
was moved by Russ, seconded by Renate, and
passed unanimously.
6.
Secretary Report of the February 19th
Council meeting
A. Additions/Corrections
B. Acceptance as written was moved by
Renate, seconded by John and passed
unanimously.
7. Report of the Treasurer
A. Questions/Concerns
B. Acceptance as written was moved by
Renate, seconded by Vivian and passed
unanimously.
8. Report of the Pastor (see attached report)

A. Questions and Concerns
B. Any items needing Council
approval. It was moved by Steve, seconded by
Renate and passed unanimously to approve
Pastor's requests for Continuing Education
and Vacation leaves.
9. Reports of Church Committees by Council
Liaisons
A. Christian Service
Evangelism/Stewardship (3rd
Monday at 10:30 am) (see attached report)
First Saturday - No report
Family Activities - Lenten soup
suppers and a memorial breakfast for Leroy
Drew were held.
B. Christian Education (3rd Sunday)
Education - Nothing new to
report
Youth Ministry - (See attached
report)
Adult Ministry - Nothing new to
report
C. Christian Worship
Worship and Music (Quarterly) A meeting was held to discuss the casual
service and it was decided it should be
decidedly different from the regular Sunday
services. It was decided to have
a contemporary confession, all music
from Worship and Praise book, more
contemporary scriptures, and fewer readings.
D. Administration
Property - (See attached report)
Long Range Planning - No
report
Finance - No report
Personnel - Recommended to
stop the search for a pianist and will split the
pianist salary between the choir director and
organist to do that job. Renate moved, Harold
seconded and it passed unanimously. Also
recommended to allow direct deposit of
payroll checks. Steve moved, Renate seconded
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Council Minutes for March (Continued)
and passed unanimously.
Memorial - No report
Endowment - The committee needs
suggestions for use of money this year. One
included digital signing at the church. Russ
moved, Constance seconded and it passed
unanimously to contact the expert on the tape
machine and find out the cost of digitalizing our
equipment.
10. Old Business
A. Audit Committee - Financial audit is
nearly complete with no discrepancies found in
the main books.
B. Congregation Report Has been
amended to reflect accurate data and
resubmitted.
11. New Business
A. Council Liaisons to committees were
appointed as follows:
Evangelism/Stewardship - Steve
Northsea
Family Activities - Renate WilmsRovin
First Saturday - Victor Kahler
Christian Education (Children and
Adult) Pastor Lynn
Youth Ministry - Ada Diaz
Worship and Music - Deacon John
Chiappetta
Property - Victor Kahler
Finance - Harold Skidmore
Personnel - Deacon Diane Kahler
Memorial - Russ Telfer
Endowment - Richard Regan
Altar Guild - Casey Gaylardo
B. John pointed out that information was
not appearing in local newspapers as it had in
the past. Renate was appointed to work with
Francine Richard to help her gather
information to put into press releases and
to
distribute the press releases digitally to the
various local newspapers.
12. Consent Agenda (None)
13. Current Meeting Highlights for Newsletter

and Bulletin
1. Council Liaisons to committees
were appointed as follows:
Evangelism/Stewardship
Steve Northsea
Family Activities - Renate
Wilms-Rovin
First Saturday - Victor Kahler
Christian Education (Children
and Adult) Pastor Lynn
Youth Ministry - Ada Diaz
Worship and Music - Deacon
John Chiappetta
Property - Victor Kahler
Finance - Harold Skidmore
Personnel - Deacon Diane
Kahler
Memorial - Russ Telfer
Endowment - Richard Regan
Altar Guild - Casey Gaylardo
2. Stopped the search for a pianist and
will split the pianist salary between
the choir director and organist to do
that job.
3. Will explore replacing the tape
equipment with digital equipment.
4. Financial audit is nearly complete
with no discrepancies found in the
main books.
14. Devotions for April Meeting - Easter
Moment Faith Stories
15. Adjournment and Prayer . Dick moved,
Renate seconded and passed unanimously to
adjourn at 9:20 PM. Pastor led the closing
prayers.
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Jacob’s Journey
JACOB'S JOURNEY will resume in the
fall, We have spent several years going
through the Bible; from Genesis, the
Exodus, the Tabernacle,the Kings, the
Gospels, the Acts, the letters, and now
we are just about finished with the New
Testament.
The Bible is rich in
wonderful stories which teach us more
about God and His great truths. We
would like to invite new members to
j o i n u s f o r t he se i nt e r e st i n g
studies. This fall, we will be opening
the pages of the "mysterious" book of
Revelation to see why it is the only book
which issues a blessing on the person
who reads this prophecy.
It is a
revelation made by Jesus Christ which
God gave to him to disclose to His

children on earth.
These are the
opening statements of Revelation which
lets us know that this book is of prime
importance. It reveals from whom it
was issued, and why, and that we can
expect blessings in our study.
If we are to receive an understanding
in the study of this book sent to us by
God, himself, through the Son, then we
should all be keenly interested in
knowing what God has considered so
important that He clearly issues a
blessing for those who read and find
out. Come and find out what this endtime message is all about when we
resume classes in the fall.
Anita
O'Donnell

Operation Christmas Child 2014—SHOEBOX Ministry
Our shoebox ministry for this year has
begun? We will be collecting items to fill
the shoeboxes until November 5.
Some of the items we are requesting are
personal hygiene items (toothbrush,
toothepaste, mild bar soap, washcloth
and comb and brush).
Also items that can be purchased are
small toys, coloring books, crayons,
colored pencils, pencils and erasers,
pencil sharpeners, harmonicas, child
size socks and underwear (for children
ages 2-14).
No liquid items and no military type

toys (play guns or soldiers). These items
are NOT allowed.
There will be a collection box in Luther
Hall to place your donated items for the
shoebox ministry.
THANK YOU for your support on this
ministry here at HOPE!

Carole Warden
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Martyr Moments …….. Saint Monica
Martyr Moments
Saint Monica
Born Algeria 331AD-Died in Rome
387AD
Monica was an early Christian saint and
mother of St. Augustine of Hippo. She is
remembered and renovated for her
outstanding Christian virtue particularly
the suffering against the adultery of her
husband, Patritius, and a prayful life
dedicated to the reformation of her son,
Augustine, who wrote extensively of her
pious acts and life.
Patritius was a pagan with an official
position in present day Souk Ahras,
Algeria. He was a man with a violent
temper. Monica’s sweetness, her alms
deeds and her habits of prayer annoyed
him. Monica bore 3 children-Augustine,
Navigius and daughter, Perpetua. She
was unable to have them baptized until
Augustine fell very ill and Patritius gave

Did You Ever Wonder….?
Did you ever wonder why we use lilies at
Easter? Jesus singled out the lily as a
sign of faith in God’s grace. White lilies
used in conjunction with the Virgin Mary
or other saints indicate meekness and
purity, an accent derived from the Song
of Solomon. The fleu-de-lis is a variety of
lily and is meant to suggest royalty.

his permission. After Augustine
recovered he rescinded his permission.
Augustine was a lazy wayward young
man. But for 17 years Monica persued
him to become a Christian. Augustine
did become a Christian as did his
father. Augustine wrote of his mother
in Confessions 6.2.2:
“In place of a basket filled with fruits
of the earth, she had learned to bring
to the oratories of the martyrs a heart
full of purer petitions, and to give all
that she could to the poor-so that the
communion of the Lord’s body might
be rightly celebrated in those places,
where, after the example of His
passion, the martyrs had been
sacrificed and crowned.”
The city of Santa Monica, California is
name for Monica.
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Council Highlights from April 16, 2014 Council Meeting
1. Members are still necessary to join
the Evangelism/ Stewardship and
Finance committees. Volunteers are
necessary to revitalize Hope's efforts in
these areas. Members interested in
helping out should contact Steve
Northsea or Pastor Lynn.
2. Liaisons to all the committees were
appointed
Education: Steve Northsea
Family Activities, Finance
Personnel: Diane Kahler
Memorial: Sandra Meslow

and

Property: Dick Regan
Stewardship/Evangelism:
ConstanceDeTuerk-Telfer/ Kim
Williams
Social Services: Renate Wilms-Rovin
Worship: John Chiappetta
3. Congregation members are urged to
look for visitors and make sure they feel
included. Sitting with them during the
service and help with an unfamiliar
setting would be a nice gesture. Invite
them to join you at coffee hour.

Thank You
Thank you to Victor, Dick and Russ for
our eggs made to order and the
pancakes at our Eater breakfast!
GREAT JOB guys!
Thank you to all who helped make this
year’s Easter egg hunt a success! Even
with the drizzle and rain, we had over
20 children show up to hunt eggs and
collect the great baskets made by
Deacon John, Kelly Murphy and Carole
Warden. Thanks to Aida Diaz for
bringing donuts for the workers. Thank
you to our youth for helping.
Thank you, Pastor Lynn, for
refreshing Easter sunrise service.

a

Thanks to Kerry Reed for cleaning up
after all the Holy week activities.

Thanks to Renate Wilms-Rovin for
making the memorial garden special
with the flowers planted to enhance our
enjoyment of the early morning service
on Easter.
Thank you to Diane Kahler for ordering
and delivering the Easter lilies for our
Easter service. They were beautiful.
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LSF Expands Head Start
Head Start is a program designed to
help childre n in economically
depressed situations gain the skills
needed to begin school at the same
level as their peers.
Head Start is not a free baby-sitting
service. Parents can enroll their
children in Head Start only if they are
gainfully employed or a full-time
student. This is the type of ministry at
which Lutheran Services Florida excels:
a ministry that offers people in need a
path to self-sufficiency rather than
simply a handout.

30 years. This Gold Seal program has
enabled LSF to bring healing, hope and
help to the children of this impoverished
area, and that program set the stage for
a major expansion of Head Start services
in other areas of the state.
Last year, LSF was awarded the
contract to begin operating Head Start
in Pinellas County, and just last month
LSF was awarded a contract to operate
the Head Start centers in Duval County.
There is more expansion on the horizon.

LSF has successfully operated the
PEPPI (Preschool Education Program
with Parental Involvement) Head Start
Program in Belle Glade for more than

Known Birthdays and Anniversaries for May
Birthdays
5 Richard Warden
8 Sebastian D’Auria
10 Stan Miller
Hazel Rienstra
11 Aida Diaz
12 Ann Becwar
Marlene Collins
13 David Becwar
24 Kelly Murphy
29 Lillian Taylor
30 Francesca Serrano

Anniversaries
2 David & Alice Doyle (61)
Harold & Kay Schaller (17)
5 Harold & Jane Skidmore (35)
Richard & Carole Warden (44)
7 Ted & Lynn Polack(21)
8 Jim & Sue Hovis (49)
23 Brian & Dee Forsyth (27)
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Those Who Will Assist in Worship in May for 10am Service
Communion Assistants and Acolytes
4 - Dee Forsyth/Luis Diaz
11- Renate Wilms-Rovin/Kelly Haines
18 - Kris Brock/Deacon John Chiappetta
25– Jackie Dean/Emilio Del Valle

Assisting Ministers
4- Deacon Diane Kahler
11 – Steve Northsea
18 – Deacon John Chiapetta
25 – Anthony Diaz

Altar Guild

Margarita Chiappetta
Margaret DeWalt
Casey Garlardo
Deacon Diane Kahler

Guest Greeter
Janice Pitre

Nursery

4- Janice Pitre
11 - Judy Thomason
18 - TBA
25 - Ann Becwar

Lay Readers

4- Lee Pitre
11 - Yvonne Popke
18 - Emilio Del Valle
25 - Steve Northsea

Ushers for the Month
Rita & Ron Cowan

Greeters

Nancy & Stanley Miller

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00a Sunday School
CR2
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

25 Communion

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00a Sunday School
CR2
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

18 Communion

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00a Sunday School
CR2
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

11 Communion

4

Mon

Tue

10:30a Sunday’s Coming CR1

26

10:30a Sunday’s Coming CR1
10:30a Evangelism/
Stewardship
6:30p Boy Scouts

19

10:30a Sunday’s Coming CR1
6:30p Boy Scouts

27

20

13

7:00p Confirmation

10:30a Sunday’s Coming CR1
6:30p Boy Scouts

12

6

5

May 2014

Communion
8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00a Sunday School
CR2
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

Sun

10:30a Wisdom Seekers
CR2
1:00p Art Group

28

10:30a Wisdom Seekers
CR2
1:00p Art Group
7:00p Council Mtg

21

10:30a Wisdom Seekers
CR2
1:00p Art Group

14

10:30a Wisdom Seekers
CR2
1:00p Martha Circle
CR3
1:00p Art Group

7

Wed

7:00p Choir Reh.

29

6:30p Cub Scouts
7:00p Choir Reh.

22

6:30p Cub Scouts
7:00p Choir Reh.

15

6:30p Cub Scouts
7:00p Choir Reh.

8

6:30p Cub Scouts
7:00p Choir Reh.

1

Thu

30

23

16

9

2

Fri

31

24

17

10

3

Sat

