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Why Does It Take So
Long?
This is the question I often
hear about the transition
process, and it certainly is
understandable. We all
want to get on with forming
the call committee and
start
interviewing
and
selecting a new pastor.
However to do the process
well, in good order, and
with careful consideration
is essential. When the call
process and the transition
steps are skipped or short
changed, there are often
serious
problems
afterwards with the call.
The congregation needs to
be aware of its own
resources
to
support
ministry and be clear about
its mission. It also needs to
know
what
are
the
strengths
and
shortcomings, what are the
skills
and
expectations
necessary
for
pastoral
leadership.

Today ministry is much
different than the “good
old
days”
when
congregations were the
center
of
their
communities. The society
and culture surrounding
us is very different. We
need to discern what all
of that means as we look
forward to our ministry
and our leadership.
The transition checklist
recommended by the
Synod is not a set of
hurdles meant to slow us
down. But rather a set of
guidelines
and
an
opportunity to study and
be ready to call a pastor
in this changing world.
This is provided and
recommended so that the
call process can proceed
in a careful, informed,
and deliberate way.
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Pastor’s Message (Cont.)
It helps us get a clear
picture
of
our
congregation, its needs,
the mission before us to
serve our community and
the
reasonable
expectations we can have

of
new
leadership.

pastoral

Having been a consultant
in several Synods, I can
tell you that not preparing
properly for a call too
often leads to conflict. I
appreciate the hard work
and diligence which council
and our leaders are
putting in to do this
necessary process, and I
appreciate the members
of this congregation who
have participated in the
retreats,
forums,
and
surveys to help make it
happen. We are close to
completion
of
the
transition guidelines.
The next step will be
consultation
with
our
partners at the Synodical
level to form this call
committee.

“Patience is a virtue.”
Diligence and care will
serve Hope well.
In Christ,
Pastor Dave
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Mother’s Day

Council Officers &
Members

There will be a Mother’s
Day luncheon on May
14 after the 10am worship to celebrate mothers and all women who
have had an impact on
our lives. There is a sign
up sheet in the Narthex
for 3 kinds of tuna salad, 3 kinds of chicken
salad, and 3 kinds of egg
salad. There will also be
a green salad and some
chips to go along with
the celebration. Don’t
want to make a salad?
How
about
a
“special” dessert.
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Highlights from Council Meeting April 12,2017
1. Council agreed to sponsor a workshop
and become a dementia friendly church.

6. Accepted the audit of the church
finances indicating all was in order.

2. Council reviewed the Hope Disaster Plan
and will complete the exit and
safe area maps as well as the telephone
tree by the next meeting.

7. Reviewed the transition check list
which is almost complete.

3. Council discussed the results of workshops to date and the mission forms filled
out by congregation members.
4. Council voted unanimously to recommend the following mission statement to
the congregation for approval: “We are
called to welcome all through our words
and actions, sharing the love of Christ and
the Gospel made known through the word
of God.”
5. Council voted unanimously to recommend the following five principles to the
congregation for approval:
A. Jesus is Lord and Savior.
B. Share God’s love with all people.
C. We are to be God’s servants to the
world – (addressing injustice and struggles
that are social, moral, economic, and legal.)
D. We are all ministers of the Gospel and
we encourage others to be the same.
E. We are to continue growing in our faith,
offering opportunities for learning, joyful
worship, and opportunities for service.
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Did You Ever Wonder?
Did you ever wonder what that
strange, plastic, yellow thingy is
now in our kitchen and sits in the
potato chips? It’s a chips picker
upper instead of putting everyone’s fingers into the chips (which
isn’t very clean or healthy) or a
large spoon that off times spills
the chips. This handy tool was donated by Dee, bless her heart. Be
sure to tell her thank-you.

Council Minutes
Hope Evangelical Church Council Minutes

March 8, 2017
1. Call to order 8:00 pm/remarks
2. Roll call
Pastor Bradford P; Steve Northsea P; Hans Witter P; Victor Kahler P; Harold Skidmore P; Renate WilmsRovin P; Julia Southard P; Larry Casper P; Judy Howe A; Sandra Meslow A; Meredith Press P; Emilio De Valle
P; Diane Kahler P; Casey Gaylardo A
3. Devotion – Meeting followed Lenten Service and devotion not necessary for sake of
time.
4. Opening Prayer - Given by Pastor Dave
5. Visitors – There were no visitors
6. Adoption of the March 8, 2017 Agenda
a. Additions/corrections
b. Approved
After additions were added to the Agenda, there was a motion made and seconded to accept same with the
additions. Motion passed unanimously.
7. Secretary Report of February 8, 2017
a. Additions/corrections
b. Approved
After correction to the minutes showing that Diane Kahler was not present at the February meeting, a motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as corrected. Motion passed unanimously.
8. Report of the Treasurer
a. Questions/concerns
b. Accepted
After a discussion regarding the budget, there was a motion made and seconded to accept the financial report as presented. Motion passed unanimously.
9. Report of Pastor
Pastor Dave passed out a letter of mission support from Bishop Schaefer.
Pastor Dave’s review with the Synod will be scheduled after the Easter season.
An interim Bishop for the Florida Bahama Synod has been appointed. The interim Bishop, Rev. Marcus
Lohrmann comes to us from the Northwest Ohio Synod. He was with the Ohio Synod for 18 years before
retiring.Until October to give the Synod time to elect a new Bishop. The Synod Assembly has been scheduled for October 12 thru 14. We will need to elect our delegates in June or July.
Pastor Dave said that we really need to see what our Mission as a church is. To that end, Pastor will make an
assignment sheet for all council members so they can start on that endeavor.
10. Reports of Council Liaison
1. Outreach Committee (Liaison – Renate) – No written report was given however, Renate advised that there
will be no Easter egg hunt this year. They are going to try to have a movie regarding the Reformation
2. Finance Committee (Liaison – Hans) – No meeting
3. Worship Committee (Liaison – Harold) – No meeting3.
4. Digital Committee (Liaison – Steve) – Report attached
5. Long Range Planning (Liaison – Casey) Two motions to be discussed under
new business
6. Property (Liaison – Vic) - Report attached
11. Old Business
1. 2017 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Leaders;
2. Vision and Expectations;
3. Preparing for Disaster
Most council members reviewed the above three documents.
We will be looking for volunteers to help establish a disaster plan for the church and to get our telephone
tree back in action.
4. Transition – The church’s insurance policies have been reviewed by the Long Range Planning Committee
and reported to the council that they are adequate. The treasurer reported that we may be over insured in
a couple of areas and she will be taking a look at that.
It will be reported to the Synod as part of our transition process that our insurance is up-to-date and adePage 4

Minutes (cont.)
quate.
12. New Business
1. LRP recommendation to call full time pastor; - The Long Range Planning Committee has recommended to the
council that we call a full time pastor for a 5 year period.
2. LRP recommendation for a Capital Fundraising Plan; - The Long Range Planning Committee also recommended to the council that a Capital Campaign be set up to raise money to pay for the pastor. They advised that
the church would need to raise $30,000 more a year to be able to afford a full time pastor. This will now be
turned over to the Finance Committee to work on the Capital Campaign.
There was a motion made and seconded that we look for a full time pastor for a 5 year term and start a Capital Campaign to raise money to help pay same. The motion passed yes 9 no 1 with three council members not
present.
3. Disposition of Funds; - The church made $276 from the Tim and Annie’s Gospel Music concert. There was
a motion made that the money be sent to SOS. After some discussion, there being no second to the motion,
the discussion was tabled to the council meeting in April.
4. Synod and new Bishop; - See Pastor’s Report
5. Synod Assembly; - See Pastor’s Report
13. Consent Agenda
1. Barbara has requested June 15, 16, 19 and 20 as days of vacation, Connie
Detuerk has agreed to cover the office;
2. Boy Scouts using Luther Hall on Saturday, March 18 for their Blue and Gold
Event;
There was a motion made and seconded to accept the above two Consent Agenda items. Motion passed unanimously.
14. Meeting Highlights for Newsletter and Bulletin – Council Highlights March 8, 2017
1. Reviewed Bishop Schaefer's letter of mission support which will be published in the newsletter.
2. Received word through Pastor Dave that an Interim Bishop has been appointed for the Florida-Bahamas
Synod. He is Rev. Marcus Lohrmann. Bishop Lohrmann comes to this interim position after retiring in July,
2016, following 18 years as the bishop of the Northwest Ohio Synod. The June Synod assembly has been
postponed until October 12-14 2017. By doing this, there will only be one assembly this year, and the election
of a new Bishop will take place at that time. The Synod Assembly will still be held at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Kissimmee. Hope needs to elect delegates to this assembly in June or July at the latest.
3. As required reviewed the 2017 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered leaders, Vision and Expectation, and
Hope's Insurance and found it adequate. Most council members also reviewed the Preparing for Disaster
Document and we are seeking volunteers to help write Hope's disaster plan and re-establish Hope's telephone tree. Please see Steve Northsea to volunteer to help.
4. By a 9-1 (with three council members excused absences) vote passed a motion out of Long Range Planning
to call a full time pastor for a five year term and to initiate a capital fundraising program to insure the congregation can support a leader who can enable Hope's congregation members to grow and continue their missions.
5. Passed a motion to support and allow Boy Scouts to use Luther hall for their annual Blue and Gold banquet
on Saturday March 18.
15. Adjournment – A motion was made and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. Motion passed
unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 9:05. Deacon Diane lead us in prayer.
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Special Congregational Meeting
Dear Congregation,
In order to select a call committee, we must complete our transition check list
which includes congregational approval of our purpose statement and five principles. We will hold a special congregational meeting at 9:30 am on Sunday,
May 14 in the Sanctuary to approve the following:
Purpose Statement: : “We are called to welcome all through our words and actions, sharing the love of Christ and the Gospel made known through the word
of God.”
Five Principles:
1.
Jesus is Lord and Savior.
2.
Share God’s love with all people.
3.
We are to be God’s servants to the world – (addressing injustice
and struggles that are social, moral, economic and legal.)
4.
We are all ministers of the Gospel and we encourage others to be
the same.
5.
We are to continue growing in our faith, offering opportunities for
learning, joyful worship, and opportunities for service.
The above are motions out of council and do not require motions or seconds.
We need a simple up or down vote of the congregation. If the ayes have it then
we are finished. If these are voted down then we will return the motion to council after seeking more input from congregation members and rewrite.
Sunday School will not meet on this day.

Thank you in advance for attending this meeting and helping us move along to
calling a new pastor.
Steve Northsea,
Congregation President
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May Celebrations
Birthdays
We have a birthday/anniversary
file but it needs updating!
If you have a birthday or anniversary date that you would like
published in future newsletters,
please contact the church office.

Birthdays
5 Richard Warden
10 Stan Miller
11 Aida Diaz
12 Marlene Collins

Anniversaries
2 David & Alice Doyle (64)
Harold & Kay Schaller (20)
5 Harold & Jane Skidmore (38)
Richard & Carole Warden (47)
23 Brian & Dee Forsyth (30)

Mothers’ Day Wish
Happy Mother’s Day To all the
MOTHERS out there– whether you
are a Past, Present, or Soon to-beMom.
May your day be filled with love,
joy, and laughter.
Carole Warden

Martyr Moments
John Eliot
Missionary to the Indians
(c1604-May 21, 1690)
John Eliot, was a Puritan missionary to the American Indians who
some called “the apostle to the Indians.” Born in Widford, England,
he emigrated to Boston, Mass. arranging passage as a chaplain on
the ship Lyon arriving Nov 3, 1631.
He became the minister and
“teaching elder” at the First
Church in Roxbury. He was the
teacher for 60 years and sole pastor for 40 years at First Church.
With the help of a captured Algonquin native Eliot was able to translate the Ten Commandments, the
Lord’s Prayer, the Bible and other
scripture and prayers into the native language. He strove to consolidate Native Americans into 14
towns of “Praying Indians”. Eliot
died at the age of 85 leaving a
family of 5 sons and 1 daughter.
His last words were “welcome joy”.
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Easter Banners
Here’s Julia Southard and Pat
Kessel applying the finishing
touches on the beautiful banners
that are adorning Hope for the
Easter Season.
(Photos courtesy of Carole Warden)
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Homebound Members
Hope’s Homebound members are:
Helen Van Horn
Joan Layton

Dollars and Sense
From the Treasurer’s Desk:
Regular Offering
Communion
3/5 $2924
71
3/12 $1616
64
3/19 $4933
64
3/26 $2325
71

SOS THANK YOU!
I would like to thank the congregation on behalf of the SOS for
half the proceeds from the Tim
and Annie concert. Also thank you
for your weekly donation of food,
hygiene products, and cash. Because of you, 263 families enjoyed
a ham dinner with all of the trimmings for Easter.
You are a most generous congregation!
Yours in Christian love,
Respectfully,
Casey Gaylardo

Total Inflow: $12281
Total Outflow: $9431
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Hope

Lutheran

Church

Proper-

ty Highlights for January 2017 to
March 2017

I would like to thank, Dick Regan
(for
pond
maintenance), (Steve Northsea for programming our sign) Renate-WilmsRovin, Barbara Decker, Kerry
Reed, Diane Kahler, Jim Earl, Luis
Diaz,
Bill
Kessel,
Dean Varty, Harold Skidmore, Eber
hardt Rues, Judy Thomason, Steve
Kasco,
and
Bob
AdamsWe recorded (232 hours)
since our last report which does
not include the sign programming or
pond maintenance time.
Put all our Christmas equipment
away
Mover our podium to Hans Witter’s
shop for renovation and setup a
temp podium
Replaced burned out lights with
LED bulbs and failed T12 florescent with T8 florescent lights,
We will continue to change over to
LED and T8 lighting as needed
Performed weekly pond filter
maintenance
Cleared the grounds of windblown
debris
Volume 43 Issue 5

Removed leaves with our leaf vacuum
Replaced rotted landscape timbers with
concrete pavers on our 12 foot entrance flower box
Removed problems from our church’s
outlook mail
Changed all the church air filters
Checked all exit signs and emergency
lights
Prepare our mowers for the grass cutting season and replaced the battery on
the Gravely mower
Cleaned up the Memorial Garden
Removed the temp podium and reinstalled the beautifully renovated podium
For those who may be reading this report in our newsletter and are interested in doing some work for the Lord,
come and visit us. You will find a friendly and loving congregation at Hope Lutheran and we have a lot of things to do
here.
May the spirit and blessing of our savior be with you
Victor Kahler – Property chair person
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Willing Recipients
A young graduate longed for a certain sports car and knew his dad
could afford it. So on the big day,
he was infuriated to receive instead a leather- bound, embossed
Bible. He threw it down and left for
good.
Years later, after his father died,
the son entered his father’s study
with sorrow and regret. Sorting
through his belongings, he found
the gift and this highlighted verse:
“If you then, who are evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father
who is in heaven give good things to
those who ask him!” (Matthew 7: 11,
ESV).
Suddenly something dropped from
the back of the Bible: a key with a
tag from the dealer of the car he’d
wanted long ago. On the tag was his
graduation date and the words
“Paid in Full”.
How often we miss out on God’s
generous gifts because they come
“packaged” differently then we expect! At graduation- and throughout life- may we be open to every
gift God bestows on us with a Father’s deep love.
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Quotable Quotes
“We crucify ourselves between two
thieves: regret for yesterday and
fear of tomorrow.” Fulton Oursler,
American journalist and author
(1893-2952)

“Whether you think you can, or you
think you can’t-you’re right.” Henry
Ford (1863-1947)
“Work is something you can count
on, a trusted, lifelong friend who
never deserts you.” Margaret
Bourke-White, American photojournalist (1904-1971)
“We think in generalities, but we
live in detail.” Alfred North Whitehead, British philosopher (18611947)
“Man must cease attributing his
problems to his environment, and
learn again to exercise his will-his
personal responsibility in the realm
of faith and morals.” Albert
Schweitzer, German-born missionary and Nobel laureate (18751965)
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Hope’s Prayer List
Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed so
that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton and Helen Van Horn

Please pray for:

¨ For comfort and grief:
Prayers for the families for all those who have passed away recently.

¨Prayer for serious health concerns:
For Jordan and Shirley Schecter for serious health issues. For Phoebe Raymond, friend of Joan Klotz. For Donald Markle in York, PA, who is battling
cancer. For Jennifer Tester, who has a rare cancer and for her family. For
Howard Stephens and Jay Treat, friends of Casey Gaylardo, both diagnosed
with cancer. For Allison Meslow, daughter-in-law of George and Sandra Meslow .For the uncle of Rhonda Del Valle. For Ralph, friend of Vic Kahler. Carolyn Dalton, the mother of Judy and David Howe’s daughter-in-law. Casey
Gaylardo’s brother-in-law Frank. Also for Casey’s sister, Dorothy who is seriously ill. Ulrich Rues. For Peggy and Bob Schade’s friend, Terry Bogard. For
Dee Forsyth’s friend, Bobby Lindstrom. For Stan Miller’s sister. For Zoe
Mosedale and her family for God’s light. For Doug and Spencer to know God.
¨ For healing and recovery
For Kay Schaller and Joyce Davis. For Karen Lalli and family who are going
though difficult divorce times. For Don, a co-worker, with health issues. For
Anthony Diaz, Lyle Kramp, Felicia Jaffee, dear friend of Linda Becker, prayers for healing both physically and emotionally. For Janice, daughter of Aida
and Luis Diaz. Emilo Del Valle, Renate Wilms-Rovin, Yvonne Popke, Ned Davis.
Matthew Kessel along with Rebecca and Sue Kessel, Linda Becker, Dianne
Carlson, Richard Kiefer, Austin Walters, and Raitza Reyes.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00AM Worship Services
for May.
Communion Assistants and Acolytes
7 Deacon John Chiappetta/Edith Regan
14 Dee Forsyth/Jackie Dean
21 Ron Press/Judy Howe
28 Rhonda Del Valle/
Renate Wilms-Rovin

Assisting Minister
7 Deacon John Chiappetta
14 Joyce Davis
21 Steve Northsea
28 Dee Forsyth

Guest Greeter
Judy Howe
Altar Guild
Margarita Chiappetta
Margaret DeWalt
Casey Gaylardo
Diane Kahler
Vivian Matthews
Julia Southard

Nursery
Please see an usher for assistance

Lay Readers
7 Ron Press
14 Judy Thomason
21 Steve Northsea
28 Jackie Dean

Greeters
Julia Southard
Charlene Hicklin

Ushers for the Month
Russ Telfer
Luis Diaz

8:00a Spoken
Worship
9:00a Sunday Sch
9:15a Children’s
Sunday School
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

28Communion
Hall

23

MAY 2017

OFFICE
CLOSED

30
29
Memorial Day 9:30a Quilters Luther

Kerry 6a-2p Luther Hall

6:30p Brownies CR2
6:30p Boy Scouts

22

Communion
8:00a Sp Worship/Healing
9;00a Sunday Sch
9:15a Children’s
Sunday School
10:00a Worship/
Healing
11:15a Fellowship

21

9:30a Quilters Luther
Hall

6:30p Brownies CR2
6:30p Boy Scouts

Kerry 6a-2p Luther Hall

16

9

7:00p Outreach Committee

9:30a Quilters Luther
Hall

2

Tue

15

Kerry 6a-2p Luther

6:30p Brownies CR2
6:30p Boy Scouts

4:30p Long Range
Planning

8

1

Mon

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:30a Special Congregational Meeting
10:00a Worship
11:15a Mother’s Day
Luncheon

14Communion

8:00a Spoken Worship/
9:00a Sunday
School CR2
9:15a Children’s
Sunday School
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

7Communion

Sun

31

24

17

7:00p Council Meeting

9:00a Citrus
County Blessings

10

7:00p Digital Committee

3

Wed

EVENTS

7:00p Choir Rehearsal

6:30p Cub Scouts

27

7:00p Choir Rehearsal

6:30p Cub Scouts

25

7:00p Choir Rehearsal

6:30p Cub Scouts

18

6:30p Cub Scouts
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

11

6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00p Choir Rehearsal

4

Thu

SUBJECT

Kerry 6a-noon
Luther Hall

28

Kerry 6a-noon
Luther Hall

26

Kerry 6a-noon
Luther Hall

19

Kerry 6a-noon
Luther Hall

12
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Fri

TO CHANGE

4:30p Informal Worship

29

4:30p Informal Worshp

27

4:30p Informal Worship/
Healing

20

4:30p Informal Worship

2:00p-4:00p Blueberry
Fest

13

4:30p Informal Worship

6

Sat

