Hope’s Newsletter - May 2020
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known ”

Pastor’s Message
That’s a Good Thing
As I’ve been talking with members and regular
worshipers of Hope over the past weeks, a comment
present in most conversation is how deeply we miss
gathering with our Hope family for worship. I fully
agree. Sarah and I talk from time to time about how
joyous a return to full worship will be, and that there
will likely be many moist eyes. People have also
mentioned that this deep missing of our gatherings
with our church family is helping us to realize how
cherished and important those gatherings and our
church family are to us. Yes, I believe we’ve all
known that – but the sting of losing it for a time
makes the knowing deeper and fuller. That’s a good
thing. And that, I suppose, is where I want to remain
in these next paragraphs – at “That’s a good thing”.
What other good things are becoming more deeply and
fully apparent during this challenging, messy time?
Here are some thoughts about that …
I’ve always admired the skills and dedication of first
responders and hospital staff. But what I’ve seen
them doing in recent weeks leaves me awed and
humbled. We can only imagine what things would be
like if it weren’t for them. And the fact that “what
things would be like” is something we need to imagine
instead of experience – well, that’s a good thing.
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You’ve probably been hearing about the positive environmental impact of
the pandemic. With people in isolation, polluted skies are clearing, and animals are returning to places they left long ago. One striking image for me
was a video of a jellyfish swimming in a Venice canal. This is showing us
the heavy negative impact our normal day-to-day life on this planet has
had. Perhaps we will arrive at a new normal that includes a deeper understanding that humans are cohabitants of this earth. That’s a good thing.
How sad that there are people illegally capitalizing at the expense of others during these months. Let’s pray for them, that they would come to
know and live the way of Jesus. But by far, what we hear about and see
is the best in humankind as people address the needs of others. Generous
giving to make sure necessary food, equipment, and so on are available.
People providing hands-on distribution of those goods, for example through
trucking, and through handing out packages in a parking lot drive through
event. Teachers working hard to ensure that home learning can be accomplished. People finding a safe way to applaud and thank hospital staff and
others on the front line. And so on. We can become so jaded about the
human spirit when it was normal for the news to give us story after story
of violence, corruption, theft, etc. Recent months have shown us the
amazing capacity of the human spirit for goodness, compassion, and love.
That’s a good thing.
One more. I’m thinking of the song Big Yellow Taxi (which my son, Neil,
was amazed to recently learn was written by Joni Mitchell decades before
Counting Crows recorded it). As you may know, the song includes the
words “Don’t it always seems to go that you don’t know what you’ve got till
it’s gone.” I’m thinking about those words because of how much they do
not apply to Jesus, or to his church, neither of which will ever be
gone. During these challenging, messy days, when normal is gone and so
much is failing, we have come to know more fully and deeply that Jesus
and his church are the eternal, unshakable rock we stand on – the eternal,
compassionate grace that holds us. That’s a very good thing.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve
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Hope Will Remain Closed As We
Enter Into May
Perhaps you saw in the April 23 Chronicle the report on
the Covid-19 numbers in Citrus County. At that time there
were 92 confirmed cases (8 in Citrus Springs) and 9
deaths. Of the 92 cases, 35 were added in just the
preceding two weeks. The jump may be due to a spreading
of the virus, or the increased testing, or both. Regardless,
it indicates that we at Hope need to remain closed as we
move into May. The April 28 Chronicle reported 97 positive
cases, 11 deaths, and indicated that the death rate due
to Covid-19 per case is significantly higher in Citrus County
than the state-wide average due to the older age of the
population. Since this is true of our congregation as well,
and because of the other reported numbers, our closure is
currently planned for the entire month. In the meantime,
we will watch the progress of the outbreak. Knowing that
re-openings will be established and expanded, we will also
give thought to ways that the state’s required precautions
and our Synod’s guidelines can be put into place when public
worship resumes at Hope. During May, our normal office
hours will remain in effect: Monday through Thursday from
9am to 2pm. Please continue to be safe and in prayer.
Pastor Steve
Meredith Press, President

Thrivent Choice Dollars

Thrivent Choice Dollars are available from Thrivent to
those have certain policies and investments. These funds
can be designated to a variety of charities. Thank you to
the following that donated their Thrivent Choice Dollars to
Hope Lutheran during the month of March:
Victor Kahler
Diane Kahler
Jacquelyn Scott
For more information regarding this program, speak to
Deacon Diane or Pastor.
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Thank you Dawn Haskins (Meredith’s daughter) for
sharing your gifts for crafting and design with Hope. The
Christmas decorations that you refurbished are beautiful
and give us yet another reason to look forward to the
celebration of the birth of Immanuel. The generous
offering of your time and gifts is very much appreciated!
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This picture is of Pastor Steve giving Tyler
Thompson a check from Endowment to help
defray the costs of his trip to Washington.
Dollars and Sense from the Treasurer’s Desk: March 2020
Communion
Regular Offering
3/1
$3,033.
3/8
$1,335
3/15
$3,499
3/30
$2,102
Total inflow:
$12,656.76
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Sat. 4:30PM
21
16
15

Sun. 8AM
9
11
10

Total outflow:
$14,501.76

Sun. 10AM Total
60
90
41
68
48
73

Music Music Music
So, it appears that we are still in interruption mode. During my life, so far, I
have always tried to make the best of any difficult situation. I certainly credit
my faith in God for keeping me optimistic in situations that have been rough.
This pandemic is right up there on the top of the list of being rough!
Interestingly, it has been less difficult to be optimistic during this time, mainly
because I have come to trust God’s love for the best outcome in the midst of
tragedy. He gives me joy by providing me the opportunity to share and love
and laugh with my family and friends, even from a distance, because of the
technology that is available to us in 2020. When I consider how people dealt
with a pandemic in 1918, when my grandmother was just 4 years old, it makes
me grateful of all the modern conveniences we have today that makes being
quarantined that much easier to deal with.
Even though it is sad that we cannot for the time being, get together as the
body of Christ at Hope, we are still the body of Christ at our homes! That is
why the few of us; Pastor Steve, Sarah, Deacons Diane and John, Vic, Laura
Roberts, Sarah (Sallie) Haley, Carol and Gary Wygle and me, on various days
have gotten together at the church, while keeping safe distance in the
sanctuary have been able to make recordings of worship services for you all to
have the experience of togetherness. This is another reason that I am thankful
for technology that is available to us in 2020. I am thankful to the wonderful
souls that have been diligently trying to make the best of this difficult situation.
Thank you to Pastor, our wonderful church secretary, Debbie and all the others
who are working and planning and providing worship and hope and trust right
now!
For now, enjoy the services online. Sing along with the hymns because God
will still hear your voice! He is still with us and will never leave us!!
Yes, there are situations and things that are still inconvenient for us, but we can
still thank God for what we have and can do, while we wait, even if a little
impatiently, for things to become a new normal.
I pray that you all remain safe and healthy. Please continue taking care
of yourselves!!
With Christ’s Love,
Jacki Scott
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Hope’s 50 Anniversary
th

In 2021, Hope will be celebrating their 50
anniversary. The WELCA group has graciously
volunteered to plan the activities. They would love to
have volunteers from the congregation help them put
this all together. There will be many various
committees which WELCA will need help with. If you
would be willing to help with this wonderful event,
please let Debbie, the church secretary know. We will
start planning this event as soon as we are all able
to get together again which hopefully will be soon.
th

We have the history of the church from the beginning
of 1991 through May 18, 1997. If you have been a
member of Hope for several years or, just a short
time, WELCA would appreciate it if while you are in
isolation at home you could give thought to the
history of Hope, things you remember, things you did
during your time here, no matter what it might be.
Please write everything down so we could use it to
Help us compile Hope’s History to date.

WELCA is hoping everyone is taking precautions
and staying safe in these uncertain times. We
look forward to seeing all of you soon.
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Hope’s Diaper Drive
Once again we are sponsoring a diaper drive for SOS.
(Serving Our Savior) food pantry.
The final date and the celebration luncheon will be updated
when the dates have been determined.
Please bring packages of diapers and/or diaper wipes to
Luther Hall after the shutdown is over.
Thank you for your generous donations!
Let’s fill that van again as we did last year!

The new “Christ in Our Home” and “Our Daily
Bread” devotional booklets are available for pick
-up at Hope during the office hours of Monday
thru Thursday from 9:00am to 2:00pm.
QUOTABLE QUOTES…….
“Instead of being ashamed of what you’ve been through, be proud of what
you have overcome.” Dr. Phil McGraw
“We lie the loudest when we lie to ourselves.” Eric Hoffer, American
philosopher (1898-1983)
“Any fool can make things bigger, more complex, and more violent. It takes
a touch of genius-and a lot of courage-to move in the opposite direction.”
Albert Einstein, German born American physicist (1879-1955)
“When you align yourself with God’s purpose as described in the scriptures,
something special happens to your life.” Bono, Irish singer/song writer (born
5/10/60)
“Evil is the result of what happens when man does not have God’s love
present in his heart.” Albert Einstein
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50 Years of Love
What a gift it is to celebrate 50 years of love
Thankful for the ones who share our joy.
How precious to remember all the years we’ve left behind
As we welcome each new blessing still to come.
With faith and friends and family we laid a firm foundation
And we built a life that stood the test of time.
A story of our past is now a brightly-woven tapestry
Made with love and colored threads of gold.
Our souls complete each other, as hearts still beat as one
What a gift it is to celebrate 50 years of love!

Richard & Carole Warden
50 Years of Marriage
May 5, 1970 - 2020
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FLOWERS THAT DIDN’T HAPPEN…..
If you had donated money for altar flower or if you donated money for Easter
Lilies, it didn’t happen. You can ask for a refund or you can donate that money
to the church. If you want a refund, let Deacon Diane know. We still had an
Easter Morning! It was just a little different this year. Christ is still ALIVE.
AND HE IS ALIVE, INDEED.

May Celebrations:
Anniversaries:

Birthdays:

David and Alice Doyle on May 2
Harold and Katherine Schaller on May 2
Jane and Harold Skidmore on May 5
Richard and Carole Warden on May 5
Charlene and Jim Hicklin on May 13
Stan Miller on May 10
Meredith Press on May 10
Betty Tabor on May 10
Aida Diaz on May 11
Jane Hise on May 25
Jim Henry on May 28
Diana Carrera Esteves on May 31

Monthly AMVETS Spaghetti Dinner:
**CANCELLED**
As you know the AMVETS spaghetti dinner was
cancelled for March & April and since the
church will remain closed for May no dinner in
May either.
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During this virus outbreak time Citrus County Blessings will not
have any regular packing times. But, if you wish to volunteer,
you can call Christina Reed, the organizer, at 352/341-7707 to
set up your own time to pack.

DID YOU EVER WONDER….?
Dis you ever wonder the background of the hymn Praise God,
from Whom All Blessings Flow? The doxology.
Thomas Ken who has been called “England’s first hymnist”. He
was born in 1637 in Little Berkhampstead on the fringes of
greater London. When his parents died, he was raised by his
half-sister and her husband who enrolled him in Winchester College, an historic boys’ school. Thomas was later ordained to the
ministry and returned to Winchester as a chaplain.
To encourage the devotional habits of the boys, Thomas wrote 3
hymns in 1674. This was revolutionary because English hymns
had not yet appeared. Only the Psalms were sung in public worship. All 3 hymns ended with the Doxology.
In 1680, Thomas was appointed chaplain to England’s King
Charles II. It was a thankless job, as Charles kept a variety of
mistresses. Once the king asked to lodge a mistress in the
chaplain’s residents. Thomas rebuked him.
During the reign of the next king, James II, Thomas, by now a
bishop was sent to the Tower of London for his Protestant conviction. After his release, Thomas retired to the home of a
wealthy friend where he died on March 11, 1711. He was buried at sunrise and the Doxology was sung at his funeral. This
hymn can be found in the ELW on page 884.
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Prayer Concerns
Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be
listed so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf.
Please be aware that situations and conditions change but God
knows the need as you bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton
PRAYER REQUESTS
*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost
loved ones.
*Prayer for serious health concerns
For Richard Warden, For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For
Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of
Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark. For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane
Kahler. For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara, his caregiver. For
Rachelle Hannah, daughter-in-law of Steve & Judy Kasco.
*For healing and recovery
For Ryan Yamka (Peggy & Bob Schade’s son-in-law) needs
prayers for healing, For Roy Cobb, For Dick Regan.
For Judy Howe, For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey. For Hans
Witter. For David Doyle. For Mike Kimbrough. For Linda, who is
ill and Doug- both of whom need the Lord to help them through
this. For Nancy and Spencer with family problems. For Daiana
Carrera Esteves for God’s guidance. For Jim and Colleen
Giovannucci. For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing. For
Luciano Carrera Esteves, For the children of the world. Please
pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month
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