Hope’s Newsletter - May 2021
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known”

Pastor’s Message
Special Vacation Treats
In case you’re wondering, and haven’t yet had the
chance to ask – Yes, Sarah and I had a wonderful
vacation. As you may know, we spent much of the time
at the Time Share Sarah’s step-mother gave us some
years ago. It is in Indian Rocks Beach, which is a few
beaches south of Clearwater Beach – enough beaches
south to be far less developed. It is a beautiful area that
we likely have visited for the last time, as we have now
sold our ownership of Week 17 / Unit 203. We’ve been
going there for a number of years, and felt it was time
to open vacation days to other places.
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God knew (of course) that this would likely be our last
visit there, and so provided for us some special treats.
The weather was wonderful – but that’s just the
beginning. As you may know, beach sand can vary
widely in ‘walk-ability’. Sometimes it’s strewn with
broken shells (ouch) or beached seaweed or moon jellies (yuck). Sometimes your feet sink into the sand with
each step, making the walk more strenuous. We’ve
encountered all of the above over the past years. Not
this year. The sand was clear and firm – perfect for
walking, which we did a lot of.
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But wait! There’s more!! We obviously shared the beach with a wide variety
of shore birds, and several times during our walks we were visited by Rays
that swam right up to the shore and splashed in the inches-deep water. We’ve
seen them in the past a few yards out, but never splashing in the surf. And
one more visit happened when, as we watched from our balcony, a Manatee
slowly swam by. The one ‘sea-friend’ we often see but didn’t this year are dolphins. Oh well.
As I said, Sarah and I have likely been to Indian Rocks Beach for the final time.
But this was certainly not our last trip to the ocean. It has always refreshed
and renewed us in the past, and did not fail this year. I agree with Danish author Isak Dinesen who said, “The cure for anything is salt water: sweat, tears,
or the sea.” But, of course, the wonders and beauty of God’s creation don’t
only exist at the ocean, and there is much wisdom in the old advice that we
should stop and smell the roses. And even more wisdom in the words of Jesus
who taught us that a path to an assurance of the presence and faithfulness of
God is to “consider the lilies.”
So, Yes, Sarah and I had a wonderful and renewing vacation. Thank you to everyone who made it possible for me to raise my vacation flag on April 24 and
leave it flying throughout. So on into the year we go, continuing our ministry
of making known the God who blesses us in so many ways – including the
blessings of sea, and Manatees, and lilies, and our good and gracious
Lord Jesus.
Peace,
Pastor Steve
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Memorial Day 2021
Memorial Day, formally known as Decoration
Day, is a federal holiday observed yearly on
the last Monday of May. This year it is May
31. Memorial Day is a day that
commemorates all men and women who have
died while serving in the Military for the United States of America.

Let us stop and remember those who
sacrificed everything.
*********************************************************************************

Wearing a red poppy on Memorial Day began
with a World War 1 poem.
In the spring of 1915, bright red flowers began poking
through the battle-ravaged land across northern France
and Flanders (northern Belgium). Canadian Lieutenant
Colonel John McCrae, who served as a brigade surgeon for
an Allied artillery unit, spotted a cluster of the poppies
shortly after serving as a brigade surgeon during the
bloody Second Battle of Ypres. The sight of the bright red
flowers against the dreary backdrop of war inspired
McCrae to pen the poem, “In Flanders Field,” in which he
gives voice to the soldiers who had been killed in battle
and lay buried beneath the poppy-covered grounds. Later
that year, a Georgia teacher and volunteer war worker
named Moina Michael read the poem in Ladies Home Journal and wrote her own poem, “We Shall Keep the Faith” to
begin a campaign to make the poppy a symbol of tribute to
all who died in war. The poppy remains a symbol of
remembrance to this day.
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Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Shoebox Ministry
It’s more than a shoebox!
You may remember last November, that we assembled and delivered
41 shoeboxes to the drop-off destination for OCC. Perhaps you don’t fully
remember what it means or what items are allowed to go in these shoeboxes. Here is, (hopefully) some helpful information.
Operation Christmas Child shoebox ministry is a project headed by Reverend Franklin Graham.
Individuals (like us) fill the shoeboxes with gifts of new items such as
school supplies, hygiene items, clothing and toys. OCC then received our
donated shoeboxes and ships them to places around the world as a means
of reaching out to children in their own communities with the GOOD
NEWS OF JESUS. These children are invited to enroll in a 12 lesson discipleship program (THE GREATEST JOURNEY).
Since 1993, OCC has delivered gift-filled shoeboxes to more than 168
million children in more than 100 countries (including the United States).
We at Hope have been part of the ministry since 2000. I love that children
in need will receive gifts and more importantly, receive the good news of
Jesus Christ.
We have boxes that I purchased for this ministry from Samaritan’s
Purse. These are located in Luther Hall and please take as many as you
can fill. It is my fondest “HOPE” that I will need to purchase additional
boxes to accommodate exceeding our current goal of filling 50 boxes.
Please remember that we are collecting items until the first of November,
2021.
We always need funding (this year $9.00 per box)...So, if you are not a
shopper, please donate funds to help us. In the past we were able to
conduct fund-raisers but this has been obviated by the COVID 19 restrictions. Please pray for our ministry and if you can, donate with gifts
and/or money.
Carole Warden
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Worship Leader Schedule
for May 2021

May 2:
AM: Sue Koppler
Ushers: Don Koppler and Ron Press
May 9:
AM: Judy Thomason
Ushers: Steve Kasco and Don Koppler
May 16:
AM: Ron Press
Ushers: Steve Kasco and Don Koppler
May 23:
AM: Renate Wilms-Rovin
Ushers: Steve Kasco and Ron Press
May 30:
AM: Sarah Brisson
Ushers: Ron Press and Don Koppler

In May the Hope Quiltors will meet
on May 4th and May 18th.
As you may know, Harold and Kay Schaller relocated at
the end of last year to Naples with Kay’s daughter,
Kathy and Kathy’s husband. I’ve heard that cards sent
to them have been returned undeliverable. I checked
the address provided in an earlier newsletter and discovered that the street address was omitted by
mistake. Apologies for that. Their correct contact
information is:
Kay and Harold Schaller
Brookdale North Naples
1710 SW Health Pkwy
Apartment 108
Naples, FL 34109
239-293-6020
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Mother’s Day Humor:
1.”It’s not easy being a mom. If it were easy, Fathers would do
it.” Betty White
2. I want my children to have all the things I couldn’t afford.
Then I want to move in with them.” Phyllis Diller
3. Thank you for not telling my sisters that I’m your favorite.
4. Happy Mother’s Day, Mom! (and while I have you, quick
apologies for ages 13-21)
5. Mom: I love you and your super long e-mails.
6. Sometimes I open my mouth and my Mother comes out.
7. If at first you do not succeed, try doing it the way your mom
told you to do it from the start.
8. “The majority of my diet is made up of foods that my kids
didn’t finish.” Carrie Underwood
9. “Why don’t kids understand that their nap is not for them but
for us?”
10. “A good mother loves her kids...A great mother loves them
when they’re teenagers!” - Maxine

M-O-T-H-E-R
“M”
“O”
“T”
“H”
“E”
“R”

is for the million things she gave me,
means only that she’s growing old,
is for the tears she shed to save me,
is for her heart of purest gold;
is for her eyes, with love-light shining,
means right, and right she’ll always be,

Put them all together, they spell “MOTHER,”

May 9th is the day we celebrate Mother’s Day. But we not only
celebrate moms, we celebrate all women!
It is a celebration honoring the mother of the family, as well as
maternal bonds and the influence of mother’s in society.
The modern Mother’s Day began in the United States at the
initiation of Anna Jarvis in the early 20th century.
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Please check the expiration dates on items you
donate to the food pantry. They are unable to
use items that are outdated.
THANK YOU for continuing to bring food and
necessities to our collection site at Hope. You
can contact Casey Gaylardo, here at Hope, if
you have any questions.

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry
As you know, the impact of COVID has deepened the presence of food insecurity in our area. And so SOS continues in its mission. If you would like to support
SOS, you can drop off food and other necessities at Hope during the week (the
office is open M-Th, 9am-2pm) or on Sunday morning if you’re attending worship. Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of each month from 9am to
noon at Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W. Norvell Bryant Hwy in
Lecanto. Donations by check that are made out to SOS Inc. can be mailed to
SOS, PO Box 640774, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.
Page 8

Council Highlights
April 14th Council Meeting
1. Accepted Kristyn and Ed Manemeit into membership.
2. Estimates will be obtained for removal of the dead
trees on the property.
3. Paint will be obtained and the poles and walls on the
walkway from the church to Luther Hall will be painted.
4. Citrus Springs Writers will be moving their meeting
date to the 2nd Saturday of each month.

LOCKED DOORS:
April 27, 2021
We would like once again to remind you that if you use any part of
the church or Luther Hall for any reason, you make it a point to make
sure that all doors are closed and locked when you leave.
The door in the parlor that leads outside was left ajar sometime
between Friday April 23 after 5:00 p.m., (Pastor would have checked
the doors when he left on Friday so it had to be sometime after he was
gone and he left on vacation on Saturday so he would not have been in
the church on Saturday) and Monday April 26. This creates a very dangerous situation for both our secretary and our custodian. When they
came in on Monday someone could have been in the church and they
would not have known it.
Thank you.
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Diane Kahler’s Sermon from Sunday, May 2nd:
I know a little about pruning. I do know that if you prune your rose bush that the new
growth will probably give you the roses you desire.
About 100 years ago Vic put a fence across our property and planted grape vines. I was
busy raising babies and neglected the vines. At some point I decided to take care of the
vines. I pruned the vines and that year we had a bumper crop of grapes. I cut the grape
bunches and put them into my big canning pot. I took my potato masher and started
mashing them. Okay. That didn’t work. I then did what Lucy Ricardo did….I washed my
feet and smashed them with my feet. The wine was good and in fact was used for the
Communion Wine that Christmas.
In the next house we planted apple trees. The biggest argument Vic and I ever had was
how to prune the apple trees. He had one idea and I had another. So come the middle of
January with the mid winter thaw, I would prune. Now, I did not mind the deer eating
any fallen apples but did they also have to eat the apple branches? I guess they were just
hungry. We also had one pear tree. It never produced any pears. One year I stood in
front of it and said aloud “if you don’t produce any pears this year I’m going to prune you
right down to the ground!” I guess the pear tree understood I meant business because
the next year we had loads of pears.
So think about it. Why am I so passionate about pruning my plants? Because pruning
is a loving thing to do when you really care about what you are doing and caring for. I
want the plant to be as beautiful and fruitful as it can be - living to it’s abundance and
beauty.
Jesus talks about him being the vine and we being the branches. I do know that if you
cut off the connection between the vines and the branches everything falls apart. You
know yourself that if you cut the vines from the stink vines from it’s root, the vine dies.
Hate to give this as an illustration but it is still true. In New Jersey I would say if you cut
the poison ivy vine going up your tree, the vine will die. All vines need nourishment from
the root.
Do you think we are any different? We need Jesus by our side and listen to him and
follow him or we too, will die. Our death will be lack of faith, lack of compassion and well
being. Keep the life line going because we need him so much. That life line is prayer and
reading scripture daily. We have available to us a daily bible reading in the Narthex. Take
one and if all ae gone, I’ll get you another.
Jesus and I both talk about pruning. Yes, God prunes us also. God answers our prayers
in 3 ways….yes, no..or not right now. I figure God prunes me at least 3 times a week with
my prayers. I pray for family members, church members, peace in this world, the end of
cancer, among other worldly things. And Yes, He prunes me. When pruned I know that
God loves me and He wants me to live to my potential. Have you been pruned recently?
Remember God is still listening and loving you even when pruning you. Amen.
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March is typically the month we begin collecting items for
our “Shoebox Ministry” at Hope. Thank you, Julia, for
starting us off with bars of soap and washcloths.
We are already off to a great start towards our 2021 goal
of at least 50 boxes.
If you do not like to shop, then think about donating $$
for the shipping fees.
I will soon have a designated box to collect our items.
Following is a list to help you know what we use:
Items we collect for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
$9.00 per box for shipping and/or:
Bars of soap and washcloths
Small measuring tape
Combs and brushes
Small tools
Toothbrushes
School supplies
Headbands and barrettes
Crayons
Underwear
Color books
Tee shirts
Toys (small)
Hats, scarves and gloves
Stuffed animals (small)
Socks
Whistles
Flip flops
Sewing kits
Clothespins & clothes line
No liquids, no war toys or camouflage, no candy, no
toothpaste, no glass and new items only.
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Music, Music, Music
May! It brings the thought of lovely flowers blooming and springtime leading to summer thoughts. Some of those thoughts might include visiting relatives, vacationing, or school reunions! In fact, I am considering a trip to
my old hometown in Binghamton, NY to visit relatives there AND to attend
a High School reunion there. Even though I graduated from a High School
in Texas, I had attended a year of HS in Binghamton before we moved.
The class from Binghamton has included most of my closest friends, so they
accept me at their reunion. I did attend one several years ago and had a
great time with some old friends!
The thought of going to Binghamton, brings up the likelihood of flying
there, instead of driving this time. Since I am fully vaccinated now, there
is less fear of being on a plane, but I will follow all the guidelines to remain
safe and keep others safe as well.
Airlines are starting to use the middle seat again, and that brings up some
interesting thoughts. God often expects us to occupy the middle seat in
life – being both of the world and of eternity – of how to bridge what
would be best with what is possible. Or, bridging a gap in understanding
between people who don’t get along, necessarily, but know they need to.
Music can help us bridge that gap. For example, the Simon and Garfunkel
song Bridge Over Trouble Water’s lyrics helps the human heart respond
that need. A benefit of the hymns we know and learn through our lives do
that bridging that we need and want to do, as well. When you’re feeling
the need to move ahead of a river of difficulties, or to a gap that needs to
be made smaller or closed, try listening to or singing some of the wonderful
hymns and songs that take us to that understanding. Here are some suggestions: There is a balm in Gilead, Healer of our every ill, Thy Holy
Wings, Be Thou My Vision, etc. There are many, many more that will fit
any number of circumstances. I know that music is a blessed tool from God
for many parts of our lives. It is our gift from Him!! Let’s use that gift!!
Yours in Christ,
Jacki Scott
Director of Music
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From the January 5th Riverland News

Congratulations to the Cub Scouts that advanced to the rank of Boy
Scouts at this March crossover event. The group included our own
Ryan Thompson. Congrats Ryan and family!
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Monthly AMVETS Curbside Dinner:
(formally spaghetti dinner)
Wednesday, May 26th from 4:00 to 6:30 pm
Menu:
Steak and Cheese Sub
with peppers, onions or mushrooms if desired.
Includes chips, macaroni salad, dessert and a soda.
Drive up and order or call your order in ahead:
@ 352/464-0931
or
585/330-9551

Council approved curbside only.

During this virus outbreak time Citrus County Blessings will
not have any regular packing times. But, if you wish to
volunteer, you can call Christina Reed, the organizer, at
352/341-7707 to set up your own time to pack.
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May Celebrations:
Anniversaries: David & Alice Doyle on May 2,
Harold and Jane Skidmore on May 5, Richard and Carole
Warden on May 5 and Charlene and Jim Hicklin on
May 13,
Birthdays: Stan Miller on May 10, Meredith Press on
May 10, Betty Tabor on May 10, Aida Diaz on May 11,
Jane Hise on May 25, Jim Henry on May 28, and
Daiana Carrera Esteves on May 31.

Sanitizing Spray
Due to everyone’s generosity, in providing cans
of sanitizing spray, we now have a great supply.
We will not need more contributions for awhile.
When we start to run low again we will let
everyone know.
Page
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Thank you very much!!

Prayer Concerns

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
PRAYER REQUESTS

*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Milly Mizell for Covid, For Dolores Chiders (mother of Cindy Todd)
for stroke. For Richard Warden, For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s
niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of
Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark, For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane Kahler.
For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara:

*For healing and recovery

Lucy, Pat & Bill Kessell’s niece + 2 youngsters 2yo & 3months
have covid, For Peggy Schade for healing for knee replacement, For
Tess Smith’s 81 yo mother, Shirley Tramontin, fell & broke a hip
and her brother-in-law John Kowaiski is under cancer treatment, For
Kristine Brock’s right shoulder replacement, For Ernie Bloom, For
Louise Cobb, For Janice Edwards, For Bob Schade, For Any Graft
(Carole & Bill Warden’s niece), For Gael McCarthy, For Tom Lambert,
For Theresa Batchelor (Donna Wilkers daughter), For Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother),For Roy Cobb, For Judy Howe, For
Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey, For Hans Witter, For David Doyle,
For Mike Kimbrough, For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of whom
need the Lord to help them through this, For Nancy and Spencer with
family problems, For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s guidance, For
Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing,
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month
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