Hope’s newsletter - mAY 2022
“to know CHrist and Make HiM known”

pastor’s Message
Fifty Years In The Making
As you may know, 2022 is the 50th Anniversary Year of Hope.
Several events will take place to celebrate this special
Anniversary, beginning with our Synod Bishop, Bishop Pedro
Suarez, presiding and preaching at Hope’s May 22, 10 am
worship service. The Bishop will then join us in Luther Hall for
a luncheon. More detail about this day is included elsewhere
in this Newsletter.
In recent months I’ve been looking through pictures and
documents from Hope’s history, and even more so in recent
weeks. Doing so has, for me, been more than informative. It
has been delightful. For example, I read through the booklet
that was created for the 40th Anniversary. If you were here 10
years ago, you may recall that the booklet has two sections:
“Hope’s Stories”, and “Members’ Stories”. Included in Hope’s
Stories is that “on May 26 (1972) Hope Evangelical Lutheran
Church was received by the Florida Synod in convention as its
111th congregation.” The events and activities listed in “Hope’s
Stories” clearly reveal the faithfulness, through the years, of
Hope’s members to the ministry of Hope, and to our Lord. As I
said, it is a delight to read.
Equally delightful are the “Members’ Stories”. In the Members’
Stories section, I found sixteen recollections written by
members. Most describe how they initially connected with
Hope. Some of the writers I didn’t recognize – some I know
well. All the stories were a joy to read. It is not uncommon to
find, in the stories, Hope described as a warm, caring
community of faith.
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What a joy it is for us to reach this 50th Anniversary Year and reflect on the
ways that so many people have been so richly blessed in and through the
ministry and fellowship of Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church – all for the glory
of God. And what a joy it is for me to have the honor of serving as Pastor of
Hope during this special year. See you at the celebrations!
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve

New Worship Service at Hope
As you know, when Hope suspended in-person worship in March of 2020, we began
videoing an abbreviated Service of the Word for posting on Facebook. At that time,
we intentionally limited the number of people present for safety reasons. It recently
occurred to me that the saying “That was then, this is now” applies here. In recent
weeks, our attendance at our Sunday, 10 am, services has been in the 50’s and 60’s.
And while positive covid cases certainly still exist, the numbers are low. Because of
this, I suggested to Worship and Music that we open this worship service to all.
Worship and Music agreed. Since this is, in effect, establishing a new worship service
at Hope, Council approval was required, and received.
The worship service that takes place at noon on Thursday will soon be a Hope
worship service that any may attend. The start date for open attendance is yet to be
determined, as there are some details to work out. The service will remain an
abbreviated Service of the Word. After the dismissal from the service, I will offer
communion to those wishing to receive it. Over time, we will streamline the process
used to video the service – but initially, the process and equipment we’ve been using
will remain the same.
Worship and Music, Council, and I are excited about this decision to offer our
members and our community a new opportunity to gather in Christ for prayer,
praise, and thanksgiving and, for those who wish, to be graced by his presence in
bread and wine. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Hallelujah!
(Ps 150:6)
Peace,
Pastor Steve
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WELCA meeting on Saturday April 30th. The baskets were a
challenge but everyone was determined to finish theirs.

Meredith Press showing Jane Skidmore
how to start her basket.
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WELCA MEETING MINUTES: May 2022
Hope Lutheran Church
Citrus Springs, Florida
Called to Order: - The meeting was called to Order by President, Sarah Brisson at 10:05
Members Present: - Diane LeDuc, Dee Forsyth, Sue Riley, Joyce Davis, Meredith Press,
Jeannine Robinson, Carol D’Auria, Peggy Shade, Tess Smith, Judy Howe, Sarah Brisson,
Julia Southard, Jane Skidmore, Carole Warden
Guests – Dawn Haskins and Kathy Vermillion
Additions to Agenda: - There were no additions to the Agenda
Devotion: - The devotion and prayer were given by Jeannine Robinson

Old Business:
A. – SOS – May donations are personal items; June donations are diapers. There was a
discussion held regarding what we would bring in July and August. It was decided
that July would be canned goods and August would be drink mixes and healthy
snacks since the kids will be out of school. There was a reminder that canned goods
or any non-perishable items can be brought at all times. Diane LeDuc told us that if
you use Amazon, SOS is on Amazon Smile. Judy Howe of the Quilters said that
perhaps the quilters could make and donate a quilt to help raise money for SOS the
logistics of that will be discussed at a future meeting.
B. – Upcoming activities – There will be no meeting in May. The June meeting will be on
June 18 with games and a brown bag lunch. Ides for July and August will be
discussed at the June meeting.
Treasurers Report: - There is $109 dollars in the treasury. We will make a decision as to
what we plan on doing with that money toward the end of the year. It was overwhelmingly
approved that the money be used for things in the church such as SOS or Operation
Christmas Child.
New Business:
A. - Secretary and Vice President: - Jeannine Robinson will be dropping out of WELCA
for a while due to her husband’s health problems. Members were asked to consider
taking on either the Vice-President’s job or the job of Secretary. There will be
further discussion regarding this in June. We will also need someone to do the
Devotion and the prayer.
B. – The date for the July meeting will be July 12.
Adjournment: - The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 followed by the Lord’s prayer. After the
meeting everyone got busy making baskets using wine corks. We thank Meredith and Dawn
for all the help they gave us in making these baskets.
Respectfully submitted,
Julia A. Southard
Acting Secretary
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Council Meeting Highlights
1) Council approved facility use for Tyler Thompson’s Eagle Scout Court of Honor Ceremony.
Congratulations to Tyler and his family.
2) Hope’s worship service that is recorded for posting to Facebook will soon be open for all to attend.
(Initially, attendance has been limited for safety reasons.) The service takes place on Thursday at noon.
The start date for open attendance will be announced soon.
3) The mail boxes in Luther Hall are going to be sold. Members and friends of the congregation will have
the first chance to purchase.
4) The initial event celebrating Hope’s 50th Anniversary will be our Synod Bishop presiding and preaching
at our May 22 worship service, which will be followed by a luncheon that the Bishop will also attend. For
planning purposes, signing up to attend worship and/or the luncheon is required.
5) Necessary tree work has been completed. The members and friends of Hope are again thanked for the
generous giving to the soffit repair cost. The giving that exceeded the cost of that work covered the cost
of the tree work.
6) All financial accounts of Hope have been audited and approved.

May Celebrations:
Birthdays:

Stan Miller on May 10th
Meredith Press on May 10th
Aida Diaz on May 11th
Jim Henry on May 28th

Anniversaries:

David & Alice Doyle on May 2nd
Jane & Harold Skidmore on May 5th
Richard & Carole Warden on May 5th
Charlene & Jim Hicklin on May 13th
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Council Officers &
Members
President
Don Koppler

We once again want to remind you to please do not
bring food that is past the last date of sale. SOS cannot
legally give out food to people where the last date of
sale has passed. Please bring food in original containers
only and please do not leave it out on the porch in front
the door if the church is not open.

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry
As you know, the impact of COVID has
deepened the presence of food insecurity in
our area. And so SOS continues in its mission.
If you would like to support SOS, you can drop
off food and other necessities at Hope during
the week (the office is open M-Th, 9am-2pm)
or on Sunday morning if you’re attending
worship. Check out what type of foods or
other necessities WELCA is suggesting we focus
on each month.

Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of
each month from 9am to noon at Shepherd of
the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W. Norvell
Bryant Hwy in Lecanto.
Donations by check that are made out to SOS
Inc. can be mailed to SOS, PO Box 640774,
Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.
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Vice President
Jane Skidmore
Secretary
Diane LeDuc
Treasurer
Deacon Diane Kahler
Personnel Committee
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
Property
Victor Kahler
Council Member
Nancy Miller
Council Member
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Council Member
Cindy Todd
Council Member
Hans Witter

So many things to celebrate in May. My month starts
with my husband’s birthday on May 5 and our 52nd
anniversary. Then we have Mother’s Day on May 8,
Hope’s 50th Anniversary Dinner and the Bishop’s visit on
May 22, and a high school graduation for a grand
daughter.
I am sure we all have a busy month of May but always
remember GOD’s with us for all our celebrations but also
when we are going through tough times as well!
He is our strength and joy!
Yours in Christ
Carole Warden

LOCKED DOORS:
We would like once again to remind you that if you use any
part of the church or Luther Hall for any reason, that you
make it a point to make sure that all doors are closed and
locked when you leave.
The door in the parlor that leads outside was left ajar
not long ago. This creates a very dangerous situation for
both our secretary and our custodian.
When they come in—in the morning someone could be in
the church and they would not have known it.
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Music, Music, Music
The merry month of May is now upon us!
Spring! Flowers! Sunshine! Joy! Mothers! Music!
This is the month that we celebrate our Mothers. And for very good reasons! Jesus
spoke of God’s motherly attributes and how important and special they are. For example, a hen clucking over and tucking the chicks under her wings for protection. Have you
ever seen videos of a hen so overcome with maternal instinct that she tucks baby
kittens under those soft, warm feathers? I can imagine just such a loving God singing a
lullaby to us, just like a mother. And, yes, I just smiled when I typed that!
The choir will be finishing up this month of our season and taking a well deserved break
during the summer. So, expect some very special music before they complete this
month. I must share in advance, that the choir is preparing for two lovely anthems for
our May 22nd service when the Bishop will be presiding. We are all very excited about
this ‘kick off’ to celebrate our 50th Anniversary of being a congregation. We all hope that
the music will be enjoyed and help with the celebration of service.
I also wish to thank all of you for your wonderful support of the music that the choir and
I prepare and offer during our services. Our choir is very dedicated and works hard to
do their best to sing and make music to the Glory of God!
In Christ,
Jacki Scott
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Operation Christmas Child

Update on Operation Christmas Child at Hope Church:
We are already over 4 months into our 2022 Shoebox
Ministry. Collections are coming in regularly and we have
received several monetary gifts as well. Thank you for
remembering to contribute to our outreach ministry.
We received a message from Franklin Graham’s Samaritan’s
Purse that some of our 2021 Shoeboxes recently were
handed out in Ukraine.
God knew there was a need and over 3,000 boxes were
delivered in a war zone.
That inspires me to raise our goal to at least 75 to 100
“boxes of love” for this year’s donation.
Can you help?
We will need $900.00 by November if we reach our goal of
100 boxes.
Thank you for your generosity as God puts giving into your
hearts.
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Yours in Christ,
Carole Warden

reCent quilt Held by tHe 4 J’s :

(Janis Edwards, Joanna Moore,
Joyce Davis and June Towner). This quilt was made by
Janis Edwards
We will be working on, our goal of 75 quilts.

Upcoming Meetings: Starting in may the
quilters meetings will be the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of each month except:
NO quilters meetings in June or July.
May Meetings dates are:
May 3
May 17
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Hope’s Prayer List:
Mike Coviello
Steve Kasco
Sally Neuberger
Lyle
Renate Wilms-Rovin

Information About Hope’s
Prayer List
In March, Hope began maintaining our Prayer List in a way used by
many other congregations. In order to ensure the Prayer List stays
current, a name or other prayer concerns will be kept on the Prayer
List for one month from the time it was added to the List. We will, of
course, keep it on the List for an additional month(s) if we receive a
request to do so. In addition, the List has been reformatted for easier
reading. If there is a name or other concern on the List in this Newsletter that you would like to remain on the List in the June Newsletter,
please call the office and tell Debbie.
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