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What’s In A Name
As I write this, I am moving through day two of a three day
Florida-Bahamas Synod event called Conference on Ministry.
Conference on Ministry is a gathering of deacons, pastors, synod
staff, and presenters for a time of worship, learning, and
fellowship. It is taking place once again this year at Life
Enrichment Center, a United Methodist Retreat Center in
Leesburg. The theme of the Conference is the same as one of
the themes that the Synod has chosen to focus on in 2019 –
Congregational Vitality. Presentations and discussions revolve
around questions such as ‘What are good measures of
congregational vitality?’ and ‘What contributes to vitality in a
congregation?’ I won’t get deep into those issues in this article,
but will share two short thoughts.
The first comes from the name badges, worship booklet covers,
etc. that we’ve been given at the event. They contain the
following graphic built from the word VITAL:
Visioning
Innovating
Transforming
Adapting
Learning
The graphic obviously conveys the Synod’s belief that vital
congregations are incorporating those five orientations and
activities into their ministry.

That path to vitality makes sense to me. But during opening
worship, Pastor Alexa Salvatierra lifted up, using a beautiful
phrase, something much more central and essential for
congregational vitality. The phrase not only names something
deeply necessary for congregational vitality, but also gives us
yet another name for Jesus that helps us to know who he is and
what he means for us – a name to place alongside Prince of
Peace, Lamb of God, Immanuel, and so on. She said that
members of a congregation need to be “in love with the Lover of
our souls” – and that amazing things will flow out of that love.
Amen to that!
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And here’s the thing – incorporating the five orientations and activities listed above can be
hard work. Being in love with the Lover of our souls is not. We simply need to remind ourselves often of what the love of Jesus for us cost him, and what it brings to us, individually
and as a community of faith.
I’m taking away a lot from the Conference. But the highlight isn’t what I’m taking, but instead
what I’ve been given – namely knowing Jesus now as the Lover of our souls. That name touches
my heart. I’m sharing it so that it might touch your hearts as well.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve

Council Meeting Highlights:
1. The Apple Fest will be hold on Saturday, November 2nd starting at 1:30p.
2. We will again be participating in the Citrus Springs Christmas Parade on
Sunday, December 15th at 2:00p.
3. The first meeting regarding the search for a musician, for the church, was held on Sunday,
October 13th.
4. We will be accepting Tess and Doug Smith into membership on Reformation Sunday,
October 27th. (Note: In the days following the Council Meeting Jim Henry, and Karen and
Vernon Perry asked to join Hope and will also be welcomed into Membership on the 27th.)
5. The new Policy and Procedure Manual is finished and Council members will be voting on it at
the November meeting. The Congregation will vote on it at the annual meeting in January.

Looking Forward…..
Following are some dates as you plan your
Autumn/Advent/Christmas season:
November2/ 3 is All Saints Day. Candles will be available to remember the
faithfully departed.
November 23/24 will celebrate Thanksgiving.
November 30 we will gather at 9:30am to Christmas decorate. Refreshments will
be available to enjoy after ALL of our hard work. Advent begins December 1.
December 4 at 6pm. Advent soup supper and worship at 7pm.
December 11 at 6pm. Advent soup supper and worship at 7pm.
December 15 Citrus Springs Christmas Parade.
December 18 at 6pm. Advent soup supper and worship at 7pm.
December 24 at 5pm and 7pm Christmas Worship
January 6 at 9:30am Undecorate the church. Refreshments will be provided after ALL of our hard work.
A very busy season ahead of us. Thank you to all for your help.
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Martyrs of the Faith…Clement of Rome November 23 c100
Can you imagine what it would have been like to be taught personally
about Jesus by the apostle Paul or Peter? Clement if Rome was a first
century convert who had that wonderful privilege. Reference Philippians
4:3 you will see a Clement referred to who very well could be the same
Clement we are looking at.
After Paul and Peter were martyred at Rome, Clement became a leader,
in fact, bishop, of the church there. Tradition has it that about the
year 100AD he was martyred by being cast into the sea tied to an anchor. Not much detail is known about Clement of Rome, but some of his
writings provide valuable insight into the early church. His letter to the
church in Corinth may be the earliest document we have outside of the
New Testament.
Paul had to write letter to the church at Corinth dealing with terrible
problems tearing apart the young church in that notoriously carnal city.
Their problems persisted and Clement sent a masterful letter to the
Corinthians, reconciling them in peace, renewing their faith, and proclaiming the doctrine he had lately received from the apostles.
Discord in Corinth had apparently flared up when a group of younger
church leaders removed some of the older leaders; factions and petty
arguments had developed around the two groups. Clement was writing
to deal with the squabbles.
Clement warned that strife within the church is caused by envy, and
the Scriptures show what evil envy produces.
We can easily tend to idealize the early church and think that their
fellowship was pure and untroubled. Clement remind us they struggled
with the same temptations we do. In fact, his letter suggests that the
deaths of apostles Peter and Paul were probably brought about due to
envy and strife among Christians.
Clements letter to the Corinthians continued to be read in the Corinthian church as part of the liturgy for many years. The letter was popular
amount other churches throughout the ancient Roman world as well.
Written by a man who had known Peter and Paul, who had a pastor’s
heart for all Christians, it was a great source of strength and guidance
for early churches.
Clements Prayer for Then and Now ”May God, who seethe all things, and
who is the Ruler of all spirits and the Lord of all flesh-who chose our
Lord Jesus Christ and us through Him to be a peculiar people-grant to
every soul that calleth upon His glorious and holy Name, faith, fear,
peace, patience, long -suffering, self-control, purity, and sobriety, to
the well-pleasing of His Name, through our High Priest and Protector,
Jesus Christ, by whom be to Him glory, and majesty, and power, and
honor both now and forevermore. Amen.”
Page 3

Council Officers &
Members
President
Julia Southard
Finance Committee
Vice President
Hans Witter
Long Range Planning
Secretary
Steven Northsea
Treasurer
Deacon Diane Kahler
Personnel Committee
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
Jane Skidmore
Virtual Calendar
Committee
Social Service Committee
Judy Howe
Christian Education
Committee
Victor Kahler
Property
Meredith Press
Evangelism Committee
Citrus Springs Civic
Association
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Worship and Music
Peggy Schade
Cindy Todd

Photos from the Church Picnic on October 5th

For the past 2 years, I have started a custom of decorating the altar with food
items for our Thanksgiving Service. The Music and Worship committee would
like to see this custom continued. Therefore, I am asking all members of the
congregation to bring food items on or before November 23rd to the church to
be included in the decoration. Our contributions, as an expression of our gratefulness for the abundance we enjoy, will be blessed during the November 24th
service.
The donations, aside from the usual canned goods and non-perishable
items, may include bags of potatoes, onions, oranges and apples, pumpkins and all
kinds of winter squash, dried milk, prepackaged loaves of bread, nuts, bags of
rice etc. The SOS food bank will be the recipient of your generous donation.
Looking forward to a meaningful “Erntedankfest”
(festival to thank for the harvest)
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Evangelism plans Apple Fest
We are just weeks away from our Apple Fest. Saturday, Nov 2nd will soon be
here. The fun begins at 1:30.
This year we are going to stage the event in the same area that we did the
church picnic. Under the gazebo we will have a Dunnellon group of musicians,
Shade Tree Pickers strumming up a variety of songs, bluegrass style. You will
even hear some of their original songs.
The games and craft booth will be set up in behind the gazebo and heading toward the street. Expect to see some sack races, musical chairs and some
bobbing for apples.
We are doing some scarecrows again but, but they will be more of the garden
variety.
This mean we need you to be saving your grocery bags, and better yet, those
sleeves your newspaper comes in. It would be really helpful if you stuffed your
bags in one of those newspaper sleeves because with a couple of those you have
a leg or an arm.
Once again we are asking for members to bring an apple treat on the day of the
event to share with others.
Members of the Evangelism (aka Outreach) committee will be at the church
around 10 a.m. to move tables, chairs, etc in preparation for our big event.
A special thanks to Harold Skidmore and Steve Kasco, for grilling up those hot
dogs and hamburgers for our recent church picnic. It was great to be able to
use picnic area for the first time in years and years.
We were pleased with the attendance at our church picnic – the first one in
many, many years. With our three services it was a great opportunity to meet
those from a different service.
A special Thank You to all that attended.
In the future you might see us host other outdoor events for just us or the
community in our newly reclaimed picnic area. Our fellowship together in the
open just might spark our neighbors to come over and see what we are all about.
Wouldn’t that be nice?
Michel Northsea
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Did you ever wonder………about the song, “Now Thank We All Our God” and how
it got to be written?
An old English preacher once said, “A grateful mind is a great mind.” And the
Bible agrees. There are 138 passages of Scripture , on the subject of thanksgiving, and some of them are powerfully worded. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “In
everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
The song was written by Martin Rinkart (1586-1649), a Lutheran pastor in the
little village of Eilenberg, Saxony. He grew up as the son of a poor coppersmith,
felt called to the ministry, and after his theological training began his pastoral
work just as the Thirty Years’ War was raging through Germany.
Floods of refugees streamed into the walled city of Eilenberg. It was the most
desperate of times. The Swedish army encompassed the city gates, and inside
the walls there was nothing but plague, famine, and fear. Eight hundred homes
were destroyed, and people began dying in increasing numbers. There was a
tremendous strain on the pastors, who expended all their strength in preaching
the gospel, caring for the sick and dying, and burying the dead. One after another, the pastors themselves took ill and perished until at last only Martin
Rinkart was left. Some days he conducted as many as fifty funerals.
Finally, the Swedes demanded a huge ransom. It was Martin Rinkart who left
the safety of the city walls to negotiate with the enemy, and he did it with
such courage and faith that there was soon a conclusion of hostilities, and the
period of suffering ended.
Rinkart, knowing there is no healing without thanksgiving, composed this hymn
for the survivors of Eilenberg. It has been sung around the world ever since.
Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices.

Quotable Quotes…..
“Being right half the time beats being half-right all the time.” Malcolm Forbes,
American publisher (1919-1990
“I cannot endure to waste anything as precious as autumn sunshine by staying in the
house” Nahaniel Hawthorne, American author (1804-1864)
“There’s one way to find out if a man is honest-ask him. If he says ‘Yes’ you know he
is a crook.” Groucho Marx (1890-1977)
“Don’t let yesterday use up too much of today.” Will Rogers, American humorist
(1879-1935)
“The difference between winners and losers is that winners do things losers don’t
want to do.” Dr. Phil McGraw
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Monthly Spaghetti Dinners
Amvets Post 89

Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner
Includes: Salad, Bread, Dessert, Coffee, Tea and Water
Date: Tuesday, November 26th & every Fourth Tuesday monthly.
Time: 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm
Price: $7.00
***PLEASE NOTE: THAT THE SPAGHETTI DINNER IN
DECEMBER IS CANCELLED DUE TO CHRISTMAS THE
FOLLOWING DAY.
@Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church
9425 N. Citrus Springs Blvd.
Citrus Springs, FL 34434
Money goes towards helping Veterans and the Citrus County
Community.
All Community members & the congregation are invited
to attend!

WELCA is going strong. The joy and enthusiasm in the group is
contagious.
Meredith and her daughter Dawn did a wonderful job showing
and helping all novice basket makers successfully put together
and complete their baskets. They all turned out beautiful.
Our next meeting is November 16th at 10:00a. All women at
HOPE ELCA are invited to become part of this dynamic group.
Contact Jeannine Robertson @ (352) 220-2802 for more
information or questions you may have.
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Dollars and Sense from the Treasurer’s Desk: September 2019
Communion
Regular Offering
Sat 4:30PM
9/ 1
$810
11
9/8
$2406
20
9/15 $3365
15
9/22 $2880
28
9/29 $2655
16
Total inflow:
$14,668.41
Total outflow: $15,083.00

Sun 8AM
9
10
6
11
7

Sun 10AM
37
38
40
35
39

Total
57
68
61
74
62

2019 Operation Christmas Child
On Monday, November 18th Carole Warden will deliver (on behalf of our
Congregation) 106 filled shoeboxes to the local drop-off destination in
Crystal River.
THANK YOU to all who helped us reach and exceed our goal!
Next year, I will not have the time to devote to this outreach ministry, and I
am looking for someone to step forward and take charge for 2020. If no one
volunteers, we may not be able to “fill shoeboxes,” for the first time in over
20 years. Please pray about this request, and let me know if you are willing to
“spear-head” this important ministry.
I will be available to assist, but can not devote as much time as in the past due
to travel plans next year.
Any questions, I will be happy to answer. Thank you!
Yours in Christ,
Carole Warden
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Birthdays:
1.
2.
3.
4.

November Celebrations:

Martha Chisari on 11/1
Rosemarie Palmer on 11/7
Bill Kessell on 11/16
Pat Kessell on 11/17

5. Nancy Mellenthin on 11/23
6. Jackie Dean on 11/24
7. Gloria Varty on 11/26
8. Carol D’Auria on 11/29

Anniversaries:

Clean out those garages and extra items you no longer
need and donate them to HOPE for their
upcoming yard sale.

November 9: 8:00a - 12:00p in Luther Hall
Items may be brought to Luther Hall but please
no clothes.
Thank you on behalf of Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes ministry who will benefit from this fundraiser!
Carole Warden
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Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church
September 18, 2019 Council Minutes
Call to order by President Julia at 6:05 PM
Roll call by Secretary Steve N: Pastor Steve Brlsson _P_; Judy Howe _A_; Diane Kahler*
P_; Victor Kahler P_; Steve Northsea P_; Meredith Press _E_; Peggy Schade _E_; Jane
Skidmore P_; Julia Southard P_; Cindy Todd P_; Renate Wilms-Rovın P_; Hans Wıtter
_A_. A quorum is 50% of 11 voting members and six were present constituting a quorum.
*not a voting member.
Devotion by Pastor Steve covered the Goal of Proclaiming Christ means we must all work
together. Pastor used examples of a sailing ship, St Paul’s imagery of the body, and the nail
imagery from Pastor Don’s workshop to demonstrate all are important and all must
contribute.
Opening prayer by Pastor Steve.
There were no visitors.
It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to adopt the agenda with the addition
under new business of the search for a church musician.
It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the August 14,
2019 regular meeting as published.
The financial report was discussed including the need to cut costs and filed for audit.
The report of the Pastor was discussed and accepted.
The council liaison reports were heard and discussed:
Evangelism Committee (Liaison - Meredith) See agenda packet report.
Finance Committee (Liaison - Julia) No Meeting
Worship Committee (Liaison – Peggy) No Meeting
Digital Committee (Liaison – Jane) See agenda packet report.
Long Range Planning ((Liaison – Jane) See agenda packet report.
Property (Liaison -Vıctor) See agenda packet
Stewardship Committee (Liaison -) No meeting.
Virtual Calendar Committee (Liaison - Jane) Things are going well. People have to use
Jane’s email address until the new calendar request form is perfected by Steve N.
Social Ministry Committee (Liaison -) No Meeting.
Education Committee (Liaison - Judy) No Meeting.
Stephen Ministry (Liaison – Steve N) No Meeting.
Personnel Committee (Liaison - Diane) No meeting.
Citrus Springs Civic Association ((Liaison - Meredith) No Meeting. The first meeting
of the year will occur September 19 and discuss the new Habitat Project. Pastor Steve
will be attending.
WELCA (Liaison-Julia) Will meet Saturday September 21 at 10 am and will learn chair
yoga.
Policy and Procedure (Liaison Julia) Will meet September 19th and are making
progress.
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Old business – Council discussed the need for wifi in Luther Hall and tabled for further
research.
New business – Council discussed a musician hiring process and agreed that the council
executive committee and any volunteers would meet to review the current job
descriptions to see if it fits the music ministry of Hope for the future.
It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to approve the consent agenda
consisting of two items:
1. Carole Warden would like to have a garage sale the first part of
November date to be announced to fund Shoe-box Ministry and Church repairs.
2. Acceptance of Marilyn Butler’s resignation as a member of council.
Council Highlights
1. The church picnic will use the newly cleaned and renovated BBQ Hut on Saturday
October 5, 2019 at 1:30 PM.
2. Council has begun looking for a musician and will be asking volunteers to join Pastor
and the executive committee in reviewing the current job description and determining
musical worship of Hope for the future.
3. The Apple fest will be held on Saturday, November 2, 2019 at 1:30 PM.
4. A Garage sale will be held in early November to raise funds for the Shoebox Ministry
and for Church property repairs.
It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to adjourn at 7:10 PM. Pastor Steve
led the group in the Lord’s Prayer.

Father Christmas Ball
We are not even into the “Trick or Treat” season of October or the Fall Harvest of November or
that wonderful time of the year when we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Risen Savior, Jesus. Yet it is time to make plans to attend the annual Gala of the Father Christmas Ball benefitting Serving Our Savior (SOS), our food pantry ministry, which we have supported for 23 years.
Serving Our Savior feeds up to 150 families weekly with the support of Hope and nine other
churches in Citrus County. Annually, Serving Our Savior needs to raise $65,000 to keep the food
pantry open. Our Gala and the annual Golf Tournament are the biggest fund raisers and the Gala
raises between $13,000 and $15,000 annually to start off the New Year.
Join us at Hope’s tables this year where the merriment begins with fine food, drinks, beautiful
table arrangements, decorated Christmas Trees and dancing with music from a great disc jockey.
The evening also has a 50/50 with a chance to win a couple hundred dollars and a beautiful silent
auction where you can start your Christmas shopping early.
Father Christmas ball will be held on Friday, December 6th starting at 5:30 pm with dinner at
6:00 pm. The dress will be semi-formal attire. The Gala will be held at the Chet Cole Building at
the Key Training Center located on route 44 in Crystal River.
Tickets go on sale soon. Let’s show our support from Hope by filling at least two tables.
Thank you
Casey Gaylardo
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Prayer Concerns
Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed so that prayer can
be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware that situations and conditions change
but God knows the need as you bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton
PRAYER REQUESTS
*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.
*Prayer for serious health concerns
For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda. For Tom Kroger,
son of Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane, niece of Bill
and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of Manley Benmark. For Pat and Bill Kessel’s
brother Harold for upcoming surgery. For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane
Kahler. For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara, his caregiver. For Rachelle Hannah, daughter
-in-law of Steve & Judy Kasco.
*For healing and recovery
For Dick Regan. For Judy Howe, For Victor Kahler, For Linda Becker. For Grace Donaho
who had heart surgery. For Rick Davey. For Hans Witter. For June Towner. For Peggy
Schade and for Bill Kessel. For David Doyle. For Mike Kimbrough. For Margaret
DeWalt. For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of whom need the Lord to help them
through this. For Nancy and Spencer with family problems. For Jim and Colleen
Giovannucci. For the children of the world.
We pray for the people of Hong Kong as they fight for political and religious freedom.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00AM Worship Service in
November.
Assisting Minister

Acolytes
3

Sarah Brisson

10 Sarah Brisson and Ron Press

10

Dee Forsyth

17 Renate Wilms-Rovin and Edith Regan

17

Renate-Wilms Rovin

24 Dee Forsyth and Tyler Thompson

24

John Chiapetta

3

Deacon John and Margarita Chiappetta

Altar Guild

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Lay Readers
3

Sarah Brisson

10

Dee Forsyth

17

Renate-Wilms Rovin

24

John Chiappetta

Ushers for the Month
Steve Kasco
Tyler Thompson
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Guest Greeter
Aida Diaz

Greeters
Luis Diaz
June Towner

Luther Hall cleaning
6:30p Boy Scouts
Luther Hall
6:30p Girl Scouts

25.6:00a-12p

24.Communion

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00a Sunday School
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

Luther Hall cleaning
6:30p Boy Scouts
Luther Hall
6:30p Girl Scouts

18.6:00a-12p

17.Communion

8:00a Spoken Worship/Healing
9:00a Sunday School
10:00a Worship/
Healing
11:15a Fellowship

ther Hall cleaning
6:30p Boy Scouts
Luther Hall
6:30p Girl Scouts

11.6:00a- 12p Lu-

Luther Hall cleaning
6:30p Boy Scouts
Luther Hall
6:30p Girl Scouts

4.6:00a-12p

Events
Subject to
Change

Monday

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00a Sunday School
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

10.Communion

All Saints Day

8:00a Spoken Worship
9:00 Sunday School
10:00a Worship
11:15a Fellowship

3. Communion

Sunday

4:00p AMVETS
Spaghetti Dinner
Luther Hall

6a-9a- Luther
Hall cleaning

26.

9:30a Quilters
Luther Hall

Hall cleaning

19.6a-9a- Luther

Hall cleaning

12.6a-9a- Luther

9:30a Quilters
Luther Hall

Hall cleaning

5.6a-9a- Luther

Tuesday

27.

9:30a Community
Coffee

20.

County Blessings–Hope
11:00a Stephen Ministry
6:00p Council Meeting

13.9:00a Citrus

9:30a Community
Coffee
4:30 Long Range Planning
5:30p Digital Committee

6.

Wednesday

28.

6:30p Cub Scouts Luther
Hall

7:30a Serving Our Savior

21.

6:30p Cub Scouts Luther
Hall

7:30a Serving Our Savior

14.

7:30a Serving Our Savior
5:15p Evangelism Committee
6:30p Cub Scouts Luther
Hall

7.

Thursday

Luther Hall cleaning
8:00a-12p Property
Workday
9:30a- 11:30 Altar Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

29. 6a-11:30a

6a-11:30a
Luther Hall cleaning
8:00a-12p Property
Workday
9:30a- 11:30 Altar Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

22.

6a-11:30a
Luther Hall cleaning
8:00a-12p Property
Workday
9:30a- 11:30 Altar Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

15.

6a-11:30a
Luther Hall cleaning
8:00a-12p Property
Workday
9:30a- 11:30 Altar Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

8.

6am-11:30
Luther Hall cleaning
8:00a-12p Property
9:30a- 11:30 Altar Guild
10:00a Bell Choir

1.

Friday

4:30p Informal
Worship

Decorate the
Church

30 9:30a

4:30p Informal
Worship

23.

4:30p Informal Worship/Healing

10:00a WELCA Luther
Hall

16.

4:30p Informal
Worship

9. CHURCH
YARD SALE
8:00a12:00

All Saints Day

4:30p Informal
Worship

2.APPLEFEST
@ 1:30p

Saturday

