Hope’s Newsletter - November 2020
“ To K n o w C h r i s t a n d t o M a k e H i m K n o w n ”
Pastor’s Message
Now We Join in Celebration
Earlier this year, with Easter approaching, a poem appeared on
Facebook that reworded the famous How the Grinch Stole
Christmas. It was titled How the Virus Stole Easter. Of course,
just like it turned out that the Grinch couldn’t steal Christmas, so
too the poem declares that the virus could not steal Easter: Every saint in the nation, the tall and the small, was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all. It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It
came! Somehow or other, it came just the same!

Yet there have been numerous events that have not taken place
this year, or have been observed with precautions and changes
in place. Halloween is a recent example. Sadly, a much more significant event that falls in this category is the 50th anniversary of
the ordination of women in the ELCA. Fifty years ago, after much
study and deliberation, the Lutheran denominations that would
eventually merge to form the ELCA voted to ordain women for
the ministry of word and sacrament. The study and deliberation
followed the process that goes back to the earliest days of the
church – the process we find in the book of Acts. It involves
looking at what scripture tells us. This means not simply reading
what scripture says, but faithfully and critically thinking about
what the words are telling us today. It takes into account the tradition of the church. And it takes into account experience. Fifty
years ago, Lutherans experienced women’s obvious gifts for ordained ministry, and believed that to be the working of God’s
Holy Spirit in those women’s lives. And who can argue with the
Spirit?
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Among the ways this 50th anniversary is to be celebrated is through the use of a
‘Thanksgiving at the Table’ (the prayer that precedes communion) that lifts up some
women found in scripture and the way they offered their gifts to God and God’s people. It was my plan to use that specially written Thanksgiving during the season of
Easter. That obviously did not happen. When communion resumed during in-person
worship, I did use the Thanksgiving throughout the month of October. But, of course,
only those choosing to attend in-person worship heard it. It is a wonderful Thanksgiving that lifts up and celebrates the gifts and faithfulness of women in scripture and, in
that way, the gifts and faithfulness of women who have served, are serving now, and
will serve in the future as pastors of God’s people. And so, I’ve included the prayer
here so that all members of Hope can read it and join in the celebration of this 50th
anniversary.
All praise to you, glorious God of grace.
Throughout the ages you have blessed us with foremothers of the faith.
With Sarah, we bless you for your gift of life. Gen. 18:12
With Ruth, we praise you for family and food. Ruth 4:13
With Miriam, we celebrate our escape from the foe. Exod. 15:21
Remembering Deborah, we honor the words of your prophets. Judges 4:4-5
Remembering the woman at the well, we laud you for living water. John 4:29
Remembering Junia, we thank you for those who minister among your people.
Rom. 16:7
One with the daughter of Jairus, we wake to life in you. Mark 5:41-42
With Mary, we magnify your name:
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. Luke 1:46

Remembering Martha and Mary, we join Jesus at this meal. Luke 10:38-39
Living, he healed the bleeding woman; Mark 5:29
dying, he cared for his mother; John 19:26-27
risen, he sent Mary Magdalene in mission. John 20:14-18
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(cont. from page 2)

[Words of institution] On the night before he died, …
… Do this for the remembrance of me.
With Mary, again we magnify your name:
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Mighty God of mercy,
as you heard the prayers of Hannah, so now hear us. 1 Sam. 1:27
Send your Spirit on this bread and wine,
that sharing the body and blood of Christ
we become his body in the world.
Send your Spirit on this assembly, that like Phoebe,
we serve one another with zeal. Rom. 16:1
Send your Spirit on the church, that like Anna,
we tell others of your mercy. Luke 2:38
Send your Spirit into our hearts, that like Dorcas,
we care for the poor and needy. Acts 9:40-41
With Mary, once more we magnify your name:
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
All praise to you, powerful God of peace.
We adore you, our God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
you who mother and feed and comfort us,
today, tomorrow, and forever.
Amen.
Gail Ramshaw, Liturgical scholar
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
Hope Augsburg Fortress License # SAS103351
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We have so much to be thankful for even though
this year has been a challenge in so many ways.
Don’t forget to support our church and its ministries, even if you are not attending any services.
Hope’s ministries are still alive and active! The
quilters, Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes,
SOS Food Pantry, the Diaper Drive and so many
others.
Thank you!

Carole Warden
p.s. - Don’t forget the Pastoral Fund
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Welcome to our newest members of our
family of faith - Don and Sue Koppler. We
give thanks to God for your presence with us,
and for the gifts and faithfulness you bring
to our shared ministry.

Monthly AMVETS Spaghetti Dinner:
The AMVETS Spaghetti Dinners are
cancelled
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for the remainder of 2020.
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Council Member
Julia Southard
Council Member
Hans Witter

Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox Ministry is wrapping up
for 2020. There are several
items too large for the shoeboxes
so they will be taken to the
Resource Center in Hernando for
gifts for needy local children.
Thank you for each and every
donation as nothing goes to waste.
Carole Warden
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Operation Christmas Child.
The Shoebox ministry continues even if we are under unusual
circumstances due to COVID 19. Hope Lutheran will continue to
collect items to fill shoeboxes and they will be used in 2020 or 2021.
Please think of this special ministry when shopping, especially when
there are sales for end of summer items, seasonal clothing or school
supplies. Even BOGO items are a great way to donate…buy one... get
one sale.
Items can be left with Debbie at the church office on Mondays thru
Thursdays 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.

ITEMS we collect are: NEW items only:

Toothbrushes and toothbrush holders
Bar soap and washcloths
Combs or brushes
Hair accessories - barrettes
headbands
Small measuring tapes
Small tools
School supplies…
Pens,pencils,erasers,
crayons, pencil sharpeners
spiral notebooks
notebook paper
rulers that are small
Matchbox or Hot Wheel cars
Small balls

Yo yo’s

The ages are:

Harmonicas
Kazoos
Whistles
Bells
Small puzzles
Jewelry
Craft kits
Jump ropes
Small stuffed animals
Underwear
Tee shirts
Coloring boks
Colored pencils
Small lego sets
Small dolls

2 to 4, 5 to 9 and 10 to 14

THANK YOU for any and all donations.
If you don’t like to shop: We also accept money donations.
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Music Music Music
November is for many of us, full of wonderful Thanksgiving memories of family, friends and
food. It is also a special time of remembering all the wonderful gifts that we have been
given from God. While I was growing up in the church, I was always filled with a certain
joy and thankfulness from singing the traditional Thanksgiving hymns. I remember well
standing next to my mom and sisters in the third pew from the front on the right hand side
center, where we could be right in front of the pulpit where my dad would preach his sermons, and singing with my full (child’s) voice those hymns, with my mom’s arm around my
shoulders, encouraging me on and hopefully loving hearing me do so.
The most familiar hymn was/is Now Thank
Catherine Winkworth and music by Johann
rhythm for this hymn, I personally prefer
selves are so very meaningful and you may
Day:

We All Our God, text by Martin Rinkhart and
CrÜger. Even though there is a new, additional
the original rhythm setting. The words themwish to sing these words at home on Thanksgiving

Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;
Who, from our mothers’ arms, has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
The rest of the verses are just as meaningful, like the final line of verse 3: for thus it
was, is now, and shall be evermore. In my mind, I always add an ‘!’
Let me introduce you to a new thanksgiving hymn that I came across a few years ago.
Shout to the Lord is the title and the text and music written by Darlene Zschech reads:
My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you.
All of my days I want to praise the wonders of your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength;
Let ev’ry breath, all that I am never cease to worship you.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name.

I sing for joy at the work of your hands;
Forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You.
I will be happy to play this hymn for anyone who would like to hear it. In the meantime,
you can look it up on YouTube or another music service to listen to the beautiful tune that
these lyrics are set to. I may very well play this during our Thanksgiving meal this year.
I wish you all a very Blessed Thanksgiving.
In Christ,
Jacki Scott, Director of Music
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The Quilters began to meet again, on a regular
basis, in October
In November the meetings will be on Tuesday the
10th and Tuesday the 24th.

During this virus outbreak time Citrus County
Blessings will not have any regular packing times.
But, if you wish to volunteer, you can call
Christina Reed, the organizer, at 352/341-7707
to set up your own time to pack.
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SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry
People have been asking about how SOS, the Serving
Our Savior Food Pantry, has been managing during
the pandemic. To be sure, the economic impact of
coronavirus has deepened the
experience of
food insecurity in our area. And so SOS continues
in its mission. If you would like to support SOS,
you can drop off food and other items every third
Tuesday, from 9am to noon at Shepherd of the Hills
Episcopal Church. Their address is 2540 W. Norvell
Bryant Highway in Lecanto. They will transport the
items to the SOS drive-thru distribution location.
Donations by check that are made out to SOS Inc.
can be mailed to:
SOS
Post Office Box 640774
Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774
Thank you.
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Hope’s Diaper Drive for SOS:
We are finishing our 2020 diaper drive for SOS
(Serving Our Savior) ministry. Thank you for helping
us fill the table with boxes and bags of diapers and
baby wipes.
We are sorry we were not able to have our annual
meal in celebration of your generosity and
willingness to volunteer.
Let’s hope 2021 allows up to celebrate
together again.
Pat & Bill Kessel
page 10
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Holiday Recipes from Carole Warden:
1. Cranberry Wobbler:
1. 1 1/2 cups ground fresh cranberries.
2. 1/2 cup sugar.
3. 2 - 3 oz packages of orange jello.
4. 1/4 tsp salt.
5. 2 cups boiling water.
6. 1 1/2 cups cold water.
7. 1 tbsp. lemon juice
8. 1/4 tsp. cinnamon.
9. 1/8 tsp. cloves.
10. 1 orange sectioned and diced.
11. 1/2 cup chopped walnuts.
Combine cranberries and sugar and set aside. Dissolve gelatin and
salt in boiling water. Add cold water, lemon juice, cinnamon and
cloves. Chill until thickened. Fold in cranberries, orange and
nuts. Spoon into a 6 cup mold, and chill until firm (4 hrs.) Unmold
& garnish with crisp salad greens if desired. Makes about 12
servings.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2. Apple Crisp:

4 large or 8 small apples.
1/2 cup of sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. nutmeg
1/2 tsp. salt

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. 1 cup of flour
7. 1/2 to 1 cup sugar
8. 1 tsp. baking powder
9. 3/4 tsp. salt
10.1 unbeaten egg
11.1 tsp. cinnamon
12. 1 tsp. nutmeg
13. 1/2 cup melted butter
Pare and slice apples and then mix in next 4 ingredients. Place in
a 9” x 9” greased baking dish. For the topping - mix the flour,
sugar, baking powder, salt and egg until crumbly. Add melted and
cooled butter. Cover the apples with the topping mix. Bake for
30-40 minutes in a 350 degree oven until golden brown.
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November Celebrations:
Anniversaries:
None this month.
Birthdays:

Martha Chisari on 11/1
Rosemarie Palmer on 11/7
Bill Kessel on 11/16
Pat Kessel on 11/17
Nancy Mellenthin on 11/23
Gloria Varty on 11/26
Carol D’Auria on 11/29

Church Bulletin Bloopers:
1. Don’t let worry kill you off - let the Church help.
2. Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way again,’ giving obvious
pleasure to the congregation.
3. For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery
downstairs.
4. Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the
help they can get.
5. Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the
church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days.
6. A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music
will follow.
7. At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What is Hell?’
Come early and listen to our choir practice.
8. Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of
several new members and due to the deterioration of some older ones.
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Prayer Concerns
Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton
PRAYER REQUESTS
*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Dolores Chiders (mother of Cindy Todd) for stroke. For Dawn Stapleton for surgery (Janice Edwards daughter). For Richard Warden,
For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For Dee
Forsyth’s
niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of
Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark. For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane Kahler.
For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara, his caregiver

*For healing and recovery

For the family and friends of Bryan Jones (Edith Regan’s
nephew), For Bob Schade, For Joyce Davis’s daughter, Jana Davis,
covid in (Michigan), For Any Graft (Carole & Bill Warden’s niece),
For the family and friends of Dick Regan, For Marie Kolbe, friend of
Linda Becker, for Covid Pneumonia, For Gael McCarthy, For Tom
Lambert, For Theresa Batchelor (Donna Wilkers daughter), For Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother) For Ryan Yamka (Peggy & Bob
Schade’s son-in-law) needs prayers for healing, For Roy Cobb, For
Judy Howe, For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey. For Hans Witter.
For David Doyle. For Mike Kimbrough. For Linda, who is ill and Dougboth of whom need the Lord to help them through this. For Nancy
and Spencer with family problems. For Daiana Carrera Esteves for
God’s guidance. For Jim and Colleen Giovannucci. For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing. For Luciano Carrera Esteves, For
Rachelle Hannah, daughter-in-law of Steve & Judy Kasco whose tests
reveal she is now cancer free.
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month
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