Hope’s Newsletter - November 2021
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known ”

Pastor’s Message
Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room
Where has the year gone? As I write this, the season of
Advent is right around the corner – four weeks of
preparing our hearts for the celebration of Christmas.
As I was thinking ahead about this year’s season of
Advent at Hope, my mind actually drifted back a couple
dozen years. As you read on, you’ll see why.
During my first year of seminary, I was what’s called a
‘resident commuter’, which means that every week of
the school year I commuted between our home in
southeastern Massachusetts and the seminary in
Philadelphia. At the start of the year, I was leaving for
Philadelphia on Sunday around mid-afternoon, but
before long I began leaving at 2 am on Monday
mornings for two reasons. First, that allowed Sarah
and me to spend a bit more time together. Second, it
kept me out of the afternoon traffic jams that always
greeted me in western Connecticut and the greater
New York city area.
For part of the year, there was another benefit to
traveling in the very early morning. During the months
when the days are shortest – the months we’re heading
into now – the sun wouldn’t rise until New York was
well behind me and I was traveling on the dark and
undeveloped southern stretches of the NJ Turnpike.
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And there, no longer surrounded by all the artificial lights of the cities, I’d
have a chance to see one of my favorite colors – that wonderful deep blue
that the sky becomes just before dawn – the color of the sky just before the
sun rises to bring light and life to the world.
That blue is the color of Advent – the season of quiet waiting and preparation
for the coming of the light and life of Christ. We prepare our hearts to celebrate once again the coming of Christ as a baby two thousand years ago. We
prepare our hearts to be ready for the return of Christ – something that we
sometimes forget could happen before our next breath. And we prepare our
hearts to receive Jesus in the ways that he comes to us each and every day to
bring us his light and life.
Jesus is coming to us – there is no doubt. The blue of Advent promises it. All
we need to do to see that promise-filled, hope-filled color is to separate ourselves, for a moment or two each day, from the blinding lights that surround
us at this time of year. Just long enough to do what we sing about in one of
our favorite hymns – Let every heart prepare him room.
A blessed Advent to you,
Pastor Steve

Thanksgiving: 11/25 - Giving Thanks: 24/7
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Citrus Springs Christmas Parade

Hope has once again volunteered to be in the Citrus Springs
Christmas Parade. All members of the church are invited to
participate in one way or another. The parade is on Sunday,
December 19 and the theme this year is “A Country Christmas”. If
anyone has any clever ideas regarding a theme for our float based on
Citrus Springs theme, please let Debbie know. If you are willing to
help us decorate the float, we would be more than happy to have you.
We usually decorate on the Saturday before and finish up on Sunday
morning. If you are interested in helping to decorate, also please let
Debbie know. We will once again be handing out candy to children as
we walk the parade route. We are asking for donations from the
congregation of bagged wrapped Christmas candy.
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Hope’s Council approved a diaper drive for December
to aid SOS (Serving Our Savior) food pantry. Because of
the Covid restrictions in place, we will not have a meal,
at the conclusion of the diaper drive.
Bring diapers and baby wipes anytime and they will be
displayed on a table in Luther Hall. This is an ongoing
need so thank you for helping.
Carole Warden
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Hope Church is sponsoring 4 children from the Citrus
County Resource Center. The Angel Tree is up in the
Narthex with the names and gifts they need or want.
Take an angel, buy the gift, and return the angel and
the un-wrapped gift to the church by December 1st.
At the November WELCA meeting a lady from CASA will
be the guest speaker and is requesting we also sponsor a
family or children.
More information coming on this project
as it becomes available.
Saturday, November 13th @ 10:00am= Meeting Date.

Two Ingredient Dessert:
1 box Angel Food cake mix
1 can (20 ounces) crushed pineapple in juice
Beat dry angel food mix with crushed pineapple on low
speed for 30 seconds then beat on medium speed for 1
minute. Pour into ungreased tube pan. Bake 40 to 45
minutes on the lower part of the oven or until deep golden
brown. Cool completely upside down as indicated on the
box: approximately 2 hours. Run knife arounds the edges;
turn cooled cake onto serving plate. Use serrated knife to
cut into slices.
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Congratulations to Tyler Thompson and Tyler
Penn, who were Confirmed on Reformation
Sunday, October 31st.
Congratulations also to their families.

The WELCA sponsored food collection for
November (for SOS) is non-perishable

Thanksgiving items.
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Council Officers
& Members
(Operation Christmas Child) Hope’s Shoebox Ministry lasts

from November to November.

Items are bought and donated throughout the year and in
October, the boxes are filled in time for the distribution pick up
the 3rd week of November.
Pat Kessel and Carole Warden sorted and removed excess packing
materials from many items and moved the totes into Luther Hall
on Thursday, October 14th. Then on Friday, 5 women filled 12
tables, with the items for children ages 2 to 14.
It may take a village to raise a child,
but it takes “Women of Hope” to fill 115 boxes.
On Saturday, October 16th we had a total of 10 women who
lovingly filled those boxes.
These women were: Jeannine Robertson, Charlene Hicklin,
June Towner, Pat Kessel, Debbie Fulps, Julia Southard,
Sue Riley, Carol D’Auria, Jane Skidmore and Carole Warden.
Thank you to all who came one or more days to work on the
boxes and to those who donated items, money or prayers for this
outreach ministry. I am sorry that I can’t list everyone’s name
who donated money but a special thanks to Edith Regan and Russ
Telfer. Also to Betty Moore who donated and filled 10 boxes
donated to her mom -Helen Van Horn. Helen was a long time
member who still helped fill boxes when she was in her 90’s.
Boxes filled:
Girls aged 2 to 4= 26
Boys aged 2 to 4= 15
Girls
Boys
Girls
Boys

aged
aged
aged
aged

5 to 9= 21
5 to 9= 20
10 to 14= 14
10 to 14= 19

Total 115 boxes

President
Julia Southard
Vice President
Jane Skidmore
Secretary
Cindy Todd
Treasurer
Deacon Diane
Kahler
Personnel
Committee
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
Property
Victor Kahler
Council Member
Don Koppler
Council Member
Steve Northsea
Council Member
Renate Wilms-Rovin

Charlene Hicklin, Edith Regan, Julia Southard and Pat Kessel setting up
tables of “WOW” items.
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Council Member
Hans Witter

Carol D’Auria working on a 10-14 age boy’s shoebox

Jane Skidmore filling an age 2-4 boy’s box

Jeannine Robertson & Debbie Fulps securing
boxes with rubber bands

Girls side of Luther Hall tables for packing party

Pat Kessel & Carole Warden getting totes ready on October 14th.
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SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry
As you know, the impact of COVID has deepened the presence of food
insecurity in our area. And so SOS continues in its mission. If you would like to
support SOS, you can drop off food and other necessities at Hope during the
week (the office is open M-Th, 9am-2pm) or on Sunday morning if you’re
attending worship. Check out what type of food items WELCA is suggesting we
focus on each month. Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of each
month from 9am to noon at Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W.
Norvell Bryant Hwy in Lecanto. Donations by check that are made out to SOS
Inc. can be mailed to SOS, PO Box 640774, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.

November Celebrations:

Birthdays:

Martha Chisari on 11/1, Rosemarie Palmer on
11/7, Bill Kessel on 11/16, Pat Kessel on 11/17,
Nancy Mellenthin on 11/23 and Carol D’Auria on 11/29.

Anniversaries:
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None this month.

Council Meeting Highlights:
Meeting Highlights
Council Meeting held October 13, 2021
1. Council approved Tyler Penn and Tyler Thompson for Confirmation, which will take place during worship on Reformation Sunday, October 31;
2. Due to COVID we were not able to have our Angel Tree last
Christmas. The Council has approved an Angel Tree again this
year;
3. The Council approved that we once again hold our annual diaper
drive this December;
4. Scouts will be serving a carry out lunch from the parking lot on
November 20 starting at noon. Tickets will be available from
Ryan Thompson;
5. The Council voted to have the church once again enter the
Citrus Springs Christmas parade. The theme of the parade will
be A Country Christmas and will be held on Sunday, December
19. All church members are invited to participate.

LOCKED DOORS:
We would like once again to remind you that if you use any
part of the church or Luther Hall for any reason, that you
make it a point to make sure that all doors are closed and
locked when you leave.
The door in the parlor that leads outside was left ajar
not long ago. This creates a very dangerous situation for
both our secretary and our custodian.
When they come in—in the morning someone could be in
the church and they would not have known it.
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Coffee hour resumed on Sunday, Nov. 7th. We had a small gathering but it
was nice to be together again. We celebrated with a lovely “Welcome Back
to Coffee Hour Cake” The Coffee Hour Team will host coffee hours
through November. There are some fairly strict guidelines for hosting that
we will ease up on when it is safe to do so. We hope that in spite of these
guidelines many of our members will sign up to host. There will be a sign up
sheet posted in Luther Hall starting Sunday, Nov. 14th. Please note that if
there are no hosts for a particular Sunday either there will be no coffee
hour that day or it will consist of only beverages. The guidelines are
printed below. Thank you!
Sarah Brisson

Coffee Hour Host Guidelines

For now the Coffee Hour Team will be responsible for making coffee.
No papergoods, plastic wear or styrofoam will be used. Hope’s plates,
cups and silverware (if required) will be used. Plates, cups and silverware that have been cleaned for use are clearly marked in the
kitchen.
(We are currently in the process of aquiring a new dishwasher.)
Please provide simple coffee hour items of your choice and plate them
in individual servings.
Please serve coffee, ice water, ice tea and juice. You can find the
ice tea and juice in the refrigerator. Drinks will be prepoured and
coffee will be served from the kitchen window.
Coffee, beverages, sugar, creamers and napkins will be provided from
monies taken from the coffee fund. Inventory will be kept so these
items are always on hand.
To help defray costs there will be a required donation of a dollar per
person per Sunday. A basket will be placed in a prominent area
for collection.
Hosts will take home anything that is left over, clean the kitchen and
take out all trash.

Music, Music, Music
So much to be thankful for!
Cooler weather has arrived for many who enjoy it. Numbers of virus infections and hospitalizations are
decreasing. The choir is meeting again and singing! Our church is open and safe. We know God loves
us!
When I was a child growing up in a minister’s family, I looked forward to the Thanksgiving holiday for a
number of reasons. A vacation from school for a few days was one of them! Another was that our
family traveled to visit my dad’s sister and her family on Long Island almost every year for
Thanksgiving dinner and fellowship. My Aunt Shirley was a terrific cook and host. Her food presentations were second to none! My Uncle Pete owned and ran an Italian bakery and always brought the
most scrumptious rolls for the dinner. The time spent around that dinner table with our family and
theirs was very special for me. I can still remember all the good feelings and even how that dining
room felt to be in.
My cousins, Perry and Peter, would entertain me and my sisters for the few days we would spend there.
We met other neighborhood children and play games, one of which was an early evening game of
‘Ghost in the Graveyard’, which is played in the opposite way of ‘Hide and Seek’. They were athletic
cousins and lots of fun to spend time with and we’re still close today, even though we live many miles
apart. After the fabulous dinner together, all 5 of us kids would huddle on the floor around their big TV
and watch movies. The one movie that I always remember watching each year was Babes in Toyland,
the comedy with the march of the toy soldiers. I loved the music of that and later in life I was the musical director (and played the piano) for a stage production of Babes in Toyland!
This month we celebrate Thanksgiving again and it gives us a change to remember all the things, in
spite of life’s inevitable difficult times, that we are grateful for God’s gifts to us.
This hymn reminds me of those good things:
Praise and thanksgiving be to God our maker, source of all blessing, prodigal creator.
Baptized and made your own, now we come before you, and we adore you!
Thank God!!
See you all soon.
In Christ,
Jacki Scott
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Monthly AMVETS Dinner:
(Spaghetti dinner)

There will not be an AMVETS
dinner in
November or December 2021.

**********

Please check in the January 2022
Newsletter for January dinner
schedule.
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Prayer Concerns

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
PRAYER REQUESTS

*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Angie Catalana, For Milly Mizell for Covid, For Dolores Chiders
(mother of Cindy Todd) for stroke. For Richard Warden for a-fib,
For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece,
Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of Jeannine Robertson and for her
brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane, niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For
Dave Bessing, friend of Manley Benmark, For Joann Mura, neighbor
of Vic and Diane Kahler. For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara:

*For healing and recovery
For Peggy Schade for healing for knee replacement, For Tess
Smith’s 81 yo mother, Shirley Tramontin, fell & broke a hip and her
brother-in-law John Kowaiski is under cancer treatment, For Kristine
Brock’s right shoulder replacement, For Ernie Bloom, For Louise Cobb,
For Janice Edwards, For Bob Schade, For Any Graft (Carole & Bill
Warden’s niece), For Gael McCarthy, For Tom Lambert, For Theresa
Batchelor (Donna Wilkers daughter), For Donald Tramontin (Tess
Smith’s brother),For Roy Cobb, For Judy Howe, For Victor Kahler,
For Rick Davey, For Hans Witter, For David Doyle, For Mike Kimbrough, For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of whom need the Lord
to help them through this, For Nancy and Spencer with family problems, For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s guidance, For Charlene
Hicklin’s son Michael for healing,
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the
10:00a Worship Service in November
Acolytes

Assisting Minister
November 7:
November 14: Dee Forsyth
Nove,ber 21:

Don Koppler

November 28: Sue Koppler
Altar Guild

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

-

Lay Readers

Greeter

-

Julia Southard

Ushers for the Month

Steve Kasco, Don Koppler
and Ron Press
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Guest Greeter

