PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY
Sunday, October 10, 2021
We prayed that the Lord would send us a leader to
guide our church. The Lord heard our prayers, and
sent you to us.
On Pastor Appreciation Day we want to thank you for
all that you have done for our congregation.

We thank you for your spiritual leadership as well as
all that you have done for the church in this trying
time of the Corona Virus. You have done things
above and beyond what you were called to do.
Hope’s congregation is sincerely grateful and thankful
for your guidance.
THE MEMBERS OF
HOPE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Hope’s Newsletter - October 2021
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known ”

Pastor’s Message
The Evidence Is All Around Us
One of the things I’ve missed since the pandemic suspended so many of the things we enjoy is our Sunday morning
time with my Gold Box. For those unfamiliar with my Gold
Box, I’ll explain that I have a shiny gold cardboard box
15”x10”x6”. My Gold Box always has something in it that
helps us to know God loves us. One of our children or
youth would take the box home after Sunday worship,
place into it something from his or her life, and bring it
back the following Sunday. Prior to the sermon, children
and youth would gather in front of the chancel, and that
week’s ‘box bearer’ would hand me the box. I would then
try to come up with how whatever is in the box helps us to
know God loves us. Of course, everyone in attendance was
invited to join in on the holy fun. Some day, that portion of
our worship time together will return. In the meantime,
we don’t need the Gold Box to identify things that help us
to know God loves us. I’ll share some now.
I think what got me thinking about this was a recent Facebook post by friends of Sarah and me, who are also members of Hope. Kristyn and Ed live in the northeast corner of
Vermont, and worship with us via our services posted to
Facebook. They have a beautiful view of the countryside,
and I noticed in a recent post of theirs that the leaves are
beginning to change. Being from New England, I know the
fall beauty that will soon color the entire landscape. In my
mind, I picture God painstakingly painting each and every
leaf with oranges and yellows and reds and golds.
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Why is God doing that? As a gift of beauty to us. The leaves of fall in New England
help us to know God loves us. I’m not inclined to join our friends as residents of
the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont, a dozen or so miles from the Canadian border,
but I do envy the view of God’s artistry that they will soon have. (I know – envy is
a sin. But in this case I think God understands.)
In truth, I’m not bothered by being over 1000 miles from those fall colors. The evidence of God’s love for us is all around us here. The crystal clear waters of the
springs come to mind. Never had I seen waters like that until arriving in Citrus
County. I have a framed photograph taken below the surface of spring waters in
which it’s difficult to determine the surface above from the river bottom below.
God painted both a shimmering blue. God painted the waters of the Withlacoochee with somewhat darker shades, but the message of God’s love for us is the
same.
One more. Clear evidence that God loves us is God’s gift of gathering God’s people
together into the holy community called church, and, more specifically for me, the
holy community called Hope. As I thought about that, it occurred to me that the
tones of the wood in the sanctuary – especially the ceiling and the furniture Hans
made – could be described as a shade of gold. So, in a sense, the space in which
our congregation gathers for worship (even if from a distance) can be thought of as
a Gold Box. Inside it, our relationships with each other, the life in Christ we share,
and of course Jesus’ presence in the box with us, all declare to us Jesus’ gospel
message: God loves us.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve
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Hope Lutheran WELCA Meeting Minutes from Sept. 25, 2021
In attendance: Sarah Brisson, Carol D’Auria, Casey Gaylardo, Charlene Hicklin, Judy Howe, Sue
Koppler, Meredith McCarten, Jeannine Roberstson, Jane Skidmore, Julia Southard and Carole
Warden.
The meeting began at 10:05 a.m. with prayer and devotions led by Jeannine Roberts. The title
of the devotion was “Laughter”, a topic that was well received by the ladies in attendance.
Old Business:
The WELCA sponsored collection for S.O.S. in October is canned vegetables.
Shoe boxes will be filled at our next meeting on Oct. 16 th at 10 a.m. Carole will be organizing shoe box items on Friday the 15th at 10 a.m. Help will be appreciated. She also
mentioned that in the past notes and letters had been included in the shoe boxes if anyone would like to write one or more.
As we have been discussing, with regrets Jeannine will be unable to continue as Hope’s
WELCA president. December will be her last month. August was Julia’s last month as
WELCA’s secretary. Sarah has agreed to fill in as Secretary until the ladies can sort out
who will fill the positions of Secretary, VP and President. This will be discussed at future
meetings.
New Business:
S.O.S. needs a new walk in refrigerator. The one they had was struck by lightning.
Monetery donations to help defray the cost of its replacement are being accepted.
Hope’s office can provide the address.
Jeannine brought up the idea that WELCA members take a turn each month with opening
prayer, devotions and event planning. Members will take turns with the opening prayer
and devotions and we will plan monthly events as a group. Perhaps a couple of months
at a time. Plans so far:
October – Shoe boxes will be filled and Carole will lead in an opening prayer.
November 13th we hope to have a speaker from either S.O.S. or Jesse’s Place. Casey is
looking into that.
December 11th is still a work in progress. We would like to host an Angel Tree and will
be looking for an organization to donate items to. Also, there will be an ongoing diaper drive. Julia will add the Angel Tree request to October’s council agenda.
Jeannine planned a Word Search for a fun event. Each of the ladies were given a page from a
word search book to complete. Each page had a topic and at the end you needed to figure out
a word that might fit the topic with the letters that were left. Charlene won and was awarded
a bag of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup Thins. Yum. Fun and much laughter were had by all.
The meeting closed at 11:20 with the Lord’s Prayer. Lunch out followed for those who could
attend.
Respectfully Submitted,
Sarah Brisson, Acting Secretary.
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Choir rehearsals begin on
Wednesday, October 6th at
5:30pm.
Working Together for the Sake of Our Neighbor
Last month, Hope received a thank you letter from Habitat for Humanity of Citrus
County for the $394 donation toward their work of providing safe and affordable
housing in our neck of the woods. It was more or less a standard
acknowledgement of a donation, except for the note added to the bottom that
was hand-written by George Rusaw, President and CEO of Habitat for Humanity
of Citrus County. He wrote: “What a blessing! You build spirit for the soul. We
build the physical repository.”
Of course, it must be mentioned that, while the check had Hope’s name on it, the
funds were raised through a collaborative effort between Hope and Citrus
Consort – the group of singers and players that performed the Celtic Celebration
concert hosted at Hope. The $394 was raised through a free-will offering
at the concert.
Thank you Citrus Consort!
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Citrus Consort

Janis Edwards is pictured with just a few of the 41
lap quilts (blankets) she has recently made, all of
which were donated, to the veterans home.
Over time she has made over 1,000 quilts all of
which have been donated to Servicemen, Veterans
Homes and Unwed Mothers etc.
She also makes hand made dresses for the OCC
Shoebox Ministry and donates many new items to be
put in those boxes.
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Hope’s Quilters: October
The quilters are meeting twice a month to work together on
completing quilts. Some of the ladies work mostly at home on
their projects, but it is wonderful to see the fellowship when they
work in their two quilting rooms at Luther Hall.
The work days in October are October 5th and 19th

Judy Howe cutting squares at quilting and helped
with batting and backing.

Aida Diaz brought in this quilt top she is working on.
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October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month,
which is an annual campaign, to increase
awareness of the disease and to remind all
women to get a mammogram. Wear some pink
if you wish.

Dollars and Sense from the Treasurer’s Desk

Regular Offering - September
9/5

1,401.00

9/12

2,036.10

9/19

553.00

9/27

1,576.00

Total Inflow:
Total Outflow:
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$14,312.00
$14,770.79

Operation Christmas Child:
We thank God for continuing to work in children’s hearts through Operation Christmas
Child Shoeboxes.
The greatest journey - the 12 lesson
discipleship program for shoebox recipients
is engendering a new generation of believers. As children share the Word of God with
family and friends, they are telling others
about the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Thank you for your donations and prayers
for this wonderful outreach ministry as we
“go into all the world and proclaim
the Gospel” (Mark 16:15)

Council Officers
& Members
President
Julia Southard
Vice President
Jane Skidmore
Secretary
Cindy Todd
Treasurer
Deacon Diane
Kahler
Personnel
Committee
Financial Secretary
Michel Northsea
Property
Victor Kahler
Council Member
Don Koppler
Council Member
Steve Northsea

Fall is a good time to pick up buys on school supplies.
I purchased over 600 pencils but we still need pens, pencil
sharpeners, erasers, colored pencils, markers, color crayons, small scissors, protractors, index cards, “post-its” and
notebook papers (spiral bound or loose).
Thank you for any and all donations! I will be collecting
items to fill the boxes until late October.
Happy Shopping!
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Council Member
Renate Wilms-Rovin
Council Member
Hans Witter

Do you want to fill shoeboxes????
It is time to finish our Operation
Christmas Child Ministry for 2021.
The WELCA group is meeting
October 16 @ 10:00am and after a
short meeting, we will fill
our shoeboxes.
Please come join us as...

ALL OUR WELCOME!!

Many hands make short work
We have estimated that we will fill 50 or
more shoeboxes
Carole Warden

Items we collect for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
$9.00 per box for shipping and/or:
Bars of soap and washcloths
Small measuring tape
Combs and brushes
Small tools
Toothbrushes
School supplies and crayons
Headbands and barrettes
Underwear & tee shirts
Color books
Toys & stuffed animals (small)
Hats, scarves and gloves
Socks and flip flops
Whistles
Sewing kits
Clothespins & clothes line

No liquids, no war toys or camouflage, no candy, no toothpaste, no glass and new items only.
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Apple Crisp: Pie Filling

4 large or 8 small cooking apples mixed with next 4 ingredients:
1/2 cup sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. nutmeg
1/2 tsp salt
Topping:
1 cup flour
1/2 to 1 cup sugar
1 tsp. baking powder
3/4 tsp salt

1 unbeaten egg
1 tsp. cinammon
1 tsp. nutmeg
1/2 cup melted butter

Pare and slice apples then mix with next 4 ingredients. Place in a
greased 9” x 9” baking dish.
For the topping, mix the flour, sugar baking powder, salt and egg
until crumbly. Add the melted and cooled butter. Cover the
apples with the topping mix. Bake for 30-40 minutes in 350 degree oven until golden brown.

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry
As you know, the impact of COVID has deepened the presence of food
insecurity in our area. And so SOS continues in its mission. If you would like to
support SOS, you can drop off food and other necessities at Hope during the
week (the office is open M-Th, 9am-2pm) or on Sunday morning if you’re
attending worship. Check out what type of food items WELCA is suggesting we
focus on each month. Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of each
month from 9am to noon at Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W.
Norvell Bryant Hwy in Lecanto. Donations by check that are made out to SOS
Inc. can be mailed to SOS, PO Box 640774, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.
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Council Meeting Highlights: 9/11/21
1. Due to the rise in COVID 19 cases, the Florida Bahama Synod has changed the date for
the Synod Assembly to October 15-17 and it will be done by zoom; we will be
contacting two members of the congregation who are familiar with zoom to see if they
would be willing to participate as our voting members;
2. Due to the increase in COVID 19 and the Delta Variant in the State of Florida, the
council has passed a mandate that all employees must be vaccinated;
3. A certificate has been made to present to Jim Earl for his help in keeping our grounds
maintained. This certificate is being presented to Jim for his help since he is no-longer
a member of our church but still comes on Friday to help;
4. The Council will be looking into getting a yearly contract with Dunnellon Air so we can
keep our HVAC system in good working order.
5. It was agreed by all who attended that the Citrus Consort concert was enjoyed by all.

LOCKED DOORS:
We would like once again to remind you that if you use any
part of the church or Luther Hall for any reason, that you
make it a point to make sure that all doors are closed and
locked when you leave.
The door in the parlor that leads outside was left ajar
not long ago. This creates a very dangerous situation for
both our secretary and our custodian.
When they come in—in the morning someone could be in
the church and they would not have known it.
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Music, Music, Music
Autumn Leaves
By Terri Friedman McMenamin.
The Story & Clark piano anchored my childhood, but this is my
mother’s story:
The little spinet entered our lives in 1947. I was six. A tenth
anniversary gift from my father to my mother. The piano was an
important member of our family. How many Saturdays, for how many
years, did my mother take my brother and me to the movies to see the
latest musicals? Afterward, a stop for a Charlotte Rousse. * Once home,
mother would head straight for the piano. The movies’ musical themes
would come to life through her fingers on the keys of our Story & Clark.
Yet, she never had a piano lesson.
Music is more than a pleasant sound, isn’t it? I believe music has
spirit. It rises from the soul of an artist to our ears. And music leads us
to memories we may have forgotten.
One of her favorites, Autumn Leaves, for example, is a piece she
often played as I prepared for bed. I recall family gathered at the piano
in the living room of our Long Island home. She tickled those ivories.
And they sang. Mother entertained at parties. Or alone, night or day,
she just had fun at the piano.
My memories of the Story & Clark are linked to my mother.
Alas, we cannot give our parents a second life. But perhaps we can
give a second life and home to the spinet. I donate my mother’s piano to
Hope Lutheran Church in her memory.

Jacki Scott
Music Director
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October Monthly AMVETS Dinner:
(Spaghetti dinner)
Spaghetti with Meatballs
Bread
Tossed salad, Dessert and Drink
Wednesday, October 27th, 2021
Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church

4:00 to 6:30pm
$9.00 per person
To carry out call ahead:
352/464-0931 or 585/330-9551
Page 15

Page 14

Birthdays:

October Celebrations:

Nancy Harris on 10/6, Peggy Schade on 10/6.

Anniversaries:

Luis and Aida Diaz on 10/14,
Ron and Meredith Press on 10/14 and Rebecca and Andrew
Thompson on 10/20.

Thank you Jim!
At the September Council meeting, Council voted to present to
Jim Earl a Certificate of Appreciation. Though Jim hasn’t been
a member of Hope for a number of years, he never stopped
coming by to help mow our grounds. We can only guess how
many miles Jim has traveled around Hope’s grounds. While
every offering of time and talent is appreciated, Jim’s continuing service to Hope is going the extra miles, and more than
worthy of acknowledgement.
Thank you Jim!

Page 21

Prayer Concerns

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
PRAYER REQUESTS

*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Milly Mizell for Covid, For Dolores Chiders (mother of Cindy Todd)
for stroke. For Richard Warden for a-fib, For Elaina Jones, Edith
Regan’s niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son
of Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark, For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane Kahler.
For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara:

*For healing and recovery

For Kerry Reed for healing after knee surgery, For Judith
Thomason for healing, Lucy, For Peggy Schade for healing for knee
replacement, For Tess Smith’s 81 yo mother, Shirley Tramontin, fell
& broke a hip and her brother-in-law John Kowaiski is under cancer
treatment, For Kristine Brock’s right shoulder replacement, For Ernie
Bloom, For Louise Cobb, For Janice Edwards, For Bob Schade, For
Any Graft (Carole & Bill Warden’s niece), For Gael McCarthy, For
Tom Lambert, For Theresa Batchelor (Donna Wilkers daughter), For
Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother),For Roy Cobb, For Judy
Howe, For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey, For Hans Witter, For David Doyle, For Mike Kimbrough, For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both
of whom need the Lord to help them through this, For Nancy and
Spencer with family problems, For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s
guidance, For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing,
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the
10:00a Worship Service in October
Acolytes

Oct.3rd:

Assisting Minister
Sarah Brisson

Oct. 10th: Ron Press
Oct. 17th: Renate Wilms-Rovin
Oct. 24th: John Chiappetta

Oct. 31st: Diane Kahler

Altar Guild

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

-

Lay Readers

Greeter

-

Julia Southard

Ushers for the Month

Steve Kasco, Don Koppler
and Ron Press
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Guest Greeter

