Hope’s Newsletter - September 2020
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known ”

Pastor’s Message
Some Words About Resuming
In-Person Worship at Hope
The date was March 15th. That was the last time our
congregation gathered for in-person worship. Believe it or
not, that was back on the 3rd Sunday in Lent. Since then,
we’ve watched Covid-19 numbers rise, fall, rise again, and
most recently begin to once again look better. It has therefore been decided that in-person worship at Hope will
resume on Sunday, September 20. Hope has been more
cautious about resuming worship than many other congregations. Thank you for your patience and your trust in our
decisions. Like other congregations that have resumed
in-person worship, Hope will institute a number of practices
that will promote safety in our gatherings. This newsletter
article will present the practices that you should be aware
of before arriving at Hope. The practices are based on information provided by the CDC, the Synod, other congregations, and much conversation. Before listing the practices, I
will say that, for a time, I will continue to create and make
available the Home Worship Resources, we will continue to
video a weekly Service of the Word and post it to Hope’s
Facebook Videos page, and I will continue to offer communion at Hope on Friday and Saturday afternoons by appointments made through Hope’s Office. These things will
continue because it’s likely that some of Hope’s members
will choose not to attend in-person worship as soon as it
resumes.

Volume 46 Issue 9
Address:
9425 N. Citrus Springs Blvd
Citrus Springs Florida 34434
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 2070
Dunnellon Florida 34430
Phone: 352-489-5511
Fax: 352-489-5222
Church Email:
helc@brighthouse.com
Web Page Address:
www.hopeelca.com
Staff
Pastor Stephen Brisson
Church Secretary
Debbie Fulps
Music Director/Organist
Jacki Scott
Custodian
Kerry Reed

Inside this issue:
Pastor’s Message:
1,2,3
Carole & Richard Warden 4
New Ministry at Hope
5
Dollars & Sense
6
Outreach by the Warden’s 7
Hope’s Quilters
7
Amvets Spaghetti Dinner
7
Music, Music, Music:
8
Hope’s Diaper Drive:
9
Evelyn Glover
9
Citrus County Blessings:
9
Operation Christmas Child 10
Financial’s
11-16
Saints Who Have Gone
17
Before Us
Did You Ever Wonder
17
September Celebrations
18
Church Bulletin Bloopers
18
Prayer Concerns
19
Assist for Worship
20
September Calendar
21

(cont. from page 1)

A step-by-step resumption is planned. Initially, we will offer one worship service
on Sundays at 10:00 am. Although I have a process for safely communing
planned out, communion will not be offered for at least two weeks. Again, step
by step. It is anticipated that not long after the Sunday service resumes, we will
begin the additional practices that will allow our Saturday 4:30 pm worship to
also resume. At this time we are not addressing other opening such as building
use by outside organizations, meetings of Hope committees, etc. Council will
address those matters as we move on. Again, step by step.
A mask covering both nose and mouth will be required. Hope has received from
the County Board of Health a supply of cotton masks which will be provided to
those wanting them. Face shields may also be worn, but as added protection.
Even with a face shield, a mask is required. My apologies to those of you who
will not be able to attend because of this necessary requirement.
Obviously, socially distanced seating in the sanctuary limits the number of
available seats. A diagram of socially distanced seating in the sanctuary has been
created. Those who wish to attend a Sunday worship must call the Office during
open hours (M-Th, 9am-2pm) during the week leading up to that Sunday to tell
Debbie that you will be coming and how many seats will be required. As requests
come in, Debbie will pass them along to me, and I will assign seating. Much of
the seating is side-by-side pairs of seats which will accommodate two people
from the same home. There are several locations that will hold a family of more
than two. A handful of single seat locations are present. However, seats will be
assigned in the order that requests come in, meaning that if all single seats have
been assigned when a single person requests a seat, that single person will be
placed in a double seat location – obviously with no one assigned to the adjacent
location. If someone requests a seat after all available locations have been
assigned s/he will be asked if they would like to request a seat for the next Sunday. This is the only instance in which seat requests will be taken for other than
the upcoming Sunday. For the sake of safety (and contact tracing, if necessary), if
you wish to attend worship on Sunday, September 20, please call the office
beginning on Monday, September 14.
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(cont. from page 2)
Obviously, surfaces will be disinfected where necessary. Practices will be put in
place that will minimize multiple-touch surfaces. Flow patterns into, within, and
from the building will be managed. As you arrive, please practice social distancing, and then follow the patterns as directed. Please plan to arrive no more than
15 minutes prior to the start of worship. Obviously, there will be no fellowship
time in Luther Hall following worship.
During worship, you will be asked to speak congregational responses and prayers softly (think whisper). Likewise, hymns will be sung in the same soft manner.
Since singing projects virus particles much further than speaking, there are currently no plans for resuming the choir. There are obviously more practices that
we will have in place. But the ones listed here are the ones to know ahead of
time.
You might recall that, in my cover article for the April newsletter, I stated that
one reason we would not be missing Easter is that, when worship resumes, it
would be with the Easter Sunday service. We will, at some point, hear the Easter gospel proclaimed and sing those Easter Sunday songs. But it will not be on
September 20. I think you’ll agree that our Easter celebration should be when
Hope can more fully gather as a congregation, and that we must not exclude
from that celebration those who choose to wait to gather at Hope. So here,
once again, is more-or-less my conclusion to my April newsletter article: Easter
is much more than a particular Sunday of the church year. Easter is the new life
that we’ve been baptized into. Easter is the grace of God that holds us every
moment of every day in every single place those moments take us. So you see –
we haven’t missed Easter. In fact, we can’t! The day will come when we all physically gather together again. Until that day, please be safe, pray often (including
for those health care workers whose skills and dedication still humble me), and
remember that, gathered in Christ, we are never spiritually apart.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve
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Carole and Richard Warden recently spent a month in Idaho and Montana
to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary and Carole’s birthday. They
sent us these pictures to share with everyone from their
fantastic trip.
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A New Ministry Team at Hope –
A Disinfecting Team
One of the procedures that will be necessary for
in-person worship to resume is disinfection of
surfaces. Since we will be putting practices in
place that will reduce as much as possible the
number of surfaces that receive multiple touches,
disinfection will mostly target the pews. Safety
measures will be in place for the Disinfecting team
members, and training will be provided. If you are
interested in serving on that Team, please speak
with Pastor Steve.

Thank you.
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Dollars and Sense from the
Treasure’s Desk
We are adding this page as an addendum to the
August Newsletter, as this page was not included,
when we sent out the Newsletter.

June Regular Offering:
6/9
$2,955
6/20
$2,760
6/29
$4,836
Total Inflow: $11,859.00
Total Outflow: $11,982.00

July Regular Offering:
7/9
$2,387
7/19
$6,994
7/30
$2,854
Total Inflow:
$14,043.00
Total Outflow: $13,817.00

August Dollars and Sense will be sent as an
addendum later in September.
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Our HOPE outreach recently extended to Faith Lutheran Church
in Hamilton, Montana.
Richard and I and some of our family spent a month at a beautiful
rental home on the Bitterroot River.
It was peaceful and relaxing, plus we celebrated our
50th anniversary. (Belated trip from May) and my 75th birthday on
August 7.
Before we left the area, we contacted the Pastor at the Hamilton Lutheran Church and donated 6 large bags of groceries, paper products
and new clothing.
Richard and Carole Warden

A Thank You to Hope’s Quilters
Thank you so very much for all the lovely baby blankets. They
came at the perfect time!! We were down to one and give them
to all our clients getting a sonogram!
They were a blessing. Thank you so much for thinking of us and
being the hands and feet of Jesus.
With much gratitude,
Citrus Pregnancy Center

Monthly AMVETS Spaghetti Dinner:
As you know the AMVETS spaghetti dinner was cancelled
for March, April, May, June, July and August.

As of the publication date of this Newsletter the
September Spaghetti Dinner is also cancelled.
(page
Page
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Music Music Music
Breathe on Me, Breath of God – beautiful text by Edwin Hatch, set to a
lovely tune by Aaron Williams. I can already hear you humming the tune to
yourself softly. I think God’s Breath isn’t infected, by the way! You’re
welcome!
“Breathe on me, Breath of God; Fill me with life anew, That I may love all
that you love and do what you would do. Breathe on me, breath of God,
until my heart is pure, Until with you I will one will To do and to endure.”
We are enduring much at this time, so it’s a good time to calm ourselves and
reflect how the breath or breathing may help us. I came across this beautiful prayer about breathing for us, and for better. I would like to suggest
that while you read it, take a nice calming breath before each line:
The Breath Prayer
written by Sheridan Voysey
Lord God, fill me with your Holy Spirit
I receive your love and release my insecurity
I receive your joy and release my unhappiness
I receive your peace and release my anxiety
I receive your patience and release my impulsiveness
I receive your kindness and release my indifference
I receive your goodness and release my ungodliness
I receive your faithfulness and release my disloyalty
I receive your gentleness and release my severity
I receive your self-control and release my self-indulgence
“Breathe on me, breath of God; so shall I never die, But live with you
the perfect life of your eternity.”
Yes, the Breath of God – the Holy Spirit is with us always and helps us always. We would do well to remember this hymn in our difficult times.
Peace and love and safety to you all.
In Christ,
Jacki Scott
Director of Music
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Hope’s Diaper Drive
Once again we are sponsoring a diaper drive for SOS. (Serving Our Savior) food pantry.
The final date and the celebration luncheon will be updated when the dates have been
determined.
Please bring packages of diapers and/or diaper wipes to Luther Hall after the shutdown
is over.
Thank you for your generous donations!
Let’s fill that van again as we did last year!
Pat and Bill Kessell and Carole Warden
This will be a Thrivent sponsored event.

A memorial was made in memory of Evelyn Glover, to honor what
would have been her 100th Birthday, on September 3rd.
Normally I would have put flowers on the altar in memory of my
Mom, but the donation, a contribution to Hope and the Pastoral
Fund, will honor a very special lady and also help to meet our
current needs at Hope!
Want to remember someone special in a very special way? Please
think about a donation to Hope. If we all work together, our
ministry at Hope will continue.
Sincerely,
Carole Warden

During this virus outbreak time Citrus County Blessings will not have
any regular packing times. But, if you wish to volunteer, you can call
Christina Reed, the organizer, at 352/341-7707 to set up your own
time to pack.
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Operation Christmas Child..
The Shoebox ministry continues even if we are under unusual
circumstances due to COVID 19. Hope Lutheran will continue to
collect items to fill shoeboxes and they will be used in 2020 or 2021.
Please think of this special ministry when shopping, especially when
there are sales for end of summer items, seasonal clothing or school
supplies. Even BOGO items are a great way to donate…buy one... get
one sale.
Items can be left with Debbie at the church office on Mondays thru
Thursdays 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.

ITEMS we collect are: NEW items only:

Toothbrushes and toothbrush holders
Bar soap and washcloths
Combs or brushes
Hair accessories - barrettes
headbands
Small measuring tapes
Small tools
School supplies…
Pens,pencils,erasers,
crayons, pencil sharpeners
spiral notebooks
notebook paper
rulers that are small
Matchbox or Hot Wheel cars
Small balls

Yo yo’s

The ages are:

Harmonicas
Kazoos
Whistles
Bells
Small puzzles
Jewelry
Craft kits
Jump ropes
Small stuffed animals
Underwear
Tee shirts
Coloring boks
Colored pencils
Small lego sets
Small dolls

2 to 4, 5 to 9 and 10 to 14

THANK YOU for any and all donations.
If you don’t like to shop: We also accept money donations.
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SAINTS WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US…..
Sergius of Radonezh, Abbot of Holy Trinity, Moscow 1392
Although an intelligent boy, he had great difficulty learning to read. His
biography states that a spiritual elder met him one day and gave him a piece of
holy bread to eat and from that day forward was able to read.
After his parent’s deaths near Moscow, with his brother who was a monk, they
decided to build a small monastic cell and a church dedicated to the Trinity.
Soon other monks came to live with him, and his followers founded 40
monasteries thus extending the geographic influence and authority.
Sergius died on September 25, 1392. He is officially recognized as a Saint.

DID YOU EVER WONDER…..
Did you ever wonder about the difference between joy and happiness?
The words are very similar. Happiness and joy. They are sometimes used interchangeable in the Bible. Historical, great church theologians have not made a
distinction between the two.
According to Professor Google joy is the deep, soul-level happiness that is a result of beholding by faith the beauty and wonders of Christ. It is rooted in Jesus, not in external circumstances, and therefore cannot be easily displaced by
external changes. Indeed, a Christian can have deep and lasting joy in the midst
of life’s most difficult seasons.
The most significant difference between joy and happiness is the object of
each. The object of joy is Jesus. The object of happiness is favorable temporary external factors. That means that happiness comes and goes. Even something as simple as a rainy day might displace your happiness if your happiness is
rooted in a picnic you were planning.
So, some quotes from Professor Google:
“Joy is distinctly a Christian word and a Christian thing. It is the reverse of
happiness. Happiness is the result of what happens of an agreeable sort. Joy has
its springs deep down inside. And that spring never runs dry, no matter what
happens. Only Jesus gives that joy” S.D Gordon
“Happiness is smiling when the sun’s out, joy is dancing in the downpour.”
“In chapter 5 Paul comes to the fruits or works to which faith gives rise. These
are peace, joy, love to God and all mankind; in addition, assurance, courage, confidence and hopefulness in spite of sorrow and suffering.” Martin Luther

(page 18)
Page 17

September Celebrations:
Anniversaries:

Steve and Judith Kasco on September 11

Birthdays:

Louise Cobb on September 4
Vic Kahler on September 5
Roy Cobb on September 7
Harold Schaller on September 7
Joyce Davis on September 8
Robert Schade on September 20
Volena VanGunst on September 26

Church Bulletin Bloopers:
1. The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals.
2. The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus Walks on the
water. ‘The sermon tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.
3. Ladies don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance
to get rid of those things not worth keeping around
the house. Bring your husbands.
4. Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our
Community.
5. Smile at someone who is hard to love. Say ‘Hell” to
someone who doesn’t care much about you.
(Page 18)

Prayer Concerns
Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
Joan Layton
PRAYER REQUESTS
*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For John Dunning, For Dolores Chiders (mother of Cindy Todd) for
stroke. For Dawn Stapleton for surgery (Janice Edwards daughter).
For Richard Warden, For Elaina Jones, Edith Regan’s niece. For Dee
Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son of
Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark. For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane
Kahler. For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara, his caregiver. For
Rachelle Hannah, daughter-in-law of Steve & Judy Kasco.

*For healing and recovery
For Gael McCarthy, For Tom Lambert, For Theresa Batchelor
(Donna Wilkins daughter), For Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother) For Ryan Yamka (Peggy & Bob Schade’s son-in-law) needs prayers
for healing, For Roy Cobb, For Dick Regan. For Judy Howe, For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey. For Hans Witter. For David Doyle. For
Mike Kimbrough. For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both of whom need
the Lord to help them through this. For Nancy and Spencer with
family problems. For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s guidance.
For Jim and Colleen Giovannucci. For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael
for healing. For Luciano Carrera Esteves,
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service
when we return to church
Acolytes

Assisting Minister

Altar Guild

Guest Greeter

Lay Readers

Greeters

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Ushers for the Month
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