Hope’s Newsletter - September 2021
“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known”

Pastor’s Message
Needless to say, the 20th anniversary of 9/11 has brought to mind
the images, both hideous and heroic, that we viewed that day and
beyond. There’s a story I’d like to share in this Newsletter. I’ve
shared this story in a sermon at Hope back in early September of
2018, shortly after arriving at Hope. Many of you may remember
the story, many of you haven’t heard it. So I’ll share it now.
As you may know, our denomination has a ministry called Lutheran
Disaster Response – LDR. It’s obvious by the name that LDR shows
up in places of disaster, and responds. But not many are aware of
the fact that, not only is LDR one of the first response organizations
to arrive – they are also one of the last, if not the last, to leave. And
so LDR arrived at Ground Zero in September of 2001 and was soon
given offices on the 30th floor of a building across from where the
towers stood. LDR was given those offices because the people who
had been working there on 9/11 couldn’t bring themselves to
return, and knew that LDR would be doing some very good and
important ministry in that place. From those offices, for years, LDR
coordinated a response to the needs and challenges of the people
and businesses and communities in that area. Part of what they
decided to do was create something called a “Faith Walk”. Groups
that signed up for the Faith Walk would gather in LDR’s offices,
share conversation about the events of 9/11, be informed about
LDR’s ongoing response efforts, and then be guided around the area
to better understand what had happened, and what was happening,
on the ground there.
In late June of 2006, a group of youth and adults from the
congregation I served in Connecticut did the Faith Walk. What I
want to share with you now is where I saw Jesus on that late June
day. I saw Jesus on that day, of all places, in a six or so feet in diameter by 4 or so feet high uprooted Sycamore stump – broken roots
still attached. That stump had been placed beside the entrance of
St. Paul chapel, which is across the street from Ground Zero.

Volume 47, Issue 9
Address:
9425 N. Citrus Springs
Blvd
Citrus Springs Florida
34434
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 2070
Dunnellon Florida 34430
Phone: 352-489-5511
Church Email:
helc@brighthouse.com
Web Page Address:
www.hopeelca.com
Staff:
Pastor Stephen Brisson
Church Secretary
Debbie Fulps

Music Director/Organist
Jacki Scott
Custodian
Kerry Reed

Inside Sept. Issue:
Pastor’s Message:
1,2
WELCA August Meeting
3
Coffee Hour resumption
3
Steve Northsea quilt
4
Dollars & Sense
4
Hope’s Quilters
5,6
Operation Christmas Child7,8,9
Food Expiration Dates
10
Food Pantry
10
Council Highlights
11
Locked Doors
11
Music, Music, Music
12
Amvets Spaghetti Dinner 13
Financials
14-18
September Celebrations 19
Prayer Concerns
20
Assist at Worship
21
September Calendar
22

(cont. from page 1)
I saw Jesus in that mass of stump and broken roots that is all that remains of the 100 year old
Sycamore that was once located at the front of the grounds of St. Paul chapel, directly across
from the north tower. We were told, as we stood alongside that stump, that when each of
those towers collapsed it sent an incredibly powerful shock wave throughout the area, along
with tons of flying debris, shattering the windows of the 10 or so lowest floors of all the structures in that area. All except for the windows of St. Paul chapel. Not a single pane was broken.
It’s not that St. Paul sat at a safe distance away. On a good day I could almost throw a baseball
from the chapel to the north tower’s sidewalk.
So why no broken panes? Because all along the front lawn of St. Paul, mixed among the gravestones of the cemetery located there, are trees – and those trees took some of the force of the
shock wave and the debris. But at very front of those trees stood that 100 year old Sycamore,
which bore the full force of the impact and, in doing so, was uprooted, toppled, killed. One
hundred fifty or so feet behind that impact, St. Paul was protected, remained whole, and became a place of comfort and rest and healing in the days, months, and years that followed.
In that mass of stump and broken roots placed beside the entrance of the chapel, I saw the full
purpose and mission and meaning of God’s Messiah. Jesus, God with us, in self-giving love for
us, came down to place himself between us and all of the fallenness of humanity – to stand between us and all of those aspects of human nature that threaten to destroy the goodness and
wholeness of our relationship with God, our relationships with each other, even our relationship with ourselves. I’m referring to aspects like pride, apathy, arrogance, intolerance, selfrighteousness, unfair judgement of others and of self – all those aspects of human nature that,
apart from the presence and power of God’s healing, forgiving, guiding love that we receive in
Jesus, threaten to leave our lives in ruins. Jesus the Messiah, in self-giving love for us, came to
place himself on a cross that stood between us and all of that, and to bear the full force of the
impact, so that behind him – in his fallen shadow – there could be a place left whole, a place of
comfort and rest and healing, a place of forgiveness and hope and renewal.
God’s Holy Spirit has gathered us into that place, into the holy community called church, where
we can find comfort and rest and healing, forgiveness and hope and renewal – and then offer
those same things to others, in the name of our risen Lord, and for his glory.
Peace in Christ,

Pastor Steve

Time and Talent Sheets:
This is a final call for returning completed Time and Talent Sheets to Hope. If you’re
wanting to be included in any of the ministries and activities listed on the Sheet, please
return the completed Sheet and you will be contacted. If you need a sheet to fill out,
call Hope to arrange receiving one.
Thank you

WELCA Meeting Minutes from Saturday, August 14th Meeting
Prayer was given by Jeannine.
Devotion was given by Jeannine.
Members present – Jeannine, Julia, Jane, Sarah, Peggy, Charlene, Meredith and Carole
Visitors: Gina White
Old Business – We again discussed who would be taking over as President, Vice President
and Secretary. Peggy volunteer to be Vice President. Sarah will think about taking over
as President and let us know at the next meeting. Jeannine will take over as Secretary and
if she is not able to attend the meeting, either Carole or Sarah will fill in for her.
New Business – Operation Christmas Child Boxes. Carole asked if the WELCA group
would be willing to come in one Saturday in October and help fill the boxes. It was decided that anyone who could would come in on Friday, October 15 at 10 to help set up the tables in preparation for getting ready to fill the boxes. Our WELCA group would have their
meeting at 10 on Saturday, October 16 and our project would be to fill the boxes. The goal
is to fill 50 boxes.
Qigong – our guest, Gina White lead us in a session of Qigong. Everyone thought it was
interesting and had fun participating.
The next meeting will be Saturday September 25 at 10:00 am.
Meeting adjourned at 11:45 am followed by lunch at the Boulevard Bistro.
Respectfully submitted,
Julia A. Southard
Secretary

FYI: WELCA food items for September are non-perisable breakfast items.

There have been inquiries about when coffee hour
might resume. We all miss that time of fellowship
after worship and so it was decided that we would
resume coffee hour the first weekend in
September. Due to the current situation with the
pandemic we have decided to err on the side of
caution and delay it until October. Hopefully by
then we will see a significant drop in numbers.
Keep praying and stay safe!
Sarah Brisson

Steve Northsea looks at the quilt that he received from
Hope’s Quilters. Steve recently received a pacemaker.

Dollars and Sense from the Treasurer’s Desk:
July 2021
7/4:
$2,886.00
7/11:
$1,766.00
7/18:
$ 861.00
7/25:
$3,838.00
Total inflow:
$ 9,351.00
Total outflow:
$12,354.08

August 2021
8/1:
$1,948.00
8/8:
$2,141.00
8/15:
$1,202.00
8/22:
$3,010.00
8/29:
$1,832.00
Total inflow:
$12,593.26
Total outflow:
$13,248.03
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A quilt was delivered to Kerry Reed, our maintenance
person, after her recent knee surgery.

June Towner presenting the receiving blankets she made for the
Dunnellon Pregnancy Center (with Director, Donna Hagen).
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Hope’s Quilters: September
The quilters are meeting twice a month to work together on completing quilts. Some of the ladies work mostly at home on their
projects, but it is wonderful to see the fellowship when they work
in their two quilting rooms at Luther Hall.
The work days in September are September 7th and 21st.

Judy Howe cutting squares at quilting and helped
with batting and backing.

Aida Diaz brought in this quilt top she is working on.
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Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Shoebox Ministry
It’s more than a shoebox!!

September is a good month to pick up great buys on
school supplies. I purchased over 600 pencils but we still
need pens, pencil sharpeners, erasers, colored pencils,
markers, color crayons, small scissors, protractors, index
cards, “post-its” and notebook papers
(spiral bound or loose).
Thank you for any and all donations! I will be collecting
items to fill the boxes until late October. Other needs are
children’s underwear, tee shirts, stuffed animals and
small toys.
Happy Shopping!
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Carole Warden

Operation Christmas Child:
We thank God for continuing to work in
children’s hearts through Operation
Christmas Child Shoeboxes.
The greatest journey - the 12 lesson
discipleship program for shoebox
recipients is engendering a new
generation of believers. As children share
the Word of God with family and friends,
they are telling others about the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
Thank you for your donations and prayers
for this wonderful outreach ministry as we
“go into all the world and proclaim the
Gospel” (Mark 16:15)
God Bless You
Carole Warden
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Do You Want to Fill Shoeboxes??
Saturday, October 16th is your chance
10:00 until we finish
EVERYONE IS WELCOME

Items we collect for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
$9.00 per box for shipping and/or:
Bars of soap and washcloths
Small measuring tape
Combs and brushes
Small tools
Toothbrushes
School supplies
Headbands and barrettes
Crayons
Underwear
Color books
Tee shirts
Toys (small)
Hats, scarves and gloves
Stuffed animals (small)
Socks
Whistles
Flip flops
Sewing kits
Clothespins & clothes line
No liquids, no war toys or camouflage, no candy, no toothpaste, no glass and new items only.
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Please check the expiration dates on items you
donate to the food pantry. They are unable to
use items that are outdated.
THANK YOU for continuing to bring food and
necessities to our collection site at Hope. You
can contact Casey Gaylardo, here at Hope, if
you have any questions.

SOS: Serving Our Savior Food Pantry
As you know, the impact of COVID has deepened the presence of food
insecurity in our area. And so SOS continues in its mission. If you would like to
support SOS, you can drop off food and other necessities at Hope during the
week (the office is open M-Th, 9am-2pm) or on Sunday morning if you’re
attending worship. Check out what type of food items WELCA is suggesting we
focus on each month. Or you can drop off items the third Tuesday of each
month from 9am to noon at Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal Church, 2540 W.
Norvell Bryant Hwy in Lecanto. Donations by check that are made out to SOS
Inc. can be mailed to SOS, PO Box 640774, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0774.
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Council Highlights

Meeting Highlights
Council Meeting Held August 11, 2021

1. The Florida Bahama Synod will be holding their Synod Assembly this year
from September 17-19 in Kissimmee; John and Margarita Chiappetta will be
attending as our Voting Members;
2. Bishop Sua︢rez will be joining us in worship and preaching on May 22 in
celebration of Hope’s 50th anniversary;

3. The Treasurer’s books have been audited and found to be in good shape;
4. Pastor Steve has agreed to serve on the Synod Consultation Committee
and has been nominated for that position; voting will take place at the
Synod Assembly in September.
5. A modified coffee hour will resume in September; everyone attending
coffee hour will be required to put $1 in the basket to help cover the cost;
the new guidelines will be run in the next newsletter.

LOCKED DOORS:
We would like once again to remind you that if you use any
part of the church or Luther Hall for any reason, that you
make it a point to make sure that all doors are closed and
locked when you leave.
The door in the parlor that leads outside was left ajar
not long ago. This creates a very dangerous situation for
both our secretary and our custodian.
When they come in—in the morning someone could be in
the church and they would not have known it.
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Music, Music, Music
Here is Autumn, or at least the beginning of Autumn here in Florida. For a
while, we may continue to have warm weather, but it’s going to be bearable
now that fall has arrived. I still find it warm enough to go swimming and I
like that a lot!
As hopeful as we’ve been about coming close to the end of the pandemic, it
hasn’t quite left the scene yet. I’m ready for the next act, as I am sure
most of you are. The ancient Israelites, knowing nothing of pandemics, viruses, sociology or vaccinations, blamed God for everything and begged Him
for relief from everything. I recall recent scripture readings leaning in
that direction. Many of the Psalms are of lament, for example Psalms 22
(and others) is a psalm of lament and represents this type of wail. We can
compare that to the blues, which represented lament for slaves and their
descendants, for whom things still weren’t going well. And somehow that
gave them hope and made them feel better. So, the Israelites were doing
a very human thing in the Psalms, speaking and singing their ‘blues’
When we sing our hymns, either alone or together, that expresses feelings
and offers us hope. If the current situation is weighing heavily on your
mind, you can rest assured that singing and/or reciting the Psalms and
hymns can help remind us that God is definitely with us during this time and
will see us through.
As you can see and hear, we have been gradually adding more music into
our services and beyond, as safely as we can. And I must thank you all for
your patience with my learning to use my new ‘tools’ in worship!! I am embracing the technology as soon as I can and it is indeed getting easier to
use. I hope to use the word ‘smooth’ very soon! If you are a choir member or want to be, thank you for your patience about starting up, as I
want very much to do that as safely as we can, so I’ve delayed starting for
just a few weeks, while we try to ride out this current variant. I still plan
to talk with each of you to get your input!!
See you all soon.
In Christ,
Jacki Scott
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September Monthly AMVETS Dinner:
(Spaghetti dinner)
Spaghetti with Meatballs
Bread
Tossed salad, Dessert and Drink
Wednesday, September 22nd, 2021
Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church

4:00 to 6:30pm
$9.00 per person
To carry out call ahead:
352/464-0931 or 585/330-9551
Page 13

Page 14

September Celebrations:
Anniversaries: Steve and Judith Kasco on
September 11.
Birthdays: Louise Cobb on 9/4,
Victor Kahler on 9/5, Roy Cobb on 9/7,
Harold Schaller on 9/7, Joyce Davis on 9/8,
Sue Koppler on 9/16, Robert Schade on 9/20,
Volena Van Gunst on 9/26 and
Michel Northsea on 9/27.
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Prayer Concerns

Prayer for the whole body of Christ is important. Names will be listed
so that prayer can be offered to God on their behalf. Please be aware
that situations and conditions change but God knows the need as you
bring the individuals to God in prayer.
MEMBER SHUT-INS AND THOSE IN RECOVERY
PRAYER REQUESTS

*For comfort and grief:
*For all the families who have lost loved ones.

*Prayer for serious health concerns

For Milly Mizell for Covid, For Dolores Chiders (mother of Cindy Todd)
for stroke. For Richard Warden for a-fib, For Elaina Jones, Edith
Regan’s niece. For Dee Forsyth’s niece, Amanda, For Tom Kroger, son
of Jeannine Robertson and for her brother, Bill Thomas. For Diane,
niece of Bill and Pat Kessel. For Dave Bessing, friend of
Manley Benmark, For Joann Mura, neighbor of Vic and Diane Kahler.
For Don Vades and Kathi O’Hara:

*For healing and recovery

For Kerry Reed for healing after knee surgery, For Judith
Thomason for healing, Lucy, For Peggy Schade for healing for knee
replacement, For Tess Smith’s 81 yo mother, Shirley Tramontin, fell
& broke a hip and her brother-in-law John Kowaiski is under cancer
treatment, For Kristine Brock’s right shoulder replacement, For Ernie
Bloom, For Louise Cobb, For Janice Edwards, For Bob Schade, For
Any Graft (Carole & Bill Warden’s niece), For Gael McCarthy, For
Tom Lambert, For Theresa Batchelor (Donna Wilkers daughter), For
Donald Tramontin (Tess Smith’s brother),For Roy Cobb, For Judy
Howe, For Victor Kahler, For Rick Davey, For Hans Witter, For David Doyle, For Mike Kimbrough, For Linda, who is ill and Doug- both
of whom need the Lord to help them through this, For Nancy and
Spencer with family problems, For Daiana Carrera Esteves for God’s
guidance, For Charlene Hicklin’s son Michael for healing,
For the children of the world.
Please pray for those caught up in addiction.
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Those who will assist at the 10:00a Worship Service

Assisting Minister

Acolytes

Altar Guild

Sarah Brisson
Margarita Chiappetta
Carol D’Auria
Casey Gaylardo
Judy Howe
Diane Kahler
Sue Riley
Jeannine Robertson
Jane Skidmore
Cindy Todd

Casey Gaylardo

Sept. 12:

Dee Forsyth

Sept. 19:

Don Koppler

Sept. 26:

Sue Koppler

Guest Greeter
-

Lay Readers

Greeter

-

Julia Southard

Ushers for the Month

Steve Kasco, Don Koppler
and Ron Press
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Sept. 5:

